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As High As $3,450.00 a Year
Get ready NOW for next Examinations 

Veterans Get Special Preference
City Mail Carriers, City Post Office Clerk

Clerks and carriers now get $2,870 the first 
year regular and automatically increase $100 a 
year to $3,670 and $3,970. Open to men — wom­
en, 18 to 50. ^

Railway Postal Clerks

Railway Postal Clerks get $/,l70 the first year 
regular, being paid on the first and fifteenth of 
each month. ($132.07 each pay day.) Their pay 
is automatically increased yearly to $3,670. Ad­
vance may be had to Chief v lerk at $5,970 a year, 
($248.70 each pay day.) Open to male veterans 
only.

Port Patrol Officer
Salary $3,125 to start. Men 21 to 36. Work 

connected with examining baggage and merchan­
dise entering the country from foreign parts. 
Veterans only.

OTHER GOVERNMENT JOBS
Many other dependable government .jobs are ob­
tained through Civil Service examinations. Posi­
tions such as Rural Mail Carrier — Sub-Clerical 
positions — Assistant Meat Inspector — Patrol In­
spector — Liquor I n s p e c t o r  — Stenographer — 
Typist — Messenger, etc.

Get Ready at Once
Experience is often unnecessary. Let us show you 
how to get a government job.

Free List of Positions
Fill out the following coupon. Tear it off and 
mail it today — now, at once. This investment 
may result in your getting a big-paid govern­
ment job.

FRANKLIN INSTITUTE, Dept. G-95, Rochester, 4. 
N. Y.

(Not Government Controlled)
Gentlemen: Rush to me FREE of charge, list
of 40-page book describing salaries, vacations, 
hours, work and full particulars telling how to 
qualify for one of these iobs.

NAME

ADDRESS
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You've been in civvies for some time now. How are you 
doing? Are you moving ahead as fast as you want? Or 
have you struck a snag? You may have found that there 
arc things you have to know — training you have to have
— before you can move up.

You can get that training — without leaving your job
— from I.C.S. When you study with I.C.S. you study at 
home in your spare time —with the world’s largest 
educational institution.

I.C.S. training has put others at the top. How about 
you? If you want to matter in your new outfit, start by 
filling in the coupon and mailing it, today!

IN T E R N ATI ON A JL: C OR RESP 0 N D E N C E SCHOOLS
tAPPROVED

BOX 6915-C, SCRANTON 9, PENNA.
Without coet oc obligation. p l*«* ;end me fu){ par(:cu?.ws aloirf *fct c B E F O R E  wi.icli I have marked X ; 
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A c a d e m ic  C o u rs e s  G  Chemical En îri««uirs« □  Eiccif.fSl Drafting
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□  Federal Tax
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G  Good English
D  Higher Mathematics
□  Industrial Supervision

□  Ship Cifch.cisn
I n t e r n a l  C c m b c e t io n  
E n g in e s  C o u r t * *

C iv il  E n g in e e r in g . A r c h i t s c  
t u r a l  end  M in in *  C«»ur6cs

□  Architecture □  Arcbdtct'nif Dmiiifi
□  Building Esti matin! ,  . T . . .
□  Civil Engineering Q  Coei Umi<tf □  A *0 J -  hmc;?!

□  French □  Contrecting end ttwldiv- ‘
D  High School □  Highway EnaircBring 
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Q  Spanish □  Traffic htanagsment C e m m u n i . f j t i r . u  C e u n e i  

A ir  C o n d it io n in g  e n d  □  Electronics
P lu m b in g  C o u rs e *  □  Pr»C. FM and Tsde-v'iju

G  Air Conditioning □  Pr*c. Telephony C  0
Q  Ueetin-r □  Plumbing D  Radio, Gtni-ral !J  Sva;s  s
O  Refii;c-atw« □  Steam Fitting □  Telegraph Erg.:n*-*r; .?

□ biei.i-fi'-ctrir
Q  Difcei Engines G  Gas Engi

M e c h a n ic a l  C o u rs e *
G  Aeronaut:cal Enssr.ear's. Jr.
□  Aircraft Uniting □  flight Engii
□  F<jV3 »ie  G  Foundry V,
□  Meat Trcitipr .t of Hetah□  I Hi;*: atrial E mi J i ti g
□  Industrie! H:i‘r:;-iU.iiUik>n
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O  Machine Shop 

ting □  Mac* :ns Shr^i Popicfh.n 
ring htrc’ijT.Yal Ur«’br-g□ Mechanical Engineering

Wcik
PitUroinalung—Wood, Metel 
8e.» :ir.g Shr,p Blueprints 
Sheet-Mate I Dra.tiiy;
Sheet*Mrtal Worker O  Ship Drafting 
Ship Fit'.:.,* □  Toot Design, ng
TosIniaLinp □  Welding Engineering 
Wsldins—Gc? and Electric 
R a i lr o a d  C o u re e e  
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Loccii.whve Firs inert 
Locomefive s.*iLhinist > *'
Railroad SecLon Foreman 
S ‘t:.m and Dis.ee! Loco. Eng. 
S t a t io n a r y  E n g in e e r in g  
C o u rs e s  
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Corn‘.  us. Eii„.rm. n  Engine Bin: .ing
: '*rin» Ensinrsrinfj
I'owar riant En;r. G  Strom Engineer
T e x t i i *  C o u re e e
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C ity-

Preient Position___
Length of Service 
in World Wer II—

-Working Hours—

-Employed b y _
Emcftment under G.l. 8i‘f epnroved for World War M Veterans. Special tuition rates Jo members »f the A'rred Forces. 

Canadian residents send coepoe to loternetionel Cnirespendenc# School* C£;wdjaii, Ltd., Mcnheul, Canada.
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FAMOUSWESTERN
T E W  < :< »J 1  L B T E  S T O R I E S

October, 1950 N u m b e r 5

S A T A N  H I D E S  T H E  S K Y  ( F e a t u r e  N o v e l )
............  E d w a r d  C h u r c h i l l  8

The whole town took stakes in Branch Claiborne’s bet!

W O M A N  C A L L E D  D A G G E R  J o h n  J o  C a r p e n t e r  2 8
Webb Holliday had to humiliate his father in order to save him.

S A F E  I N  B O O T H 1 L L ..........  W i l l i a m  O ’ S u l l i v a n  37
Joe Hawes had no chance for life, but could choose his death!

J U D G E  C O L T  A C Q U I T S  ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  C l i f f  C a m p b e l l  47
Law and outlaw sought the scalp of a man who wanted to quit!

D I G G E R  J O H N  A N D  T H E  P Y G M Y  ......................  A .  A .  B a k e r  56
At last Digger John found himself the butt of a joke!

W H E N  S O I L  I S  B O U G H T  B Y  S I X G U N S  ............ L e e  F l o r e n  6 5
Gambler Langston draws against legalized murder.

H O M E  I S  T H E  H U N T E R  ..............................................  W .  F .  B r a g g  73
John High Eagle was determined to help his pale-face friend!

B I G  B O S S  O F  T H E  B I T T E R  R O O T S
............  H a r o ld  F .  C r u i s h a n k  82

There was a good reason why old Bok shouldn’t be killed!

D E A T H  S  S C O R E  C A R D  ( F a c t  F e a t u r e ) ............ T h e  L a w d o g  M
C A V A L I E R  O F  T H E  B I R D  C A G E  ( T r u e  S t o r y )

............ W .  E d m u n d s  C l a u s s e n  9 6

• ArtlObh >Yi.r>.i EL N 
Street. ByiyoGt. Aia'i* L h * 
EnUMVsd 4. rejir .'i class m. 
subson ic Lmi<- jut. W iieu .? 
th e ir  if  Omnii tm
h a m l 'n i : ;  o f  u n s .-H ri GnJ 
f 'f v t iW G  ' i l l  t i l *  L L S .A

llUij COLUM BIA I 'l l  UL.IO A'TIONb, INC.. 1 ApptetOO 
\rc-tV i r e m fk o s  .it  - s i  O B urd i Stu*et, New Y o rk , N . Y .

■uyyke. ila - .s . S ing le  «*;►/ 15f, ytxtvly
itampe<j se lf adtheiiM'd envelope for 

ptiWi'Ai.M-t >vi M exerciue c<«»e tu the 
‘ {.•u-., b u t  A S rrtim * s o  ro> :j*onsi GilM y  Itr*’ tl»c*ir r e t u r n .

Of fire

■TOSSir V/. LOWNDES, Editor
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I  WILL TRAIN  YOU A T HOM E FO R

m  America's Fast Growing industry
Do you v/sj.t a  good pay job, a bright 
future and security ? Or yeur own 
profitable shop? Get into the fust 
growing, prosperous RADIO-TELE­
VISION Incut:; try! Radio alone is big­
ger than ever! M  million radio:-, 2,700 
Broadcast in*: Stations. expanding Avi-

PRACTICAL EXPEDIENCE expert- i
me*.ting rvith c ircu its  com mon to Radio  
ar.d T elev is io n  M any e tud enu make > 
$•$, $10 a w eek e x tra  fixing K a c iae  in i; 
sp a .e  tim e S p ecia l B ooklets btart >' 
t c o J u a g  ju u  the d ay you enroll. ji

m.
f. *. SMITH. Ift*di• hulilut*

I TRf liiED THESE KEN
aticn, Police Rsdio, Micro-wave Relay, 
Two-way Radio are making oppci iy nif­
ties for Servicing* and Cemimiiwcatioii* 
Technicians and i ’CC-Licensed Opera­
tors. Then add Television, TOD AY’S 

1 good job  maker In 194a, almost 
" ;'.(COO,OCO TV set# sold . . . 20,000,000 

estimated in Use by 1054. 300 TV
Stations row operating and 3,00!) 
predicted by &uG m i ties.

fftstty Socit Make $ 1 0  Extra  
a  W eek  In Spare *5 true

Ivt/p your j'>b while training at home. 
Hundred'* I've trained are succej$;'al 
It A D IO  -T E L E  V IS IO N  TECHNI­
CIANS. Learn Kadio-’felevi ion prin­
ciple.; from  iiiuEtrutcd Ic^ror.s. Get

Send N c»  f t r 2  Books 
F R E E — RL«;i Coupon

•Send for o-y FliKK DOl-FLK O FF IlR  
Get aciu.il Servicing ler-ort. Atxo 
get u.y 04-p?ge brek. •‘ t i ’w tc Be a 
Succor:i iii k:d:o-T*-lev)i.k-*i.’ '  R':»d,
what n y graduates are doing, earring. 
Send etrupcD in envelope or pa-te on 
postal. J. E. SMITH, Provident, 

Dept, OKAS 
Katiom.1 Radio 
Institute, W j.^ .  
ington 5, D. C. 
O U R  37 TH

The ABCs of 
SERVICING

ialMSw
tSBSQS

G o o d  f ir B o t h - F # £ E
iW  KR. i. E. SMITH, PrMMMt, Oejrt. OKA2 |
'**• H ati«M ul R a d i*  In c t ltM t* , W m htn & tm ta  0 ,  D .  C .  |

Midi me Sample Lesson and 04-page Book about I) 
How to Win Steer so in Rc.dio-Televiskm. Both FREE. §  
(No Salfci*.Tim will call. Please write plainly.)

- Age

j y « .
CHy..............................
D  Cheek if Veteran

... Zone 
Appro*

i * i
........... - i.... I
•<t U .il.r  G. I. Dirt ■ 
.mmmmmm*
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Y O U  H A V E NEW  C O M FO R T  
WHEN YOU THROW AWAY THOSE
Z & v S & S S tfS S i :$ and W E A R

R U P T U R E - E f l S E R

3 « ;

D0 U B li$4 9 S

for M EN 
for W OM EN 

*  for CHILDREN 
Over
Grateful UsersI

_  ~ „ | Wbat Folks Just Liko YouMfi FITTING REQUIRED! IWri,e
. l u  tuoDOrt designed *0 give You 8  R. C. •# Corvallis, Oregon, Air A strong form-fitting woshobt# support g Mail„

"Send me another Hup- 
ture-Easer so l will have one to 
change off with. It it enabling 

• to work at top speed at my 
press machine 8 hrs. a day."

M. 5. at An person, thanks
us and soyn "It is one of the
finest things l have ever worn 
and has made my life worth liv­
ing. It has given rise untold ease 
and comfort."

A strong form-fitting washable Support designed to give you 
relief and comfort. Snaps up in front. Adjustable back lacing and 
adjustable leg straps. Soft flat groin pad— no steal or leather 
bands. Unexcelled for comfort, invisible under light clothing.
Also used as after-operation support. Just measure around the 
lower part of your abdomen and specify right side, left side or 
double. Your Ruoture~Easer is ready to wear— just adjust back 
lacing and leg straps— and you face the world again with confi­
dence and comfort. The immediate relief is almost unbelievable.

MOST effective; hernia support devised
Soft gentle support aids Nature relieve this serious affliction in 
the most effective Way. Brings wonderful new freedom from fear 
and worry. No binding, torturing steel or leather bands. Rupture- 
Easer has helped thousands of users— restored them to useful
comfortable living— the same is YOURS FOR f c ' 9 B H K H H G I M I I l M N 8 a S S y  
TH E O RDERING! ■  piper  s r a c s  c o m p a n y  w

B  301 £. 12th, Dept. 00-10, Rentes City 6, Me.
INVISIBLE UNDER CLOTHING — Washable, Sanitary”  pi« » *  RUPTURE-IASSR by »«»«« mail.

_ _ . , , . . ™  Right Side Q £3.93 Measure around lowest part
, Wear Rupture-Easer with new confidence under B  L, ft sict8 Q $3.9;  Q< my ob,jomw is 
your lightest clothing. No more visible than any 
usual undergarment— no revealing bulk to hide. «
Cite under girdle* and ceriet*. Washable——easy S| 
to keep fresh and sanitary. ^

dlessed relief day AND NIGHT e
Yog con slewp in it—work in it—both* in it! jg

10 DAY TRIAL OFFER @
M onw y-txack © uorantee i f  you d o n 't get re lie f . M

Delay May B« Soria u*— ORDER TODAY! jfttf

DouW* D $495 ...................INCHES.
W » Prepay Postage Except an C O .D .'i

Enclo sed  i s :  Q  M o n * /  O rd er □  C h e c k  fo r $ .............
□  Sond C. O. D.

Address...- 

City ond
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REDUCE KEEP SUM AT HOME
WITH RELAXING, SOOTHING MASSAGE!

ELECTRIC
SPOT

REDUCER

TAlCfe OFF 1JGILYFA1ri
Don’t Stay FAT — You Can LOSE 

POUNDS and INCHES SAFELYwI,hV1Ltĥ

© U N D E R W R IT E R S
L A B O R A T O R Y
APPROVED

Take pounds o ff— keep slim and trim  with Spot 
Reducer! Rem arkable »isv7 invention which uses 
one Of the most e ffe ctive  reducing methods 
employed by mcr-sears and turkish baths—  
M A SSA G E!

W itfl ths 5?OT REDUCER you can 
new eejuy th* of R ELA X IN G , SOOTH-
inr; mcnvjag* ia the privacy of your own home! 
Simpfd to use— ,‘ js t  p?n*j in, grasp handle end 
cm  p ly  e v e r  m o s t  any  p o r t  of t h e  b o d y — s t e r r -  
och, h ljis , chest, neck, i- ig hs, arm s, buttocks, 
e tc . The relaxing . *;>thm g massage breaks 
d o v« FATVY T ISSU ES . to«ei the muscles and 
fts ih , and Ih *  iftcreevi d owaSteeed blood c ir ­
culation ca rr ie s  *w «y  waste fa t— helps you

regain end keep o firmer ond mere GRACE­
FUL FIGURE!

Your Own Private  M csseur of Home
Whoa you use the Spot Reducer, it's almost 
like having your own private masseur at home. 
It's fun reducing this way! It not onty kdpt> 
yon reduce ond keep slim— but oho aids In 
the relief of those types of aches ond pains—  
and tired nerves that ccn be helped by moe- 
sage! The Spot Reducer Is handsomely mode 
cf light weight aluminum and rubber and 
truly a beautiful invention you will be thank- 
fid you own. A C  110 volts.

TRY THE SPOT REDUCER 10 DAYS>
Mail this coupon with only $1 for your Spot ?*d \.:* r on ap pro va l, 
P a y  postman $P.VD plus delivery—or send $*.75 price) and
we ship posing* prepaid. Ufa it for ten dc>s >n your own home. 
TJi-n If not dr:lighted rd m r, Spot Reducer for f . ' i  purchase price 
refund. L'o.n't delay! You h:.va ricfhing to k — except ugly, «m* 
b a 'id :s i.g , ur,desirable pounds of FAT. M AIL COUPON now!

ALSO  USE IT FOR ACMES

C A N 'T  SLEEP :
ftalar with etc ctric
S p c r Reducer. See
how soothing ii i
qentl “  m:,ss«»<i© can
b e . 1-1 c ! ps you sileep
when msss^ga can
be oii benefit.

M USCULAR A C H ES ;
A h.yrrJy helper for 
t r a n s ie n t  re lie f cf 
discom forts that can 
be a id rd  by gcr.rlc, 
relaxing massage.

AMO PAINS
USED BY EXPERTS:
Thou: and ; Hava lost
v s 'd if  this way—;■> s abdomen,

■ r . < r.rs. neck,
b u: ■ oc'.'s, etc . The
Si- rr-.‘ method used
b) s la g s , screen
c # radio personal-
i t i a i and leading re-
C J  C: j salons. The
Sr of Reducer can
be cs*c! in your
s p a r * time, in the
p riv- - y  of your own
rco :.i.
OSD £R IT TODAY!

FREE I I  YOUR OWN HOME!
— ...........................m-y

SPO T REDUCER C O .. Dept. E-3 J
1025 Bread St., Newark, New Je rsey  «

F leas* send me the Spot Reducer fe r n
10 days tr ia l period. I enclose $1, %
upon a rriva l I w ill pay postman only K
$F.?$ plus postage and handling. I f  S
not delighted I may return SPOT RE- If
DUCER within 10 days for prompt fi
refund of full p "rchase p rice . If

Name .................................................................................................  p

Address ......................................................................................  J

C ity  .............................................................. S lide  . . . . . . . . . .  £
□  SAVE PO STAGE— check here if  you enclose 
$?.95 with coupon. We pay all postage and 
handling charges. Same money back guarantee 
applies.
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SATAN RIDES 
. . * the SKY

FAST MOVINQ FEATURE NOVEL 

by Edward Churchill
“ You can’t go through with this race, Claiborne. The whole 
town is betting, and too many fools are staking their entire hold­
ings on it. There’s dirty work afoot behind the scen es”  But 
Branch Claiborne couldn’t withdraw, now, for  withdrawal would 
mean losing, and the town was bettmg on his horse to win!

8



RANCH CLAIEORNE felt 
the sticky pressure of damp 
heat on his back, shifted his 

lank, taut body in his saddle, lifted 
slate-blue eyes to the cloud-pillared 
eastern sky. He watched blackness 
funneling upward from the prairie, 
sweeping up and outward, purple 
and boiling with anger, felt the 
challenge of the approaching storm 
against his own fierce mood.

The graceful-limbed, dark-haired 
girl on the horse beside him turned 
in her saddle, her small, brown hand 
sending her impatience down to the 
bit, lifting the fine head of the mare 
she rode, jarring her to a halt, 
“ W e’ll settle it here, and now,’’ she 
snapped. “ You’re going to sell Chico 
before he ruins yon.’’

Claiborne looked into the anger of 
his companion, drawled with decep­
tive softness, “ Devil’s ridin’ the sky 
ahead of us. Seems like everything’s 
bustin’ loose at once.’’

Deliberately he gazed down at his 
mount, Chico, a beautiful sorrel 
gelding with one white stocking leg

9



10 FAMOUS WESTERN

— h e a v y  a n d  lo n g  o f  m u s c le ,  w i t h  
p o w e r  a l i v e  in  a  g r e a t  c h e s t .

W i t h  th e  s a m e  d e l ib e r a t io n ,  th e  
s o u t h e r n e r  d a l l i e d  h i s  r e in s  a r o u n d  
h i s  p o m m e l , f l i p p e d  a  s a c k  f r o m  h is  
s h i r t  p o c k e t ,  f in g e r e d  b r o w n  p a p e r ,  
p o u r e d  to b a c c o  a n d  c e m e n t e d  th e  
c y l i n d e r  w i t h  h is  to n g u e .

A t  th e  s a m e  t im e  h e  s la n t e d  h is  
g la n c e  o v e r  th e  s in u o u s ,  w r a t h - t i g h t ­
e n e d  b o d y ,  lo o k e d  u p  to  c a t c h  th e  
f i r e g l i n t  in  h e r  e y e s .  E a s i l y ,  h e  
c a u g h t  th e  f ig u r a t i v e  g a u n t le t  sh e  
h a d  to s s e d  h im . H er ultimatum, h e  
t h o u g h t ,  is that I  pick her or m y  
horse. It isn’t so much the horse as 
what I  do with him. M y  life ’s un­
certain, and I  can't blame her for 
wanting certainty.

“ Y o u ’v e  b r o u g h t  m e  a  lo n g  w a y s ,  
B a r b a r a , ”  h e  s a id ,  s h ie ld in g  a  
m a t c h ’s  q u ic k  f la m e ,  t a k in g  a  lo n g  
d r a w ,  a n d  b r e a k in g  t h e  m a t c h . 
“ Y o u ’v e  s a d d le d  a  f id d le f o o t ,  t a u g h t  
h im  to  g r o u n d - h i t c h  w h e n  y o u  d ro p  
t h e  r e in s .  Y o u ’v e  h o g - t ie d  h im  to  a  
l i v e r y  s t a b le .  B u t ,  s o m e t im e s , e v e n  
a  b e a u t y  w i t h  a  w i l l  t h a t  c a m e  o u t  o f  
a  b la c k s m i t h ’s  f o r g e  c a n  g o  a  m it e  
to o  f a r — ”

A s  t h e  a c c u s a t o n  la z e d  r e s e n t f u l ­
l y  f r o m  h i s  l i p s ,  h e  lo o k e d  b a c k  o v e r  
h i s  s h o u ld e r  a t  th e  t o w n  o f  S i l v e r  
B l u f f ,  f l a t  a n d  s q u a l id  a g a in s t  th e  
p la in  b e h in d  t h e m , r a w  w i t h  n e w  
b i r t h — h is  p r i s o n ,  n o w , f o r  o v e r  a 
y e a r .  T h e  b r a s s y  a f t e r n o o n  s u n ,  s t i l l  
f r e e  o f  th e  m a r c h in g  c lo u d s ,  s la n t e d  
s t e a m in g  r a y s '  o n to  h a s t y  im p r o v i s a ­
t io n s  o f  b o a rd  a n d  b a t t e n , c la p b o a r d ,  
c a n v a s ,  a n d  a  s p la s h  o f  p a in t .

“ Y o u ’ l l  s e l l  C h i c o ! ”  T h e  g i r l ' s  i n ­
s i s t e n c e  p re s s e d  o n  h im . “ H e  lo s t  
t h a t  l a s t  r a c e  a n d  n o w  y o u ’v e  m o r t ­
g a g e d  y o u r  s t a b le  in  th e  f o o l i s h  g e s ­
t u r e  o f  r a c in g  h im  a g a in s t  a n y  a n d  
a l l  c o m e r s  d a y  a f t e r  t o m o r r o w — ”

“ C h ic o  t h r e w  a  s h o e ,”  C la ib o r n e  
s a id ,  p a t t in g  th e  s i l k e n  c o a t  o n  th e  
a n im a l ’s  f i n e l y  a r c h e d  n e c k ;  “ d o n ’t  
f o r g e t  h e  w o n  th e  m o n e y  f o r  th e  
s t a b le  a n d  m y  h o m e s te a d  o n  th e  
n o r t h  r a n g e .”

A s  h e  m e n t io n e d  th e  q u a r t e r - s e c ­
t io n  h e  lo o k e d  a lo n g  t h e  p la in  c u t  b y  
t h e  I n d ig o ,  a  t h in  s i l v e r  r ib b o n , 
g re e n - e d g e d , t r a c in g  d o w n  f r o m  th e  
r a n g e la n d s  to  t h e  n o r t h ,  a w a y  f r o m  
t h e  n e a r  f ie l< Js  o f  h o m e s t e a d e r s ’

g r a in .  H i s  e y e s  s o u g h t  s o la c e  b e ­
y o n d  th e  s h a d o w y  p la t e a u  in  th e  
g r e a t  m o u n t a in s ,  h a l f  g o ld  a n d  h a l f  
g re e n  in  th e  s u n ’ s s p la s h .  H e  w a t c h e d  
g o ld  a n d  g r e e n  r e t r e a t  f r o m  th e  
s t o r m ’ s g r a y .

“ A  q u a r t e r - s e c t io n  w i t h  n o  w a t e r  
o n  i t , ”  B a r b a r a  s c o f f e d .

“ S o o n  I ’ l l  h a v e  w a t e r ,  a  th o u s a n d  
h e a d  o f  c a t t le ,  m y  h o r s e s  a n d  a  h o m e  
o u t  w h e r e  a  m a n  c a n  r e a l l y  l i v e — ”

“ D r e a m s ,  B r a n c h ! ”  B a r b a r a ’s  h a z e l  
e y e s  p ic k e d  u p  th e  g r a y  o f  th e  
s m o u ld e r in g  c lo u d s .  “ Y o u ’v e  g o t  to  
g e t  so m e  s e n s e . Y o u ’ re  b e t t in g  e v e r y ­
t h in g  y o u  h a v e  in  th e  w o r l d ; i f  
C h ic o  lo s e s  a n o t h e r  s h o e , b r e a k s  a  
le g ,  m e e t s  a  f a s t e r  h o r s e  o r — ”

S h e  p a u s e d  to  le t  t i g h t  a n x ie t y  
e s c a p e  h e r  lu n g s ,  t h e n ;  “ Y o u 'v e  
t h r o w n  in  w i t h  th e  g a m in g  e le ­
m e n t ,  th e  d r u n k s ,  th e  h a n g e r s - o n , 
th e  w a s t e r s .  W h y  c a n ’ t  y o u  b e  l i k e  
C l i n t  H a r g r e a v e s ,  r u n n in g  a  b a n k , 
m in d in g  y o u r  a f f a i r s  p r o p e r ly ,  m a k -  
in g  y o u r  m o n e y  h o n e s t l y ? ”

“ W h y  t h r o w  t h a t  c a r p e t b a g g e r  in  
m y  f a c e  a g a in ? ”  T h e  e a s y  A r k a n s a s  
d r a w l  w a s  g o n e  f r o m  h i s  v o ic e  n o w . 
a n d  a n g e r  s h a r p e n e d  h i s  w o r d s .  
“ T h a t  t w o - fa c e d  s k i n f l i n t ,  h id i n ’ b e ­
h in d  th e  g la s s  f r o n t  o f  r e p u t e .  G u e s s  
y o u  d o n ’ t  k n o w  i t  w a s  h im  t h a t  
d a r e d  m e  to  m a t c h  C h ic o  a g a in s t  
a l l - c o m e r s — ”

“ W h y  d o n ’ t  y o u  l i k e  h im , 
B r a n c h ? ”

“ W h y  d o n ’ t  a c o w h o r s e  l i k e  a' r a t ­
t l e r ,  B a r b a r a ?  T h e y ’ re  m o r t a l  e n e ­
m ie s .  T h e y  d o n ’t — t h e y  c a n ' t — l i v e  
in  th e  s a m e  w o r ld .  O n e  h a s  to  g o — ”

“ J e a lo u s . ”
T h e  w o r d  s t u n g  h im  to  in c r e a s in g  

w r a t h .  “ I ’m  je a lo u s  o f  n o  m a n . W e  
w e r e  t a l k i n ’ a b o u t  C h ic o — ”

C1L A I B O R N E ’ S  a le r t  e y e s ,  s h a r p  
' o v e r  th e  w h e a t  b e y o n d  th e  

b a rb e d  w i r e ,  s a w  th e  f ig u r e  s w in g  
h i s  h o r s e  f r o m  th e  s h a l lo w  t r a i l  o n to  
t h i s  r o a d  b e t w e e n  S i l v e r  B l u f f  a n d  
S a b r e  C i t y ,  a  t r a i l  t o w n  f o r t y  m i le s  
e a s t .  H i s  e y e s  s p a r k e d  a n d  n a r r o w e d  
a s  h e  s a w  t h e  t a l l ,  r u g g e d  b o d y , 
to p p e d  b y  s t i f f ,  b r o a d - b r im m e d  h a t ,  
th e  lo n g  c o a t ,  c a r e f u l l y  p re s s e d  
t r o u s e r s ,  c y l i n d r i c a l  o v e r - p o l is h e d  
b o o ts .



SATAN RIDES THE SKY H

“ Devil’s ridin’ the fields, too,” he 
said.

He resented the interest, the ex­
citement in Barbara’s voice as she 
hailed the immaculate rider. “ Hi. 
Clint Hargreaves!”

Branch set a wall against his 
wrath as he watched Hargreaves ap­
proach along the narrow road, felt 
the inadequacy of battered hat. 
weather-bleached shirt, levis and 
cracked boots against silk, linen and 
finely woven and cut woolen. The 
difference in their ways of life— 
banker and stableman—made him re­
sent the shortcomings of his oc­
cupation. Here was the flat impact 
of two ways of life.

He sensed the shortness of the 
end he held against a money-lender 
who talked of homesteaders building 
a city; of a railroad soon to extend 
itself west from Sabre City to Sil­
ver B luff; at the champagne and 
chandelier future of the rough, un­
finished town at this moment press­
ing tight to earth with childish won­
dering of the sky’s wild threat.

He wanted to lash out at the smug­
ness o f a man from Massachusetts 
who had dodged mustering in for 
war, had come west afterwards, the 
double-eagles of Yankee ancestors 
jangling in his pockets, ready for 
loan at usurious rates. He burned 
inwardly as the easterner’s aggres­
sive eyes ignored him, appraised the 
smooth loveliness of Barbara Red- 
field’s body. He saw that the narrow 
eyes were hungry, aquisitive, admir­
ing her small boots, divided skirt, 
waist, then seeking out the soft, 
rounded face of Silver B luff’s post­
mistress.

He said to Barbara, as if she were 
alone: “ You’d best be getting back 
to town, my dear.” He shot a troub­
led glance at the swirling clouds, 
building themselves into great, angry 
bubbles for their attack on the sun. 
“ W e’re going to have a bad time of 
i t ; may ruin the wheat crops.”

Then he looked across the full, 
rich heads of the grain, golden, bend­
ing under the rising wind, ready for 
the reapers.

“ W hy not leave that to Barbara ?” 
Claiborne’s sharp objection slapped

against the banker. Hargreaves de­
liberately attempted to appear that 
he was seeing the livery man for the 
first time.

“ Ah,” he said, “ The racing man.” 
And then, ti> Barbara: “ It would be 
better to come with me than to trust 
yourself to a man who doesn’t know 
enough to come in when it rains.”

“ Sometimes, I think that rain is 
good for washing the soul—if it 
isn’t too dirty,” Clairborne drawled. 
“You rode out with me, Barbara.”

The girl looked at him, the impact 
of her eyes telling him that she 
would play to the limit this small 
crisis. True, she had ridden out with 
him. By all rights, she should go on 
or return with him. But now she 
felt the power in her hands, the pow­
er to shape this tall, thin-faced man 
who stirred her as no other man 
ever had. She must make him un­
derstand the issue—bring him up 
sharply.

“ W ill you or won’t you do as I 
ask?” she demanded.

“ I will not.”
Claiborne knew that those three 

words could lose Barbara, not for 
the distance into town but for the 
long road of life. But they were 
said.

He watched Barbara scowl at the 
sky, smile up at Hargreaves. "I think 
that riding to town with you would 
be the smart thing.”

“Very well.” Hargreaves’ eyes car­
ried his triumph to Claiborne. As 
Barbara swung her mount beside him, 
he asked: “ Found a horse to run 
against Chico?”

“ Not yet.”
“ You will. And remember, Clai­

borne—the two thousand dollars 
you’re betting is just about the 
amount you owe me, due the sixth 
—that’s Monday.”

CLAIBORNE felt physical hun­
ger for satisfaction against the 

goading man. First, Hargreaves was 
taking Barbara, and now, reminding 
him that if a challenging horse beat 
Chico on the Fourth of July—two 
days away—he would be forced to 
give him homestead and stable—all 
that he possessed in the world ex­
cept Chico. W ell, there were always
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t r a i l  h e r d s  m a k in g  u p  a lo n g  t h e  
N u e c e s ,  t h e  C o lo r a d o  o r  t h e  R i o  
G r a n d e ,  b o u n d  a c r o s s  th e  p la in s  to  
r a i l ’ s  e n d , o r  f a r t h e r  n o r t h  to  th e  I n ­
d ia n  r e s e r v a t io n —

“ T h a t ’s  r i g h t , ”  h e  s a id ,  a  h a r d  s m i le  
b la n k e t in g  th e  e m o t io n s  in s id e  h im . 
“ S o  lo n g .”

H e  t u r n e d  C h ic o  in t o  th e  w in d ,  
in t o  th e  f a c e  o f  th e  s t o r m , le a n e d  
f o r w a r d  o v e r  h is  m a n e , s a id  s o f t l y :  
“ G o , b o y — ”

T h e  a n im a l  le a p e d  a h e a d  a s  i f  
b u c k s h o t  h a d  s c u n g  h i s  r u m p , g i v ­
in g  h i s  r id e r  r e le a s e  f r o m  h is  w r a t h ,  
d r i v i n g  w i t h  s t r o n g  h o o fs  in t o  th e  
d i r t  o f  th e  d u g  r o a d , a  lo n g  a l l e y  
b e t w e e n  th e  f i e ld s  o f  w h e a t .  F o r  a  
m o m e n t , C la ib o r n e  w a s  b a c k  w i t h  
M o r g a n 's  r a i d e r s ;  h i s  m in d  h e a r d  th e  
f a i n t ,  c le a r  c o m m a n d  o f  th e  b u g le ,  
th e  f i r i n g  o f  c a r b in e  a n d  p i s t o l ,  th e  
r a t t le  o f  s a b re s .  T h e n  th e  p ic t u r e  
f a d e d  in t o  th e  w a r - n e g le c t e d  C l a i ­
b o r n e  h o m e  in  A r k a n s a s ,  g a v e  w a y  
a g a in  to  th e  t i n k l e  o f  s p u r s ,  th e  
b a w l in g  o f  c a lv e s ,  th e  s m e l l  o f  s a l t  
f r o m  th e  g u l f ,  th e  lo n g  s w e e p  o f  
th e  t r a i l  h e r d s  n o r t h  to  D o d g e  C i t y .  
F i n a l l y ,  S i l v e r  B l u f f ,  a n d  B a r b a r a ,  
th e  l i v e r y  s t a b le  a n d  u n w e lc o m e  
r o o t s  in  th e  g r o u n d . D r e a m s  o f  s h o r t ­
h o r n s  o n  th e  n o r t h  r a n g e —

T h e  s o r r e l  g e ld in g ,  h e a v y  o f  b a r ­
r e l ,  w i t h  lo n g - m u s c le d  le g s  r a m m in g , 
c o v e r e d  a  q u a r t e r - m i le  w i t h  d r i v i n g  
im p e t u s  a n d  C la ib o r n e  w e n t  o n to  th e  
r e i n s ,  s t i f f - l e g g e d  h im s e l f  o u t  o f  h i s  
s a d d le ,  r e le a s in g  a  r e b e l  y e l l  f r o m  
h i s  p e n t - u p  lu n g s  a s  th e  r o a d  
t u r n e d  a t  th e  s h a l lo w  b l u f f  w e s t  o f  
th e  I n d ig o .  T h e  p lu n g in g  h o r s e  
c le a r e d  th e  g e n t le  t u r n  a n d  s t a r t e d  
th e  s lo w  d ro p  in t o  th e  c e n t u r ie s - o ld  
c u t  o f  th e  c r e e k .  O n l y  t h e n  d id  C l a i ­
b o r n e  se e  th e  r ig ,  th e  t w o  f r ig h t e n e d  
m e n  in  i t ,  t h e  r e a r in g  h o r s e  a h e a d , 
th e  p a n ic k y  b a y  m a r e  b e h in d ,  in  a  
h a z y  b lu r .  A t  l a s t  C h ic o ,  m is c h i e ­
v o u s  a n d  r e l u c t a n t ,  s u r r e n d e r e d  to  
h im ,  l e a v in g  h im  w i t h  a  s e n s e  o f  
g u i l t ,  t h e  n e e d  o f  a p o lo g y .  H e  s p u n  
C h ic o ,  t u r n e d  b a c k  u p  th e  r o a d , 
w h e r e  h e  f a c e d  th e  a n g e r - s t i f f e n e d  
f a c e s  o f  a  t a l l ,  h e a v y  m a n  a n d  a  
v e r y  m u c h  s m a l l e r  s p e c im e n .

“ T r y i n ’ to  r u n  a  m a n  o f f  t h e  r o a d ,  
s u h ? ”  a s k e d  t h e  b ig  f e l lo w .  “ I f  I  
h a d n ’t  h e a r d  y o u a h  s h o u t — ”

C la ib o r n e  q u ie t e d  t h e  d a n c in g  
C h ic o  w i t h  a  n e c k  p a t ,  s a w  b o t h  
m e n  lo o k in g  a t  t h e  a n im a l  a s  i f  t h e y  
k n e w  a n d  u n d e r s t o o d  h i s  s p i r i t .  A t  
th e  s a m e  t im e  h e  s a w  th e  le d  b a y .  
a  t h o r o u g h b r e d ,  a  m a r e  p r o u d  e v e n  
in  d u s t - b r e a t h in g  s lo w  t r a v e l  b e h in d  
a  r ig .

“ B e g  y o u r  p a r d o n ,”  C la ib o r n e  s a id ,  
h i s  s m i le  b a c k in g  h i s  w o r d s .  “ C h ic o  
h e r e  g e t s  o u t  o f  h a n d — a n d  I  d id n ’ t 
k n o w  I  w a s  s o  c lo s e  to  t h e  d r a w  
w h e n  I  s t a r t e d  b r i n g i n ’ h im  u p .”  

T h e  b ig  m a n ’ s  l i p s  p a r t e d  o v e r  h is  
t e e t h . H e  w a v e d  a  f o r g i v i n g  h a n d  o n  
a  f in g e r  o f  w h ic h  g l i t t e r e d  a  la r g e  
s to n e  in  a  h e a v y  r in g — th e  b a d g e  o f  
a s p o r t in g  m a n .

“ D o  so m e  r a c in ’ m y s e l f , ”  h e  s a id . 
“ M ig h t y  f in e  m o u n t  y o u  h a v e  t h e r e , 
s u h .”

“ T h a n k s .  M a y b e  I 'm  p r o u d in ’ a  
b it ,  b u t  C h ic o ’ s  th e  f a s t e s t  h o r s e  
w e s t  o f  th e  M i s s i s s i p p i . ”

“ W a s , ”  c o r r e c t e d  th e  m a n  in  th e  
r ig .  H e  lo o k e d  b e h in d  h im , w a v in g  
h is  h a n d  a t  th e  b a y .  “ U n t i l  L a d y  
c r o s s e d  t h e  s a m e  r i v e r ,  s h e  w a s  th e  
f a s t e s t  h o r s e  e a s t  o f  i t . ”

C la ib o r n e  le a p e d  a t  th e  c h a l le n g e .  
“ I ’v e  g o t  t w o  t h o u s a n d  d o l la r s  p o s t ­
e d  a t  S i l v e r  B l u f f ,  f i v e  m i l e s  a h e a d , 
t h a t  s a y s  I ’m  r ig h t .  R e c k o n  w e  c a n  
s e t t le  t h i s . ”

TH E  F I R S T  s l a s h in g  d r o p s  o f  
th e  b o i l i n g  c lo u d s  p lo p p e d  on  

h a t  b r im s ,  p u f f e d  d u s t  f r o m  th e  
ro a d .

“ I  t h i n k ,  s u h ,  m y  b a y  c a n  b e a t  
y o u a h  m u s t a n g .  M y  n a m e ’s  H a r l e y ,  
H a r m o n  H a r l e y .  T h i s  g e n t le m a n  is  
m y  r id e r ,  D a n n y  J o n e s . ”

C la ib o r n e  in t r o d u c e d  h im s e l f  a n d  
a s k e d :  “ K e n t u c k y ? ”

“ W e s t  V i r g i n i a ,  s u h ,  a l t h o u g h  lo n g  
g o n e .”

H a r l e y ' s  e y e s  w e n t  u p , d r e w  b a c k  
f r o m  th e  w r a t h  o f  th e  c lo u d s ,  a s k e d  
q u ic k  q u e s t io n s  a b o u t  a c c o m o d a t io n s  
a t  S i l v e r  B l u f f .

“ Palace H otel's  th e  b e s t  w e ’ ve  g o t ,”  
C la ib o r n e  s a id .  “ T h e r e ’s  t h r e e  s t a ­
b le s — H a l l i d a y ’s ,  th e  H i t c h i n g  P o s t ,  
a n d  m y  o w n , a t  y o u r  s e r v i c e . ”  

“ Palact s o u n d s  f a i r  to  m id d l in '  
a n d  y o u r  s t a b le ’ l l  b e  f in e ,  s u h ,”  H a r ­
l e y  s a id ,  w h ip p e d  th e  s h a g g y  p la in s  
h o r s e , a n d  d ro v e  o n , l e a v in g  C l a i -
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borne in the saddle, staring curious­
ly after him. He finally shook his 
head wonderingly, rode on to cool 
out Chico. The rain was soaking 
into him now, apd he welcomed it 
as would a prairie sapling, leaves 
wilted by drought. He kept Chico 
into the head of the slamming wind, 
the stinging drops. He came to In­
digo creek, crossed at the ford, went 
on along the road toward Sabre City, 
reined when he saw the tracks of the 
rig wheels cutting back from the 
north along the river onto the road. 
He looked north into the great 
stands of cottonwood for a moment, 
watching rain’s slanting charge, 
turned back, let Chico lope, homing 
to the warmth and grain in the sta­
ble.

In spite of the storm, which had 
turned the dust into gluey mud in 
Fremont street, he entered the sta­
ble to find a dozen or so men 
around the bay mare, studying her, 
pointing out what they thought 
might be her strength and weak­
ness. As he dismounted behind the 
excited, curious men he saw Pas- 
quale Ferino, the town barber; Jake 
Hosmer, proprietor o f the Palace; 
Justice of the Peace Tate McDonald, 
who had been posted as one of the 
judges of the matched race; Joe 
Evans, lawyer, and a second of the 
three judges; Tim Sullivan, of the 
Last Chance bar, his own hostler and 
rider, Bucky Burns, and scattered 
ranchers and hpmesteaders,

“ Good barrel,” he heard above the 
buzzing speculation. “Means plenty 
of wind.”

“ Long legs. Should be fast.” That 
was Sullivan, the saloon keeper.

Clai'.-orne grounded his reins, 
worked forward, feeling his new im­
portance in the sliding glances of 
the group, now that Chico had an 
opponent.

McDonald, one of the judges, see­
ing him, said: “ Looks like Chico 
has a race on his hands.”

“ Could be,” said Claiborne, easily, 
his hands exploring the animal, run­
ning over her long muscles, lifting 
her legs one after the other, study­
ing her small feet. He examined the 
left forefoot, looked u p  at McDonald 
and Evans.

“ Has a high nail here,’* he said, 
pointing to the hoof. “ Might cause 
trouble. But maybe I’m loco on feet 
since Chico threw that shoe.”

“ It’ll make no mind,” said lawyer 
Evans, judicially. “Harley’s gone to 
the hotel with his rider. Says he’ll 
meet you in my office at nine to­
morrow morning to set the race 
rules.”

“ Suits me,” said Claiborne agree­
ably, turning away to Chico to un­
saddle him, dry him, curry him and 
get him under blanket.

s 2  s

HEN Claiborne ar­
rived at Evans' crude 
pineboard office the 
next morning with 
Bucky B u r n s ,  he 
found Harmon Har­
ley and his rider, 
Danny Jones; Evans 
and McDonald and 

the third judge, a rancher named 
Vance Hayward; several hangers-on; 
Clint Hargreaves, the banker and 
Bart Barrett, the town marshal, des­
ignated as stakeholder. The rules 
of the match were made quickly, 
with Lawyer Evans drawing them in 
longhand as fast as agreed upon. The 
course would be the quarter-mile 
straightaway, ploughed, harrowed 
and dragged, west of town. The start 
was to be “yes”  and “no” under Har­
ley’s contention that Lady was skit­
tish at gunfire; the horses were to 
run wide to avoid fouling, with 
Bucky Burns and Danny Jones u p ;
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w in n e r  to  t a k e  f o u r  t h o u s a n d  d o l ­
l a r s ;  r a c e  to  s t a r t  a t  t e n  o ’ c lo c k  th e  
n e x t  d a y ,  S a t u r d a y ,  J u l y  f o u r t h .

“ T h e r e ’s o n e  t h in g  m o r e ,”  C l a i ­
b o rn e  d r a w le d .  “ I  w a n t  i t  n o te d  t h a t  
i f  e i t h e r  h o r s e  i s  w i t h d r a w n  f r o m  
th e  r a c e , th e  o w n e r  f o r f e i t s ,  a n d  a l l  
b e ts  a re  p a id  a s  t h e y  s t a n d .”

“ I  h a v e  n o  in t e n t io n  o f  w i t h d r a w ­
in g ,  s u h ,”  C o lo n e l  H a r l e y  s a id .  “ I ’m  
a g r e e a b le .”

T h i s  w r i t t e n  in  b y  E v a n s ,  th e  o w n ­
e r s  s ig n e d .

“ Y o u r  w a g e r ? ”  C la ib o r n e  a s k e d  
H a r l e y .

“ A t  y o u a h  s e r v ic e ,  s u h .”
H e  p ro d u c e d  a  l e t t e r  o f  c r e d i t  

w h ic h  h e  h a n d e d  to  H a r g r e a v e s .
“ W e  h a v e n ’ t  m e t ,”  s a id  H a r ­

g r e a v e s , “ b u t — ”
E v a n s  b e la t e d l y  in t r o d u c e d  th e  

m e n  a n d  H a r g r e a v e s ,  a f t e r  r e a d in g  
th e  l e t t e r ,  s a i d : “ T h i s  i s  s a t i s f a c t o r y .  
I  g u a r a n t e e  th e  w a g e r .  A n d ,  f u r t h e r ­
m o r e , C la ib o r n e ,  w h i l e  I  h a d n ’t  m e t  
H a r l e y ,  I ' v e  e x a m in e d  h i s  e n t r y .  I  
a m  b e t t in g  h e r ,  o f f e r in g  to  s t a k e  th e  
H a r o ld  J o h n s  h o m e s te a d , w i t h  w a t e r  
r ig h t s ,  w h ic h  I  o w n , a g a in s t  y o u r  
h o m e s te a d  o n  t h e  n o r t h  r a n g e ,  t o ­
g e t h e r  w i t h  y o u r  r e m a in in g  e q u i t y  
in  y o u r  s t a b le ,  a n d  y o u r  h o r s e , 
C h ic o . ”

C la ib o r n e  s w a l lo w e d  a s  i f  to  s t o p  
th e  s u d d e n  p o u n d in g  o f  h i s  h e a r t ,  
r u b b e d  th e  m o is t u r e  o f f  h i s  p a lm s  
o n to  h is  l c v i s .  “ A g r e e d .”

A f t e r  a  f l u r r y  o f  w a g e r s ,  th e  m e n  
l e f t  th e  s m o k e - c h o k e d  o f f i c e  b y  o n e s  
a n d  t w o s . C la ib o r n e  s a u n t e r e d  o u t  
u n d e r  th e  h o t  s t e a m in g  s u n ,  s t a c k e d  
to b a c c o  o n  p a p e r ,  f u n n e le d  i t  a n d  
l i t .  H e  s t a r t e d  a c r o s s  th e  h a r d e n in g  
m u d  t o w a r d  h i s  s t a b le ,  t u r n e d  h is  
h e a d  s l i g h t l y ,  s a w  T i m  S u l l i v a n ,  p r o ­
p r i e t o r  o f  th e  Last Chance b a r  d a w d ­
l i n g  a lo n g  b e h in d  h im . H e  e n t e r e d  
th e  s t a b le ,  w e n t  to  th e  b a t t e r e d  d e s k  
in  th e  m ix e d  o f f i c e  a n d  t a c k  ro o m , 
t u r n e d  to  f i n d  S u l l i v a n .  T h e  b a r  
o w n e r  w a s  s t u d y in g  th e  s t r e e t  f u r ­
t i v e l y .

“ W h a t ’s  u p , T i m ? ”  C la ib o r n e  
d r a w le d .

S u l l i v a n ,  s a t i s f i e d  n o  o n e  w a s  w i t h ­
in  h e a r in g ,  c a m e  f o r w a r d  a n d  l o w ­
e re d  h i s  v o ic e .  “ S e e m s  l i k e  w e  c o u ld  
t u r n  t h i s  h e r e  h o r s e  r a c e  in t o  a  b ig  
p r o f i t . ”

“ H o w ? ”  a s k e d  C la ib o r n e ,  s h i e ld ­
in g  h i s  a n g e r  a t  S u l l i v a n ’ s  s n e a k in g  
m a n n e r ,  g u e s s in g  a h e a d  o f  h im . 
“ N ig h t  r a c e  th e  h o r s e s ? ”

“ Y o u  k n o w ,  t h e n — ”
“ I ’v e  b e e n  a r o u n d  s o m e . Y o u  b o y s  

g o t  y o u r  h e a d s  t o g e t h e r  in  t h e  b a c k  
ro o m  o f  th e  Last Chance a n d — ”  

“ B o t h  h o r s e s  a re  in  y o u r  s t a b le ,  
B r a n c h .  I f  y o u  a n d  B u c k y  B u r n s  
w i l l  m a k e  y o u r s e lv e s  s c a r c e  t o n ig h t ,  
w e ’d  r a c e  ’e m , a n d  t h e n  w e  c o u ld  
b e t  o n  a  s u r e  t h in g . ”

C la ib o r n e  f e l t  h i s  b o d y  s t i f f e n in g  
a n d  h i s  f i s t s  s l o w l y  b a l l i n g .  I t  w a s  
th e  im p l i c a t io n  t h a t  c u t  in t o  h im  so  
d e e p ly .  T i m  S u l l i v a n  a n d  h i s  p o k e r  
p la y e r s  s h o u ld  h a v e  le a r n e d  to  k n o w  
h im  b e t t e r .  “ Y o u ’r e  t a l k i n g  to  th e  
w r o n g  m a n ,”  h e  s a id .

H i s  v o ic e  m e a s u r e d  h is  n e x t  
w o r d s ;  “ N o w , g e t  o u t  o f  h e r e ! ”

H e  s a w  s u r p r i s e d  f e a r  b o i l  in t o  th e  
d a r k  e y e s  o f  S u l l i v a n  a n d  th e  s a g  o f  
m u s c le s  w h ic h  c a m e  w i t h  m e n t a l  a n d  
p h y s i c a l  r e t r e a t .  “ I — I  s h o u ld n ’ t  h a v e  
a s k e d ,”  S u l l i v a n  s a id ,  a s  h e  b a c k e d  
o u t .  “ I ’m  s o r r y ,  B r a n c h . ”

“ D o n ’ t t r y  a n y t h i n g , ”  C la ib o r n e  
t o ld  h im .  “ T h a t ’ s  a l l . ”

W r a t h  a t  w h a t  t h e  b a r  o w n e r ,  a n d  
t h e r e f o r e  m a n y  o f  t h e  t o w n s p e o p le  
t h o u g h t  o f  h im ,  c o n t in u e d  to  s u r g e  
t h r o u g h  h im  a s  h e  w a t c h e d  S u l l i v a n  
s c u r r y  a c r o s s  th e  s t r e e t .  H e  t o o k  a  
g u n  a n d  h o l s t e r  f r o m  i t s  r a c k .

R A N C H  w a lk e d  o u t  o f  th e  o f ­
f i c e ,  b a c k  in t o  t h e  s t a b le ,  f o u n d  

h i s  h o s t le r - r id e r  g r o o m in g  C h ic o .  
L i t t l e  B u c k y ,  s l i g h t  o f  b u i ld ,  s m a l l  
o f  b o n e , w i t h  a  b lo n d  c o w l i c k  d o w n  
o v e r  h is  f o r e h e a d ,  m ig h t  h a v e  b e e n  
t w e n t y - f i v e ,  o r  te n  y e a r s  o ld e r .  B u r n s  
lo o k e d  f r o m  h is  h a r d - e y e d  b o s s  to  
th e  w e a p o n  e x t e n d e d  t o w a r d  h im  a n d  
a  q u e s t io n  fo r m e d  in  h is  b lo o d - s h o t  
b lu e  e y e s .

“ T h e r e ’s  a p t  to  b e  t r o u b le , ”  C l a i ­
b o rn e  t o ld  h im . “ S o m e  o f  th e  b o y s  
h a v e  th e  c ro o k e d  id e a  o f  n ig h t  r a c ­
in g  C h ic o  a n d  L a d y .  K e e p  t h is  h a n d y  
— a n d  w e a r  i t  t o n ig h t . ”

B u c k y  B u r n s ’ e y e b r o w s  l i f t e d  in  
a m a z e m e n t . “ T h a t ’ s r o t t e n  a s  f r o z e n  
c a t t le , ”  h e  s a id ,  t a k in g  th e  g u n .

“ Y o u  k e e p  a n y b o d y  b u t  t h i s  C o lo ­
n e l  H a r m o n  H a r l e y  a n d  D a n n y  J o n e s ,
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h i s  r id e r ,  f r o m  b o th  L a d y  a n d  
C h i c o , ”  C la ib o r n e  s a id  a n d  th e n  
s n i f f e d .

“ Y o u ’v e  b e e n  h i t t i n ’ th e  b o t t le  
a g a in ,  B u c k y . ”

“ O n l y  a  c o u p le  o f  e y e - o p e n e r s .  
B a d  n ig h t . ”

“ L a y  o f f .  I  k n o w  I  c a n  t r u s t  y o u  
w h e n  y o u ’ r e  n o t  f u l l  o f  r a t t le s n a k e  
o i l .  R i g h t  n o w , i s  t h e  w o r s t  t im e  y o u  
c o u ld  p i c k — a c r o o k e d  n ig h t  a h e a d  
a n d  a  h a r d  r id e  t o m o r r o w . ’ ’

B u c k y  B u r n s ’ r i g h t  h a n d  w e n t  u p  
a n d  a n  o a th  t u m b le d  f r o m  h i s  l ip s .

“ Y o u ’v e  b r o k e n  i t  b e f o r e ,”  C l a i ­
b o r n e  s a id .  “ I ’ l l  b e  g o n e  f o r  a  
w h i l e . ”

“ Y o u  b e t , B r a n c h . ”
C la ib o r n e  w e n t  o u t ,  c ro s s e d  th e  

s t r e e t  to  t h e  c o r n e r ,  l o o k in g  in t o  
P a s q u a le  F e r i n o ’s  b a r b e r  s h o p  a n d  
t h e  lo b b y  o f  t h e  Palace H otel. H e  
w e n t  t h r o u g h  t h e  s w in g in g  d o o rs  o f  
t h e  Last Chance s a lo o n .

S q u a t ,  b u l k y  a n d  b a n d y - le g g e d  
S h e r i f f  E d  J o h n s o n  a n d  h is  l a n k y  
d e p u t y ,  J o e  V e r n o n ,  h a v in g  a n  e y e -  
o p e n e r  a t  th e  b a r ,  g a v e  h im  a q u e s ­
t io n in g  lo o k .

“ S e e n  t h i s  C o lo n e l  H a r l e y ? ”  C l a i ­
b o rn e  a s k e d .

O t h e r s  in  th e  b a r ,  h e a r in g  th e  
q u e s t io n ,  g a v e  t h e i r  h e a d s  n e g a t iv e  
s h a k e s .

“ N o t  s in c e  a b o u t  th r e e  a y e m ,”  
J o h n s o n  s a id ,  “ n a v i g a t in ’ d o w n  F r e ­
m o n t  l i k e  a  c l i p p e r  s h ip  r o u n d in ’ t h ’ 
h o r n .”

C la ib o r n e  w e n t  in t o  th e  Palace h o ­
t e l ,  f o u n d  J a k e  H o s m e r ,  th e  p r o p r i ­
e t o r ,  b a c k  o f  t h e  d e s k . “ H a r l e y  in  
h is  r o o m ? ”  h e  a s k e d .

“ R e c k o n ,”  s a id  th e  h o t e l  m a n . 
“ T w e n t y - t h r e e . ”

C la ib o r n e  w e n t  u p  th e  c r e a k in g  
s t a i r s ,  t u r n e d  l e f t  a lo n g  th e  lo n g  
h a l l  t h r o u g h  f u m e s  o f  s t a le  to b a c c o  
a n d  th e  s t e n c h  o f  lo n g - d e a d  a lc o h o l ,  
f e e l i n g  th e  f i r s t  o p p r e s s io n  o f  th e  
d a y ’s  h e a t . H e  p o u n d e d  o n  th e  r i c k e t y  
d o o r  o f  H a r l e y ’s ro o m . H e  h e a r d  th e  
g ro a n  a n d  th e  c r e a k  o f  p r o t e s t in g  
b e d s p r in g s ,  b u t  g o t  n o  a n s w e r .  H e  
k n o c k e d  a g a in .

“ W h o 's  t h e a h ? ”  I t  w a s  a d r y -  
t h r o a t  v o ic e  t h r o u g h  t h in  w a l l s .

“ C la ib o r n e . ”
T h e r e  w e r e  m o re  g r o a n s , m o re  c o m ­

p la in t s  f r o m  s p r in g s ,  a n d  p a i n f u l l y  
i n d r a w n  b r e a t h ,  w i t h  t h e  s c r a p e  o f  
f o o t g e a r .  T h e n  th e  d o o r  o p e n e d . T h e  
t a l l ,  h e a v y  W e s t  V i r g i n i a n  s t o o d  in  
r e d  u n d e r w e a r ,  w i t h  h i s  b o o ts  o n , h i s  
h a i r  s t a n d in g  o n  e n d , h i s  f a c e  l in e d  
w i t h  s le e p  w h ic h  h a d  s t a r t e d  w i t h  
s t u p o r .

“ C o m e  i n ,  s u h ? ”
“ T h a n k s . ”
H e  w a t c h e d  th e  c o lo n e l ’s  e y e s  l i f t  

to  a  b o t t le  o n  th e  b u r e a u ,  w a t c h e d  
h is  d r y  l i p s  a s k :  “ D r i n k ? ”

“ T o o  e a r l y . ”
“ T h e n  y o u a h  p a r d o n , s u h .  T h e  

n ig h t  w a s  lo n g  a n d  w e t . ”
H a r l e y  w a lk e d  to  t h e  b u r e a u  a n d , 

s e e in g  h im  w a l k  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t im e ,  
C la ib o r n e  n o t ic e d  t h a t  h e  l im p e d .  H e  
d ra g g e d  h i s  r ig h t  le g  a n d  h i s  b o o t  
s c r a p e d  t h e  f lo o r .

H a r l e y  h a l f - f i l l e d  a  t u m b le r ,  
g u lp e d  d o w n  t h e  r a w  l iq u o r ,  a n d , 
w i t h  h is  f a c e  s c r e w e d  in t o  a  k n o t ,  h e  
w a lk e d  to  th e  w a s h  b a s in .  H e  f i l l e d  
th e  t u m b le r  w i t h  w a t e r  f r o m  th e  
c r o c k e r y  p i t c h e r  a n d  d o w n e d  i t .  
“ T h e  m a w n in ’ s e e m s  b r ig h t e r  n o w . 
W h a t  b r in g s  y o u  h e r e  w h i l e s t  th e  
g r a s s  i s  d e w  w e t ,  C l a ib o r n e ? ”

“ I  w a n t  y o u  to  t a k e  L a d y  o u t  o f  
m y  s t a b le ,  H a r l e y . ”

T h e  m a n ’s b lo o d s h o t  e y e s  g r e w  
s m a l le r  w i t h  o f f e n s e .  “ Y o u  o f f a h  a  
m ig h t y  s m a l l  s a m p le  o f  w e s t e r n  h o s ­
p i t a l i t y ,  s u h — ”

“ T h a t ' s  n o t  th e  p o in t .  W e  r a c e  to ­
m o r r o w  a n d  w i t h d r a w a l  m e a n s  f o r ­
f e i t .  I f  a n y t h in g  h a p p e n e d  to  y o u r
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mare, I would feel it was my fault."
The sullen smoulder cooled o ff of 

the man's features. “ I understand, 
suh.”

“ You’ll do it?”
“Ah’ll have my Danny at yuh ser­

vice, suh. And where would you sug­
gest I—”

“ I suggest nothing. As I told you 
when I met you, there’s Halliday’s 
and the Hitchin’ Post. That’s up to 
you.”

“ My responsibility, of course.”
“ You’ve got it. The whole tow’n’s 

bettin’ ; I want no man to say I ad­
vised you.”

Claiborne put his hand on the white 
porcelain knob of the door. “ There’s 
one thing more, Colonel,” he said, 
emphasizing the title. “ That shout, 
as you called it yesterday, was a 
rebel yell, pretty well known in 
W est Virginia—most of all to colo­
nels.”

CLAIBORNE watched the rising 
heat of anger redden the colo­

nel’s bloated face, his feet separate, 
his body, grotesque in the underwear, 
set itself for a moment. “ What is the 
meaning of this, suh?” he blustered.

“ I wanted you to know—that I 
know.”

Harley bowed slightly. “ At youah 
service, suh.”

“I wouldnt be surprised if you 
would be,” Claiborne said as their 
eyes took measure. He opened the 
door, went into the hallway, pulled 
the door behind him. He went down­
stairs, where Hosmer stared knowing­
ly, set his face for conversation, 
opened with: “ Is it Lady or Chico?” 

“ It’s anybody’s choice,” Claiborne 
flung over his shoulder, leaving Hos- 
mer’s mouth open.

He got the same questions from 
everyone he passed as his heels 
pounded fast down the boardwalk, 
office—Barbara Redfield’s, low and 
that was when he passed the post 
office—Barbara Redfield’s low and 
tense, coming from the wicket just 
back of the door. “ Branch!” It was 
a new tone, a fear-rich tone, insistent.

It halted him, swung him into the 
small building to face her as she 
came from behind the wicket. Then
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he felt more than the warmth o f her 
hand on his arm. There was the tight 
grip of her fingers.

“What is it?”
“ B r a n c h — I ’m  a f r a id .  T h e r e ’s  s o m e ­

t h in g  s t r a n g e  g o in g  o n . I — ”
H i s  l i p s  t ig h t e n e d  o v e r  h is  t e e t h  

a n d  t h e n  h e  s a id ,  h u r t f u l l y :  “ T e l l  i t  
to  C l i n t  H a r g r e a v e s . ”

H e r  e y e s  w e r e  w id e  w i t h  h e r  a p ­
p r e h e n s io n  a s  s h e  t u r n e d  h e r  f a c e  
u f i  to  h im ,  b e a u t i f u l ,  d e s i r a b le .  “ T h i s  
i s  n o  t im e  f o r  t h a t .  B r a n c h — I ’m  s o r ­
r y  I  l e f t  y o u  y e s t e r d a y — I — ”

“ W e  c a n ’ t  t a l k  n o w , B a r b a r a ;  i t ’s  
t im e  f o r  th e  S a b r e  C i t y  s t a g e  a n d  
I ’v e  g o t  to  g e t  th e  r e l a y  r e a d y — ’’ 

“ B r a n c h ,  y o u  m u s t  s t o p  th e  r a c e . 
I t ’ l l  c le a n  o u t  th e  t o w n — a n d  y o u — ”  

“ I ’m  g o in g .”  H e  p a u s e d . “ I  l l  m e e t  
y o u  o n  P a r a d i s e  M e s a  ro a d  n e a r  th e  
g u l l y  a t  e ig h t  o ’c lo c k . ”

“ I ’ l l  se e  y o u  t h e n ,  B r a n c h ;  I ’ l l  t e l l  
y o u  s o m e t h in g  t h a t ' l l  c h a n g e  y o u r  
s t u b b o r n  m in d .”

“ E i g h t  o ’c lo c k . ”  H e  t u r n e d  a w a y  
a s  th e  g r ip  o n  h is  a rm  r e la x e d  r e ­
l u c t a n t l y ,  h u r r i e d  f r o m  th e  p o s t  o f ­
f i c e ,  w e n t  o n w a r d  to  th e  s t a b le s ,  
ig n o r in g  th e  c a l l s  f o r  a  t ip  o n  th e  
r a c e  f r o m  th e  lo u n g e r s  u n d e r  th e  g a l ­
l e r y  in  f r o n t  o f  B e x l e r ' s  d r u g  s t o r e . 
A s  h e  w e n t  b y  th e  s t a g e  o f f i c e  h e  
s a w  K in g s t o n ,  th e  f a t ,  d e r b ie d  d r u m ­
m e r  f r o m  K a n s a s  C i t y ,  h e a r d  h im  
s a y :  “ C a n c e l  m y  p a s s a g e  f o r  t o d a y , 
B e s s .  I ’m  b e t t in ’ e v e r y t h in g  b u t  m y  
s a m p le  c a s e . I ’ l l  s t a y  ' t i l  S u n d a y . ”

CL A I B O R N E  k e p t  g o in g  to  th e  
s t a b le ,  f o u n d  B u c k y  B u r n s  a l ­

r e a d y  b r in g in g  u p  o n e  o f  t h e  g ro o m e d  
a n d  s le e k  te a m s  f o r  th e  s t a g e . H e  
g o t  th e  o t h e r  te a m . W h i l e  h e  w a s  
le a d in g  th e  p a i r  f r o m  th e  c o r r a l  at 
th e  r e a r ,  h e  h e a r d  th e  d u s t y  th u d  o f  
h o o fs  in  F r e m o n t  s t r e e t ,  th e  c r e a k  o f  
th e  c o n c o r d , th e  “ w h o a ”  o f  th e  d r i v ­
e r ,  c la n k  o f  c h a in s ,  rasp o f  brake, r a t ­
t le  o f  g e a r  as t h :  hors.es p r o t e s t e d  
t h e i r  b it s .

H e  w o r k e d  w i t h  B u r n s  a t  h a r n e s s ­
e s , n o d d e d  d i s t a n t l y  to  B a r b a r a ,  
s t r a ig h t  a n d  w i l l o w y  a g a in s t  th e  
s h im m e r in g  h e a t ,  a s  sh e  b r o u g h t  o u t ­
g o in g  m a i l  s a c k ,  p ic k e d  u p  th e  i n ­
c o m in g . H e  t o o k  th e  h o t ,  w e a r y  a n i ­
m a ls  in t o  t h e  r i s in g ,  f e t i d  h e a t  o f
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the stable, found Danny Jones there 
with silver to pay for Lady’s board. 
He took the money, counted out 
change.

“Where to, should anybody ask?” 
he queried.

“ Hitchin’ Post,” the young rider 
said.

“ Luck,” Claiborne told him and 
watched the small naan lead the mare 
into the curious stares and speculat­
ing talk of street-loafers.

After the stage animals had been 
watered, cooled out and grained he 
did half a dozen chores, finally 
looked through the gape of the front 
door to see sunbeams, gold-flecked by 
traffic-whipped dust, slanting across 
Silver B luff’s main thoroughfare.

“ Better work Chico out,” he told 
Burns.

The rider nodded, saddled and soon 
was gone. When he got back, Clai­
borne told him to get his supper. He 
sponged the animal, curried him and, 
before blanketing him, got some sad­
dle soap and mixed it with water. 
Then he rubbed the sticky concoction 
along Chico’s spine, making a ribbon 
about three inches wide and run­
ning the length of the saddle.

When this had dried stiffly, he 
blanketed him, led him to his stall 
and gave him feed.

Bucky Burns came back, swung on 
his belt and gun, looking like a 
gnome with a cannon at his side 
“ Stayin’ o ff the lightnin’ ?” Claiborne 
asked.

“ I give you my word didn’t I?”
“ Remember what I told you about 

that gun. If anybody comes spookin’ 
into the stable, use it; it makes you 
as big as the biggest. Now, I ’m goin’ 
to get cleaned up and eat. After that 
I ’m ridin’ out on one of the rental 
horses. I’ll take over from you 
around ten o’clock, so’s you can get 
some sleep.”

“ Yes, Branch.”
The southerner went to Pasquale 

Ferino’s barber shop, wondering at 
Barbara’s desperation. What in­
formation could she have for him 
which was so secret and so impor­
tant? ;(jte thought about it while Pas­
quale shaved him, while he soaked 
himself in the hot water o f the bar­
ber shop tub. After that, he went to

his room, saw it was time for sup­
per. He went into the dining room, 
surprised to sec Barbara eating with 
Hargreaves at a small table, looking 
more provocative than upset. She 
gave him a smile and an airy wave. 
Hargreaves ignored his presence.

He didn’t enjoy his meal. He ate 
little and rapidly and, when he left 
the place, Hargreaves and Barbara 
had their heads close together over 
their food.

BUCKY BURNS greeted him as 
he came into the stable, saddled 

one of the better rental horses. He 
rode north along the Paradise Mesa 
road. The day heat clung lingeringly 
to the land. He felt more than he 
smelled the rich, earthy odor of 
ripening grain, looked up now and 
then at the millions of stars which 
sprinkled the sky with dancing dots 
here, misted it there. When he 
reached the gully he pulled o ff to 
the side of the thoroughfare, waited, 
easy in his saddle, fighting o ff his 
impatience. Finally, anxiously, he 
heard the thud o f the hoofs of her 
mount, whistled softly, tightening all 
over as she came beside him and be 
breathed the freshness of her. It was 
as if something had lighted a fire 
within him as she came over closer, 
saying softly: “ Branch!”

“ What’s wrong?" he asked, tense­
ly. “ W hy must you see me?”

“ Stop that race!”
“I tell you I can’t. If I withdraw 

I lose. So does everybody else who’s 
bet on Chico.”

“ But something has to be done, 
Branch; there’s something bad come 
up.”

“ What?”
“I shouldn’t be telling you. It's 

against regulations—but Clint Har­
greaves and this Colonel Harley have



IS FAMOUS WESTERN

known each other for some time.” 
“ How do you know that?” » 
“ They’ve exchanged several let­

ters. Most of it’s been done since you 
offered to race Chico. They’re work­
ing something crooked, Branch.”

He was glad the darkness of the 
night hid the assault of grimness on 
his face. After a moment, he said, 
easily: “ I ’d forget it. Hargreaves is 
welcome to write to anybody after 
I ’ve posted my money for a race, tell- 
in’ ’em to bring a horse to beat 
Chico. And there’s nothin’ Har­
greaves would like better than to 
ruin me.” He paused, then: “You 
were with Hargreaves tonight—” 

“ Certainly. I was trying to find 
out what was behind those letters— 
trying to make him betray himself.” 

“ Confederate spy, eh? Seems as if 
you were likin’ your work.”

He didn’t try to keep the sarcasm 
from his voice—wanted her to know 
she had hurt him. “Don’t talk that 
way—I tell you, there’s going to be 
trouble. You seem to resent my ef­
forts to help.”

He heard anger creep into her 
voice. He saw her again at dinner 
with the banker. “ I can take care of 
myself,” he 3aid, with flat finality.

“ It’s nice,” she said, whipping the 
words in shape under the hammer of 
quick anger, “ to know one so self- 
sufficient. Go it alone.”

Before he could make a move to 
stop her she wheeled her mount, 
used her quirt-and was away.

The touch of Claiborne’s hand 
on the neck of the rental animal took 
plunging desire from his muscles. 
“ Take it easy, boy,” he said, listen­
ing to the pound of hoofs ahead of 
him. After they’d died, he set out 
slowly for the dimly lighted cow- 
town, no man to race after someone 
who didn’t want him; he’d given too 
much o f his pride away to her now.

The renter was a good road horse, 
covered ground rapidly back to Sil­
ver Bluff, took him directly into the 
stable, anxious to be rid of bis bur­
den and secure reward from his 
trough. As he dismounted, Claiborne 
felt a strange emptiness to the place. 

“ Bucky!” he called.
The only answer he got was the 

stirring restlessness of the hofses.

Anger leaped through him as his 
eyes sought Chico’s stall. The big 
racer was there. Had the little rider 
broken his promise at some bar or 
over some bottle? He started search­
ing, unmindful of anything exceot 
that if Burns had given in to his 
thirst, tomorrow's race might well 
be lost—no other rider knew €::ico 
so well.

Swiftly he went from stall to stall, 
through the office, back out to the 
rear of the building, sentinelled by 
great bales of hay. The bales had 
been pulled irregularly and there 
were gaps at their bases, cloaked in 
shadow, away from the high lantern 
at the front of the establishment.v" 3 r

E FOUND the body 
of Bucky Burns lying- 
in one of these crevic­
es. It wasn’t drink this 
time. Burns had a 
knot, the size of half 
an egg, on the side of 
his head. His hair was 
matted with b l o o d .  

More blood had run down his cheek.
Claiborne was shaking the little 

man in hope of reviving him when, 
from somewhere above him, a hurt­
ling weight struck his head and 
shoulders with a sickening crash that 
tore ligaments. He was driven face 
down into the mud floor of the sta­
ble. His head blew up.

His next conscious thought was 
the throbbing in his jammed shoul­
ders and the ache in his head. Then 
he tried to move and found he had 
been trussed up like a calf for brand­
ing. He moved painfully, tried to 
put the force of his burning muscles 
against his bonds—and go nowhere. 
The darkness bothered him until he 
realized he had been pulled into a 
stall.

He listened, heard the sound of 
heavy breathing, somewhere in the 
next stall. “ Bucky—that you?” he 
asked, and got no answer.

Against the protests of his bat­
tered body and the lariat which 
bound him, he managed to roll, jack­
knife and hump himself around the
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b o a rd e d  p a r t i t io n ,  to  b u m p  a g a in s t  
c lo t h in g  a n d  f l e s h .  T h e r e  w a s  e n o u g h  
l i g h t  h e r e  to  se e  t h e  s m a l l ,  h u d d le d  
a n d  b o u n d  f o r m  o f  h i s  r id e r .  A s  h e  
f e l t  g a t h e r in g  s t r e n g t h  h e  c o n t in u e d  
to  j a r  B u r n s '  b o d y  w i t h  h is  o w n  c a l l ­
i n g :  “ B u c k y !  B u c k y !  W a k e  u p .”

A t  f i r s t  h e  g o t  o n ly  g ro a n s . A f t e r  
m in u t e s  o f  a s s a u l t  h e  h e a r d  B u r n s ’ 
t h i c k  p r o t e s t :

“ G o  'w a y .  L e m m e — ”
T h e n  c o n s c io u s n e s s  p u s h e d  i t s e l f  

in t o  th e  b r a in  o f  th e  r id e r ,  h i s  b o d y  
j e r k e d .  “ W h a t  t h ’ d e v i l ? ”

“ I t ’ s  m e  B u c k y — B r a n c h .  Y o u ’v e  
g o t  to  c o m e  b a c k  to  l i f e .  I f  w e  w o r k  
t o g e t h e r  w e  c a n  g e t  o u t  o f  th e s e  h o g  
h a r n e s s e s .”

T h a t  t o o k  f u m b l in g ,  m is t a k e s ,  g r o p ­
in g  u n t i l  C la ib o r n e  w a s  a b le  to  g e t  a t  
a n d  u n d o  th e  b o n d s  w h ic h  w e r e  b i t ­
in g  in t o  J i i s  c o m p a n io n , u s in g  th e  
f r e e  f i n g e r s  o f  h i s  w r i s t s  b o u n d  b e ­
h in d  h im .

K n o t  b y  k n o t  h e  lo o s e n e d  th e  
t w e n t y - f i v e  fo o t  r o p e . H i s  h a n d s  
f r e e ,  B u r n s  w a s  a b le  to  u n t ie  h is  
a n k ie s ,  g r o a n in g ly  g e t  to  h is  h a n d s  
a n d  k n e e s ,  a n d  t h e n  r e le a s e  C l a i ­
b o rn e .

T h e  t w o  m e n  s a t  o n  th e  s t a l l  f lo o r ,  
u n k in k in g ,  g a t h e r in g  s t r e n g t h ,  lo o k -  
in  a t  e a c h  o t h e r .

C la ib o r n e  s a id :  “ Y o u ’re  s u r e  n o
s ig h t  f o r  s o re  e y e s .  W h a t  h a p ­
p e n e d  ? ”

“ Y o u  d o n ’t  lo o k  l i k e  n o  a n g e l  
y o r e s e l f , ”  th e  r id e r  r e p l ie d .  " I  d u n n o  
w h a t  h a p p e n e d . I  w a s  j u s t  g o in ’ o u t  
to  t h e  c o r r a l .  S e e m e d  l i k e  I  h e a r d  
th e  h o r s e s  r e s t le s s .  I  g o t  o u t s id e  t h ’ 
b u i ld in g ,  i n  t h ’ s h a d o w s . S o m e b o d y  
m u s t  o f  d ro p p e d  a n  a n v i l  o n  m e .”  

C la ib o r n e ,  a s  h e  l i s t e n e d ,  p u l le d  
h im s e l f  to  h is  f e e t ,  lo o k e d  o v e r  a t  
C h ic o ’s  s t a b le .  A l a r m  a l r e a d y  h a d  
p u s h e d  i t s  w a y  in t o  h is  m in d .  “ I  
t h i n k  C h ic o ’s  b e e n  n ig h t  r a c e d ,”  h e  
s a id ,  a s  h e  w e n t  t o w a r d  th e  a n im a l .  
“ A n y w a y s ,  I ’l l  so o n  f in d  o u t . ”

H e  p u l le d  t h e  b la n k e t  f r o m  th e  
a n im a l ,  f e l t  s m o o t h , e v e n  h a i r  a lo n g  
th e  a r e a  w h e r e  h e ’ d  p u t  th e  m ix t u r e  
o f  w a t e r  a n d  s a d d le  s o a p . “ Y e p .  H e  
h a s  b e e n , a l l  r i g h t . ”

“ H o w  d ’y o u  k n o w ? ”  B u r n s  a s k e d . 
‘ T  p u t  s a d d le  s o a p  o n  h i s  b a c k  a n d  

| iM k i t  d r y , ”  C la ib o r n e  e x p la in e d .  “ I t

m a d e  th e  h a i r  m a t  d o w n . A  s a d d le  
h a s  ru b b e d  th e  m a t  o u t . H a i r ’ s s o f t
a g a in .”

B u r n s  e y e d  h im  w i t h  a  m ix t u r e  o f  
w o n d e r  a n d  a d m i r a t io n .  “ B r i g h t  a s  a 
t a c k ! ”  h e  e x c la im e d .  “ W h a t  n o w ? ”  

“ I ’m  g o in ’ o v e r  to  t h ’ H i t c h i n ’ 
P o s t , ”  C la ib o r n e  s a id ,  g r i m l y ,  a s  h e  
f e l t  th e  im p a c t  o f  w h a t  t h e  n ig h t  
r a c e  m e a n t .  B y  d a w n , a n d  e v e n  n o w , 
p le n t y  o f  p e o p le  k n e w  w h ic h  h o r s e  
h a d  w o n . E v e r y b o d y  in  t h e  k n o w  
w o u ld  b e t  o n  t h e  s u r e  t h in g .  T h o s e  
w h o  h a d n ’ t  w o u ld  b e t  o n  th e  lo s e r .  
B e t w e e n  t h e  w is e  g u y s  a n d  t h e  k n o w  
n o t h in g s  th e  t o w n  w o u ld  g o  c r a z y .  
A s  B a r b a r a  h a d  p r e d ic t e d ,  i t s  w h o le  
f u t u r e  w a s  a t  s t a k e .

CL A I B O R N E  f o u n d  th e  r e n t a l  
h o r s e  s t i l l  s a d d le d  a n d  b r id le d ,  

l e i s u r e l y  m u n c h in g  h a y  in  s p i t e  o f  
h i s  b i t .  H e  le d  t h e  a n im a l  to  th e  
f r o n t  o f  th e  b u i ld i n g ,  w e n t  i n t o  h i s  
o f f i c e  a n d  t a c k  r o o m , s la p p e d  a r o u n d  
h is  le a n  w a i s t  a  c a r t r id g e  b e l t  a n d  
h o l s t e r ,  t h e  l a t t e r  c o n t a in in g  a  C o l t ’ s  
.4 4 . H e  c h e c k e d  th e  c y l i n d e r  a n d  
a c t io n .  T h e n  h e  t o o k  a  s c a b b a rd e d  
W i n c h e s t e r  f r o m  th e  p in e  w a l l ,  g a v e  
i t  c a r e f u l  a t t e n t io n ,  la s h e d  i t  to  h is  
s a d d le .

B u r n s  s p e n t  m o s t  o f  h i s  t im e  
w a t c h in g  a n d  a c c o m o d a t in g  a  l a r g e  
c h e w  o f  to b a c c o  to  h is  m o u t h .  A s  
C la ib o r n e  m o u n t e d ,  h e  s p o k e , a s  i f  
a d d r e s s in g  h i m s e l f :  “ W o n d e r  w h ic h  
h o r s e  w o n ? ”

“ T h a t , ”  s a id  C la ib o r n e ,  “ i s  o n e  o f  
th e  t h in g s  I  a im  to  f i n d  o u t .”

“ L u c k , ”  s a id  B u r n s .  " I ’ l l  b e  s t a n d -
i n ’ b y . ”

C la ib o r n e  r o d e  in t o  t h e  s i l e n t ,  
s t a r - w a t c h e d  s t r e e t ,  d a r k  u n d e r  th e  
v e l v e t  s k y ,  t h e  c o o l  a i r  w h i c h  p r e s ­
a g e d  t h e  d a w n  c le a r in g  h i s  h e a d  a n d  
d r i v i n g  t h e  p a in  f r o m  i t .  O n e  d im  
l i g h t  s h o w n  i n  th e  lo b b y  o f  th e
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Palace hotel. Lamps were out even 
in the Last Chance bar as Claiborne 
rode up Fremont street, across First 
and into Carson, where the Hitching 
Post was hedged on one side by a 
blacksmith shop and on the other 
by an implement store. The siding 
buildings were dark under the black­
ness o f the moonless night. A high 
lantern swung from the rafters made 
a bleak pattern o f light and shadow.

Claiborne didn’t expect to find 
anyone, unless it was Harley’s rider, 
Danny Jones, in the stable, which 
was open for the convenience of late 
travellers but did not do enough 
business to justify a night hostler. 
Nevertheless, as he entered, he called 
the name of the proprietor: “ Hogan! 
Jim Hogan!”

The only reply was the shifting of 
animals in their stalls and the hollow 
echo of his voice slapping back at 
him from the end of the long build­
ing.

His search yielded no trace of Ho­
gan, of Jones.

Nor was Lady there.
Thinking that all this didn’t add 

up, he blew out the lamp and mount­
ed the rental horse. Where was La­
dy? The animals had been raced a 
long time before. Proof lay in the 
fact that Chico was cool, without 
cinch marks or sweat under his blan­
ket. Only the rubbed out saddle soap 
was the giveaway. Lady should have 
been back in her stall long since.

He sent the whole story through 
his mind, hoping to get to some con­
clusion. After he had offered to race 
Chico against all comers, Harley had 
appeared with Lady at almost the 
last minute and had accepted his 
challenge; Harley had known Clint 
Hargreaves previously, according to 
Barbara, which meant that they might 
be in some kind of cahoots. Further­
more, Harley had donned the raiment 
and exaggerated accent of a south­
erner, a Yankee sharper who wanted 
to give the impression that he was 
from some other part o f the coun­
try than the banker, to add to the 
illusion they were strangers.

Hargreaves and Harley bad been 
becking Lady. The local sentiment 
was for Chico. Sullivan, o f the lo­

cals, had boldly suggested to him 
that the animals be night-raced. Then, 
the locals had managed to carry out 
that object so they could bet on a 
sure thing.

Sullivan had come to him—
He rode from the stable into the 

alley, tied the horse some distance 
from the rear of the Last Chance 
bar, behind which Sullivan had his 
living quarters. The lamp was out 
in the bedroom and the window to 
the back was open to the night air.

LAIBORNE went cat-footed to 
the side door, pounded.

The only answer was the faint 
creek o f bedsprings, the careful move­
ment of life across the floor. Clai­
borne toed swiftly around to the 
window, looked in, saw in the faint 
light the shadowy form in his night 
shirt opening his door against the 
night with his left hand. A shotgun 
was in his right.

Claiborne’s .44 was trained on Sul­
livan’s back. "Drop that gun!” he 
ordered, as he threw a leg over the 
sill.

The saloonkeeper swung, surprise 
and fear popping his eyes and drop­
ping his jaw as he saw the ghostly 
man, the unghostly gun in the eerie 
light.

“Throw the gun on the bed and 
light your lamp!” Claiborne ordered. 
“ I ’m aimed to shoot something 
and you aren’t.”

The saloonkeeper saw the logic 
of this statement, backed down, 
tossed his weapon on the bed. His 
hands trembled in the dark as he 
fumbled for a match and the room 
slowly came into relief under the 
glow.

“ What do you want?” the bar­
keeper asked, as the stable owner 
swung himself into the room with­
out taking the muzzle of his gun o ff 
his target.

“Lady and Chico were raced to­
night.”

“ I don’t know anything about it.”
“You’re lyin’, Sullivan.”
“ I tell you—I didn’t have anything 

to do with it.”
Claiborne took the shells from the 

shotgun, pocketed them, holetered
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h i s  o w n  g u n ,  a d v a n c e d  o n  S u l l i v a n ,  
w h o  s t o o d  b y  th e  la m p . H e  g ra b b e d  
th e  f l a n n e l  n ig h t  g o w n , t ig h t e n e d  i t  
a r o u n d  S u l l i v a n ’s  n e c k  a n d  s la p p e d  
h i s  f a c e .

“ M a y b e  y o u ’d l i k e  to  g e t  r o u g h e d  
u p  a  b i t , ”  C la ib o r n e  s a id .  “ O n  th e  
o t h e r  h a n d , m a y b e  y o u ’ l l  u s e  h o r s e  
s e n s e . T h e  w h o le  t o w n ’s  f u t u r e  is  
b a n g in ’ . T h e r e ' s  c r o o k e d n e s s  g o in ’ 
o n . I f  y o u  w a n t  to  r u i n  y o u r s e l f  a n d  
S i l v e r  B l u f f ,  k e e p  y o u r  m o u t h  s h u t .  
T h e n  I ’ l l  b e a t  i t  o p e n  a n d  y o u  w o n ' t  
h a v e  g o t  a n y w h e r e ,  a n y w a y s . ”

T h e  s a lo o n k e e p e r ’s  f a c e  s a g g e d . “ I  
— I  d id n ’ t  h a v e  a n y t h in g  to  d o  w i t h  
r a c in g  t h e  h o r s e s ,  C l a ib o r n e — ”

“ B u t  y o u  k n o w  w h o  d id . ”
“ D o n ’t  e v e n  k n o w  t h a t .  H o n e s t  I  

d o n ’ t . ”
C la ib o r n e  t ig h t e n e d  h i s  g r ip  o n  

th e  f l a n n e l  n ig h t  s h i r t  a n d  s la m m e d  
S u l l i v a n ’ s  b a c k  a g a in s t  th e  w a l l  so  
h a r d  h i s  h e a d  s h o o k  th e  b o a rd s . 
“ W h o  w o n ? ”

“ I — I  f o u n d  t h a t  o u t — C h ic o . ”  
“ W h o  t o ld  y o u ? ”
“ D a n n y  J o n e s — th e  c o lo n e l ’s  r i ­

d e r . ”
“ W h o  p u t  th e  b ee  in  y o u r  b o n n e t  

to  t r y  t h e  s t u n t ? ”
“ D a n n y  J o n e s . ”
“ W h y ? ”
“ H e  s a id  h e  w a s  s o r e  a t  th e  c o lo ­

n e l ,  s a id  t h e  c o lo n e l  h a d n ’ t  p a id  
h im . H e  s a id  h e  c o u ld n ’ t  p u l l  L a d y  
so  C h ic o  w o u ld  w in  b e c a u s e  t h e  
c o lo n e l  w a s . to o  s m a r t  f o r  t h a t .  B u t  
h e  s a id  w e  c o u ld  s n e a k  t h e  h o r s e s  
o u t  a n d  f i n d  o u t  w h i c h  w a s  th e  
f a s t e s t .  T h e n  w e  c o u ld  b e t  o n  a 
s u r e  t h in g . ”

“ H o w  m u c h  d id  y o u  g iv e  h im ? ”  
“ T w o  h u n d r e d  d o l la r s ,  so  h e  c o u ld  

b e t  o n  C h i c o . ”
“ A n d  y o u  d o n ’t  k n o w  w h o  r a c e d  

t h e  a n im a ls ? ”
“ N o . I  g o t  c o ld  f e e t  a f t e r  I  t a lk e d  

to  y o u .”
C la ib o r n e  s w u n g  th e  s a lo o n  m a n  

a w a y  f r o m  th e  w a l l ,  g a v e  h im  a  
q u a r t e r  t u r n ,  a n d  s la m m e d  h im  a c r o s s  
th e  b e d .

“ N ic e  g o in ’ , ”  h e  s a id .  “ A  f in e  
p ie c e  o f  b u s in e s s  to  b e  m ix e d  u p  in .  
S le e p ,  n o w , i f  y o u  c a n .”

HE  W E N T  o u t  t h e  d o o r ,  w a lk e d  
to  t h e  r e n t a l  h o r s e  a n d  s w u n g  

u p  o n  h im . H e  r o d e  to  h i s  o w n  s t a b le  
s l o w l y .  T h e  p a t t e r n  w a s  b e g in n in g  
to  t a k e  s h a p e  i n  h i s  m in d  n o w ,  a n d  
w i t h  i t  c a m e  o n e  s h a r p ,  s m a l l  d e t a i l .  
T h a t  w a s  th e  t r a c k  o f  t h e  r i g  c o m in g  
in t o  th e  S a b r e  C i t y  r o a d  f r o m  th e  
r o a d le s s  b r u s h  w h i c h  l in e d  I n d ig o  
c r e e k .  A n  o r d in a r y  t r a v e l l e r  w o u ld n ’ t  
s t o p  l i k e  t h a t  i n  t h e  la t e  a f t e r n o o n ,  
w i t h  a  s t o r m  t h r e a t e n in g ,  a n d  w h e n  
o n ly  a  f e w  m i l e s  f r o m  h i s  g o a l.

A t  th e  s t a b le ,  h e  t u r n e d  i n ,  f o u n d  
B u r n s  w id e  a w a k e  in  a  c h a i r ,  h i s  
s i x - g u n  a c r o s s  h i s  la p .

“ W h o  w o n ? ”  B u r n s  a s k e d .
“ C h i c o , ”  C la ib o r n e  t o ld  h im . “ I ’m  

r i d i n ’ o u t  th e  S a b r e  C i t y  ro a d . I ’ l l  
b e  b a c k  b y  r a c e  t im e . ”

“ I ' l l  b e  h e r e ,”  th e  l i t t l e  r id e r  s a id .  
C la ib o r n e  r o d e  e a s t  in  a  lo n g ,  

s t e a d y  lo p e ,  r a c in g  a g a in s t  a p p r o a c h ­
in g  d a y . A l r e a d y  f a l s e  d a w n  w a s  a t  
h a n d  w h e n  h e  r e a c h e d  I n d ig o  c r e e k .  
T h e  r o a d  w a s  f a s t ,  b u t  t h e  r id e  in t o  
th e  c r e e k  a n d  n o r t h  a lo n g  i t  w a s  
h a r d .  B r u s h  w h ip p e d  a g a in s t  h i s  
l e g s ,  c o t t o n w o o d  l im b s  s c r a p e d  h im , 
t o re  a t  h im . T h e  s u r e - fo o t e d  a n im a l  
s t u m b le d  w h e n  s t o n e s  r o l le d  u n d e r  
h is  h o o f s .  T h e r e  w a s  b e t t e r  g o in g  
h ig h e r  u p  o n  t h e  m e s a , b u t  h e  s t a y e d  
lo w  a s  th e  d a y  b e c a m e  l i g h t e r  to  
a v o id  b e in g  h ig h - l ig h t e d  a g a in s t  th e  
a w a k e n in g  s k y .

T h e  h o r s e  s k i t t e r e d  a s  q u a i l  
f lu s h e d ,  a s  j a c k  r a b b it s  to o k  o u t  
f r o m  a lm o s t  u n d e r f o o t ,  b u t  k e p t  
g o in g .

I t  w a s  t h a t  w a y  f o r  h a l f  a n  h o u r ,  
a n d  t h e n  C la ib o r n e  c a m e  to  a  s h a r p  
d e f i l e ,  a  n a r r o w  c a n y o n ,  w i t h  a  w a l l  
b lo c k  f i f t y  f e e t  h ig h .  T h e  c r e e k  
r u s h e d ,  d e e p  a n d  w i l d ,  f i l l i n g  th e  
p a s s a g e . T h e r e  w a s  o n l y  o n e  t h in g  
to  d o — d o u b le  b a c k  h a l f  a  h u n d r e d  
y a r d s ,  t a k e  to  a  d r a w ,  f o l lo w  i t  u p  to  
th e  f l a t  a b o v e ,

C la ib o r n e  m a d e  i t  s l o w l y ,  c a r e f u l ­
l y ,  a n d  c a m e  o n to  th e  m e s a , k n e e  
d e e p  in  d r y i n g  b u n c h  g r a s s .  H e  
t u r n e d  n o r t h  a g a in ,  r i d i n g  b r i e f l y .  
T h e  s k y  to  t h e  e a s t  w a s  p a l in g  n o w , 
w i t h  a  f a i n t  t in g e  o f  o r a n g e  a lo n g  
th e  r id g e s ,  i n d i c a t i n g  th e  a p p r o a c h ­
in g  s u n .
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O n c e  a g a in ,  h e  s t a r t e d  d o w n  a lo n g  
th e  r i v e r  b e d .

H e  h e a r d ,  t h e n ,  t h e  n i c k e r  o f  a  
h o r s e , f l u n g  h im s e l f  f o r w a r d  to  g ra b  
th e  n o s t r i l s  o f  h i s  m o u n t  to  p r e v e n t  
h im  f r o m  a n s w e r in g .

H e  h e a rd  t h e  s h a r p  s la p  o f  th e  
r i f l e  r i s i n g  o f f  th e  c a n y o n  w a l l s  
e v e n  a f t e r  t h e  b u l le t  t o re  a lo n g  h is  
h e a d , t u r n e d  t h e  w o r ld  r e d , a n d  s e n t  
i t  s p in n in g  c r a z i l y  a r o u n d  h im .

H e  f o u g h t  to  r e g a in  h is  s e n s e s  
e v e n  a s  th e  h o r s e  p lu n g e d  b e n e a th  
h im  a n d  w h i r l e d .  I n s t i n c t  t o ld  h im  
to  g ra b  th e  a n im a l ’s  m a n e , g e t  i t  in  
a d e a th  g r ip .

T h e n  h e  p a s s e d  o u t  c o m p le t e ly .

^ 4 /
A R B A R A  R e d f i e ld  
w a s  a w a k e n e d  b y  th e  
p o u n d in g  o n  th e  d o o r  
n e x t  to  h e r s .  A n  i n ­
d e f in a b le  f e a r  c r e p t  
o v e r  h e r  a s  sh e  l a y .  
h e r  b o d y  t a u t ,  h e r  
e y e s  w id e ,  h e r  e a r s  
a le r t .  T h e  p o u n d in g  

c e a s e d  w h e n  s h e  h e a r d  D r .  K e n n e t h  
S m i t h ,  w h o  o c c u p ie d  t h e  a d jo in in g  
s u i t e ,  c a l l  o u t  g r u m p i l y : ‘ ‘W h o 's
t h e r e ? ”

“ B u c k y  B u r n s ! ”  c a m e  th e  a la r m e d  
v o i c e ;  “ D o c ,  y o u ’v e  g o t  to  c o m e  
q u i c k !”

“ W h a t ’s  w r o n g ? ”
“ I t ’ s  B r a n c h  C la ib o r n e ,  d o c . H e  

r e d e  o u t  o n  a  r e n t a l  h o r s e . J e s t  n o w  
th e  h o r s e  c o m e  b a c k , s a d d le  e m p t y . 
T h e r e ’s  b lo o d  a l l  o v e r  t h ’ s a d d le  a n d  
t h ’ h o r s e .”

" G o  h a r n e s s  m y  r i g , ”  th e  d o c t o r  
o r d e r e d . B u r n s ’ f e e t  b e a t  a f a s t  d e ­
p a r t u r e .

B a r b a r a ’s  h e a r t  p o u n d e d , sh e  f e l t  
d i z z y  a s  s h e  s a t  u p r ig h t ,  s w u n g  h e r  
f e e t  to  th e  f lo o r .  B r a n c h  h u r t ,  a n d  
p o s s ib ly  d e a d !  A  s u d d e n  g u i l t  s w e p t  
h e r  w h e n  s h e  t h o u g h t  o f  th e  w a y  
s h e  h a d  t r e a t e d  h im  th e  n ig h t  b e f o r e ,  
a n d  t h e n  t h a t  p a s s e d  in t o  a d e s ir e  to  
h e lp .

S h e  b a n g e d  o n  th e  t h in  w a l l  to  
th e  a d ja c e n t  r o o m . “ Y e s ? ”  s h e  h e a rd  
th e  d o c t o r  s a y ,  a s  h e  s h u f f l e d  a r o u n d , 
m a k in g  s o u n d s  o f  h u r r i e d  d r e s s in g .

“ I t ’ s  m e — B a r b a r a .  I ’m  c o m in g  
a lo n g .”

“ G o o d  g i r l ! ”  D r .  S m i t h  r e p l i e d .  
“ T h e  m o r e  e y e s  t h e  b e t t e r — a n d  I ’ l l  
p r o b a b ly  n e e d  a  n u r s e . ”

H a s t i l y  s h e  p o u r e d  w a t e r  f r o m  th e  
b ig  w h i t e  p i t c h e r  in t o  t h e  b a s in ,  
d a s h e d  i t  o v e r  h e r  f a c e ,  t h i n k in g  a s  
s h e  d id  s o , I  don’t care about Sil­
ver B lu ff ’s future, I  don’t care who 
wins the race now ,  all I  want to 
know is that m y man is still alive. I  
don’t even care about the ranch on 
the north range, because in this 
country there’s always a new start—

S h e  c o m b e d  o u t  h e r  h a i r ,  d id  i t  
q u i c k l y ,  a n d  t h e n ,  t a l l  a n d  m o u ld e d  
o f  f o r m ,  s h e  t o o k  o f f  h e r  n ig h t g o w n ,  
p u t  o n  h e r  u n d e r t h in g s ,  a l l  t h e  w h i l e  
s p e c u la t in g  a n d  p r a y in g  a n d  h o p in g  
t h a t  s h e ’ d  h a v e  B r a n c h  a n d  t h e  f u ­
t u r e  w i t h  h im ,  g o o d , o r  b a d , o r  h e r e ,  
o r  t h e r e — b u t  a lw a y s  t o g e t h e r .  S h e  
d re s s e d  q u i c k l y  in  p la id  w a i s t ,  a  d i ­
v id e d  d e n im  s k i r t ,  a n d  h e r  r i d i n g  
b o o ts  a s  p r o t e c t io n  a g a in s t  r o c k s  a n d  
b r u s h .

B y  t h i s  t im e ,  D r .  S m i t h ,  a  l a r g e ,  
h e a v y - s e t  m a n  w h o s e  s i l v e r e d  h e a d  
s h o w e d  h e ’d  lo n g  s in c e  s e e n  m id d le  
a g e , w a s  r a p p in g  o n  h e r  d o o r . “ C o m e , 
c o m e , g i r l ! ”  h e  c a l le d ,  e v e n  a s  s h e  
o p e n e d  i t .  H e  w a s  s t a n d in g  t h e r e ,  
a n x io u s  in  h i s  f r o c k  c o a t ,  h i s  w id e  
h a t ,  c a r r y i n g  th e  b la c k  b a g  w h ic h  
h a d  b e c o m e  a  p a r t  o f  h im .

“ I ’m  r e a d y , ”  s h e  s a id .  H e  t o o k  h e r  
a r m  a n d  t h e y  h u r r i e d  a lo n g  t h e  h a l l ,  
d o w n  t h e  s t a i r s  a n d  t h r o u g h  th e  
s m a l l  lo b b y  to  F r e m o n t  s t r e e t .  E v e n  
i n  h e r  p e r t u r b a t io n  s h e  n o t ic e d  t h a t  
t h e  t h o r o u g h f a r e  w a s  f i l l e d  w i t h  
p e o p le ;  t h a t  r ig s  a n d  w a g o n s  w e r e  
t ie d  to  th e  h i t c h in g  p o s t s ;  t h a t  
h o m e s t e a d e r s ,  r a n c h e r s ,  t o w n s f o l k  
w e r e  b u s t l in g  a b o u t  e x c i t e d l y ,  d e ­
s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  w a s  a  h o l id a y  
a n d  o n ly  a n  h o u r  a f t e r  s u n r i s e .  S h e  
a n d  th e  p h y s i c i a n  p lo u g h e d  d e t e r ­
m in e d ly  a n d  s w i f t l y  a c r o s s  F r e m o n t  
s t r e e t  to  B r a n c h  C la ib o r n e ’s  s t a b le s .  
B e f o r e  a n y  o f  t h e  p e o p le  s h e  k n e w  
w e r e  a w a r e  o f  h e r  s p e e d y  p a s s a g e —  
a n d  s h e  k n e w  th e m  a l l  a s  p o s t  o f f i c e  
c u s t o m e r s — s h e  a n d  D r .  S m i t h  w e r e  
p i l i n g  in t o  t h e  w a i t i n g  r ig .  B u c k y  
h a d  s a d d le d  a  m o u n t .

“ C o u ld n ’ t  f i n d  S h e r i f f  J o h n s o n ,”
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B u r n s  s a id ,  a s  h e  v a u l t e d  to  h i s  
h o r s e .  “ G u e s s  h e ’s  m i l l i n ’ a r o u n d  
l i k e  a l l  th e s e  o t h e r s .  T h e y ' r e  r a c e  
m a d . N e v e r  s e e n  a n y t h in g  l i k e  i t !  
W e l l ,  l e t ’s  g e t  g o in ’ . ”

O n c e  o u t  o f  t h e  t w o - b lo c k  b u s i ­
n e s s  d i s t r i c t  o f  F r e m o n t  s t r e e t ,  D r .  
S m i t h  t o ld  B a r b a r a ,  w h o  n e e d e d  n o  
t e l l i n g ,  to  w a t c h  b o t h  s id e s  o f  t h e  
ro a d  a n d  g a v e  h i s  h o r s e  h e r  h e a d . 
B u r n s  w e a v e d  b a c k  a n d  f o r t h  o n  h i s  
m o u n t ,  s t u d y in g  th e  w e e d e d  s id e s  o f  
th e  g r a v e l l y  t h o r o u g h f a r e ,  p e e r in g  
f o r  a  c r u s h e d  s p o t  in  th e  t a l l  g r a in  
b e y o n d .

BA R B A R A ’S  h e a r t  s a n k  a s  t h e y  
f o u n d  n o  t r a c e  o f  B r a n c h  b y  

th e  t im e  t h e y  r e a c h e d  th e  t u r n  a n d  
s w i t c h  b a c k  l e a d in g  d o w n  in t o  th e  
b e d  o f  I n d ig o  c r e e k .  B y  n o w  t h e  
t e n s io n  i n  h e r  h a d  m o u n t e d  to  a  
p o in t  w h e r e  s h e  w a n t e d  to  s c r e a m , 
a n d  h e r  e y e s  a n d  h e a d  a c h e d  f r o m  
c o n c e n t r a t io n  o n  e v e r y  p o s s ib le  s p o t  
w h e r e  C la ib o r n e  m ig h t  b e  f o u n d . 

T h e y  r e a c h e d  th e  f o r d ,  c r o s s e d  i t ,  
a n d  s t i l l  t h e r e  w a s  n o  s ig n  s h o w in g  
w h e r e  C la ib o r n e  m ig h t  l i e .

“ T a k e  i t  e a s y ,  g i r l , ”  D r .  S m i t h  
s a id ,  f e e l i n g  h e r  t e n s e  f e a r .  T h e n  
h e  a d d e d  g r u e s o m e ly ,  b u t  p r a c t i c a l ­
l y ,  a s  h e  s c a n n e d  th e  s k y : “ H e ’ s  n o t  
d e a d  y e t .  T h e r e ’s  n o  b u z z a r d s  c i r ­
c l i n g . ”

B a r b a r a  w a s  c lu t c h in g  to  t h i s  
s c a n t  a s s u r a n c e  w h e n  B u c k y ,  w h o  
h a d  b e e n  w e l l  to  th e  n o r t h  s id e  o f  
th e  r o a d , r e in e d  a b r u p t ly  a n d  lo o k e d  
d o w n . “ W h o a ! ”  h e  s h o u t e d . D r .  
S m i t h  p u l le d  u p .

“ H o r s e s  g o in ’ t h i s  w a y , "  s a id  
B u r n s ,  p o in t in g  n o r t h  in t o  th e  b u r s h ,  
a lo n g  t h e  s id e  o f  th e  c r e e k .  H e  
t u r n e d  h i s  m o u n t  i n ,  a n d , a s  th e  r ig  
f o l lo w e d ,  t h e y  h e a rd  h is  c a l l : “ H e r e  
h e  i s ! ”

“ A l i v e ? ”  B a r b a r a  h e a rd  h e r s e l f  
s c r e a m , a n d  th e  v o ic e  d id n ’ t  s o u n d  a t  
a l l  l i k e  h e r  o w n , b u t  th e  c r y  o f  h e r  
m o t h e r  w h e n  t h e y ’ d f o u n d  th e  b o d y  
o f  h e r  f a t h e r  p ie r c e d  w i t h  I n d i a n  
a r r o w s .

D r .  S m i t h  p u l le d  u p , d ro p p e d  h is  
r e in s  a n d , w i t h  a n  a g i l i t y  w h ic h  b e ­
l i e d  h i s  a g e , g ra b b e d  h i s  b a g  a n d  
le a p e d  f r o m  th e  r ig .  B a r b a r a  w a s  
r ig h t  b e h in d  h im . T h e y  r a c e d  in t o  a

c le a r in g  a n d  ,  f o u n d  C la ib o r n e  
s p r a w le d  g r o t e s q u e ly .  B u r n s  w a s  
b e n d in g  o v e r  h im , h i s  h a n d  o n  h is  
c h e s t .

“ H e a r t ’s  s t i l l  h e a t in ’ ,  d o c ,”  h e  s a id .  
“ B a r b a r a ,  g e t  th e  c a n t e e n  f r o m  t h e  

r i g , ”  D r .  S m i t h  o r d e r e d .  “ F i l l  i t  w i t h  
f r e s h  w a t e r  a t  th e  c r e e k . ”

S h e  d id  a s  s h e  w a s  t o ld .
T h e n  s h e  s h o o k  o f f  t h e  p a r a l y s i s  

o f  f e a r  w h i c h  h a d  b e s e t  h e r  o n  s ig h t  
o f  C la ib o r n e ’s  b lo o d - s m e a r e d  f a c e  a n d  
h a i r .  I n s t i n c t i v e l y ,  s h e  s a n k  to  h e r  
k n e e s ,  c r a d le d  h i s  h e a d  in  h e r  a r m s . 
S m i t h  g a v e  h e r  a  w is e  o ld  s m i le  a s  
h e  p u t  a  p ie c e  o f  c o t t e n  lo a d e d  w i t h  
s p i r i t s  o f  a m m o n ia  u n d e r  C la ib o r n e ’ s 
n o s e . T h e  w o u n d e d  m a n  g a s p e d , 
c o u g h e d , o p e n e d  h i s  e y e s .  T h e y  w e n t  
to  B a r b a r a ’ s  f a c e .  T h e y  w e r e  f i l l e d  
w i t h  m ix e d  d i s b e l ie f  a n d  w o n d e r  a s  
h e  m u t t e r e d :  “ T h i s  m u s t  b e  h e a v e n ! ”  

“ T ’ i s n ’ t  h e a v e n ,  a n d  I ’v e  g o t  w o r k  
to  d o ,”  S m i t h  s a id ,  w i t h  f a l s e  g r u m ­
p in e s s .  “ T h i s  i s  n o t  t im e  f o r  r o ­
m a n c e .”

T h e  f i r s t  t h in g  h e  d id  w a s  g i v j  
h i s  p a t ie n t  a la r g e  s h o t  o f  w h i s k e y  
f o l lo w e d  b y  c o ld  w a t e r  f r o m  th e  
c r e e k .  T h e n ,  s w i f t l y ,  w i t h  t h e  h e lp  
o f  B a r b a r a ,  h e  u s e d  t h e  r e s t  o f  th e  
w a t e r  to  c le a n s e  th e  w o u n d , t h e n  
p a in t e d  i t  w i t h  io d in e ,  a p p l ie d  o i n t ­
m e n t  a n d  b a n d a g e .

“ W h o  s h o t  y o u ? ”  S m i t h  a s k e d .  
“ D u n n o ,  d o c . G o t  b u s h w h a c k e d  

a n d  m u s t ’v e  s t u c k  to  m y  s a d d le  a 
b i t .  N e a r  th e  r o a d , a r e n ’ t  w e ? ”  

“ R i g h t ,  B r a n c h . ”
C la ib o r n e  s a t  u p , l e a v in g  th e  p i l ­

lo w  o f  B a r b a r a ’s  la p . “ D o  y o u  t h in k  
y o u ’ r e  a b le  to  r id e  in  w i t h  u s ? ”  d ie  
a s k e d ,  t e n d e r l y .

C la ib o r n e  g a v e  h e r  a  c r o o k e d  g r in .  
“ M o r e  t i r e d  t h a n  h u r t , ”  h e  s a id . 
“ O n l y  I ’m  n o t  r i d i n ’ i n . ”

H e  s a w  f e a r  p u s h  th e  t e n d e r n e s s  
f r o m  B a r b a r a ’s  e y e s .

“ I ’m  g o in ’ to  f i n d  o u t  w h o  s h o t  
m e . T h e n  I ’ l l  b e  i n . ”

B a r b a r a  s a i d :  “ N o , y o u  c a n ’ t — ”
D r .  S m i t h ,  w is e  to  th e  w a y s  o f  

m e n , p u t  h i s  a r m  o v e r  t h e  g i r l  s 
s h o u ld e r .  “ H e ’ d  n e v e r  f o r g iv e  h im s e l f  
o r  y o u  i f  h e  d id n ’ t , ”  h e  s a id ,  a n d  
m a d e  h i s  v o ic e  so  t h a t  B a r b a r a  
w o u ld  u n d e r s t a n d .  C la ib o r n e  h e ld  
o u t  h i s  h a n d s  to  B a r b a r a  a n d  B u r n s
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a n d  t h e y  p u l le d  h im  to  h i s  f e e t .  H e  
s h o o k  h i s  h e a d  s l o w l y  to  g e t  r i d  o f  
h i s  d i z z in e s s  a n d  t h e n  s a id :

“ B a r b a r a ,  y o u ’r e  r i d i n g  b a c k  to  
t o w n  w i t h  d o c  in  t h e  r i g .  I ’m  t a k in g  
B u c k y ’s  h o r s e ,  a n d  h e ’ l l  p i l e  in  w i t h  
y o u .  D o c ,  i n  c a s e  I  d o n ’t  g e t  b a c k  in  
t im e ,  I  a p p o in t  y o u  to  ‘ r e p ’ f o r  m e , 
a n d  i t ’s  y o u r  jo b  to  se e  t h a t  B u c k y  
r id e s  a n d  t h e  r a c e  i s  f a i r  a n d  s q u a re . 
Y o u  k n o w  t h e  t e r m s  I  m a d e .”

D r .  S m i t h  n o d d e d . “ C a n ’ t  a f f o r d  to  
w i t h d r a w , ”  h e  a g r e e d . “ W h o l e  t o w n ’s  
b e t t in ’ o n  C h ic o  a n d  e v e r y b o d y ’ d  lo s e  
e v e r y t h in g  i f  C h ic o  d id n ’ t  r u n . ”  

“ Y o u ’v e  g o t  i t ,  d o c .”
H e  p ic k e d  u p  t h e  r e in s  o f  th e  

h o r s e  B u r n s  h a d  r id d e n ,  s w u n g  in t o  
t h e  s a d d le ,  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  c h e c k e d  
t h e  C o l t  w h ic h  w a s  s t i l l  i n  i t s  h o l ­
s t e r ,  t r i e d  to  e a s e  B a r b a r a ’s  f e a r  
w i t h  a  c o n f id e n t  g r i n ,  a n d  s a id ,  “ so  
lo n g .”

U n d e r  l i g h t  s p u r  a n d  r e i n ,  h e  
t u r n e d  th e  a n im a l  t o w a r d  t h e  b r u s h  
a lo n g  th e  c r e e k .

S m i t h  w a t c h e d  t h e  t a l l  r i d e r  f o r  
a  m o m e n t , so m e  o f  h i s  o w n  y o u t h  
c o m in g  b a c k  in t o  h i s  e y e s ,  a n d  t h e n  
t o ld  h i s  h o r s e ,  “ g id d a p ! ”  T h e  h o r s e  
p u l le d  t h e  r i g  c o n t a in in g  t h e  t r io  
b a c k  to  t h e  h ig h w a y ,  le n g t h e n e d  h is  
r u n  u n d e r  a  t o u c h  o f  D r .  S m i t h ’s 
w h ip .

“ D o c — w h a t ’s  h e  u p  t o ? ”  a s k e d  
B a r b a r a ,  w o r r y  s t i l l  g o a d in g  h e r  
h e a r t ,  f e a r  p r e s s in g  d o w n  o n  h e r .  
B r e a t h i n g  c a m e  h a r d  to  h e r  c h e s t .

“ I  d o n ’t  k n o w ,  g i r l .  O n l y  h e  
k n o w s .  W h e n  a  y o u n g  m a n ’s  g o t  
t h in g s  o n  h i s  m in d ,  a g e  a n d  w o m e n  
d o n ’t  a s k  q u e s t io n s — o r  w o r r y . ”

FO R  B A R B A R A ,  t h e  r id e  b a c k  
in t o  t o w n  w a s  a  n ig h t m a r e  o f  

s p e c u la t io n .  A n d  g u e s s in g  d id  h e r  n o  
g o o d . I f  a n y t h in g ,  i t  m a d e  h e r  o ld e r  
i n  a  s e n s e  t h a t  s h e  w a s  g e t t in g  a  n e w  
p e r s p e c t iv e  o n  h e r s e l f  a s  a  w o m a n . 
D o n ’t  a s k  q u e s t io n s ,  D r .  S m i t h  h a d  
s a id ,  a n d  h e  m ig h t  h a v e  a d d e d , d o n ’t  
t r y  to  b e  b o s s . T h i s  w a s  t h e  t im e  o f  
h e r  s u r r e n d e r  to  t h e  m a n  s h e  h a d  
g u id e d ,  d o m in e e r e d , s o u g h t  to  m o u ld  
i n t o  t h e  f o r m  s h e  w a n t e d .

It was approaching race time when 
the rig clattered into Fremont street, 
almost deserted, the people- baring

t a k e n  t h e i r  b u m b le  a n d  e x c i t e m e n t  
to  t h e  t r a c k .  D r .  S m i t h  l e t  B u c k y  
o u t  o f  t h e  r i g  to  l i g h t  s a d d le  C h ic o  
a n d  r id e  h im  t h e r e ,  t u r n e d  to  B a r ­
b a r a :  “ W e ’ d  b e s t  g o  o u r s e lv e s ,”  h e  
s a id .  “ T h e r e ’ l l  b e  p le n t y  o f  a r r a n g ­
in g  b e fo r e  th e  r a c e . ”

B a r b a r a  w a s  a m a z e d  a t  t h e  t u r n ­
o u t  w h e n  t h e  r i g  r e a c h e d  t h e  f l a t  
p la in  w e s t  o f  t o w n .  T h e  p a n o r a m a  e x ­
c i t e d  h e r ,  a n d ,  w h i l e  i t  f a i l e d  to  
w ip e  o u t  h e r  w o r r y  o v e r  C la ib o r n e ,  
i t  s h a r e d  h e r  m in d .  F o r  t h e  f i r s t  
t im e ,  s h e  r e a l i z e d  t h e  g r o w t h  a n d  
a p p r o a c h in g  s o l i d i t y  o f  S i l v e r  B l u f f  
a n d  th e  h o m e s te a d  a n d  r a n g e  la n d  
w h ic h  i t  c e n t e r e d .  T h e r e  m u s t  b e  
m o r e  t h a n  t w o  t h o u s a n d  p e o p le  m i l l ­
in g  a r o u n d , p la c in g  b e t s ,  t a lk i n g  
c r o p s ,  c a t t le ,  w e a t h e r  a n d  p r o s p e c t s .

T h e  q u a r t e r - m i le  s t r i p  w a s  l in e d  
w i t h  h e a v y  f a r m  w a g o n s ,  b u c k b o a r d s ,  
a n d  r ig s ,  t h e  e a r l y  c o m e r s ,  h a v in g  
f o u n d  p la c e s  a t  t h e  f i n i s h  l i n e ,  h e ld  
b a c k  b y  r o p e s . M e n  o n  f o o t  a n d  o t h ­
e r  m e n  o n  h o r s e b a c k  m o v e d  a m o n g  
t o w n s w o m e n , d r e s s e d  i n  t h e i r  b e s t  
t a f f e t a ,  p r e s e n t in g  p a r a s o ls  to  th e  
b r o i l  o f  t h e  J u l y  s u n .

C h i l d r e n  f lo c k e d  a r o u n d  t h e  s o f t -  
d r i n k  a n d  ic e  c r e a m  s t a n d  s e t  u p  
b y  G e r a ld  F a y ,  w h o  r a n  t h e  p a r lo r  
i n  t o w n  a n d , a t  a  d i s c r e e t  d is t a n c e ,  
T i m  S u l l i v a n  w a s  d is p e n s in g  r e d  
r y e  a n d  b e e r  o v e r  a  t e m p o r a r y  b a r  o f  
p in e  b o a rd s  s e t  o n  s a w  h o r s e s  to  
f la t - h a t t e d  c o w b o y s ,  d u d e d  u p  t o w n s ­
m e n , h o m e s t e a d e r s  g e t t in g  t h e  .p lo u g h  
d u s t  o u t  o f  t h e i r  t h r o a t s .

O v e r  i t  a l l ,  B a r b a r a  t h o u g h t ,  s u s ­
p e n s e  h u n g  l i k e  t h e  s h im m e r in g  h e a t  
w a v e s  s i l v e r i n g  t h e  h o t  h o r iz o n .

S h e  s a w  a  f o u r t h  lo n g  t a b le ,  w i t h  
B a r t  B a r r e t t ,  t h e  t o w n  m a r s h a l ,  b e ­
h in d  i t ,  a n d  s t a r t e d  a t  t h e  s ig h t  o f  
a r g u in g ,  g e s t i c u l a t i n g  m e n , t h r e e  
d e e p . S h e  w a s  p u z z le d  b y  t h e  h u g e  
s t a c k  o f  g e a r  b e h in d  t h e  t a b le ,  w h e r e  
t w o  m e n  s id e d  B a r r e t t  i n  a  m a d  
s c r a m b le  o f  s a d d le s ,  g u n s ,  b e d r o l l s ,  
a n d  e v e n  h a t s .  B e h in d  t h i s  p i l e ,  
h o r s e s  w e r e  p ic k e t e d .  T h e r e  w e r e  
w a g o n s  a n d  r i g s ,  t h e i r  s h a f t s  e m p t y  
a n d  d o w n . O n e  man s e e m e d  to  be th e  
c e n t e r  o f  attention. She lo o k e d  c lo s e ­
ly and saw it was Harmon Harley.

S h e  stopped dead i n  her tracks. 
“What is *1! that, doc?”
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He smiled down at her. "The 
boys/’ he said, “are betting every­
thing they own—mostly on Chico. 
Their stuff is tagged. That Colonel 
Harley’s takin’ most of the bets— 
backin’ Lady.”

"But—those horses and wagons—”
Dr. Smith’s face grew grim. “A 

lot of goods is going to have new 
owners in not so long,” he said, “ in­
cluding land on which men have 
toiled three years to win and hold.”

"You don’t like it,”  Barbara said.
"It ’s not right for the town.” He 

looKed ahead of him, saw Lady, rest­
ive, dancing her eagerness, being 
led toward the judges’ stand by the 
rider, Danny Jones. The three judges 
stood on the small, raised board 
platform, watching the horse ap­
proach—Joe Evans, the lawyer, Jus­
tice of the Peace McDonald, and 
the rancher, Vance Hayward. Clint 
Hargreaves, on the ground, in rain­
bow vest, frock coat, and beaver hat, 
clinging to tradition even under the 
attack of the heat, tipped his hat to 
Barbara and bowed from his immac­
ulate waist. She returned the flour­
ish lightly.

Evans, McDonald and Hayward 
stepped down from the platform to 
inspect the entry and, while they 
were so occupied, Bucky Burns rode 
up on Chico, prancing to the excite­
ment surrounding him, skittish and 
nervous. Durns steadied him with a 
pat of his hand on graceful neck, dis­
mounted, and offered him for in­
spection.

Barbara saw Harley leave the bet­
ting stand, limp into the circle of 
judges, Burns and Jones, and Dr. 
Smith.

“ Where’s Claiborne?” he asked, 
looking around him.

“ He’s got a headache,” answered 
Dr. Smith, not untruthfully. “ It 
laid him out flat. I'm repping for 
him.”

“ I object!” Harley complained. 
“He must be heah, or—”

Justice McDonald cut him off. 
“ There’s nothing in the race agree­
ment sayin’ he’s got to be present. 
W e’ll proceed, gentlemen.”

The judges instructed the riders 
as to the rules.

After that, Barbara watched the 
arrangements speed up, with the 
starter getting his orders and riding 
out toward the far end of the 
stretch; the crowd tensing as he 
rode, and word spreading that the 
race was about to start; men desert­
ing the Sullivan bar, glasses in hand, 
to crowd as close to the finish line 
as possible; others haggling over 
last-minute bets through Barrett and 
his helpers, and then joining the 
drift toward the track; Lady and 
Chico, hoofs digging, impatient, al­
most breaking from restraint, tug­
ging against Jones and Burns to­
ward the starting mark.

Barbara felt the portentious hush 
and her heart began to pound; it was 
as if even the sky had tightened. 
And her mind went to Claiborne 
swiftly, caressingly. H e’s all right, 
she thought, he’s got to be all right 
—only why isn’t he here?

Then as she held her place close 
to the finish line, against the push­
ing and jostling, she heard the rising 
rumble of sound along the far- 
stretched line of spectators: “ They’re 
o f f ! ’

CLAIBORNE, moving swiftly but 
painstakingly, sought the trail 

of a horse going north and one going 
south along Indigo creek, and soon 
found them. Carefully his eyes fo l­
lowed the double trail. His aware­
ness this time led him to ride with 
drawn revolver. Eventually he 
reached the blocking cliff through 
which the Indigo ran deep and fast, 
turned up the same draw and sent 
his mount onto the mesa, alert, wait­
ing, studying. He determined the di­
rection from which he had been 
bushwhacked by placing himself in 
the same position and calculating 
the angle of the bullet along his 
head.

He rode down into the brush, 
found what he wanted. There was 
the empty shell from a Winchester, 
and the dragging marks of a lame 
man. Two bits of evidence the 
marks on the ground identifying
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Harley, were in the center o f a 
clearing beside the creek filled with 
the roots of what had been lush 
grass. Claiborne found a stake hole 
in the middle.

But he had not yet found what he 
wanted.

He went on to another clearing, 
where a picketed horse had eaten a 
circle out o f the grass, always on 
the alert for movement of sound 
which would betray a presence. He 
paused a moment, sensing rather 
than hearing something—and, dur­
ing that pause came the nicker of a 
horse farther ahead.

He rode swiftly then, low on the 
neck o f his animal, hard on his stir­
rups, unmindful of the sting of 
brush, waiting for the crack o f a 
rifle, hoping that his helter-skelter, 
zig-zag run would dodge lead.

No weapon spoke.
He rode into a clearing. The mare 

he sought stood there, picketed, 
looking up, ears back with alarm 
and curiosity.

“Now for a fast change,” he told 
his mount as he hit ground, removed 
his gear, used the mare’s rope to 
snub her tight to a cottonwood. Sad­
dle and bridle set, he dropped the 
halter and rope from the mare, 
mounted.

The ride back to the deserted 
streets of Silver B luff was fast. 
Claiborne pounded along Fremont 
street, west to the track. He arrived 
as the roar of ’ ‘They’re of f ” reached 
his ears. Coming in from behind, 
against the backs o f the excited 
watchers, his approach was unob­
served by the hundreds whose eyes 
and minds were on the drama of the 
racing horses and the stupendous 
outcome. He tooled his mount close 
behind the judge’s stand, where he 
could see, yet not be noticed.

The hoofs of the animals, grow­
ing louder, the sight of Chico in 
the lead, heartened him. Then his 
world seemed to stand still and he 
felt the violent, oppressing hush as 
Lady, a length behind, began to 
creep up on Chico who, he saw, was 
giving everything of heart and mus­
cle.

Lady’s advance was relentless as 
time seemed to have been suspended.

At last the now silent crowd and 
Claiborne himself accepted the in­
evitable, even before Lady came 
across the line a full length ahead 
of the Silver B luff racer.

These folks, Claiborne thought, as 
he heard the angry buzz of conster­
nation, wrath and downright dis­
belief, have bet their shirts and their 
future, and there’s going to be troub­
le unless—

His lips tightened into a thin line 
as he listened to the rising cries of 
the crowd which was turning into a 
m ob; watched the riders run out 
their mounts, return to the finish 
line for announcement o f what the 
stunned multitude already so tragic­
ally knew.

As Burns and Jones approached he 
picked up the high spots of the tab­
leau—the judges turning slowly to 
face the horses and riders—the be­
wildered, sullen crowd moving to­
ward the stand— Clint Hargreaves, 
an imperious and smug grimness on 
his face saying, “ I told you I al­
ways win”—Harley fatuously grin­
ning his triumph—

“ Just a minute, gentlemen, before 
you announce the winner.” Claiborne 
spoke in a low voice, but in the 
tragedy-charged moment, his words 
reached out to the fringes of the 
crowd.

The judges faced him, agape at 
his presence and his appearance. 
“ I ’m enterin’ a protest,” he said, lev- 
elly.

As he spoke his eyes were nailing 
each move o f Hargreaves, Harley 
and Jones. He saw that a six-gun 
swung on the hip of Harley, 
watched the hand with the big ring 
on it.

“ What is it, Branch?” asked Jus­
tice McDonald.

“Judge,” said Claiborne, "look at 
the mare I'm ridin’. You Evans, and 
you, Hayward. Then look at Har­
ley’s mare.”

McDonald was the first to speak.
“ They’re twins—”
“A ringer—” added Hayward.
"That’s right,” Claiborne said, 

clearly. He surveyed the crowd, 
hand on the butt of his revolver. 
“ Stand back!”  he snapped.
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T h e  c r o w d  h a l t e d  i t s  a d v a n c e  u n ­
d e r  t h e  la s h  o f  h i s  v o ic e .

“ Y o u ,  E v a n s  a n d  M c D o n a ld ,  lo o k  
a t  th e  l e f t  f o r e f o o t  o f  m y  m o u n t .  
Y o u ' l l  s e e  th e  h ig h  n a i l  y o u  lo o k e d  
a t  d a y  b e fo r e  y e s t e r d a y  in  m y  s t a ­
b le . L o o k  a t  J o n e s ’ h o r s e ;  t h e r e ’s  n o  
h ig h  n a i l . ”

H e  p a u s e d , w a t c h e d  f e a r  r i s e  in t o  
th e  b la n c h in g  f a c e  o f  H a r g r e a v e s ,  
a n g e r  a n d  h a t e  f l u s h  th e  f e a t u r e s  o f  
H a r l e y ,  th e  e y e s  o f  J o n e s  lo o k  f o r  
so m e  w o r d  f r o m  e i t h e r — a n d  g e t  
n o n e .

“ I  h e r e b y  c la im ,  u n d e r  th e  r a c e  
r u l e s , ”  C la ib o r n e  s a id ,  h i s  v o ic e  
r i s i n g  to  a  b o o m in g  p e a k  o v e r  th e  
n o w  n o n p lu s s e d  a n d  e x c i t e m e n t -  
f r o z e n  c r o w d ,  “ t h a t  H a r l e y  e n t e r e d  
th e  h o r s e  I ’m  o n , w i t h d r e w  i t  f o r  
t h a t  f a s t e r  r i n g e r  o v e r  t h e r e ,  a n d  
t h e r e b y  f o r f e i t s  th e  r a c e  to  C h ic o  
b e c a u s e  o f  t h a t  w i t h d r a w l — ”

CL A I B O R N E  s a w  th e  f l a s h  o f  
th e  b r i l l i a n t  s t o n e  in  th e  h e a v y  

r in g  o n  H a r l e y ’s  r i g h t  h a n d , a n d  h is  
g u n  c a m e  o u t ,  a  s p l i t  s e c o n d  a h e a d  
o f  H a r l e y ’s d r a w . H i s  C o l t  c o u g h e d , 
b o o m e d , a n d  H a r l e y ’s  g u n  b la s t e d  
o v e r  t h e  h e a d s  o f  th e  c r o w d  a s  t h e  
s lu g  h i t  h i s  s h o u ld e r  a n d  k n o c k e d  
h i s  g u n  a rm  b a c k w a r d .

A lm o s t  a t  th e  s a m e  in s t a n t ,  H a r ­
g r e a v e s  w e n t  f o r  h i s  s le e v e  g u n , a  
d e r r in g e r .

W h ip p e d  b y  c o ld  a n g e r ,  C la ib o r n e  
s p u r r e d  h i s  m o u n t ,  c h a r g e d  in t o  th e  
t w o  w i l d  s h o t s .  H a r g r e a v e s  t u r n e d ,  
f a c e  w h i t e ,  a n d  r a n .  D e l ib e r a t e l y ,  
C la ib o r n e  ro d e  a f t e r  h im ,  s m i le d  
g r i m ly  w h e n  t h e  b e a v e r  w e n t  f l y ­
in g ,  b e n t  lo w  in  th e  s a d d le ,  ja m m e d  
h is  l e f t  h a n d  d o w n  in t o  t h e  b a n k e r 's  
c o a t  c o l l a r  a n d  p ic k e d  h im  u p , 
b r o u g h t  h im  b a c k ,  H a r g r e a v e s ’ lo n g  
le g s  k i c k i n g  f r a n t i c a l l y  t h r o u g h  th e  
a i r .  W h e n  h e  r e a c h e d  t h e  j u d g e s ’ 
s t a n d  h e  f l u n g  t h e  m a n  f o r w a r d  so  
t h a t  h e  s p r a w le d  in  th e  d i r t .

“ A n d  n o w , g e n t le m e n ,”  h e  a s k e d . 
“ W h a t ’s  y o u r  d e c i s io n ? ”

“ W e  d e c la r e  th e  r a c e  i s  f o r f e i t e d  
b y  H a r l e y , ”  s a id  M c D o n a ld .  “ C h ic o  
w i n s !”

C la ib o r n e  s e n s e d  a n d  t h e n  s a w  th e  
f i r s t  s t i r  in  th e  m o b  a s  i t  a w a k e n e d  
f r o m  i t s  s h o c k .  B a r b a r a ,  h a n d s

c la w in g ,  a r m s  o u t s t r e t c h e d ,  t h e n  e l ­
b o w in g ,  t h e n  p u l l i n g ,  w a s  f ig h t i n g  
t o w a r d  h im .

H e  d is m o u n t e d  i n  t im e  to  t a k e  h e r  
in  h i s  a r m s .  “ I t ’ s  a l l  r i g h t ,  i t ’ s  a l l  
r i g h t , ”  h e  m a n a g e d  to  s a y  a s  s h e  
c lu n g  to  h im ,  s o b b in g .

“ O h ,  B r a n c h , ”  w a s  a l l  s h e  c o u ld  
s a y .  “ O h ,  B r a n c h . ”¥ ^

I t  w a s  lo n g  a f t e r  th e  r a c e  w a s  
o v e r  t h a t  t h e  e n t i r e  p lo t  h a t c h e d  a n d  
d e v e lo p e d  a lm o s t  to  f i n a l i t y  w a s  
f u l l y  e x p la in e d  b y  C la ib o r n e .  H a r l e y ,  
a  b u l le t  i n  h i s  s h o u ld e r ,  m a d e  a f u l l  
c o n f e s s io n  i n  h i s  h o t e l  r o o m . H a r ­
g r e a v e s  g a v e  u p  t h e  l e t t e r s  h e  h a d  
r e c e iv e d  f r o m  H a r l e y  f u r t h e r  r e ­
v e a l in g  t h e  p la n  to  f r a m e  th e  n ig h t  
r a c e  a n d  t h e n  w in  w i t h  t h e  f a s t e r  
r in g e r .  J o n e s  a d m it t e d  d u p in g  S u l ­
l i v a n .

H a r g r e a v e s ,  H a r l e y ,  t h r e a t e n e d  b y  
t h e  w r a t h  o f  t h e  t o w n — S h e r i f f  E d  
J o h n s o n  w a s  f o r c e d  to  d e p u t iz e  a  
d o z e n  m e n  t o  k e e p  t h e  v e n g e a n c e -  
h u n g r y  c r o w d  f r o m  s t o r m in g  th e  
Palace h o t e l  w h e r e  t h e y  a n d  J o n e s  
w e r e  h e ld — p a id  o f f  to  t h e  l i m i t .  
U n d e r  a n  e s c o r t ,  t h e y  a n d  D a n n y  
J o n e s  l e f t  t h e  t o w n  a t  m id n ig h t .*  *  *

J u l y  f i f t h  w a s  b r ig h t ,  c le a r  a n d  
h o t  o v e r  t h e  s l o w l y  s e t t l i n g  t o w n — a 
s o b e r in g  S u n d a y  a f t e r  t u m u l t .

E a r l y ,  C la ib o r n e  h a d  h i s  w o u n d  
d r e s s e d  i n  D r .  S m i t h ’s  h o t e l  ro o m . 
“ Y o u  s a v e d  t h e  t o w n ,  B r a n c h , ” , t h e  
d o c t o r  t o ld  h i s  p a t ie n t  a s  t h e  l a t t e r  
w in c e d  u n d e r  th e  io d in e ,  “ b u t  n o ­
b o d y ’ l l  g iv e  y o u  c r e d i t .  T h e y  w e r e  
v i c t im s  o f  t h e i r  o w n  g u l l i b i l i t y  a n d  
a v a r ic e .  T h e y  w a n t  to  f o r g e t .  P e o ­
p le  a re  l i k e  t h a t . ”

“ I  w o n  t h e  r a c e ,  a f t e r  a  f a s h io n —  
m y  l a s t  r a c e ,”  C la ib o r n e  s a id . 
“ T h a t ’s  w h a t  c o u n t s . ”

T h e  m e n  h e a r d  th e  p o u n d  o f  a  
s m a l l  f i s t  o n  t h e  w a l l ,  a n d  t h e n  B a r ­
b a r a  a s k e d :  " I s  t h a t  y o u ,  B r a n c h ?  
D id  I  h e a r  y o u  s a y  ‘ l a s t  r a c e ’ ? ”

C la ib o r n e  c h u c k le d .  “ T h a t ’s  w h a t  
I  s a id . ”

“ D o  y o u  f e e l  l i k e  r i d i n g ? ”
“ W e ’ l l  t a k e  a  lo n g  r id e , ”  h e  a n ­

s w e r e d  t h r o u g h  a  w a l l  t h a t  s e e m e d  
to  b e  t h e r e  n o  lo n g e r ,  “ o n  th e  r a n g e  
to  t h e  n o r t h — o u r  r a n g e .”



W ebb H olliday had to do som e­
thing about the senseless feu d  
that had sprung up betw een his 
father and B en Pearsall. A nd  
that meant doing som ething  
about the woman called Dagger  
— the woman those two old  
roosters w ere figh ting over

J^RjplHERE W A S enmity between 
-j Joe Holliday and Ben Pearsall, 

-*■- after forty years of friendship. 
A woman called Dagger caused it. 
Webb Holliday, old Joe’s son, heard 
about it when he dragged up from 
the Segundo behind eighteen hun­
dred head of heifers old Joe had 
bought. It was a two week drag; 
Webb lost weight, his bones ached, 
and when they told him about 
Dagger he wondered what got into 
the old fools.

“ W ho is she?” he asked, unsad­
dling a thinned-down horse that was 
as bone-weary as he was.

Slim Hall ran the Bradded H 
while Webb was away. “ A tramp, if 
you ask me,” he told Webb. “ Purty— 
shore, she’s purty enough! But 
young. Nearer your age than your 
pa’s. Runs a store in Bull Lick, calls 
it a notions shop. But it’s a husband 
she’s huntin’—a husband and trouble. 
Well, she’s still got the husband to 
pick. The other’s here.”

That’s all Slim knew about it— 
except that he added Dagger was 
some kind of a foreigner, little and 
dark and well-rounded, with big 
brown eyes that said, fall in line.

“ Where is the old fool?” Webb 
asked.

“Yore pa,” Slim said carefully, 
“has went into Bull Lick. Hit’s 
Sattiday night, his turn to court 
Dagger. She’s got them two old 
hellions on rations, turn and turn 
about. On Wednesdays, Ben Pearsall 
goes to see her.”

Webb went into the big, empty 
house. He couldn’t remember a 
mother here; she had died when he 
was a shaver in diapers. He used to 
wonder why his lonely old pa didn’t

U
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get married again. Instead, he had 
set his sights on money.

“Well,, he got it, and foolishness 
in his sixties,” Webb grumped.

At first he intended doing nothing, 
but when he went into the office to 
make a record of the Segundo trans­
action, and saw what a mess things 
were, he changed his mind.

Mrs. Casey, cook and housekeeper 
in the Big House, gave him more 
details. Her cooking was terrible 
and she wasn’t neat in her house­
keeping, and she boozed a little. But 
they were used to her, as a man gets 
used to a pet bunion.

“ Business? Old Joe don’t worry 
about business no more,” she told 
Webb. “ He’s took to packin’ a gun 
ag’in. And drinkin’. Got drunk two- 
three days ago and let it out he 
aimed to kill Ben Pearsall if  he 
showed up around that Dagger- 
woman’s house.”

“ In two weeks he got that crazy?” 
Webb asked, disbelieving.

When he saw the state of the 
records, he understood. They had 
been shipping almost daily while he 
was away, according to Slim. But 
where were the shipping slips, the 
tally-book figures, to show for it? 
Who got how many beeves, and 
when? The desk was a jumble. Old 
Joe’s mind hadn’t been on business.

Impatient anger laid hold of Webb. 
He had put on moccasins to be 
comfortable, but he shoved tired feet 
down into boots again, caught a 
fresh horse, and slanted up the nine 
miles into Bull Lick, where the 
railroad ran.

Joe Holliday and Ben Pearsall 
came to Montana together, crashing 
up through the Big Horn country 
when it was said no less than a 
company of troopers could get 
through safely.

They got through. They had 
stakes down when Custer was killed; 
they said, I told you so, and went 
on the way they had been. They 
carved the Bradded H out of 
nothing, and had wealth and safety 
when the United States at last 
decided it was a safe country for 
their soldiers.

Fifteen years ago the railroad 
came through, and Ben Pearsall saw

civilization coming, and hankered to 
share it. He sold out his share of 
the Bradded H to Joe, and started 
the Bull Lick Bank o f Commerce. 
There were no papers to sign; the 
two just shook hands, and it was a 
deal.

That’s the kind of friendship a 
woman called Dagger had broken 
in two weeks.

“ I could understand it in Ben,” 
Webb said to himself, seeing the 
lamps o f the town come into sight. 
“ He was always an old batch, 
woman-shy but willin’. Pa ought to 
know better.”

HE TIED  on front o f the Git 
There  saloon and went in. It 

was getting cold outside, and half 
the loafers in Bull Lick had gathered 
around the big sheet-iron stove.

Nobody had much to say past 
howdy. That was a sign to W ebb; 
there ought to be a lot of talk about 
how was things down toward Se­
gundo, and so forth. He shifted his 
gun back so he could lean against 
the bar comfortably, and had his 
silent drink.

“ Anybody seen Pa?" he asked. 
Bill Farr, who owned the Git 

There picked his words careful. 
“ Now that you ask,” he said, making 
it clear he wasn’t volunteering to 
butt in, "your pa was in here less 
than an hour ago. Want to hear 
more?”

“ Yes.”
“Now that you ask, he was all 

ironed up and lookin’ for Ben Pear­
sall. Seems Ben declared a truce 
o ff and went up to see Dagger Krat- 
ka tonight, your pa’s night. Ever see 
two old yellow-tooth range studs 
fight over a young mare?”

"Yes,” Webb said. “ No sense, no 
glory, nothin’ but cut and chop and 
kick and bite and scream until one's 
dead.”

“ Exactly how it is. Your pa's 
passim’ the word. Dagger, scared of 
trouble likely, chased Ben out 
tonight and then locked the door 
ag’in your pa. Now you’ve asked, 
Webb, that’s it. But f  know a lot 
of people would hate to see them
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t w o  o ld  f o o ls  s h o o t  i t  o u t .  T h e y ’ re  
b o th  w e l l - l i k e d . ”

“ W h e r e ' s  s h e  l i v e ? ”
“ D a g g e r  K r a t k a ?  I n  th e  M u n n

h o u s e .”
“ S o  t h a t ’s  h e r  n a m e ! ”
T h e  d o o r  o p e n e d  a n d  a  s h o r t ,  

p lu m p  m a n  w i t h  b la z in g  r e d  c h e e k s ,  
b la z in g  b lu e  e y e s ,  a n d  t u f t s  o f  w h i t e  
h a i r  p e e p in g  f r o m  u n d e r  h i s  b ig  h a t ,  
s t a m p e d  in s id e .  H e  w o r e  a  b lu e  b u s i ­
n e s s  s u i t ,  b u t  o v e r  i t  w a s  b u c k le d  
o ld  h o l s t e r s  t h a t  s a g g e d  w i t h  a  h e a v y  
p a i r  o f  f o r t y - f i v e s .

Y e a r s  a n d  y e a r s  a g o , w h e n  W e b b , 
n o w  n e a r l y  t h i r t y ,  w a s  a  k id  o f  
t w e lv e  o r  t h i r t e e n ,  o ld  B e n  P e a r ­
s a l l  h a d  h u n g  u p  th o s e  g u n s . 
A s h a m e d  o f  h i s  r e p u t a t io n  w i t h  
t h e m , h e  h id  th e m  a w a y .  T im e  w a s ,  
B e n  h a d  l o s t  s le e p  o v e r  a  m a n  h e  
h a d  s h o t .  N o w , c lo s e  to  s e v e n t y ,  
t h e r e  w a s  s o m e t h in g  f u n n y  a b o u t  
th o s e  g u n s  a r o u n d  h i s  r o u n d  b e l l y .

W e b b  s m i le d  a t  h im .  “ H o w d y ,  B e n .  
H o w  c o m e  y o u ’ r e  a l l  a rm e d  u p  l i k e  
a n e w  b a t t l e s h ip ? ”

O ld  B e n ’ s r u d d y  f a c e  s w iv e l l e d  
a r o u n d  t o w a r d  W e b b . “ W h e r e ’s  y o u r  
p a ? ”  h e  b a r k e d .

W e b b  s h r u g g e d :  “ P a ’ s s i x t y - e i g h t ,  
o ld  e n o u g h  to  t a k e  c a r e  o f  h im s e l f ,  
I  t h o u g h t .  B e n ,  I  s a id  h o w d y .  I s  
t h a t  th e  a n s w e r  I  g e t ?  W h a t  t r o u b le  
d id  y o u  a n d  m e  e v e r  h a v e ? ”

“ N o n e , I  g u e s s ."  O ld  B e n  s o f t e n e d  
b r i e f l y .  “ I  h o ld  you  n o  g r u d g e ,  
W e b b , b u t  y o u r  p a ’s  in  t o w n  a n d  
p a s s in ’ th e  w o r d .  I t  a in ' t  a  b ig  t o w n , 
a n d  i t ’ s  m y  t o w n , a n d  h e  k n o w s  h e  
d o n ’ t  h a v e  to  g o  f r o m  d o o r  to  d o o r , 
l e a v in ’ w o r d  I ’m  to  m e e t  h im . I f  y o u  
se e  h im ,  t e l l  h im  to  s n e a k  o u t  o f  
t o w n  o r  I  c a l l  h i s  b l u f f . ”

H i t c h i n g  a t  h i s  p a n t s ,  W e b b  
c r o s s e d  t h e  r o o m  s w i f t l y  a n d  lo o k e d  
d o w n  a t  o ld  B e n .  H e  w a s  b u i ld  l i k e  
h i s  d a d , t a l l  a n d  r a n g y  a n d  a  l i t t l e  
s lo w - lo o k in g .

“ I f  I  s e e  h im ,”  h e  s a id ,  d e l ib e r a t e ­
l y  lo u d  a n d  s lo w ,  “ I ’ l l  t e l l  h im  sa m e  
a s  I ’l l  t e l l  y o u — i f  e i t h e r  o n e  o f  y o u  
o ld  f o o ls  p u l l  a  g u n  o n  e a c h  o t h e r ,  
I ’ l l  b a n g  y o u r  h e a d s  t o g e t h e r  g o o d . 
Y o u  d a m n e d  o ld  i d io t ,  B e n ,  w h a t  d o  
y o u  a n d  P a  w a n t  to  f i g h t  o v e r  a  
t r a m p  le s s  t h a n  h a l f  y o u r  a g e s  f o r ? "

B E N  W E N T  w h i t e ,  m a d e  a  
s t r a n g le d  s o u n d , a n d  f e l l  b a c k  

a g a in s t  t h e  w a l l  a s  W e b b  d r o v e  h i s  
s h o u ld e r  in t o  h im . W e b b  h a d  b e e n  
w a i t i n g  f o r  i t .  H e  k n e w  h o w  B e n  
w e n t  f o r  a  g u n , k n e w  h e ’ d b e  a  lo t  
s lo w e r  t h a n  h e  u s e d  to  b e .

H e  t w i s t e d ,  n o t  b o t h e r in g  to  g ra b  
f o r  o ld  B e n ’ s  a r m s ,  a n d  s la m m e d  th e  
s h o r t e r ,  o ld e r  m a n  in t o  t h e  w a l l  w i t h  
h is  s h o u ld e r .  I t  k n o c k e d  t h e  w in d  
o u t  o f  B e n  b u t  i t  l e f t  t h e  s a m e  f i r e  
g l i n t in g  in  th e  b la z in g  b lu e  e y e s .

W e b b  k n e w  t h e n  t h a t  i t  w a s n ’ t 
a n y  u s e . H e  m ig h t  a s  w e l l  g o  h o m e  
a n d  h a v e  h is  s le e p . H e  m ig h t  a s  w e l l  
l e t  n a t u r e  t a k e  i t s  c o u r s e .

“ D o n ' t  t r y  i t ,  B e n , ”  h e  w a r n e d ,  
s e e in g  th e  o ld  m a n  h e s i t a t e  o v e r  h is  
g u n s . “ I  r e m e m b e r  y o u r  y e a r s ,  b u t  
o n ly  so  f a r .  N o w — b e h a v e !”

H e  p a s s e d  B i l l  F a r r ,  b e h in d  th e  
b a r ,  a  lo o k  t h a t  s a id ,  T r y  to keep the 
old fool here while I  locate m y old 
man. H e  w e n t  o u t ,  l e a v in g  B e n  P e a r ­
s a l l  in  th e  Git There, a n d  lo c a t e d  h i s  
o ld  m a n  d o w n  a t  t h e  l i v e r y  s t a b le .

I f  B e n  P e a r s a l l  w a s  c r a z y ,  o ld  J o e  
w a s  c r a z i e r .  H e  w a s  a  s t o o p e d  o ld  
g ia n t  o f  a  m a n , s t i l l  n e a r l y  s i x  f o o t  
t h r e e ,  w i t h  a  m a n e  o f  u n r u l y  i r o n -  
g r a y  h a i r  a n d  a  b ig - f e a t u r e d ,  s e a m e d  
f a c e .  H e  h a d  n e v e r  b e e n  B e n  P e a r ­
s a l l ’ s  e q u a l  w i t h  a  g u n ,  a n d  h e  k n e w  
i t ,  b u t  h e  h a d  o n e  o n  t o n ig h t .

H e  w a s  j u s t  c o m in g  o u t  o f  th e  
s t a b le  w h e n  W e b b  c a m e  u p  a n d  p u t  
a  h a n d  o n  h i s  c h e s t  a n d  s a id ,  “ B a c k  
in s id e ,  I  w a n t  to  t a l k  to  y o u .”

J o e  n e v e r  d re a m e d  W e b b  w o u ld  
t r y  to  d ic t a t e  to  h im  a b o u t  th e  
w o m a n , D a g g e r .  H e  t h o u g h t  i t  w a s  
s o m e t h in g  a b o u t  c a t t le  o r  b u s in e s s .  
“ I  a in ’ t  g o t  m u c h  t im e ,  W e b b . C a in ’ t  
i t  w a i t ? ”

“ S u r e  i t  c a n  w a i t ,  P a , ”  W e b b  s a id ,
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“but it won’t. Give me that gun. You 
damned old idiot, Ben Pearsall will 
sprinkle you so full of lead you’d 
sink in a salt lake. Here—before you 
hurt yourself.”

It was the wrong thing to say; it 
ridiculed the old man, whipped him 
where he was tender. When Webb 
reached for the gun, old Joe struck 
out with his fist. He had an old arm, 
but he could still do his day’s work, 
and didn’t have to call a hired hand 
to do his lifting.

Webb went back against the wall, 
and his knees buckled. The lights 
went out for a minute. Next thing he 
knew, his father was leaning down, 
shoving his black, angry face into 
Webb’s.

“You try anything like that again,” 
the old man was panting, “ and I ’ll 
forget you’re my own get, and it 
won’t be with my fist.”

He was outside the door, on the 
prowl for Ben Pearsall and coming 
closer to him, by the time Webb 
got his mind and legs back.

He went after the old man from 
behind. He jumped, caught old Joe 
by the shoulders, with his knee in 
the small of the old man’s back. His 
left foot went down, his left spur 
hooked around Joe’s left shin.

THEY W EN T down together, 
and Webb got his hands on old 

Joe’s gun and threw it as far as he 
could. Old Joe was crazy mad and 
nearly crying, but he was an in­
fighter by nature; he had whipped 
a lot of men in his time, and the 
right thing came as second nature.

Webb was dog-tired, saddle-stiff, 
weighted down with unwillingness 
to hit his own father. He tried to 
keep old Joe pinned down by weight 
alone, and was grateful when Jake 
Lewis, who ran the livery stable, 
came out with a lantern. Jake, like 
everyone in Bull Lick, liked both 
old men, hated to see trouble.

But weight wouldn’t hold old Joe. 
He got his hand on Webb’s gun. 
Webb got hold of Joe’s wrist with 
both hands, twisted, doubled the old 
man back and made him let go. Jake 
Lewis butted in, a risky thing that 
made Webb grateful. Jake took 
possession of t ie  gun.

Joe got his heels back and Webb 
took a long spur-raking, hearing his 
shirt tear up the side, feeling the 
hot rowels tear into his flesh. Old 
Joe had been forty-two when Webb 
was born; he was seventy-one now. 
but a born dirty fighter, the kind 
who fought to live, and not 
necessarily by rules. His tricks 
wiped out the forty-two years 
difference in the ages of father and 
son. W ebb realized this just in time.

Joe had his heels in Webb’s belly 
when Webb understood it couldn’t 
be the way he wanted it to be. The 
old man was going to kick him back, 
come up in the same motion, and 
jump. They used to fight that way 
in the old days, Webb remembered 
hearing Joe say.

Webb rocked forward, upending 
on top of his father just as old Joe 
kicked out. He came down almost 
head first, cocking his right and 
smashing down with it, seeing the 
hate-filled eyes of a stranger instead 
of his dad’s. They’d be a long time 
getting over this. Never would, 
probably. Bull Lick wasn’t his home 
any more, nor the Bradded H, after 
this.

But no matter how it ended 
things, it ended them. He caught old 
Joe under the ear. Webb had taken 
a lot of punishment in a short time. 
He was bleeding badly from the 
spur-cut and he ached all over, but 
as he stood up he knew his father 
would be shooting it out with no one 
that night.

Old Joe lay there like a felled 
pine, a big, broken giant of a man, 
never licked except by his own son, 
and then after he spanned his 
allotted three-score-and-ten. Hoofs 
sounded, and horses ringed the space 
in front of the livery stable, and
Webb
Bradded

looked up 
H riders.

and saw six

“ Miz Casey said you went to
town,” Slim Hall said, “and we
reckoned mebbe you might need 
help.”

“Take him home, Slim."
Slim hesitated. He dreaded trying 

to handle old Joe when he came out 
of this sleep.

“ W on’t do no good. You don’t 
understand, Webb. It may be funny



WOMAN CALLED DAGGER 33

to  y o u ,  t w o  o ld - t im e r s  l i k e  th e s e 'n s  
f ig h t in '  o v e r  a w o m a n . I t  a in ' t  f u n n y  
to  th e m . T h i s ’ l l  o n l y  m a k e  i t  w o r s e .  
N o w  t h e y ’ l l  f ig g e r  t h e y  h a v e  to  
f i n i s h  w h a t  t h e y  s t a r t e d .  Y o u  d o n e  
th e  w r o n g  t h in g . ”

W e b b  k n e w  t h a t ,  to o , b u t  i t  w a s  
to o  la t e  n o w . T h e  f a c t  t h a t  a  t h in g  
d id n ’ t  m a k e  g o o d  s e n s e  d id n ’ t  k e e p  
th e  t h in g  f r o m  b e in g .

“ T a k e  h im  h o m e ,”  h e  r e p e a t e d . “ I f  
h e  s t a r t s  s o m e t h in g ,  b r a in  h im . B u t  
h e  w o n ’t . H e  k n o w s  b y  n o w  t h i s  a i n ’t  
th e  n ig h t ,  a n d  th e  o ld  m a n  c o u ld  
a lw a y s  w a i t  to  g e t  in  h i s  l i c k . ”

T h a t  w a s  w h a t  w o r r ie d  h im . T h a t  
w a s  th e  s e c o n d  t h o u g h t ,  th e  a f t e r ­
t h o u g h t  h e  s h o u ld  h a v e  t a k e n  a  lo n g  
t im e  a g o . S l i m  w o u ld  h a v e  n o  t r o u b le  
g e t t in g  J o e  H o l l i d a y  h o m e . T h e  
t r o u b le  w o u ld  c o m e  l a t e r ,  w h e n  J o e  
s e t  o u t  to  f i n i s h  w h a t  h e  s t a r t e d .

H e  h e lp e d  p ro p  h i s  f a t h e r  u p  o n  
h is  h o r s e . T h e  o ld  m a n  w a s  
b e g in n in g  to  w a k e  u p  a s  S l i m  h e a d e d  
b a c k  t o w a r d  t h e  B r a d d e d  H .  A  c o ld  
m o o n  w a s  s h i n i n g ;  W e b b  c o u ld  se e  
h is  f a t h e r ’ s f a c e  a l l  to o  c l e a r l y .  
T h e r e  w o u ld  b e  p u r p le  b r u is e d  
a r e a s ,  b ig  o n e s , in  a  f e w  h o u r s .

S l i m  h im s e l f  ro d e  b e s id e  th e  o ld  
m a n , h o ld in g  h im  u p , w h i l e  a n o t h e r  
le d  th e  h o r s e . C r a z y ,  c h i ld i s h  o v e r  
a  w o m a n , b r u s ie d  a n d  b e a te n  h e  
m ig h t  b e , b u t  o ld  J o e  H o l l i d a y  h a d  
h is  f r i e n d s  a n d  f o l lo w e r s .  S l i m  a n d  
th e  b o y s  w e r e  o n  J o e ’s  s id e  n o w . 
T h e y  d id n ’ t  l i k e  W e b b ’s  w a y  o f  
h a n d l in g  i t .  T h e y  m ig h t  h o ld  J o e  
w r o n g ,  b u t  t h e y ’d  s t a y  w i t h  h im  
l o y a l l y .

m m j E B B  W A T C H E D  th e m  o u t  
w  w  o f  s ig h t ,  w e n t  b a c k  to  th e  Git 

There  j u s t  a s  o ld  B e n  P e a r s a l l  c a m e  
c h a r g in g  o u t . G o s s ip  t r a v e l le d  f a s t  
in  B u l l  L i c k ;  t h e r e  w a s  a lw a y s  
so m e o n e  e a g e r  to  b r in g  t r o u b le  to  a  
h e a d , to  h a v e  s o m e t h in g  to  w a t c h .  
T h e r e  h a d  b e e n  a  f i g h t  b e t w e e n  O ld  
M a n  H o l l i d a y  a n d  h i s  s o n , a n d  B e n  
h a d  h e a r d  a b o u t  i t .

O ld  B e n  h a d  b o t h  g u n s  o u t . H e  
r a m m e d  th e m  in t o  W e b b ’s  b e l l y  a n d  
f r o z e  t h e r e  w i t h  h i s  a r m s  q u iv e r i n g ,  
h i s  f a c e  a  g ro t e s q u e  m a s k  o f  r a g e . 
W e b b  l i f t e d  h i s  h a n d s  s l o w l y ,  
w o n d e r in g  h o w  c r a z y  th e  o ld  f o o l  
w a s .

“ Y o u  b u t t e d  i n  f o r  t h e  l a s t  t im e ,”  
B e n  s a id  t h i c k l y .  H e  b e g a n  c u r s i n g ,  
a  lo n g  s t r i n g  o f  d is c o n n e c t e d  b la s ­
p h e m ie s  t h a t  s e e m e d  to  h a l f  c h o k e  
h im .

W e b b  s to o d  t h e r e  w i t h  h i s  h a n d s  
u p , h o p in g  th e  o ld  m a n ’ s c u r s i n g  
w o u ld  c le a r  h i s  h e a d  a  l i t t l e .  I t  
s e e m e d  to  a t  l a s t .  B e n  s t e p p e d  b a c k  
a n d  s l id  th e  g u n s  b a c k  in t o  t h e i r  
h o l s t e r s .

“ Y o u  b u t t e d  in  f o r  t h e  l a s t  t im e ,”  
h e  r e p e a t e d , m o re  c a lm ly .  “ W e b b ,  i f  
y o u  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  m e , o r  b e t w e e n  
m e  a n d  o ld  J o e  a g a in ,  I ’ l l  k i l l  y o u .  
Y o u  k n o w  I  c a n  a n d  y o u  k n o w  I  
w i l l . ”

W e b b  s h o o k  h i s  h e a d  w o n d e r i n g l y  
a n d  lo w e r e d  h i s  a r m s .  " S e n s e  e n o u g h  
to  r u n  a  b a n k  b u t  n o t  e n o u g h  to  r u n  
y o u r s e l f !”  h e  m a r v e l l e d .  “ W e l l ,  
m a y b e  I ’ l l  c o m e  to  i t ,  w h e n  I ’m  o ld  
a n d  w o r n  o u t  a n d  b r a in le s s ,  to o . 
M a y b e  w e  a l l  d o .”
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H e  t o o k  a s t e p  c lo s e r ,
“ Y o u  c a n  g o  h o m e , B e n .  T h e  o ld  

m a n ’s  o u t  o f  t o w n . I  g iv e  y o u  m y  
w o r d  I ’ l l  n e v e r  s a y  a n o t h e r  w o r d  to  
y o u  o r  to  h im . I  m a d e  m y  t r y  a n d  i t  
s e e m s  i t  d id n ’ t  w o r k .  O n c e  i s  a l l  I  
o w e  e i t h e r  o f  y o u — o n e  c o m m o n -  
s e n s e  t r y ,  a n d  n o w  to  h e l l  w i t h  b o th  
o f  y o u .

“ N e x t  t im e  y o u  m e e t ,  s h o o t  a n d  
b e  d a m n e d !  I  h o p e  y o u  k i l l  e a c h  
o t h e r .  I  h o p e  y o u  m a k e  a  l a u g h in g ­
s t o c k  o f  y o u r s e lv e s  t h a t  w i l l  m a k e  
y o u r  n a m e s  m e r r im e n t  a s  lo n g  a s  
y o u ’ r e  b o t h  r e m e m b e r e d . I  h o p e  t h e y  
c u t  a  b r o k e n  h e a r t  o n  y o u r  to m b ­
s t o n e s , a n d  b u r y  y o u  t o g e t h e r ,  a s  a 
w a r n in g  to  w h a t  m e n  c a n  c o m e  to  in  
t h e i r  s e c o n d  c h i ld h o o d .”

H e  w o u ld  h a v e  s a id  m o r e , b u t  i t  
w a s n ’ t  d o in g  a n y  g o o d . H e  w a s  
s t a t in g  a  c a s e  f o r  g o o d  s e n s e , b u t  
th o s e  t w o  h a d  l e f t  g o o d  s e n s e  b e h in d  
a  lo n g  t im e  a g o .

H e  g o t  u p  o n  h i s  h o r s e , to  g o  
b a c k  to  t h e  B r a d d e d  H  a n d  t r y  th e  
s a m e  w o r d s  o n  h i s  f a t h e r ,  to  se e  h o w  
t h e y  f i t .  N e x t  c a m e  a  lo n g  r id e  to  
n o w h e r e ,  a n d  i t  m a d e  h im  s i c k  a t  
h i s  s t o m a c h  to  t h in k  h o w  t h in g s  
w o u ld  g o  w h e n  h e  w a s  g o n e . W e l l ,  
t h e y ’d  g o  th e  sa m e  w a y  i f  h e  s t a y e d ,  
a n d  i t  w a s n ’ t  s o m e t h in g  h e  w a n t e d  
to  w a t c h .

H e  s a w  o ld  B e n  P e a r s a l l  h e a d  b a c k  
t o w a r d  t h e  b ig  y e l lo w  h o u s e  w h e r e  
h e  l i v e d — t h e  b ig g e s t  h o u s e  in  t o w n , 
a s  b e c a m e  th e  P r e s id e n t  o f  th e  B u l l  
L i c k  B a n k  o f  C o m m e r c e — th e  b ig  
y e l lo w  h o u s e  w h e r e  h e  h a d  p la n n e d , 
s t i l l  p la n n e d , to  i n s t a l l  a  w o m a n  
c a l le d  D a g g e r  a s  h is  w i f e .

N o t h in g  m o r e  w o u ld  h a p p e n  
t o n ig h t .  Y o u  c o u ld  s e p a r a t e  tw o  o ld  
r a n g e  b u l l s ,  t w o  o ld  r a n g e  s t u d s ,  f o r  
a  t im e . T h e y  w o u ld  m e e t  a n d  f ig h t  
a g a in ,  i f  t h e y  w e r e  f a t e d  to  f ig h t ,  
b u t  n o t h in g  m o re  w o u ld  h a p p e n  
t o n ig h t .

C o y o t e s  w e r e  s h r i l l i n g  in  th e  h i l l s  
a s  h e  l e t  h i s  h o r s e  p i c k  i t s  o w n  g a i t  
u p  th e  s t r e e t ,  h e a d in g  f o r  h o m e , 
d r e a d in g  i t  b e c a u s e  i t  w a s n ’ t  r e a l l y  
h o m e  a n y  m o r e . T w o  w e e k s  o f  
p u s h in g  e ig h t e e n  h u n d r e d  c o w s  a s  
h a r d  a s  t h e y  c o u ld  s t a n d  to  be 
p u s h e d , a n d  th e n  t h is .

E A V I N G  T O W N  W e b b  s a w  a  
l i g h t  t w i n k l i n g  in  a  s m a l l ,  n e a t  

h o u s e  to  h i s  r i g h t ,  j u s t  o f f  th e  r o a d . 
I t  w a s  a  b r ig h t  l i g h t ,  f r o m  a  b ig  
la m p , l i t  b y  s o m e o n e  w h o  l i k e d  
t h in g s  g a y  a n d  b r ig h t .  T h e  M u n n  
h o u s e  w a s  w h i t e  a n d  c h e e r f u l -  
lo o k in g  b y  d a y ;  th e  w o m a n  c a l le d  
D a g g e r  c o n t r iv e d  s o m e h o w  to  k e e p  
i t  t h a t  w a y  a t  n ig h t .

H e  c u r s e d  h e r ,  s t a r t e d  to  r id e  o n . 
a n d  t h e n  p u l le d  th e  h o r s e  a ro u n d  
a n d  ja b b e d  i t  t o w a r d  t h e  l i g h t .  T h e r e  
w a s  a  f e n c e  a r o u n d  th e  p la c e ,  a n d  a 
f la g s t o n e  s id e w a lk ,  a n d  c u r t a in s  a t  
t h e  w in d o w — lo t s  o f  t h in g s  th e  
M u n n s  h a d n ’ t  b o t h e r e d  w i t h .  T h e  
w o m a n  h a d  m a d e  a  lo t  o f  c h a n g e s  
in  t w o  w e e k s .

H e  k n o c k e d .
S h e  w a s n ’ t  p r e t t y  a t  f i r s t  g la n c e . 

H e  h a d  to  t a k e  t h a t  lo n g ,  s e c o n d  
lo o k  to  r e a l i z e  w h a t  a  c la im  s h e  
c o u ld  m a k e  o n  a  m a n , h o w  s h e  c o u ld  
g e t  in t o  h is  b lo o d . H i s  o w n  b lo o d  
b e g a n  p o u n d in g  a s  h e  lo o k e d  a t  h e r .

S h o r t ,  w i t h  s m a l l  w r i s t s  a n d  a n k le s  
a n d  w a i s t ,  b u t  w i t h  a  f i r m ,  w o m a n ly  
r o u n d n e s s .  A  m a s s  o f  b r o w n ,  c u r l y  
h a i r ,  a  t a w n y  s k i n ,  d e e p  b la c k  e v e s  
t h a t  h id  t h in g s ,  a  b ig  m o u t h  w i t h  
m o b i le ,  h e a v y  l i p s .  F o r e ig n - lo o k in g ,  
w i s e ,  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t ;  t h i s  w o m a n  
k n e w  h e r  p o w e r s  a n d  u s e d  th e m  
d e l ib e r a t e ly .

“ W e l l ? ”  s h e  s a id ,  u n a f r a id ,  a s  h e  
s to o d  t h e r e  s i z i n g  h e r  u p . A n o t h e r  
w o m a n  m ig h t  h a v e  s c r e a m e d , to  h a v e  
a  s t r a n g e  m a n  p o u n d  o n  h e r  d o o r ;  
t h e  o n e  c a l le d  D a g g e r  n e v e r  s a w  th e  
m a n  w h o  c o u ld  m a k e  h e r  a f r a id .

“ I ’m  W e b b  H o l l i d a y , ”  h e  s a id ,  
k e e p in g  i t  s h o r t .  “ I  w a n t  to  t a l k  to  
y o u .  I ’ l l  c o m e  in ,  i f  y o u  d o n ’ t  m in d .”

“ A n d  i f  I  d o ? ”  H e r  v o ic e  w a s  
h u s k y ,  t in g e d  w i t h  a n  a c c e n t  t h a t  
s o m e h o w  h a d  e x c i t e m e n t  in  i t .

“ I ’ l l  c o m e  i n  a n y w a y . ”
H e  w e n t  in .  S h e  d id  n o t  m a k e  a 

f u s s .  S h e  w a s  n o t  a f r a i d  to  f a c e  
d o w n  th e  s o n  o f  J o e  H o l l i d a y .  S h e  
c lo s e d  th e  d o o r  a n d  s t o o d  lo o k in g  
u p  a t  h im , p e r f e c t l y  a t  e a se .

A n d  s o m e h o w  h e  f e l t  t h a t  t h e y  
u n d e r s t o o d  e a c h  o t h e r ,  t h a t  h e  d id n ' t  
n e e d  to  b e a t  a r o u n d  th e  b u s h  w i t h  
h e r .

“ T h e y  c a l l  y o u  D a g g e r .  W h a t ’s  
y o u r  r e a l  n a m e ? ”
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“ D a g m a r .  T h e  o t h e r  s t u c k  to  m e  
s o m e h o w .”

“ I  c a n  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t . ”  H e  
b l in k e d  a n d  c a m e  to  th e  p o in t .  " H o w  
m u c h ? ”

" H o w  m u c h  f o r  w h a t ? ”
“ T o  le a v e  t o w n ,  a n d  l e t  t w o  o ld  

m e n  d ie  w i t h  t h e i r  b o o ts  o n , h o n o ra -  
a b l y ,  a n d  n o t  w i t h  e v e r y b o d y  la u g h ­
in g  a t  t h e m . Y o u  a n d  I  s p e a k  th e  
s a m e  la n g u a g e ,  D a g g e r .  I ’ l l  m a k e  i t  
b r i e f .  I  c a n  l a y  h a n d s  o n  te n  t h o u ­
s a n d  d o l la r s  t o m o r r o w  m o r n in g — c a s h . 
N o t  a  c e n t  m o r e  t h a t  q u i c k l y .  I s  i t  
e n o u g h ?  T h e r e ’s  a  n ig h t  t r a i n  to  
B i l l i n g s .  I ’ l l  m e e t  y o u  t h e r e  t o m o r ­
r o w  a f t e r n o o n ,  w i t h  te n  t h o u s a n d . 
M y  w o r d ’s  g o o d ."

S h e  s h o o k  h e r  h e a d . A n g e r  f la r e d  
u p  in  h im , a n d  s o m e t h in g  e ls e  w i t h  
i t .

“ Y o u  t h in k  m o n e y  is  i t ? "  S h e  
to s s e d  th e  m o p  o f  b r o w n  c u r l s .  “ Y o u  
t h in k  t h a t 's  a l l  i t  i s ?  Y o u ’ re  p la in -  
s p e a k in g — s o  a m  I .  Y o u  d o n 't  t h in k

a  w o m a n  c o u ld  d e l ib e r a t e ly  s e e k  a  
h u s b a n d  a n d  h e  a  g o o d  w i f e ,  d o  y o u ?  
B u t  s h e  c a n . A t  l e a s t — I  c a n .

" I t ’s  n o t  t h e  m o n e y .  I — I ’v e  g o t  a  
l i t t l e  g i r l  i n  B i l l i n g s .  I ’v e  d o n e  m y  
b e s t  to  c a r e  f o r  h e r .  B u t  i t ’ s  n o t  a  
w o m a n ’s  c o u n t r y .  I  w a n t  a  h o m e . I ’ l l  
e a r n  o n e , d e s e r v e  o n e .”

S h e  w a s  g e t t in g  a n g r y ,  to o . A g a i n  
s h e  to s s e d  h e r  h a i r .

“ Y o u  t h in k  I  w a n t e d  th e m  to  
f i g h t ?  Y o u  t h in k  a  w o m a n  l i k e  m e  
w a n t s  o ld  m e n  q u a r r e l i n g  o v e r  h e r ? ”  

“ N o ,”  h e  s a id ,  “ I  g u e s s  n o t . ”
H e  p u l le d  b a c k  h i s  h a n d , r e m e m ­

b e r in g  w h a t  a  f o o l  s h e  h a d  m a d e  o f  
h i s  f a t h e r ,  d e s i r in g  to  h i t  h e r  a s  h e  
h a d  n e v e r  d e s i r e d  t o  h i t  a n y o n e .

T h e  u s e le s s n e s s  o f  i t  m a d e  W e b b ’s  
h a n d  f a l l  l im p .  H e  h a d  h i t  h i s  d a d ; 
w h a t  d id  t h a t  a c c o m p l i s h ?  O n l y  m o re  
t r o u b le ,  in s t e a d  o f  le s s .  H e  p u l le d  h i s  
h a t  d o w n  o n  h is  h e a d  w e n t  to  th e  
d o o r .

" T h e  o n e  t h a t ’s  l e f t ,  i f  t h e r e  i s

fe a tu r in g
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o n e  l e f t , ”  h e  s a id ,  a  f i n a l  w a r n in g ,  
“ w o n ’ t  b e  t h e  h u s b a n d  y o u  w e r e  lo o k ­
in g  f o r .  H e ' l l  b e  o ld  a n d  b r o k e n ,  a 
l a u g h in g - s t o c k  a n d  s i c k  o f  h i s  b a r ­
g a in .  Y o u  c o u ld  d o  m o re  f o r  t h a t  
c h i ld  w i t h  t h e  m o n e y ,  D a g g e r . ”  

“ D o n ' t  c a l l  m e  t h a t ! ”
S h e  s la p p e d  h im ,  a  r i n g in g  b lo w  

o v e r  th e  e a r  a n d  c h e e k ,  o n e  t h a t  
h u r t .  H e  s e iz e d  h e r  s m a l l  w r i s t s  a s  
t h e y  s t o o d  in  t h e  o p e n  d o o r ,  w o n d e r ­
in g  w h e r e  s h e  g o t  t h e  s t r e n g t h  to  
m a k e  h i s  f a c e  a c h e  t h a t  w a y .

E v e r y o n e  c a l le d  h e r  D a g g e r .  Y e t  
s h e  s la p p e d  h im  f o r  u s in g  th e  n a m e . 
W h y ?

H e  l e t  g o  o f  h e r ,  s a y in g ,  “ I  g u e s s  
y o u  m e a n t  w e l l .  I t ’s  n a t u r e 's  f a u l t ,  
n o t  y o u r s — t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t w o  m e n  
w h o  s h o u ld  h a v e  b e t t e r  s e n s e . O n e  o f  
th o s e  d e a ls  w h e r e  e v e r y b o d y  lo s e s . 
I t ’ s  y o u r  k id  I  f e e l  s o r r y  f o r . ”

H e  w e n t  b a c k  to  h i s  h o r s e ,  w o n d e r ­
in g  b e c a u s e  h e r  c h i ld  b o t h e r e d  h im . 
Y e s ,  t h e  k id  w o u ld  b e  t h e  r e a l  lo s e r .  
A n d  t h e  B r a d d e d  H ,  w h i c h  w o u ld  
f a l l  to  p ie c e s  w i t h o u t  a  H o l l i d a y  to  
r u n  i t .  A n d  t h e  B a n k  o f  C o m m e r c e , 
b e c a u s e  B e n  c o u ld n ' t  c o m e  o u t  o f  
t h i s  w i t h  th e  n e r v e  a n d  b r a in s  a n d  
r e p u t a t io n  i t  t o o k  to  s t e e r  a  b a n k .

W E B B  W A S  a  h u n d r e d  y a r d s  
u p  t h e  r o a d  w h e n  h e  t u r n e d  

t h e  h o r s e  a n d  w e n t  b a c k .  T h i s  
w o u ld n ’ t  t a k e  lo n g ,  e i t h e r  w a y .  H e  
d id  n o t  b o t h e r  to  d is m o u n t ,  b u t  ro d e  
th e  h o r s e  t h r o u g h  th e  l i t t l e  g a t e  a n d  
r ig h t  u p  to  h e r  d o o r .

S h e  e i t h e r  h e a r d  t h e  h o o f s  o n  th e  
f la g s t o n e s — o r  w a s  w a i t i n g .  S h e  
o p e n e d  t h e  d o o r  a n d  lo o k e d  a t  h im . 
H e r  n a m e  m ig h t  be  D a g g e r ,  b u t  s h e  
w a s  d u l le d  n o w , a n d  s c a r e d :  i f  s h e  
h a d  e v e r  e n jo y e d  m e n  f i g h t i n g  
o v e r  h e r ,  t h a t  t im e  w a s  p a s t .

“ T h e r e ’s  a n o t h e r  w a y , ”  h e  s a id ,  a  
l i t t l e  t h i c k l y .  “ W e  c o u ld  m a k e  t h a t  
n ig h t  t r a i n  t o g e t h e r .  Y o u  a n d  I .  
W h a t  w o u ld  t h e y  h a v e  to  f i g h t  a b o u t  
t h e n ? ”

H e r  e y e s  n a r r o w e d . H e r  f u l l  l i p s  
t ig h t e n e d  in t o  a t h in  l in e .  S h e  s h o o k  
h e r  h e a d .

“ N o , t h a n k s !  I  s u p p o s e  y o u  f e e l  
n o b le ,  d o in g  t h a t  to  s a v e  t r o u b le ,  b u t  
c o u n t  m e  o u t .  I  d id n ’ t  s t a r t  i t ,  I  
d o n ’ t  o w e  th e m  o r  y o u  o r  t h i s  t o w n  
that m u c h .”

“ I  g iv e  y o u  m y  w o r d ,  D a g g e r ,  i t ’ s 
n o t  t h a t . ”

“ T h e n  w h a t  i s  i t ? ”
H e  r e a c h e d  d o w n  a n d  c a u g h t  h e r  

t i n y  w r i s t  a g a in ,  s l i d i n g  o u t  o f  th e  
s a d d le  a t  th e  s a m e  t im e . S h e  t r ie d  to  
h i t  h im . H e  b lo c k e d  h e r  h a n d  w i t h  
h is  e lb o w . S h e  m a d e  a  s o u n d , h a l f  
s n a r l ,  h a l f  s o b , a n d  g ra b b e d  a t  h i s  
g u n . H e  c a u g h t  h e r  o t h e r  w r i s t  a n d  
p u s h e d  h e r  b a c k  a g a in s t  t h e  w a l l .

H e  w a s  s m i l i n g  n o w . H e  w a s  f i g h t ­
in g  th e  r ig h t  p e r s o n .

“ Y o u  k n o w  w h a t  i t  i s .  D a g g e r .  G e t  
y o u r  s u i t c a s e  p a c k e d  w h i l e  I  g e t  B i l l  
F a r r .  H e ’ s  th e  j u s t i c e  o f  t h e  p e a c e  
h e r e . W e ’v e  g o t  a b o u t  a n  h o u r  b e ­
f o r e  t h a t  t r a i n ’s  d u e . O r  d o  I  h a v e  to  
d r a g  y o u ? ”

H e  h a d  to  d r a g  h e r .  S h e  f o u g h t  
u n t i l  h e  g o t  h e r  t o  th e  g a t e — f o u g h t  
s i l e n t l y ,  l i k e  a  w i l d c a t ,  s c r a t c h in g  
a n d  k i c k i n g  a n d  s w in g in g  f i s t s  t h a t  
c o u ld  h u r t  l i k e  a  m a n ’ s .

B y  t h e n  s h e  k n e w  h e  w a s n ’t  d o in g  
i t  j u s t  to  s a v e  t r o u b le  b e t w e e n  t w o  
o ld  m e n . B y  t h e n  s h e  k n e w  W e b b  
w a s  th e  k in d  w h o  c o u ld  m a k e  u p  
h is  m in d  in  a  h u r r y ,  b e t  e v e r y t h in g  
o n  th e  c a r d  h e  p ic k e d .  B y  t h e n  s h e  
k n e w  h e  h a d  n o  f e a r  o f  s h a r p  e d g e s :  
d a g g e r s  d id n ’ t  s c a r e  h im .

“ I  h o p e d  i t  w o u ld  b e  t h i s  w a y , ”  
B i l l  F a r r  s a id ,  a f t e r  h e  m a r r ie d  t h e m , 
a s  h e  w a lk e d  d o w n  to  t h e  s t a t io n  
w h e r e  t h e y  w a i t e d  f o r  t h e  t r a i n .  
“ B u t  i t ’ l l  b e  r o u g h  o n  y o u ,  l o s i n ’ 
th e  B r a d d e d  H . ”

“ I ’ l l  b e  b a c k ,”  W e b b  s a id ,  c o n f i ­
d e n t l y .

A n d  h e  w o u ld .  H e  w a s  d e a d  s u r e  
o f  i t ;  t w o  w e e k s  h a d  b e e n  e n o u g h  
to  c a u s e  t h e  t r o u b le ,  a n o t h e r  t w o  
w e e k s  a n d  i t  w o u ld  b e  o v e r .  H i s  d a d  
w a s  o ld ,  a n d  B e n  P e a r s a l l  w a s  o ld .  
H e ’ d be b a c k ,  w i t h  D a g g e r  a n d  th e  
c h i ld ,  a n d  t h e  t w o  o ld  m e n  w o u ld  
h a v e  to  l i k e  i t .

T h e y  h a d  ta m e d  th e  c o u n t r y ,  th o s e  
t w o , b u t  t h e y  w e r e  o ld . W e b b  w a s
y o u n g , a n d  t h e r e  w a s  a  l a w  o f  1 i r e 
t h a t  s a id  h o w  s u c h  t h in g s  w e r e  to  
e n d . T h a t  l a w  w a s  o n  h i s  s i d e :  a 
w o m a n  c a l le d  D a g g e r  w a s  p r o o f  o f  
i t .  W e b b  w a s  n o  lo n g e r  t i r e d ,  n o  
lo n g e r  w o r r ie d ,  a s  h e  w a i t e d  f o r  th e  
t r a i n  w i t h  D a g g e r ’ s  s m a l l  h a n d  l y i n g  
s o f t  a n d  w a r m  a n d  t r u s t i n g  in  h i s .



SAFE in BOOT! JILL
by W illiam  O'Sullivan

Joe Hawes could choose between slow death and fast death, but 
there seemed nothing else for him. But, even so, his duty came 
first, and the mails he carried had to be protected, made ready 

for someone else to take on.

H E P  HE ROUTE was new but the
K  hills were old and high; not 

even the infrequent stage­
coaches could high-wheel it through 
these snows.

The wounded man lay in the drifts 
where howling winds packed the 
snow, and listened to the wind-borne 
cries of Indians who searched for 
him along the shelf of road below 
the peak.

He smiled grimly, the facial spasm 
of it cracking the ice-crusted beard 
on his young face. “My safety is 
also my grave,” he saw it clearly; 
“ unless they give up the hunt soon, 
I ’ll freeze. I won’t be able to get to 
the cave.”

He pillowed his head upright 
somewhat, against the burden he had 
removed from the pony before he had 
forced the brute o ff  the c liff below, 
where the raiders from Pyramid 
Lake were now reading sign and 
trying to figure where he had got 
to.

But his thoughts ever slipped back 
to Dave Cready, the rider who was to 
take the Pony Express mail from 
Virginia City on east on the run 
toward Salt Lake City.

Dave wiil know, when I don't 
show up, he thought. He will know, 
and he will come look in the cave, 
fust as we worked it out together 
what we’d do if  we either o f us got
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attacked and had to hide out for  
weather, or until help came, or until 
our hurts lot us go  on, i f  w e got any.

There was no chance o f any man 
reading sign to his retreat; his only 
hope was Dave Cready, the rider 
who would take the important dis­
patches on from Virginia City, Or 
who now might never take along 
either the dispatches or the gold dust 
that Carson City was shipping east 
by him, when the weather-shielded 
raiders had struck.

What saved him would also pre­
vent any casual passer-by from cast­
ing a knowing eye on his tracks and 
reading distress in them. No one 
would follow the wind-bared shoul­
der of gravel and rock where he’d 
scrambled his pony up before coax­
ing the faithful little beast o ff the 
cliff, crashing far, far below to its 
death.

“ It was fast,’’ Rider Joe Hawes 
consoled himself for the necessity 
o f the act. “ Which it won’t be if 
these Piutes get hold o f m e; it was 
a choice of the hoss or the mail, and 
I did as I would have done had it 
been me or the mail. The mail has to 
go through. The Union has to know 
how the West beyond the Rockies 
stands, in these troublesome times of 
the Sixties.”

He cast his mind back along the 
way it had gone:

* *  *

THE PIUTES had suddenly ma­
terialized out o f the swirling 

snows along the tricky trail. Muffled 
in blankets and with shawls pulled 
close over their ears, Joe hadn’t 
known were they friend or foe until 
he heard that guttural cry and saw 
the tomahawk coming at him through 
the thick-falling flakes.

Moving instinctively, his spurs 
roweling his mount in a jump to one 
side, Joe had fired his hand-gun and 
had fired again, thanking in his mind 
the Yankee ingenuity which had per­
fected a small gun capable of being 
re-fired without also re-loading.

The tomahawk had slid from the 
dead hand of his attacker, but not 
before it struck Joe stunningly on 
the head, all but knocking him out 
of the saddle. Blood streamed from

his scalp wound, and he struck out 
into the blanket o f steadily falling 
snow, his pony going in frantic 
bounds to escape the raking spurs 
that Joe drove home o f necessity.

He was av/are from his forward tilt 
in the saddle that he was going 
down-grade, knew that he had turned 
back on his trail. Blood was caking 
on his neck, but the flow o f it was 
fast and full from the wound. Grim­
ly, Joe forced the pony back, ex­
claiming in satisfaction when the 
quickly-filling hoof-marks o f his up- 
trail journey told him he had blun­
dered back onto the path.

Carson City was too far to risk 
trying, at the rate he was losing 
blood. Virginia City was up-grade all 
the way, but the pony could pick its 
way in quicker time than a head­
long race into the snow downgrade 
would bring him to help, even if by 
some miracle he held to the route.

He’d passed the warm cloud of 
steam that marked the telltale hot 
spring which was his guide along the 
snow-blanketed path up the moun­
tain and to Virginia City, on the 
east slope. He was content the flow 
o f blood was slacking, and every­
thing was all right, when he came 
into the searching band o f Indians 
again.

But he had anticipated this when 
he had turned back. He was 
ready for them, and thus had the 
jump on the savages.

His carbine smacked flatly into 
the faces o f the raiders in the fore­
front, sending them scattering with 
cries of pain and anger. But another 
raider blundered at a fast gallop 
into him; Joe’s carbine was knocked 
from his hand by the force o f the 
collision. Before he could get his 
hand-gun up and working, the al­
most-unhorsed attacker had gone for 
his knife and plunged.

The burn o f steel told him the 
thrust had struck hard and close to 
his heart; only the heavily-wadded 
clothing he wore spared his life for 
another escape from the band...

Joe gave up thought of precipitate 
flight, now, holding a hand to his 
chest in an effort to slow the blood;
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h e  u r g e d  th e  p o n y  a lo n g  w i t h  h is  
k n e e s .

H e  le a n e d  f o r w a r d  in  t h e  s a d d le  
a g a in s t  t h e  u p - g r a d e  a n d  to  a s s u r e  
h o ld in g  h is  s e a t  a s  h e  w e a k e n e d , 
w h ic h  h e  s u r e l y  m u s t .

O n  a n d  u p , t h e  p o n y  w a lk e d  b r i s k ­
l y  a n d  s u r e - f o o t e d t y ,  t h r o w in g  i t s  
h e a d  in  a la r m  a s  i t  t r o d  p e r i l o u s l y  
c lo s e  to  t h e  g r a y - w h i t e  s p a c e  b e lo w  
a n d  to  th e  l e f t  t h a t  m a r k e d  w h e r e  
s n o w  s t i l l  f e l l . . . a n d  t h u s  m a r k e d  
c le a r  s p a c e  d o w n . F a r  d o w n . . .

T h e  c r i e s  o f  t h e  t h w a r t e d  m a r a u d ­
e r s  c a m e  c lo s e r ,  a n d  J o e  g r i m ly  
f o r c e d  h i s  m o u n t  n o w  r ig h t  a  d o z ­
e n  p a c e s , n o w  l e f t  e x a c t l y  a  d o z e n . 
E x a c t l y  a  d o z e n , a n d  n o  m o r e , f o r  
th e  d e s t r u c t io n  o f  t h e  f a r  r o c k s  
a w a it e d  h im  o n  t h a t  s id e .

C lo s e r  a n d  c lo s e r  c a m e  th e  c r i e s  o f  
th e  p u r s u e r s ,  b u t  J o e  h e ld  g r i m l y  to  
h is  z ig - z a g  t r a i l ,  k n o w in g  t h e  o t h e r s  
w e r e  f o l lo w in g  i t  w i t h o u t  r e a l i z i n g  
w h a t  i t  w a s  h e  w a s  d o in g . J o e  t w i s t ­
e d  h is  h e a d  to  w a t c h  b a c k  o f  h im ;  
w h e n  h e  s a w  t h e  w a l l  o f  s n o w  s o l i d ­
i f y ,  h e  s t r a ig h t e n e d  h i s  p o n y  o n  i t s  
c o u r s e ,  s a id  a  s i l e n t  p r a y e r  a s  h e  
p r i c k e d  th e  b e a s t  w i t h  h i s  s p u r s  a n d  
ju m p e d  i t  f a r  to  th e  r ig h t  a n d  th e n  
a h e a d .

A  m u f f le d  fo r m  s h o w e d  b r i e f l y  in  
t h e  b la n k e t  o f  w h i t e  b e h in d  h im . J o e  
h e ld  h i s  h a n d - g u n  a t  r e a d y  in  c a s e  
t h e  P iu t e ,  f o l lo w in g  t h e  t r a i l  o f  
h o o f - m a r k s  w i t h  b e n t  h e a d , s h o u ld  
lo o k  u p . T h e  s o u n d s  o f  p u r s u i t  f e l l  
a w a y ,  t h e n ,  a n d  J o e  k n e w  th e  b r a v e s  
w e r e  h u d d le d  in  in d e c i s io n ,  a n  i n ­
d e c is io n  m a d e  g r e a t e r  b y  th e  v e r y  
n u m b e r s  o f  t h e m . A  m a n  a lo n e  m a d e  
h i s  p la n s  a n d  t o o k  h i s  c h a n c e s ;  h e  
h a d  th e  a n s w e r  q u i c k l y ,  o n e  w a y  o r  
a n o t h e r .  M e n  in  g r o u p s , w i t h o u t  a  
le a d e r ,  p a u s e d , c o n s u l t e d ,  a r g u e d .

S u r e  i n  h is  m in d  t h a t  o n e  o f  th e  
r a id e r s  w h o m  h e  h a d  f e l le d  w a s  th e  
le a d e r  o f  t h i s  n o w  in d e c i s i v e  b a n d , 
J o e  p lu n g e d  r e c k le s s l y  o n . B e t t e r  b e  
a t  th e  b o t to m  o f  th e  c a n y o n  d e a d , 
t h a n  a l i v e  a n d  in  t h e i r  h a n d s .”

N  A N D  O N ,  h ig h e r  a n d  s t i l l  
h ig h e r .  T h e  p o n y  n o w  s h ie d  

a w a y  f r o m  th e  l e f t ,  a n d  J o e  k n e w  h e  
w a s  a t  t h e  t u r n  h a l f - w a y  u p  th e  
s h e l f  to  V i r g i n i a  C i t y  t h a t  c lu n g  to

t h e  m o u n t a in  o n  t h e  e a s t  s lo p e . H e  
k e e n e d  h i s  e y e s  f o r  t h e  d ip  o f  u n ­
p r o t e c t e d  s p u r  t h a t  s h o u ld  s h o w . 
W h e n  i t  d id n ’ t  m a t e r ia l i z e ,  h e  f e l t  
h i s  h e a r t  s i n k .  J o e  h a d  t h o u g h t  h e  
k n e w  w h e r e  h e  w a s ; h e  c o u ld n ’ t  g o  
o n  m u c h  lo n g e r .  E v e n  n o w , th e  v e r y  
e f f o r t  o f  s i t t i n g  h i s  s a d d le  w a s  f u r ­
t h e r  w e a k e n in g  h im . T h e  w in d ,  t h e n ,  
s t a r t e d  to  t e a r  a t  h i s  s p e n t  b r e a t h ,  
a n d  h e  f e l t  th e  t e n s io n  f lo w  o u t  o f  
h im  a s  h e  w o r k e d  h i s  b r a in  f o r  j u s t  
o n e  m o r e  p la n .  J u s t  o n e  m o r e  p la n !

W h en  I  come to the clearing that 
should be close by, I ’ll turn th’ hoss 
in an’ make m y way around the south 
side to the cave Dave and I  found.

B u t  e v e n  w h e n  t h e  o u t c r o p p in g  o f  
r o c k  s h o w e d  b a r e ,  h e  k n e w  t h e  h o r s e  
w o u ld  h a v e  to  g o . T h e  h o r s e  w o u ld  
h a v e  to  g o  a lo n g  th e  s n o w - p a c k e d  
t r a i l  a n d  o v e r  t h e  e d g e  a n d  d o w n . 
T h e  h o r s e  w o u ld  h a v e  to  g o  s o  t h a t  
t h e  p u r s u e r s  w o u ld  p a u s e , p u z z le  i t ,  
a n d  m a y b e  t a k e  th e  b a i t  a n d  le a v e . 
O r .  .

H e  w o u ld n ’ t  l e t  h i s  m in d  d w e l l  o n  
c o n s e q u e n c e s . J o e  s t a r t e d  to  se n d  
t h e  m o u n t  o v e r  im m e d ia t e ly ,  a s  so o n  
a s  h e  c o u ld  s l id e  o u t  o f  s a d d le ,  lo o s ­
e n  th e  s a d d le - g i r t h ,  a n d  m a k e  h is  
w a y  a s  f a s t  a s  h e  c o u ld  t o  h id in g .  
B u t  h e  r e a l i z e d  h is  w a n in g  s t r e n g t h  
w a s  n o t  e q u a l  to  th e  t a s k .

H e  s p u r r e d  th e  h o r s e  s w i f t l y  o v e r  
t h e  w in d - s w e p t  t r a c e  to  i t s  h u m p , 
s l i d  to  t h e  g r o u n d , le a n e d  a g a in s t  th e  
m o u n t  w h i l e  h e  lo o s e d  t h e  s a d d le .  
M o u n t e d  a g a in ,  h e  w e n t  a s  f a r  a s  
t h e  f i r s t  s n o w  d r i f t  t h a t  p e a k e d  h ig h  
o n  t h e  le e  o f  t h e  w in d  t h e r e .  H e  
le a n e d  o v e r ,  u s e d  h i s  w a n in g  s t r e n g t h  
to  j e t t i s o n  t h e  g e a r  f r o m  h im ,  th e  
l i f e ’s  b lo o d  o f  t h e  P o n y  E x p r e s s  r i ­
d e r ,  a n d  g r u n t e d  h i s  f i r s t  s a t i s f a c t i o n  
w h e n  h e  s a w  t h e  e q u ip m e n t  c r e s t  
t h e  d r i f t  a n d  f a l l  a w a y  in t o  n o t h in g ­
n e s s .  ,

H u r r i e d l y ,  J o e  r o w e le d  t h e  h o r s e  
b a c k  o v e r  th e  s n o w le s s  t r a c e  to  th e  
e d g e  o f  t h e  t r a i l .  H e r e ,  h e  b a c k ­
t r a c k e d ,  m a d e  a  f r e s h  t r a i l  i n  r e t u r n ,  
a n d  s l i d  o f f  t h e  h o r s e  o n  t h e  r o c k  
s id e  o f  t h e  p a t h . I t  w a s  e a s y  to  s la p  
th e  p o n y  a h e a d ;  a n d  t h e n  s h o v e  i t s  
r u m p  h a r d .

T h e  p o n y  n e ig h e d  i t s  t e r r o r  a s  i t  
l o s t  i t s  f o o t in g .  J o e  a d d e d  h i s  o w n
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s h o u t s  o f  a la r m  a n d  o f  g r i e f  f o r  t h e  
h o r s e  to  i t ,  a n d  t h e n  s t u m b le d  b a c k  
o v e r  th e  t r a c e  to  t h e  d r i f t .  G a t h e r in g  
h i s  w a n in g  r e s e r v e s ,  h e  h u r le d  h im ­
s e l f  in  a  h e a d lo n g  d iv e  o v e r  th e  
d r i f t ,  t a k in g  t h e  s h o c k  o f  h i s  r o u g h  
l a n d in g  s t o i c a l l y ,  p r a y in g  o n ly  t h a t  
o n e  o f  h i s  b o o ts  h a d n ’ t  d ra g g e d  a  
t e l l t a l e  in  th e  o t h e r w is e  u n t r a c k e d  
s n o w .

H e  d id n ' t  r e a l i z e  th e  f a l l  h a d  
k n o c k e d  h im  u n c o n s c io u s  u n t i l  h e  
c a m e  to  a n d  w a s  s t i r r i n g ;  a n d  th e n  
h e a r d  th e  v o ic e s .  H e  l a y  v e r y  s t i l l ,  
t h e n ,  t r y i n g  to  r e a d  w h a t  w a s  i n  th e  
m in d s  o f  th e  I n d ia n s .

T h e y ’ d  b e  p a u s e d  b y  th e  h o o f-  
m a r k s  w h e r e  t h e  p o n y  h a d  g o n e  o v e r .  
T h e y ’ d  b e  g o in g  a h e a d  to  b e  s u r e  
h e  h a d n 't  t r i e d  to  m a k e  i t  t h a t  w a y  
a fo o t .  T h e y 'd  b e  c o m in g  b a c k  a g a in ,  
c o n s id e r in g  t h in g s ,  s t u d y in g  th e  b a re  
r o c k - t r a c e  w i t h  k e e n  e y e s .

“ H e r e  t h e y  c o m e ! ”  h e  w h is p e r e d .  
“ H e r e — t h e y — c o m e  !”

H e  l a y  v e r y  s t i l l ,  l i s t e n in g  to  th e  
g u t t u r a l  a n d  in c o m p r e h e n s ib le ,  to  
h im ,  c o m m e n t s  o f  th e  s e a r c h in g  
s a v a g e s . B u t  h e  c o u ld  e s t im a t e  w h a t  
t h e y  w e r e  s a y i n g : “ H e  c a m e  t h i s  
w a y .  S e e !  S e e  th e  h o o f - m a r k s ,  th e  
d is t u r b e d  g r a v e l ? ”

A n o t h e r :  “ N o - o . H e r e  g o  th e  h o o f s  
b a c k  a g a in .  T o  th e  t r a i l .  H e  c a m e  
t h i s  w a y  h o p in g  to  e s c a p e . H e  s a w  
t h e r e  w a s  n o  e s c a p e  h e r e . T h e  s n o w  
b e y o n d  w o u ld  t e l l  u s . S o  h e  r a c e d  
b a c k  f o r  th e  t r a i l .  H i s  p o n y  s l ip p e d .”

“ Y e s ,  i t  i s  t r u l y  s a id !  R e c a l l ,  w e  
h e a rd  th e  h o r s e  s c r e a m , a n d  th e n  th e  
p a le - f a c e  s h o u t ?  C o m e . W e  r e t u r n .  
P o s s ib l y  w e  c a n  c o m e  u p o n  h im  in  
th e  c a n y o n ,  i f  th e  s n o w s  h a v e n ’ t 
b u r ie d  h o r s e  a n d  r i d e r . ”

“ W e l l ,  p e r h a p s .  B u t  l e t  u s  p a u s e  
h e r e  a n d  l i s t e n . ”

A f t e r  a  b r e a t h le s s  s p a c e  o f  t im e ,  
J o e  h e a r d  t h e m  g o in g  a w a y .  H e  w a s  
s o  n u m b  h e  k n e w  h e  w o u ld  h a v e  to  
g e t  in t o  m o t io n  o r  e ls e  h e  w o u ld  
m a k e  h is  g r a v e  t h e r e  w h e r e  h e  w a s . 
B u t  h e  w a i t e d ,  a n d  w a s  g la d  h e  d id .  
A  v o ic e ,  so  c lo s e  a b o v e  h im  t h a t  J o e  
a l l  b u t  g a s p e d  h i s  s u r p r i s e ,  s p o k e . 
I m p a t i e n t l y .  A  m o n o s y l l a b ic  g r u n t  
a n s w e r e d .  J o e  l a y  v e r y  s t i l l .  H e  l a y  
s t i l l  u n t i l  h e  n o  lo n g e r  h a d  a n y  
c h o ic e  b u t  to  d i e , . .

H e  r o l le d  c le a r  o f  h i s  g r a v e  o f  
s n o w . T h e  f a l l  o f  t h e  f l a k e s  w a s  
a b a t in g .  T h e  w in d  w a s  d y in g  d o w n . 
H e  w a s  f r e e  f o r  t h e  m o m e n t  o f  im ­
m e d ia t e  d a n g e r .

B u t  b e y o n d , n o w , l a y  t h e  t a s k  o f  
g e t t in g  to  th e  c a v e  b e f o r e  h e  f r o z e  
to  d e a t h . H e  w a s  v e r y  w e a k  w h e n  h e  
m a d e  th e  ro p e  t h a t  h e  w o r e  a b o u t  h i s  
p a d d e d  w a i s t ,  f a s t  a b o u t  h i s  g e a r . H e  
t r ie d  t h r e e  t im e s  b e f o r e  h e  c r e s t e d  
t h e  s n o w - d r i f t .

HE  S T R U G G L E D ,  g a s p in g  a n d  
w e a k  f r o m  t h e  e f f o r t ,  to  g e t  

h i s  g e a r  in t o  th e  b a c k  o f  th e  c a v e . 
H e  s t o p p e d  h a l f  w a y  t h e r e ,  h i s  e y e s  
p e e r in g  a t  s o m e t h in g  o n  th e  r o u g h  
f lo o r  o f  th e  g r o u n d - w a r m  s h e l t e r .  
M a r k s  o f  a  r e c e n t  f i r e .

S o m e o n e  h a d  b e e n  t h e r e  !
D ave?  h e  w o n d e r e d .  B ut no, I  

haven’t been gone long enough. I  was 
only a few  hours late when the 
Piutcs jum ped me.

A n o t h e r  t h in g  s u g g e s t e d  i t s e l f ,  
t h e n . M a y b e  D a v e  C r e a d y  w a s  t r a n s ­
f e r r e d  to  a n o t h e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  n e w ly -  
o p e n e d  r u n ?  M a y b e  D a v e  h a d  c o m e  
t h e r e  to  s h e l t e r  i n  t h i s  s t o r m , u n a b le  
to  g e t  t h r o u g h  to  C a r s o n  C i t y ,  a n d  
h a d  g o n e  b a c k  to  V i r g i n i a  C i t y  
a g a in  ?

Dave said if he got transferred, he 
would leave our map o f the diggings 
we are going to work together, some 
day, hidden here. A copy o f it, in 
case something happens to him.
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T h e  P o n y  E x p r e s s  r id e r s  w e r e  a d ­
v e n t u r o u s  s o u ls ,  b a n d e d  t o g e t h e r  in  
a  h a z a r d o u s  u n d e r t a k in g  to  g e t  th e  
m a i l s  t h r o u g h  t h e  w i l d  c o u n t r y  
u n t i l  s u c h  t im e  a s  t h e  t e le g r a p h  l in e s  
w e r e  u p , in s t e a d  o f  t e r m in a t in g  a t  
S t .  J o e ,  in  M i s s o u r i ,  a n d  a t  S a c r a ­
m e n t o , in  C a l i f o r n i a .  M a n y  o f  t h e  
m e n — l i k e  J o e  a n d  D a v e — w e r e  
p a r d n e r s  w h o  a n s w e r e d  t h e  c a l l  o f  
R u s s e l l ,  M a jo r s  &  W a d d e l l  to  th e  
d a n g e r o u s  a n d  p a t r i o t i c  d u t y  o f  
k e e p in g  o p e n  v i t a l  l i n e s  o f  c o m m u ­
n ic a t io n  f r o m  e a s t  to  w e s t  i n  th e s e  
p e r i lo u s  t im e s  o f  A m e r i c a n  e m p ir e .

F o r e ig n  a g g r e s s io n ,  a s  w e l l  a s  i n ­
t e r n a l  s t r i f e ,  t h r e a t e n e d .

J o e  a n d  D a v e  h a d  a n s w e r e d  th e  
c a l l ,  a m o n g  o t h e r s .  A n d  l i k e  o t h e r s ,  
t h e y  w e r e  p r o s p e c t in g  f o r  g o ld  a t  th e  
t im e ,  a n d  n o  s e c r e t  i s  m o r e  c lo s e ly  
g u a r d e d  t h a n  w h e r e  o n e  o r  a n o t h e r  
m a n  t h in k s  h e  h a s  s t u m b le d  u p o n  a  
l i k e l y  s t r i k e .  A s  h a d  D a v e  C r e a d y .

J o e  s e c r e t e d  h i s  g e a r  a s  b e s t  h e  
c o u ld — h is  s a c r e d  d is p a t c h e s ,  a n d  h is  
v a lu a b le  g o ld  d u s t — in  t h e  r e a r  o f  th e  
c a v e . H e  g o t  h is  L u c i f e r s  o u t  o f  th e  
s m a l l  m e t a l  c a s e  h e  c a r r i e d  t h e m  in ,  
a n d  s p e n t  t h r e e  o f  t h e  m a t c h e s  in  
s a t i s f y i n g  h im s e l f  D a v e  h a d  l e f t  n o  
m a p , i f  h e  h a d  b e e n  t h e r e .

H e  r e t u r n e d  to  t h e  e n t r a n c e  to  th e  
c a v e , lo d g in g  h im s e l f  b e h in d  a  j u t  o f  
r o c k  o n  t h e  in s id e  o f  th e  c a v e r n .  
F r o m  t h e r e  h e  c o u ld  w a t c h  w i t h o u t  
b e in g  d e t e c t e d . F r o m  t h e r e ,  h e  c o u ld  
b e  n e a r  to  o p e n  a i r ;  h e  c o u ld  w a t c h  
b is  g e a r  w h e r e  h e  h a d  d ra g g e d  i t  
t h r o u g h  th e  c a v e  to  h id in g  i n  th e  
g lo o m .

J o e  g o t  h i s  s m a l l  b a g  o f  s u p p l ie s  
b e fo r e  h e  l e f t  t h e  h id in g  p la c e  o f  h is  
g e a r ,  to  t a k e  w i t h  h im . H e  s a w  th e  
f i r e  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  b u r n e d  r e c e n t l y  
h a d  u s e d  u p  th e  w o o d - s u p p ly  h e  a n d  
D a v e  h a d  s t o r e d  t h e r e ,  a n d  h e  d id n ’ t 
f e e l  u p  to  s e a r c h in g  th e  s n o w s  f o r  
w o o d  to  d r y  a n d  f i r e  s o  t h a t  h e  c o u ld  
k n o w  t h e  s t r e n g t h e n in g  w a r m t h  o f  
s t r o n g  c h i c k o r y  c o f f e e .  A n y w a y ,  h e  
d id n ’t  w a n t  to  r i s k  a  t e l l t a l e  o f  s m o k e  
j u s t  y e t .  D a v e  w o u ld  c o m e  lo o k in g  
f o r  h im  w i t h o u t  i t .  O t h e r s  w h o  w e r e  
n o t  s o  w e lc o m e  n o r  s o  in t e r e s t e d  in  
h is  w e l f a r e  m ig h t  c o m e  lo o k in g  f o r  
h im  i f  h e  l ig h t e d  a  f i r e ,  a n d  th e  
s m o k e  s h o w e d .

H e  c h e w e d  l a b o r io u s ly  o n  h i s  h a r d ­
t a c k  s q u a r e s ,  t h e  p a in  o f  h i s  h e a d  
s t a b b in g  t h r o u g h  h im  w i t h  e a c h  
m o v e m e n t  o f  h i s  j a w s .  B u t  h e  h a d  
to  l i v e ,  s o  h e  h a d  to  s t o k e  t h e  f i r e s  
o f  h i s  s y s t e m  a s  b e s t  h e  c o u ld .  L a t e r ,  
h e  c r a w le d  to  t h e  m o u t h  o f  t h e  c a v e  
a n d  s c o o p e d  s n o w  u p  i n  h i s  h a n d s  to  
q u e n c h  h i s  b u r n in g  t h i r s t .

H e  k n e w  h i s  w o u n d s  h a d  d r a in e d  
t h e  e s s e n t ia l  s a l t s  i n  h i s  l o s t  b lo o d  
f r o m  h i s  s y s t e m , a d d in g  to  h i s  t h i r s t .  
H e  m a d e  a  m e n t a l  n o te  to  p a c k  s a l t  
i n  h i s  g e a r ,  w h e n  h e  g o t  b a c k  a g a in .  
I f  h e  g o t  b a c k  a g a in .

H e  d id n ’ t  k n o w  h o w  lo n g  h e  h a d  
b e e n  s in c e  t h e  I n d i a n  a t t a c k .  H o u r s ,  
a n y w a y .  M a y b e  m a n y  h o u r s .  H e  s a w  
th e  g lo w  o f  t h e  s u n  i n  t h e  w e s t  w h i l e  
h e  c o u ld n ’ t  se e  t h e  s u n  b e c a u s e  o f  
t h e  r o c k y  t o r s  t h a t  h e m m e d  in  th e  
m o u t h  o f  t h e  c a v e . N o r  c o u ld  h e  se e  
th e  e a s t  f o r  t h e  s a m e  r e a s o n . T h e  
y a w n in g  c a n y o n  to  t h e  s o u t h  w a s  
s n o w - v e i le d .

H e  h u d d le d  h i s  k n e e s  u p  u n d e r  h is  
c h in  a n d  f e l l  o f f  in t o  a  d r o w s y  c o m a , 
a w a r e  t h a t  a  m o u n t in g  f e v e r  w a s  o n  
h im .

S ^ H E N  H E  a w o k e ,  i t  w a s  p i t c h  
w w  b la c k .  B u t  J o e  k n e w  h e  w a s n ’ t  

a lo n e  in  t h e  c a v e . H e  t r ie d  to  s n i f f  
t h e  a i r  to  d e t e c t  i f  i t  w e r e  a  h u m a n  
o r  a  f o u r - le g g e d  c r e a t u r e  t h a t  h e  
s e n s e d  w a s  s h a r in g  h i s  s h e l t e r .

T h e  b lo o d  h a d  c a k e d  in  h is  n o s ­
t r i l s ,  a n d  h e  h a d  to  b r e a t h e  t h r o u g h  
h is  m o u t h . H e  f e l t  f o r  h i s  h a n d - g u n , 
w o n d e r in g  i f  h i s  n a s a l  o b s t r u c t io n  o f  
c a k e d  b lo o d  h a d  c a u s e d  h im  to  s n o re  
in  h i s  s l e e p ; o r  i f  h e  h a d  s le p t  th e  
s le e p  o f  e x h a u s t io n ,  s i l e n t l y ,  m o ­
t io n le s s l y .

“ D o e s  t h a t  thing, w h a t e v e r  i t  i s ,  
k n o w  I ’m  h e r e ,  t o o ? ’ ’

T h e  c o ld  w a s  in  h i s  b o n e s  d e s p it e  
th e  w a r m t h  o f  t h e  c a v e . T h e  e a r t h  
r e t a in s  a n  e v e n  in t e r n a l  h e a t  
t h r o u g h o u t  th e  e x t e r n a l  s e a s o n s . B u t  
f r o m  f e v e r ,  J o e  h a d  g o n e  to  c h i l l s .  
H e  t r ie d  to  c la m p  h i s  t e e t h  s h u t  
a g a in s t  th e  c h a t t e r in g  o f  t h e m , a n d  
f i n a l l y  fo u n d  i t  b e t t e r  to  s l a c k  h i s  
j a w s  o p e n . T h a t  w a y ,  t h e  T h i n g  
w o u ld  n o t  h e a r  h im ,  i f  i t  h a d  n o t  a l ­
r e a d y  h e a r d  h im . W h a t e v e r  T h e  
T h i n g  w a s . . .
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M in u t e s  t h a t  w e r e  e o n s , h o u r s  t h a t  
w e r e  e t e r n i t y ,  p a s s e d  s o m e w h e r e  b e ­
y o n d ,  p e r h a p s ,  b u t  i n  t h e  c a v e  w h e r e  
J o e  w a s ,  i t  w a s  a lw a y s  t h e  p r e s e n t  
f o r  h im .  T h e  g r im ,  u n k n o w n ,  t h r e a t ­
e n in g  p r e s e n t .

H e  l a y  i n  th e  d a r k  t r y i n g  im p o s ­
s i b l y  to  p e n e t r a t e  t h e  v e i l  o f  
m y s t e r y ,  b u t  d r a w in g  c o n s o la t io n  
f r o m  t h e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  i f  h e  c o u ld n ’ t  
se e  T h e  T h i n g ,  n e i t h e r  c o u ld  T h e  
T h i n g  se e  h im . U n le s s  i t  w e r e  a n  
a n im a l  t h a t  c o u ld  se e  i n  th e  d a r k .

A n  o w l ?  A  m o u n t a in - c a t ,  m a y b e ?
J o e  c lo s e d  h i s  h a n d  a b o u t  h i s  g u n  

a n d  b r o u g h t  i t  c lo s e r  to  h im .
H e  d id n ’ t  k n o w  w h e n  h e  f i r s t  

n o t ic e d  t h e  g r a y  t h a t  s t r e a k e d  th e  
c a v e . B u t  s u d d e n ly ,  i t  w a s  t h e r e .  T h e  
d a r k  o f  i t  l ig h t e n e d ,  g r e w  c le a r e r ,  
a n d  s o o n  h e  c o u ld  d is c e r n  t h e  o u t ­
l in e s  o f  th e  r o c k  b e h in d  w h ic h  h e  
l a y  h a l f - s lu m p e d  a g a in s t  th e  w a l l  o f  
t h e  c a v e .

A  m o v e m e n t  c lo s e  b y  s t a r t l e d  h im  
in t o  f e r a l  a t t e n t io n .  H e  c a u g h t  a s u g ­
g e s t io n  o f  s o m e t h in g  o u t  o f  t h e  c o r ­
n e r  o f  h i s  e y e . I t  t o o k  s h a p e . T h e  
s h a p e  o f  a m a n , a  s le e p in g  m a n , a 
b la n k e t  d r a w n  u p  o v e r  h i s  s h o u ld e r s .

T h e  s h a p e  w a s  q u i t e  c lo s e . T e n  
f e e t  a w a y ,  p e r h a p s .  P e r h a p s  le s s .  I n  
t h e  g r o w in g  l i g h t ,  J o e  c o u ld  m a k e  
o u t  f e a t u r e s .  R o u g h ,  b e a rd - s t u b b le d  
f e a t u r e s .  T h e  m a n 's  h a t  h a d  f a l l e n  
b a c k  o f f  h i s  h e a d  in  h is  s le e p . I t  
w a s  n o b o d y  J o e  r e c o g n iz e d .

J o e  h a d  w e ig h e d  t h e  p o s s ib i l i t i e s  
t h r o u g h  th e  lo n g  e t e r n i t y  o f  th e  
n ig b t ,  a f t e r  h e ’d  b e e n  c e r t a in  h e  w a s  
n o t  a lo n e .

E ven  if  it is Dave, h e  t h o u g h t ,  I 
must be careful not to alarm him. He  
might come up shooting. ..

N o w  t h a t  h e  s a w  i t  w a s n ’ t  D a v e ,  
o t h e r  p o s s ib i l i t i e s  w e r e  p r e s e n t e d .

M a y b e  i t  w a s  D a v e 's  s u b s t i t u t e ?  
D a v e  m ig h t  b e  s i c k ,  h u r t .  O r  t r a n s ­
f e r r e d .  I t  w o u ld n ’ t  d o  to  a la r m  h im  
in  t h i s  c a s e , e i t h e r ,  u n le s s  t h e  s t r a n ­
g e r  a l r e a d y  k n e w  J o e  w a s  t h e r e ,  w a s  
s le e p in g  u n t i l  h e  o r  J o e  s h o u ld  
a w a k e  i n  d a y l ig h t .

O E ’ S  T H O U G H T S  w e r e  o n  
s o m e t h in g  e ls e ,  o n  a n o t h e r  p o s ­

s i b i l i t y :  N o t  a l l  th e  b a d  m e n  o f  th e  
W e s t  w e r e  I n d i a n s  b y  a n y  r e m o te

f ig u r i n g .  T h e  r e d - m a n  h a d  b e e n  b a ­
s i c a l l y  a  g o o d  m a n , t h o u g h  s a v a g e , 
u n t i l  t h e  c o m in g  o f  th e  p a le - f a c e s  
w i t h  t h e i r  r u i n i n g  c i v i l i z a t i o n  f o r  a l l  
t h in g s  w i l d .  E v e n  t h e  I n d i a n s  w h o  
h a d  a t t a c k e d  J o e  t h e  d a y  b e f o r e — o r  
w a s  i t  t w o  o r  t h r e e  d a y s  b e f o r e ,  h o w  
c o u ld  h e  t e l l ? — h a d  t h e i r  j u s t  c o m ­
p la in t s ,  a lb e i t  t h e i r  w a y  o f  v o ic i n g  
th e m  w a s  n o t  d is p o s in g  th e  p a le ­
f a c e s  to  i m p a r t i a l  c o n s id e r a t io n  o f  
t h e i r  c la im s .

T h e  I n d i a n  h a d  b e e n  e x p lo i t e d  b y  
t h e  f u r - t r a p p e r s ,  h a d  b e e n  a b u s e d  b y  
t h e  v io l a t io n  o f  t r e a t y  a f t e r  t r e a t y  
t h a t  t o o k  a w a y  t h e i r  la n d  a n d  t h e i r  
b u f f a lo  a n d  s e n t  t h e m  r o v in g  f a r  
f r o m  t h e i r  lo v e d  h u n t in g - g r o u n d s .  
B u t  th e  b u f f a lo ,  l i k e  th e  e n g in e e r ,  
f o l lo w e d  t h e  lo w e s t  l i n e  o f  r e s is t a n c e  
a c r o s s  th e  c o u n t r y ,  a n d  w h e n  th e  
r a i l r o a d s  c a m e — a n d  c o m e  t h e y  h a d  
to , a n d  w e r e  p u s h in g  o n  n o w — th e  
b u f f a lo  h a d  to  g o . A n d  a f t e r  t h e m , 
t h e  I n d i a n s . . .

T h e r e  w e r e  m e n  f a r  m o re  b r u t a l  
a n d  s a v a g e  t h a n  th e  r e s e n t f u l  I n d i a n  
in  t h e  W e s t .  M e n  w h o  f o l lo w e d  a f t e r  
w o r k in g - m e n  a s  h a w k s  f o l lo w  a f t e r  
t h e i r  p r e y .  R o a d - a g e n t s ,  e s c a p e d  
c r im in a l s ,  p a t h o lo g ic a l  m u r d e r e r s .  I t  
c o u ld  b e  o n e  o f  t h e s e  w h o  n o w  s le p t  
so  c lo s e  b e s id e  J o e .

B u t  w h o e v e r  o r  w h a t e v e r ,  J o e  
d id n ' t  w a n t  h im  c lo s e  to  h im  w h e n  
t h e  s t r a n g e r  a w o k e .  T h e  P o n y  E x ­
p r e s s  r id e r  c a s t  a b o u t  in  h is  m in d  f o r  
a n  id e a  t h a t  w o u ld  e f f e c t  h i s  p u r ­
p o s e .

A  s t o n e ?
B u t  t h e r e  w e r e  n o  s m a l l  r o c k s ,  n o  

s t o n e s , n e a r .
Just anything to throw, so I can 

attract his attention elsewhere. W h o ­
ever it is may be the one who light­
ed our firew ood I  found burned here. 
W h oever it is may have seen part of 
the fight I had with the Piutes. may­
be. Though with the snow falling, 
that isn't likely. It  could even be 
some hanger-on who heard I  was 
missing, and came like a vulture to 
find me and m y gold before the 
proper authorities could get on m y  
track.

B u t  w h o e v e r ,  th e  im p o r t a n c e  o f  
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,  i f  f r i e n d — o r  fo e  p o s ­
in g  a s  f r i e n d — w a s  a s  d i r e  a s  d ra w -
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ing the next breath, for the wounded 
man. For the next breath might bring 
a choking cough, and sudden death, 
instead of continued life.

And as well as Life, there was 
Joe’s sacred trust, the dispatches, 
and the gold that was cached in the 
rear of the cave. Nor could Joe wait 
long to identify the stranger, be­
cause he had no knowledge how ill 
he was, how long or short his time 
would be.

He thought, then, of the small der­
ringer he carried in the belt-band of 
his levis. With a grim smile, he got 
it out, palmed it to him, drew his 
hand back, his eyes watching the face 
o f the stranger sleeping so close by. 
He cast it hard from him, hard and 
aimed for the back of the cave, 
where it fell away into the gloom.

The derrigner landed with a clat­
ter. Joe was watching the stranger 
for his reactions. I f  he expected a 
sudden surging up of the man’s body 
in alarm, he was . disappointed. The 
man’s eyes came open, full on the 
corner where Joe lay; but they were 
listening eyes rather than seeing 
eyes.

After a long moment, the man 
came silently erect, shedding his 
blanket, gathering his booted feet 
under him cautiously, his eyes going 
truly to just where the derringer, the 
small pistol, had landed. After an­
other long moment, the stranger 
drew out a long-barreled single-ac­
tion gun and sat straight to watch 
the dark recess where the noise had 
originated.

“ That y o u .. .Hawes?’’
Joe almost shouted his relief; but 

he clamped down on his breathing 
the next moment when the stranger

challenged the dark with some In­
dian dialect.

Maybe a renegade white man, he 
thought. Maybe that’s how the In­
juns got onto me. W e r e  set onto me!

Then he was in perplexity again 
when he realized that a lot o f the 
settlers spoke some Indian language. 
This, however, that the man had 
flung in challenge at the dark o f the 
cave, had sounded fluent, practised.

How to identify him? Joe mused. 
How to be sure he doesn’t get me, 
and then my pouch!

He waited, knowing the other had 
to make a move, soon or late. When 
he got to his feet with cat-litheness, 
Joe saw the bundle o f dry faggots 
that had been out o f sight at the 
man’s side, and he guessed his intent 
readily. He’d light a fire, torch the 
place into the light o f day.

THE MAN crouched with his 
back to Joe, his eyes ever going 

to the dark recess and back to his 
task. He worked skillfully with his 
sticks, then, rubbing them patiently 
and artfully, ever and again plunging 
them into the small mound o f shav­
ings he had made with his hunting- 
knife.

At last a wreath o f smoke lived. 
The stranger fanned it to going, fed 
it dry twigs, fed it the faggots. Then 
he stood and tossed a faggot into 
the rear o f the cave, his hand at 
ready with his gun. Another and an­
other faggot, he threw. Then with a 
grunt of impatience, he came erect 
to make his way stealthily. When he 
was perhaps half-way between Joe 
and his rider-gear, the wounded man 
stopped him with his voice.

“Whoa, up! Hold it right there,
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pardner. No, no! Just holster the 
gun. That’s it, pardner. Now, with 
your right hand in the air, unbuckle 
your holster-belt.”

“Listen, Hawes, it’s me. Saffron! I 
know your voice, Hawes. I ’m here 
to save you, man. Where are you?” 

“ Never mind that right now, Saf­
fron—is it? I don’t recollect the 
name, friend. But maybe so it is all 
right. But for now—kick that gun 
belt away. That’s it. Now back up 
and sit down. Right there. That’s it. 
All right, Saffron. Talk.”

The man laughed. “ Damned if you 
ain’t like an Indian.”

“ Return the compliment,” Joe ob­
served mildly. “ Never saw a squaw 
make a neater fire with rubbing 
sticks together.”

“ Been out here a long time, Hawes. 
Listen, we thought you were a gon­
er.”

“ How'd you know to look here for 
me?”

“ Dave’s been transferred, and—” 
“ Oh. He told you about this 

cave?”  Joe bit his lip in vexation. 
But it was out, and he couldn’t de­
tect any change in the expression of 
the man facing him, his dark eyes 
liquid in the light o f the fire from 
the faggots. “ W hen?”

“He got transferred. He told me 
then.”

Joe thought about that. It could 
be. It could have been why Dave 
didn’t trust the map of their mine lo­
cation to be’ left there, to be found. 
Dave could have thought of a better 
place to leave the map for him. A 
friend, maybe.

“ When’d you get here?”
“ Sundown. Listen, this is a helluva 

way to greet yore new pardner on th’ 
run! Shucks! I came along at sun­
down, and bedded in. Looked like 
yore hoss had gone over the side.”

Joe thought about that. “ D’you 
look for me there, where the pony 
is?”

Saffron’s question was reasonable. 
“ Where is that? All I know is where 
the hoof-prints showed he went over. 
So I came here. And now you hold 
me up and—”

“ Just got to be sure, that’s all. 
How long you been on the run?"

“ Just three days agone.”
“ Mattock put you on?”
Saffron stared, then grinned. “ You 

got a fever? Mattock has been dead 
two weeks now. Drygulched up near 
Reno. You didn’t know that? Peters 
is the acting-Supe for Mattock. Lis­
ten, where is the pouch? What’s 
wrong with you? W hy don’t you 
come out of that nook you are in? 
Hurt?”

“ What makes you think that?” Joe 
asked easily. He wondered—had his 
torturous way here not left blood 
pools along the trace, if how he 
dragged his gear after him hadn’t 
been evident? O r . . . i f  the snow had 
drifted to cover his tracks. Or—

Is he telling the truth? Did he 
come here at sundown, or much later 
at night, from knowledge of the 
place?

Joe thought about it. Then he gave 
it up as useless to think about. Just 
like Mattock and Peters having been 
named. Anybody would know them. 
Any thief, any minister, any miner, 
and any rider for the Line. Most 
anybody would know he had been 
Dave’s partner, too. And this Saf­
fron could have stumbled onto the 
cave.

THE MEN on the Express run 
were known, if their methods 

were not such common knowledge. 
Times and the men of the West be­
ing what they were, change-overs 
were still done under cover of the 
stockades where relay-horses were 
kept, and where stations saw to the 
change of the pouch from one rider 
to his successor.

"The mail is with the hoss,” Joe 
said then, almost idly. He tensed at 
Saffron’s short laugh. “ You mean, it 
ain’t? You mean somebody got to 
it ?”

“Like I said,” the other drawled, 
"I don’t know where the hoss is, do 
I? In what drift, or on what ledge, 
or under what snowslide, even. No, 
I laughed at your wariness, Hawes. 
Us riders don’t never leave our 
pouches, now, do we?”

Joe didn’t contradict that. It was 
true. Only death could part a Pony 
Express rider from his trust. He
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was considering was he able to trav­
el, even with Saffron's help, or 
should he send the mail on ahead 
with the substitute rider, when some­
thing else hit him. But Saffron had 
said something that had Joe ponder­
ing . ..

“ Where’s your pony, Saffron?” he 
asked, while he thought.

“ Down by the rock-trace. Want I 
should get him? He’s sheltered 
there.”

“ Would have been warmer and saf­
er here,” Joe said gently.

“ Not,” Saffron said, “ if the pony 
slipped and fell o ff the narrow ledge 
outside.”

“ But it was light when you came.”
“ Light and windy and icy. You’d 

ought to know. Want I should get 
him and take you and the pouch back 
W e’d best get in afore they waste 
too much time, or someone gets hurt 
or lost. Anyway, another storm is 
making up.”

Saffron could be all right. Again, 
Saffron could be a road-agent oper­
ating with Indians. But if once he 
let Saffron get behind that rock, and

he was a bad ’un— Besides, Joe’s 
doubts had grown.

“ In a little,” Joe said. “ Let’s talk. 
What’s new your way, Saffron? Any 
records broken lately?”

“ Just me, on th’ East run,” the man 
said, his eyes glinting relief at Joe’s 
relaxed mood. It’s no fun to talk 
into the nailkeg end o f a loaded gun. 
“ That was sure some going! At that, 
we had to work it so I took th’ pouch 
to trail and on to Virginia City? 
on the run from Conway.”

Joe sat still, waiting. Saffron said, 
with a laugh, “ That was some sight, 
or Conway ridin’ hell-for-leather 
down the trail, pouch outstretched, 
me waitin’ for it, takin’ it on at a 
full gallop.” He stopped abruptly, 
“ What is it? You don’t know Con­
way, Hawes?”

Joe started, his mouth smiling. 
“ Jake? You bet! Skinny little runt, 
isn’t he? Couldn’t chin himself a 
foot o ff the ground, his arms are 
that weak.”

“ That’s him,” Saffron chuckled. 
“ Well, what’ll we do?”

Joe came to instant decision. “ I ’m

“Outlaw is just another name 
for damn fool”, was what Little 
Bill Guthrie, noted longrider, 
told Pat. And Pat believed him. 
But Little Bill had sided Pat 
Ritchie when he needed help, 
and Pat insisted on returning 
the favor. Then treachery struck 
down the Guthrie gang, and 
Pat found himself a wanted 

man.
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hurt a little, Saffron. I had to be 
sure about you. Throw a little more 
wood on the fire there, and I ’ll tell 
you where the pouch is, and we can 
get going. I ’m not getting any 
stronger. I can’t last but so long. But 
point the fire up so’s I can get some 
warmth, and I ’ll direct you to the— 
to the pouch. I ’m sure o f you now, 
Saffron.”

AFFRON got Joe’s directions 
 ̂ right where he stood. He went 
back, Joe letting him go too far. 
“ No, back this way, Saffron. Now. 
In front of you. See?”

Saffron looked. “ That’s just the 
saddle, and some sort of leather sad­
dle-gear. Stirrups and such. Carbine- 
holster. And—” Saffron stayed bent 
over a long time, his left hand going 
to the saddle, his right hand drop­
ping to the ground.

He came up so swiftly that, even 
though Joe was ready and waiting 
for him to do it, the man almost got 
flattened out behind the crag o f jut­
ting rock as he brought the derringer 
up and into play. The derringer Joe 
had hurled there to wake the man.

Saffron snapped the trigger fran­
tically, his oaths rising loudly in 
the confines of the cave. Joe fired, 
fired again, and made himself flat. 
But Saffron was hit, was staggering, 
was sitting down hard, his left hand 
clutching high up on his right arm 
where Joe had drilled him.

“ Your left arm ‘all right?” Joe 
asked into the echoes. “ Hold it out. 
Let me see is it all right. Hurry it 
up. Saffron!”

He shot again, grimly, when Saf­
fron's left arm came clear of his 
body. The man screamed and 
screamed again.

“ Sorry,” Joe Hawes said gently, 
“ Saffron. But a Pony Rider who 
don’t know any better than to know 
th’ mails is part of th’ saddle might 
not know any better than to try and 
rush another Pony Rider—a real 
one, and not a fake one teamed up 
with Injuns to steal gold-dust an’ 
valuable dispatches—even though 
the fake, renegade rider has an arm 
shot useless.”

Saffron cursed bitterly, his oaths

interspersed with his whimperings o f 
pain and rage.

“ I calculate you’re a road-agent 
been working with the Injuns,”  Joe 
spoke his reckoning of things. “ I 
figure you saw me or Dave make it 
to our cave, after a ride, and when 
your Injuns missed me, an’ you 
checked an’ saw the mochila was 
gone o ff  th’ dead hoss, you came 
alone to finish me off, but didn’t 
see me behind my rock. So you bed­
ded down to wait for daylight, hav­
ing come in the dark and thinking 
I wasn’t here, maybe. Thinking I 
was dead with my mochila in a 
drift.”

He held it while Saffron dropped 
heavily down on his butt, to lean 
again a wall. The fight was gone 
from the man.

“ Y ’know,” Joe said, his ears cocked 
to what might be sounds outside, be­
yond the bend of the rock, “ you 
know, I used t’ think Mattock and 
them was plumb silly ordering 
changes o’ mail inside stockades, so 
none would get a real close look-see 
at our set-up for carryin’ the mail. 
But it makes sense, now. So you 
thought we carried ‘pouches’ ? Hell, 
man, a mochila—what we carry th’ 
mail and dust in—is a big leather 
blanket that fits right down over th’ 
saddle horn an’ cantle, an’ four box­
es are sewed into this mochila, and 
padlocked: and we neither got the 
padlock-keys, nor can we pass the 
mail without dismounting. Haw! 
Imagine puny lil’ Jake Conway hold- 
in’ a four-box mochila at arm’s- 
length, whilst ridin’ at full gallop! 
That sure gave you away, Saffron!”

Saffron was silent. So was Joe, 
listening to outside. A shot came, 
then a voice. Dave’s voice. “ Joe, boy? 
You there?”

Joe Hawes sighed his relief, and 
sleep started to spread a blanket 
over his dull eyes. “ Sure am, Dave.” 
he raised his reedy-with-weakness 
voice to answer. “ But bring your 
identification with you, friend. A 
man has to be certain, and sometimes 
it is right d ifficu lt ...”

THE END



Judge Colt 
Acquits

by Ctf££ Campbell
Lake Bradley had ridden 
with the Wild Bunch, but 
Lobo Ames was a square- 
shooter, who’d let a man 
quit when he wanted to try 
and go straight• But there 
were others in the renegade 
crew who felt differently, 
and Lake knew he’d find 
both outlaw and lawman 
against him . . .

L O B O  A M E S  a n d  h is  B o r d e r  
r e n e g a d e s , c i r c l e d  a ro u n d  th e  
c a m p f i r e  t h e r e  u n d e r  th e  r im -  

r o c k ’s  e d g e , r e m in d e d  L a k e  B r a d le y  
o f  a  p a c k  o f  h u n g r y  w o lv e s  a ro u n d  
a  d e a d  c a r c a s s .  A n d  o ld  L o b o ,  h im ­
s e l f ,  w h o  w a s  d o in g  th e  t a l k i n g ,  
r e m in d e d  L a k e  o f  a le a n ,  g r a y  t im b e r  
w o l f .

S i t t i n g  o n  a p ie c e  o f  b r o k e n  r o c k ,  
j u s t  o u t s id e  t h e  c i r c l e  o f  f i r e l i g h t ,  
L a k e  B r a d l e y  w a s  p a y in g  l i t t l e  
a t t e n t io n  to  L o b o .  H e  w a s  w a t c h in g ,  
a s  i f  f o r  th e  f i r s t  t im e ,  th e  e v i l ,  
p a s s io n - m a r k e d  f a c e s  o f  h i s  re n e g a d e  
c o m p a n io n s .

“ C o m e  t o m o r r e r  n ig h t ,  f e l l e r s ,  w e  
m a k e  r a id  o n  R o s i t a , ’ ’ L o b o  w a s  
s a y in g .  “ O n t i l  t o m o r r e r ,  w e  r e s t  
u p .”

A t  t h e  w o r d  “ r a id ”  L a k e  s a w  h is  
c o m p a n io n s ’ f a c e s  l i g h t  u p  in  u n h o ly  
a n t i c ip a t io n ,  a n d  a  f e e l in g  o f  r e v u l ­
s io n  s w e p t  t h r o u g h  h im .

“ I t ’s  b e e n  o n e  d a m n  h a r d  r id e  u p  
h e r e  f r o m  D e l  R i o ,  L o b o ,”  s a id  M e x  
M o r a le s .  “ W e  b e t t e r  f in d  r ip e r  
p i c k i n ’s  i n  R o s i t a  t h a n  w e  d id  th e  
l a s ’ r a id  y o u  le a d  u s  o n .”  T h i s  l a s t  
w a s  c l e a r l y  a  t h r e a t .  T h e  m a n ’s  
g l i s t e n in g  b la c k  e y e s  w e r e  f a s t e n e d  
o n  th e  p a le  b lu e  o n e s  o f  L o b o  A m e s .

“ A n ’ a n o t h e r  t h in g ,  m y  f r i e n ’ , ”  p u t  
i n  Q u i t o ,  y o u n g e r  b r o t h e r  o f  M e x .  
“ A n o t h e r  t h in g — w e  a re  a l l  g e t t in g

o u r  b e l l y f u l  o f  t a k in g  c h a n c e s ,  w h i l e  
t h i s  o n e  h e r e — ”  H e  s h r u g g e d  a  
s h o u l d e r  t o w a r d  L a k e  B r a d l e y .  
“ L o b o ,  w h y  y o u  k e e p  h im  s o  verry 
s a f e  in  c a m p ? ”

L a k e  B r a d l e y  c a m e  e a s i l y  to  h is  
f e e t  a n d  m o v e d  t o w a r d  t h e  t w o  
b r o t h e r s .  L a k e ’s  w id e  m o u t h  w a s  s t i l l  
t u r n e d  d o w n  a t  a  c o r n e r  in  a n  h a b i t ­
u a l  c r o o k e d  g r i n ,  b u t  h i s  h a n d s  w e r e  
n e a r  th e  b la c k  b u t t s  o f  t h e  C o l t s  th a t , 
ro d e  lo w  o n  e a c h  h ip .

M e n  h a s t i l y  c le a r e d  a  la n e  b e t w e e n  
B r a d l e y  a n d  th e  t w o  M o r a le s .

“ E a s y ,  s o n ! ”  th e  h a r s h  v o ic e  o f  
L o b o  A m e s  k n i f e d  t h r o u g h  th e  
s u d d e n  q u ie t .  H e  s w e p t  o u t  a  lo n g  
l e f t  a r m  a n d  h e ld  i t  a s  a  b a r  a c r o s s  
L a k e ’s  c h e s t .

“ L i s ’e n  to  m e , M o r a le s . ”  L o b o 's  
v o ic e  w a s  l o w ,  c a lm , b u t  i t  h e ld  a  
m e n a c in g  q u a l i t y — l i k e  t h e  s i b i l a n t  
w h i r r  o f  a  r a t t l e r — t h a t  k e p t  th e  
b r e e d s ’ h a n d s  c le a r  o f  s i x - g u n  b u t t s .  
“ L i s ’e n , I  g o t  a  l o t  to  u n lo a d .”

“ F i r s t ,  L a k e ’s  r i d i n ’ w i t h  u s  to ­
m o r r e r  n ig h t — b u t  i t ’ s b e c a u s e  I  w a n t  
h im  to . N o t  b e c a u s e  y o u  a n ’ Q u i t o  
t h in k  h e ’ d  o r t e r .  S in c e  L a k e  i s  
y o u n g e s t  i n  t h e  g a n g , I  b e e n  u s i n ’ 
h im  to  s c o u t  o u t  t h e  l a y  o f  n e w  
t o w n s ,  b e f o r e  w e  m a d e  r a id .  N o w ,  
t h o u g h , s in c e  t h i s ’s  n e w  c o u n t r y ,  a n ’ 
w e  w o n ’t  b e  h e r e  b u t  a  w e e k ,  i t  a i n ’ t  
m a k in ’ n o  d i f f e r ’ i f  s o m e b o d y  d o e s  
s p o t  ’ im  a s  o n e  o f  u s .  A n d  b e s id e s ,  
s in c e  T o n y  a n ’ W h i t e y  g o t  w ip e d  
o u t ,  w e  n e e d  a n ’ e x t r a  g u n n ie .  S o  
L a k e  i s  r i d i n ’.
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“As for there not bein’ any loot in 
Rosita—well, Rosita lays in the 
middle o f Paloma Valley. The 
Valley’s long an’ narrer, but plenty 
rich. The’s a big dam acrost one end, 
makin’ a ten-mile lake. Rancheros an’ 
squatters got plenty water—an’ make 
plenty money. The Valley National, 
in Rosita, orter be chuck full. So’ll 
the saloons an’ stores be.”

Lobo stepped a little away from 
Lake. The renegade leader’s claw­
like hands dropped near his two .45’s. 
He said then, and his voice held a 
flat, metallic quality:

“ Now, M ex; it’s showdown. You 
been havin’ ideas here lately; ideas 
that you’d orter ramrod this bunch. 
W ell, I ’m givin’ yuh yore chancet. 
Whenever yo’re rea d y ...”

Morales was fast with a six-gun, 
but he wasn’t as fast as Lobo Ames; 
Mex knew that. His unwinking black 
eyes darted to right and left, 
searching the faces of his fellows. He 
knew, though, that they wouldn’t 
help him—not against Lobo’s two 
.45s.

Mex licked dry lips and tried to 
smile. “ You—you got me wrong, 
Lobo. I have no desire to lead the 
boys. It—it just looked like you 
were playing the favorites when you 
wouldn’t let Lake raid. But now, 
since he is—”

“You’re wrong there,” Bradley’s 
smooth, deep voice cut in. “ I ain't 
ridin’ with .the gang—mot never!” 

Even Lobo was surprised. “Why, 
son, yuh—yuh don’t mean—”

“ I'm pulling out, Lobo.” Lake’s 
tone was final. “ Somethin’s been 
wrong with me a long time. I just 
now found what it was: I don’t want 
to be an outlaw. Don’t want to live 
like a hunted c’yote. I aim to find 
me an honest job. .. . I'm leavin’ now. 
Any objections?”

“ You damn right, me I have the 
objection!” It was Mex. “ I have one 
big objection! You’re not ridin’ into 
Rosita an’ telling the Rangers, 
mebbe, about the raid. You’re ridin’

: with us tomorrow. After that—”
| “ I ’m not joinin’ the raid, an’ I ’m 
i leavin’ now,” Lake said almost 
1 pleasantly. “ I f  you’ve got anything 
j else to say—”

W ith a pang o f regret Lake saw 
Mex go for his gun. Lake had hoped 
to leave without bloodshed, but now 
he would have to kill Morales. He 
could do it, he knew; Lobo had 
taught him plenty of six-gun magic. 
Lake’s hard hand slapped his Colt 
butt. He saw that Quito, too, was 
clawing for his revolver.

“ Mex is right fellers! W e ’ re  not 
lettin’ Lake git o ff—mebbe give us 
away to the law!” Whang Doolin 
cried, and several of the others 
growled their a g r e e m e n  t—hands 
traveling gunward.

In another moment, Lake knew he 
would be riddled with bullets. First, 
though, he’d settle with Mex—

“ Hold it—ever’body! I ’m still 
roddin’ this spread of yeller-bellied 
wolves! First man drops hammer’ll 
git salivated—plenty!”

Lake and the others had momen­
tarily forgotten Lobo. Lake jerked 
his head around, saw Lobo with a 
big Colt in each skinny hand. Lobo 
had the whole bunch under a cold 
drop.

“ I ’ll do all the decidin’ around 
here,” the gray leader went on. “ An’ 
I ’m decidin’ that if the kid wants a 
chancet to go straight he gits it. 
Catch up yore bronc, Lake. I ’ll hold 
these rats.”

“ But you—I ain’t lettin’ you stay 
to fight by your—”

“ Git goin’ !’’ Lobo commanded. 
"W on ’t nuthin’ happen to me. I f I 
had yore chancet, I ’d go straight 
too.”

THERE W AS no use arguing.
Lake went to the saddles piled 

on the ground, selected his and 
carried it to where his hammer­
headed gelding was picketed. In a 
few minutes he was riding out of 
camp. Not having any particular 
place to go, he headed for the nearest 
town—Rosita.

He felt strangely light-handed. He 
was happy, too, happier than he’d 
ever been before. He only had one 
regret: he hated to leave old Lobo. 
He wasn’t afraid anything would 
happen to the old outlaw. The men 
would cool down soon, all of them 
except the Morales brothers. And
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they didn’t have the nerve to jump 
Lobo.

But Lobo Ames, outlaw that he 
was, had been a father to Lake. Years 
ago, Lobo Ames and Charlie Brad­
ley had been friends... Little by 
little, Lake had wormed the whole 
story out of Lobo. . . .

Young Charlie Bradley was sheriff 
o f Magnolia County, and Lobo Ames 
was his deputy. The two young 
friends were proud of their jobs, 
were efficient officers—too efficient. 
They gained the enmity o f big Jard 
Briscoe, crooked politician. Calamity 
soon followed.

Briscoe framed Charlie Bradley. 
The politician got one o f his friends, 
Mark Denning, elected tax-assessor. 
Denning stole some of the county’s 
money, and he and Briscoe made it 
look as if the sheriff were guilty. 
The evidence was so damning that 
Bradley was sentenced to ten years 
at Huntsville.

Lobo Ames helped the sheriff in 
a jailbreak. Then, hot-headed, Charlie 
Bradley killed Mark Denning and 
Jard Briscoe. The young sheriff 
waited only to get his two-year-old 
boy, his wife having died when the 
baby was born. Then, with a posse 
snapping at their heels, Charlie 
Bradley, his baby in his arms, and 
Lobo Ames fled.

The life of the long-rider was the 
only thing open to the friends. Down 
in Mexico Charlie Bradley found an 
old Mexican woman willing, for a 
price, to care for the baby. Then he 
and Lobo Ames took the Owlhoot 
trail. For twelve years they stuck 
together—until a lawman’s bullet 
downed Charlie B radley.. . .

Young Lake Bradley, jogging on 
toward Rosita, sighed. Lobo Ames 
had been like a father. He was a 
killer now, a renegade, a thief—but 
he was still a man, old Lobo was. He 
had stuck to Lake’s father, through 
powder smoke and hail o f lead. Now 
he was sticking by Lake. . . .  Maybe 
some day, Lake thought, he could 
repay the debt owing to Lobo. . . .  
Some day, when he was making an 
honest living, he could settle up. . . .

But it wasn’t so easy to get a job. 
Lake Bradley soon found that out.

All day long he hung around Rosita, 
around the saloons where cattlemen 
congregated. But in answer to his 
question, "Need a top hand, mister?” 
he always got disappointing replies— 
a shake o f the head, a curt "no” or 
a rude “ Ain’t needin’ a gun hand, 
feller.”

For, although Lake wasn’t aware of 
it, he bore the unmistakable marks 
of a gunman: his twin, snubbed-down 
Colts, his never-still gray eyes, even 
the alert, catlike way he moved about 
—these and other things branded 
him for what he was.

By sundown Lake was hungry and 
discouraged. He could have got 
money from Lobo, before he had 
left camp, but he had preferred not 
to. Now, he was broke and hungry.

Lake was standing in front o f the 
Almeda Bar when Lobo and his 
renegades swooped down on the 
town. He saw the knot o f fast-riding 
men come onto one end o f Rosita’s 
only street. Being familiar with the 
outlaw band’s procedure, he quickly 
glanced up the other end of the 
street. There came the rest o f the 
gang.

“ Raid!” somebody shouted. Men 
ran for cover o f the adobe buildings. 
Six-guns started yammering. For a 
moment Lake stood u n d e c i d e d .  
“ Come up here, feller! Yuh’ll be shot 
to doll rags!” a voice called. Lake 
glanced upward, saw several men on 
top the flat, earthen roof o f the 
saloon. Lake ran inside the building. 
In a back room he found a ladder 
leading upward. He climbed it and 
came out on the roof.

A BOUT A dozen men, all armed 
with rifles, were lying flat 

behind the parapet like wall that ran 
along the front o f the roof. Every 
few feet in the wall there was a 
square opening. Through these the 
men were raining lead on the raiders. 
Cautiously peering over the edge of 
the wall, Lake saw that the roofs of 
the other buildings were likewise 
occupied. Evidently this wasn’t the 
first time Rosita had been raided.

From down below came Lobo’s 
shrill command “ Le’s drag, fellers! 
They was all set for us!”
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“ That damn rat, Bradley, he told 
them!” growled the silky voice of 
Mex Morales.

Horses clattered down the street. 
The renegades gave a final volley 
with six-guns. In answer, from the 
roof tops, came a withering rifle 
fire. Again Lake Bradley peeked over 
the parapet. Just below he saw Quito 
Morales reel in the saddle, clutch his 
middle with both hands and slide 
limply to the ground.

Up at the far end o f the street 
Lobo and the men left to him were 
fast gaining the edge o f town. 
Suddenly, though, the renegades spun 
their horses and dashed back. Lake 
soon saw why. They had met a 
large body of mounted men, men who 
fed steel to their horses and gave 
chase to the renegades.

“ Sheriff’s posse,” Lake thought. 
“ Badge glinting on the big geezer’s 
vest.” Suddenly Lake gasped. A lone 
horseman had ridden around the 
corner o f the bank, had come out into 
the street directly in front of the 
fast-riding raiders. .. . And the new­
comer, slim of figure and with 
tumbled hair that looked red in the 
long rays of the sun, was a girl.

Already the outlaws were throwing 
lead at her. She reined in her mount 
directly in their path, pulled out a 
little revolver and started popping 
away at the renegades.

“ My God, Miss Stacey, git back!” 
yelled a man .on the roof of the 
saloon. “ Git outa the way! Yuh’ll be 
killed!”

And Lake Bradley knew that the 
man spoke the truth; Lake knew the 
renegades. Some of them wouldn’t 
hesitate about killing a girl.

Now only seventy-five yards, or 
thereabouts, separated the valiant 
girl and the renegades. Something 
had to be done right away, or the 
girl was doomed.

Then Lake remembered his horse. 
It was tied to a rail back of the 
saloon. Lake ran to the back of the 
roof. No time now for being careful. 
Without hesitation he jumped, struck 
the ground hard, and twisted an 
ankle. He hobbled to the rail. He 
didn’t take time to saddle, but 
jumped on the animal barebacked.

The renegades were right upon the 
girl when Lake slogged around the 
corner of the saloon. The girl had 
backed her horse from the middle of 
the street, but she was still shooting 
at the outlaws. The raiders had 
slowed up. Some of them were firing 
at the girl, but most o f them were 
pouring lead back at the sheriff’s 
posse. Up above, the men on the 
roofs were rapidly thinning the 
outlaw ranks.

Lake saw apelike Whang Doolin 
pull his horse to a rearing halt. 
Grinning evilly Doolin took careful 
aim at the girl. Lake didn’t have time 
to stop his horse and take a good 
aim; he flipped up his right-hand 
Colt and snapped two shots at 
Doolin. A slug caught the outlaw in 
the shoulder, jerked him around, and 
caused him to drop his six-gun. But 
he whipped his other A5 from its 
holster and banged away at the fast 
moving Lake Bradley.

Lake had reached the girl now. 
He doubted his ability to lift her 
over to his own horse, and so he did 
the next best thing. He reached over 
and slapped her horse on the rump. 
But the animal was already fright­
ened. It leaped into the air, sunfished 
—and the girl thudded to the ground, 
lay still.

Cursing himself, Lake leaped 
from his horse. As he stooped and 
hoisted the girl up in his arms, it 
seemed as if a sledge hammer had 
fallen on his head. He knew, though, 
that a slug had creased him. Fight­
ing to hold his reeling senses, he 
staggered with the girl around the 
corner of the bank.

The renegades came dashing by. 
Mex Morales saw Lake, emptied his 
six-gun at him. Then the raiders were 
gone—and Lake felt blood running 
down his chest from a hole under the 
collar-bone.

Gently he laid his light burden 
down. Rocking slightly he stood 
looking down at the girl. "Pretty as 
a picture,” he muttered, "but not for 
a renegade.” Then the ground leaped 
up to meet him. . .

W HEN Lake Bradley came to he 
was lying between clean white
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s h e e t s  o n  t h e  s o f t e s t  b e d  h e  h a d  e v e r  
b e e n  in .  H e  t h o u g h t  p e r h a p s  h e  w a s  
d r e a m in g .  A n d  w h e n  h e  t u r n e d  h i s  
h e a d  a n d  s a w  t h e  g o ld e n - h a i r e d ,  
b lu e - e y e d  v i s i o n  t h a t  w a s  s i t t i n g  
b e s id e  t h e  b e d , h e  k n e w  h e  w a s —  
u n t i l  s h e  s p o k e .

“ O h ,”  s h e  c r i e d ,  s e e in g  h i s  e y e s  
o p e n , “ I ’m  so  g la d  i T h e  d o c t o r  s a id  
y o u 'd  b e  a l l  r i g h t ,  b u t  I  w a s  a f r a i d — ”

L a k e  t r ie d  to  g r i n .  “ I 'm  in  f in e  
s h a p e ,”  h e  a s s u r e d  h e r ,  “ M i s s — u h — ”

“ G r a y s o n ,”  s h e  s u p p l i e d .  “ M y  
f r i e n d s  c a l l  m e  S t a c y . ”  S h e  lo o k e d  
q u e s t io n in g ly  a t  h im .

“ I  g o  b y  B r a d l e y , ”  h e  t o ld  h e r .  
“ L a k e .  B r a d l e y . ”  T o o  la t e  i t  c a m e  to  
h im  t h a t  m a y b e  h e  s h o u ld  h a v e  g iv e n  
a n o t h e r  n a m e . M e x  M o r a le s  h a d  
g r o w le d  th e  n a m e  “ L a k e  B r a d l e y ”  
lo u d  e n o u g h  f o r  m a n y  m e n  to  h e a r .

“ I  w a n t  to  t h a n k  y o u ,  M r .  B r a d l e y ,  
f o r — ”

“ S h u c k s , "  h e  g r o w le d .  “ Y o u ’ d 
o u g h t a  b e  s p a n k e d . T h e m  r a id e r s  
w o u ld  o f  k i l l e d  y o u  s u r e . ”

“ I  c o u ld n ' t  h e lp  i t , ”  s h e  s a id  
m e e k ly .  “ Y o u  s e e , I  h a d  a  b r o t h e r  
o n c e — a b o u t  y o u r  a g e . H e  w a s  k i l l e d  
w h e n  so m e  b a n d it s  r a id e d  h e r e  o n c e  
b e fo r e . W h e n  I  s a w  th o s e — th o s e  
r u f ! i n s  y e s t e r d a y ,  I  w e n t  k in d  o f  
c r a z y ,  I  g u e s s . B u t  d o n ’t  s c o ld  m e —  
d a d  b d o n ?  e n o u g h  o f  t h a t .  H e  
w a n t s  to  t h a n k  y o u ,  to o . H e  s a w  th e  
w h o le  t h in g .  H e 's  s h e r i f f  h e r e , y o u  
k n o w .”

A  t a l l  b f t t  s l i g h t l y  s to o p e d  m a n , 
w i t h  h e a v y ,  i r o n - g r ^ y  h a i r  a n d  
t w i n k l i n g  b lu e  e y e s  s e t  in  a  w e a t h e r ­
b e a te n  f a c e ,  c a m e  in t o  th e  ro o m . A s  
h e  m o v e d  t o w a r d  th e  b e d , L a k e  n o te d  
th e  s t a r  o n  h i s  v e s t ,

“ H u l l o ,  y u h  y o u n g  g a m e  c o c k , ”  th e  
s h e r i f f  g r e e t e d . “ Y u h  a in ’ t  l e t t i n ’ a 
c o u p la  s lu g s  g i t  y u h  d o w n , a re  y u h ? ”  
H e  s m i le d .

L a k e  g r in n e d  b a c k .  H e  f e l t  h im s e l f  
l i k i n g  t h i s  g r i z z le d  o ld - t im e r .  “ J u s t  
r e s t in ’ u p , s h e r i f f .  B e  g o o d  a s  n e w  
b y  t o m o r r o w . ’ ’

" I  w a s  s c o u t in ’ a lo n g  th e  r i v e r  
y e s t e r d a y , ”  th e  s h e r i f f  t o ld  L a k e .  
“ H e a r d  Lo b o  A m e s  a n d  h is  g a n g  h a d  
d r i f t e d  in t o  B i g  B e n d  c o u n t r y ,  a n ’ 
b la m e d  i f  L o b o  d id n ’ t  p i c k  th e  t im e  
I  w a s  o u t  l o o k in ’ f o r  h im , to  r a id

R o s i t a .  I  g o t  b a c k  in  t im e  to  m a k e  
’ im  p a y ,  t h o u g h !”

“ H o w  m a n y  m e n  k i l l e d ? ”  L a k e  
w a n t e d  to  k n o w .

“ I  l o s t  J e f f  P a r s o n s ,  M y  d e p p i t y .  
W e  k i l l e d  s i x  o f  L o b o ’s  s k u n k s . . . .  
T h a t  r e m in d s  m e , s o n ;  I  h e a r  y o u ’ v e  
b e e n  a s k in ’ a r o u n d  t o w n  f o r  a  jo b . 
W i t h  J e f f  g o n e , I ’m  n e e d in ’ a  n e w  
d e p i t t y — n e e d in ’ o n e  b a d , w i t h  L o b o  
a n ’ h i s  c r e w  s k u l k i n ’ a r o u n d . H o w  
'b o u t  i t ,  s o n — w a n t  t h e  jo b ?  I  s e e n  
y e s t e r d a y  y u h  h a d  n e r v e  a n ' c o u ld  
s h o re  h a n d le  a  s i x . ”

“ S h e r i f f , ”  L a k e  s a id  f e r v e n t l y ,  
“ y o u ’v e  g o t  a  d e p u t y .”  T h e n  h e  g o t  
to  t h in k in g .  M a y b e  h e  o u g h t  to  t e l l  
t h e  s h e r i f f  a b o u t  h im s e l f ,  a b o u t  t h e  
d a y s  w i t h  th e  g a n g . S h e r i f f  G r a y s o n  
w a s  a g o o d  m a n . “ O n e  t h in g  I  o u g h t a  
t e l l  y o u ,  t h o u g h ,”  L a k e  c o m m e n c e d . 
“ I ’v e  ro d e  w i t h  a  w i l d  b u n c h .  I ’ v e — ”

“ Y o ’r e  to o  p u n y  n o w  to  s t a r t  
c o n f e s s in ’ y o r e  c r im e s , ”  G r a y s o n  
s a id ,  l a u g h in g .  “ W a i t ’ l l  y u h  g i t  
p e r t e r . ”  H e  h e a d e d  f o r  t h e  d o o r ,  b u t  
c a l l e d :  “ M a k e  S t a c y  w a i t  o n  y o u .  S h e  
s w o r e  s h e  w o u ld n ’ t ,  i f  y u h  s t a r v e d  to  
d e a t h — y o u  s l a p p in ’ h e r  c r i t t e r ’s  
r u m p , t h a t a w a y ,  a n d  g i t t i n ’ ’ e r  
t h ’o w e d .”

L a k e  lo o k e d  a t  S t a c y ,  s a w  s h e  w a s  
b lu s h in g .  H e  g r in n e d .

D e s p i t e  h e r  t h r e a t ,  t h o u g h , s h e  d id  
w a i t  o n  h im — a n d  s e e m e d  t o  l i k e  i t .  
S h e  h e ld  a m i r r o r  w h i l e  h e  s h a v e d , 
b r o u g h t  a l l  h i s  f o o d , r e a d  to  h im . 
T h e  t h r e e  d a y s  L a k e  s p e n t  i n  b e d  
w e r e  th e  h a p p ie s t  o f  h i s  l i f e .  H e  w a s  
a lm o s t  s o r r y  w h e n  h e  w a s  a b le  to  b e  
u p  a n d  a r o u n d . H e  s p e n t  t w o  m o re  
d a y s  w a l k in g  a r o u n d  th e  h o u s e  a n d  
s i t t i n g  o n  th e  p o r c h  s w in g  t a l k i n g  to  
S t a c y .

SN  S O M E  w a y s  t h e  f i v e  d a y s  L a k e  
s p e n t  in  t h e  G r a y s o n ’s  h o m e  

s e e m e d  l i k e  a  d re a m . H e  c o n t i n u a l l y  
h a d  a f e e l i n g  t h a t  h e  w a s  g o in g  to  
w a k e  u p  a n d  f in d  h im s e l f  b a c k  in  
th e  r e n e g a d e  c a m p . S u c h  h a p p in e s s ,  
s u c h  p e a c e  a n d  c o n t e n t m e n t  c o u ld n ’ t  
be f o r  L a k e  B r a d l e y ,  a  g u n m a n  b o r n .

L a k e  f e l t  s t r o n g  e n o u g h  o n e  
m o r n in g  to  w a l k  d o w n  to  t h e  j a i l ,  
w h e r e  S h e r i f f  G r a y s o n  h a d  a  l i t t l e  
o f f i c e .  A s  h e  s t a r t e d  t h r o u g h  a  d o o r ­
w a y  o f  th e  j a i l ,  a m a n  c a m e  h u r r y i n g  
o u t ,  n e a r l y  k n o c k e d  L a k e  d o w n .
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“ W h e r e  i n  h e l l  y u h  t h i n k  y o u ’r e  
g o in g ,  m y  f r i e n ’ ? ”  t h e  f e l lo w  
g r o w le d ,  i n  to n e s  s o m e h o w  s i l k y .  
“ S o ! — i t ’s  y o u ,  e h ? ’ ’

“ F u n n y ,  M e x ,  y o u  c o r n in ’ f r o m  th e  
s h e r ’ f f ’ s  o f f i c e , ”  L a k e  s a id  p le a s a n t l y .

M e x  M o r a le s ’ b la c k  e y e s  n a r ­
r o w e d . “ I  m ig h t  a s k  y o u  a  q u e s t io n ,  
to o , e h ?  W h a t  b u s in e s s  y o u  g o t  w i t h  
t h e  s h e r i f f ,  h u h ? ”

“ A  h e l l  o f  a  l o t  m o r e  t h a n  y o u .  
I f  y o u  w a n t  to  k n o w ,  I ’m  S h e r i f f  
G r a y s o n ’s  d e p u t y ,”  L a k e  s a id  s h o r t l y ,  
a n d  p u s h e d  p a s t  t h e  b re e d  a n d  o n  
in t o  t h e  j a i l .

W i t h  S h e r i f f  G r a y s o n ’s  f i r s t  w o r d s ,  
L a k e  k n e w  w h y  M o r a le s  h a d  b e e n  to  
se e  t h e  o f f i c e r .

“ I  j u s t  h a d  s o m e  n e w s ,  L a k e , ”  
G r a y s o n  g re e t e d  h im .  “ L o b o  A m e s  
a n ’ h i s  w o lv e s  a r e  r a i d i n ’ P i n t o  
t o n ig h t .  I t ’s  a  l i t t l e  t o w n  o n  t h e  
e d g e  o f  th e  V a l l e y .  T h e r e ’ s  a  
c o m p a n y  o f  R a n g e r s  c a m p e d  a b o u t  
t e n  m i l e s  d o w n  t h e  R i o  I ’m  g o in ’ 
a f t e r  ’e m . L o b o ’ l l  g i t  a  w a r m  
r e c e p t io n  w h e n  h e  r id e s  in t o  P in t o . ' '

“ Y ’s u r e  y o u r  i n f o r m a t  i  o  n ’s  
s t r a ig h t ? ”  L a k e  a s k e d .  “ T h i s  m ig h t  
b e  a  t r i c k  to  g e t  y o u  o u t  o f  t o w n . 
M a y b e  L o b o  a im s  to  t r y  R o s i t a  
a g a in .”

“ I  t h o u g h t  o f  t h a t , ”  t h e  s h e r i f f  
a d m it t e d .  “ B u t  m y  i n f o r m a t io n  c a m e  
p r e t t y  s t r a ig h t .  A n y w a y ,  I ’v e  w a r n e d  
m e n  h e re  to  b e  r e a d y  f o r  a  r a id .  
I ’m  l e a v in ’ y o u  to  t a k e  c h a r g e  i f  
a n y t h in g  b r e a k s . ”

L a k e  B r a d l e y  w a lk e d  o u t  o f  th e  
s h e r i f f ’s  o f f i c e  w i t h  a  g id d y ,  e m p t y  
f e e l i n g  d e e p  in s id e  h im . A l t h o u g h  h e  
h a d n ’ t  a d m it t e d  i t  to  h im s e l f ,  h e  h a d  
a l r e a d y  b e e n  m a k in g  v a g u e  p la n s .  
W i t h  h i s  d e p u t y  jo b , h e  h a d  t o ld  
h im s e l f ,  h e  c o u ld  b e  a  r e s p e c t a b le  
c i t i z e n .  G r a y s o n  w a s  o l d ;  m a y b e , i n  
t im e ,  L a k e  w o u ld  b e  s h e r i f f .  M a y b e  
h e  a n d  S t a c y —

B u t  t h a t  w a s  a l l  o v e r  n o w . L a k e  
d id n ’ t  e v e n  d e b a te  t h e  m a t t e r .  H e  
k n e w  w h a t  h e  m u s t  d o . H e  m u s t  w a r n  
L o b o  a n d  t h e  o t h e r s ,  t h e y  w h o  h a d  
b e e n  h i s  c o m p a n io n s . H e  c o u ld n ’ t  l e t  
th e m  r id e  in t o  t h e  R a n g e r  t r a p .  H e  
w o u ld  w a i t ,  t h o u g h , t i l l  t h e  s h e r i f f  
g o t  b a c k .  M a y b e  t h e  R a n g e r s  h a d  l e f t  
t h e  c o u n t r y . . . .

I t  w a s  j u s t  b e f o r e  d a r k  w h e n  
S h e r i f f  G r a y s o n  c a m e  r i d in g  b a c k .  H e  
f o u n d  L a k e  a t  t h e  o f f i c e  i n  t h e  j a i l .

“ I ’v e  s h o re  g o t  a  t r a p  s e t  f o r  o l ’ 
L o b o !”  t h e  s h e r i f f  c h o r t e d .  “ H e  w o n ’t  
e v e n  g i t  to  P i n t o !  H e ’ l l  f i g g e r  o n  
r i d i n ’ t h r o u g h  B u l l h i d e  P a s s ;  t h a t ’s  
t h e  o n l y  w a y  f r o m  t h e  r i v e r  to  P in t o .  
W e l l ,  h e ’ l l  r id e  in t o  t h e  P a s s ,  a l l  
r i g h t ,  b u t  h im  n o r  n a r y  m a n ’ l l  r id e  
o u t .  R a n g e r s ’ l l  b e  l in e d  t h i c k e r ’n  
f l e a s  o n  a  d o g ’s  b a c k  i n  t h e m  b la c k ­
j a c k s  a lo n g s id e  t h e  P a s s . ”  T h e  s h e r i f f  
s t o p p e d  a n d  lo o k e d  k e e n ly  a t  h i s  n e w  
d e p u t y .  “ W h a t ’s  w r o n g ,  s o n ?  Y o u ’ re  
p a le  a s  a  g h o s t .”

" I — d o n ’t  f e e l  w e l l , ”  L a k e  m u t t e r e d .  
“ B e l i e v e  I ’l l  g o  l i e  d o w n  a w h i l e . ”

W h e n  L a k e  g o t  to  th e  h o u s e , 
t h o u g h , h e  d id n ’ t  l i e  d o w n . H e  
c a u g h t  u p  h i s  g e ld in g ,  s a d d le d  i t ,  
t h e n  w e n t  in t o  t h e  h o u s e . B u c k l i n g  
o n  h i s  t w o  C o l t s  h e  c a m e  o u t  o f  h i s  
r o o m , r a n  in t o  S t a c y .

Im m e d ia t e ly  s h e  s e e m e d  to  s e n s e  
s o m e t h in g  w r o n g .  “ W h y ,  L a k e ,  
w h e r e  a r e  y o u  g o in g ?  Y o u — y o u  
m u s t n ’ t  o v e r d o  t h in g s .  Y o u ’ r e  n o t  
w e l l . ”

“ I — t e l l  y o u r  f a t h e r  I  c a n ’ t  t a k e  
th e  d e p u t y  jo b . ”  L a k e ’s  v o ic e  w a s  
f l a t ,  d e a d . “ I ’v e  b e e n  c a l le d  o u t  o f  
t o w n .”

“ Y o u ’ r e  g o in g  b a c k  to  t h e  b a n d i t s , ”  
s h e  a lm o s t  so b b e d . “ O h ,  L a k e ,  I — I  
t h o u g h t — ”

“ S o  y o u  k n e w ,”  h e  s a id .  " I  w a n t e d  
to  k e e p  i t  f r o m  y o u .  I  t h o u g h t — b u t  
i t  d o e s n ’ t  m a k e  a n y  d i f f e r e n c e  n o w .”

" D a d  k n o w s ,  t o o ,”  s h e  t o ld  h im . 
“ S o m e  m a n  t o ld  h im  t h i s  m o r n in g  
to  w a t c h  o u t  f o r  y o u .  B u t  d a d  s a id  
i t  d id n ’ t  m a k e  a n y  d i f f e r e n c e  i f  y o u  
h a d  b e e n  o n e  o f  L o b o  A m e s ’ g a n g . 
H e  s a id  h e  b e l ie v e d  in  y o u  a n d  w a s  
g o in g  to  g iv e  y o u  a  c h a n c e . A n d  
n o w — ”  S h e  c h o k e d  a n d  s t o p p e d , b u t  
L a k e  k n e w  w h a t  s h e  h a d  in t e n d e d  
s a y in g .

A l l  t h i s  o n l y  m a d e  i t  h a r d e r  f o r  
L a k e .  S h e r i f f  G r a y s o n  h a d  c o n f i ­
d e n c e  in  h im ,  w a s  w i l l i n g  to  g iv e  h im  
a  c h a n c e . A n d  n o w  h e  h a d  to  le t  
t h e  s h e r i f f  d o w n . H e  h a d  to  l e t  S t a c y  
d o w n . . . .  A n d  h e  h a d  to  h u r r y .  I t  
w a s  g e t t in g  d a r k .

" G o o d - b y ,  S t a c y , ”  h e  s a id  g r u f f l y .  
" I ’ l l  b e  s e e in ’ y o u  s o m e t im e s ,  m a y b e .”
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W h e e l i n g ,  h e  r a n  f r o m  th e  h o u s e  a n d  
le a p e d  o n to  h i s  h o r s e .

IT  W A S  n e a r l y  d a r k ,  w o u ld  b e  in  
a  f e w  m in u t e s ,  a n d  i t  w a s  a b o u t  

f i v e  m i l e s  to  t h e  o u t l a w  c a m p . L a k e  
p u s h e d  t h e  g e ld in g  h a r d .  S h o r t l y  
a f t e r  d a r k  h e  ro d e  in t o  th e  o u t la w  
c a m p  t h e r e  b y  t h e  R i o  G r a n d e .  A l l  
th e  w a y  f r o m  R o s i t a  L a k e  h a d  b e e n  
t h in k in g .  H e  w a s n 't  s o r r y  t h a t  h e  
h a d  to  g iv e  u p  h i s  c h a n c e  f o r  h a p p i ­
n e s s .  H e  o w e d  a  d e b t  to  L o b o ,  a n d  
t h i s  w a s  h i s  c h a n c e  to  r e p a y  th e  o ld  
r e n e g a d e .

I t  w a s  a  f e w  m in u t e s  a f t e r  d a r k ,  
b u t  L a k e  h a d n 't  t h o u g h t  th e  r a id e r s  
w o u ld  b e  g o n e . H o w e v e r ,  t h e  c a m p  
lo o k e d  d e s e r t e d .  O n l y  o n e  t h in g  to  
d o  n o w :  t r y  to  o v e r t a k e  t h e  r e n e ­
g a d e s .

T h e n  L a k e  h e a r d  a  lo w  m o a n  o v e r  
t o  h i s  l e f t .  S o o n  h e  lo c a t e d  th e  
s o u n d . I t  w a s  c o m in g  f r o m  b e h in d  
s o m e  s c r u b  m e s q u i t e s .  H e  f o u n d  o ld  
T o d  H e n n ig a n ,  b a d ly  w o u n d e d , h id  
i n  t h e  t h i c k e t .

“ W h e r e ’s  L o b o  a n d  t h e  r e s t ? ”  L a k e  
d e m a n d e d . H e  s a w  t h a t  o ld  T o d  h a d  
b e e n  l e f t  to  d ie ,  w a s  g o in g  f a s t .  
“ W h o  s h o t  y o u ? ”

O ld  T o d ’s  a n s w e r  w a s  so  lo w  t h a t  
L a k e  h a d  to  b e n d  c lo s e  to  h e a r  i t .  
“ H e l l ’s  b e e n  p o p p in ’ h e r e ,  L a k e .  
M e x  a n d  L o b o  c a m e  t o g e t h e r .  I  h e a r d  
M e x  p lo t t i n ’ w i t h  s o m e  o f  h i s  
h o m b re s  to  m a k e  a  p r i v a t e  r a id  o n  
P in t o .  M e x  c a u g h t  m e  l i s t e n i n ’ a n ’ 
s h o t  m e . L o b o  w a s  g a in ’  to  k i l l  M e x ,  
t h e n ,  b u t  d e c id e d  h e ’d  w a i t  t i l l  a f t e r  
th e  r a id .  F i v e  o f  t h e  g a n g ’s  s id in '  
t h e  b re e d . M e x  t o ld  L o b o  h e  a n ’ h i s  
m e n  w o u ld n ’ t  h e ’p  o n  t h e  P in t o  r a id ,  
b u t  t h e y ’d  w a i t  r ig h t  h e r e  a n ’ s e t t le  
t h in g s  w h e n  L o b o  a n ’ t h e  b o y s  g o t  
b a c k .”

“ T h e n  w h e r e ’d  M e x  a n ’ h i s  
s k u n k s  g o ? ”  L a k e  d e m a n d e d . “ L o b o  
o u g h t  o f  k n o w n  M e x  w o u ld n ' t  w a i t  
h e r e . ”

“ M e x  t o o k  h i s  h o m b re s  u p  to  th e  
d a rn ,”  o ld  T o d  g a s p e d . “ M e x  h a s  b e e n  
l i k e  a  c r a z y  m a n  e v e r  s in c e  th e  
R o s i t a  r a id ,  w h e n  Q u i t o  g o t  h i s s e l f  
k i l t .  H e  d o n ’ t  k n o w  w h o  d r i l l e d  
Q u i t o  so  h e  s a id  h e  w a s  w i p i n ’ o u t  
t h e  w h o le  u h  P a lo m a  V a l l e y .  H e  t o o k  
d y n a m it e  w i t h  ’ im .”

F o r  a  m o m e n t  L a k e  w a s  s t u n n e d  
b y  t h e  n e w s .  T h e n  h e  c a m e  t o  l i f e .  
“ H e ’s  g o in ’ to  b lo w  u p  t h e  d a m !  
T h i s  n a r r o w  v a l l e y ’ l l  b e  a  r a g in ’ 
f l o o d ! . . . H o w  lo n g 's  h e  b e e n  g o « e , 
T o d ?  Q u i c k ! ”

“  ’B o u t  t w e n t y  m in u t e s .  H e — ”
B u t  L a k e  d id n ’ t  w a i t  f o r  f u r t h e r  

a n d  f e d  i t  s t e e l .  T h e n  i t  c a m e  b a c k  
p a r t i c u l a r s .  H e  s w u n g  o n to  h i s  h o r s e  
to  h im  w h y  h e  h a d  c o m e  to  t h e  o u t ­
l a w  c a m p . O ld  L o b o  w a s  r i d i n g  in t o  
a  d e a th  t r a p ,  o ld  L o b o  w h o  h a d  b e e n  
l i k e  a  f a t h e r  to  h im ,  w h o  h a d  t r i e d  to  
g iv e  h im  th e  c h a n c e  to  g o  s t r a ig h t .

F o r  a n  i n s t a n t ,  in  h i s  m in d  L a k e  
w a s  u n d e c id e d .  H e  h a d  c o m e  to  p a y  
L o b o  a  d e b t . N o w  h e  w a s  l e t t i n g  h i s  
o ld  f r i e n d  r id e  to  c e r t a in  d e a t h . . . .  
B u t  S t a c y ,  s h e  w o u ld  b e  i n  t h e  p a t l t  
o f  th e  r a g in g  w a t e r .  S o  w o u ld  
h u n d r e d s  o f  h o n e s t ,  in n o c e n t  p e o p le  
-—m o t h e r s ,  b a b ie s ,  h e lp le s s  o ld  p e o p le . 
L i v e s  o f  h u n d r e d s  s u c h  a s  t h o s e  w e r e  
s t a k e d  a g a in s t  t h e  l i v e s  o f  s e v e n  o r  
e ig h t  r e n e g a d e s . W h a t  w a s  i t  o ld  
L o b o  h a d  s a id  o n c e ?  “ I  a in ’ t  g o t  
n o t h in ’ to  l i v e  f o r ,  s o n !  n o  f r i e n d s ,  
n o  k in ,  n o  n o t h in ’ . M e b b e  i f  I  d id — ”

L a k e  u r g e d  h i s  m o u n t  a h e a d  
f a s t e r .  B y  t h e  t im e  th e  d a m  lo o m e d  
u p  a h e a d , g h o s t l y  g r a y  in  t h e  b r ig h t  
m o o n l ig h t ,  th e  g e ld in g  w a s  l a b o r in g  
f o r  b r e a t h .  L a k e  w a s  w o n d e r in g  
w h e r e  M e x  a n d  h i s  m e n  w e r e  w h e n ,  
a t  th e  b a s e  o f  t h e  d a m , a  m a t c h  
f l a r e d .

" T h e y ’ re  l i g h t i n ’ th e  f u s e ! ”  L a k e  
g a s p e d . N o  t im e  n o w  to  e a se  u p  o n  
th e  r e n e g a d e s . H e  s p u r r e d  th e  
g e ld in g  f o r w a r d .  T h e  g a l la n t  a n im a l  
le a p e d  a h e a d , c a m e  to  t h e  e d g e  o f  
th e  d r y  r i v e r  b a n k .  S i t t i n g  b a c k  o n  
i t s  h a u n c h e s ,  t h e  g e ld in g  s l i d  d o w n  
th e  b a n k . R e l i e v e d ,  L a k e  s a w  th e  
m a t c h  g o  o u t .  H e  k n e w  t h e  f u s e  h a d  
n o t  b e e n  l i t ;  h e  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  
a b le  to  se e  t h e  f u s e  b u r n in g .

F r o m  t h e  d a r k  s h a d o w  a t  t h e  b a s e  
o f  th e  d a m  c a m e  la n c e s  o f  o r a n g e  
f la m e . A s  L a k e  le a p e d  t o  th e  g r o u n d , 
b u l le t s  z ip p e d  p a s t  h i s  e a r s ,  tu g g e d  
a t  h i s  c lo t h e s .  H e  w a s ,  h e  k n e w ,  
p l a i n l y  o u t l in e d  in  t h e  m o o n l ig h t ,  
w h i l e  h i s  o p p o n e n t s  w e r e  c o m p le t e ly  
h id d e n  i n  s h a d o w .

U n t i l  n o w , L a k e  h a d  n o t  t h o u g h t  
o f  th e  o d d s  a g a in s t  h im . H e  h a d  h e ld
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one thought close in his mind: he 
had to save the dam. Now, though, 
he realized he had a slim chance of 
besting Mex and his men. They were 
six to one. . . .  He clenched his teeth, 
darted for the cover o f some boul­
ders. He had to save the dam!

As Lake dived headfirst into the 
nest of boulders, a slug ripped across 
his side. Others smashed against the 
rock, splattered him with lead. Then 
he was inside the covert of the 
boulders. Cautiously he looked over 
the top of his natural fortress. 
Resting a Colt on the rock, he fired 
at the flashes of the renegades' guns.

“Maybe somebody’ll hear us," he 
thought. “Maybe help will come. I’ll 
try to hold ’em off.’’

THEN, UNDER the base of the 
dam, another match flared. The 

renegades were making a second 
attempt to light the fuse. When it 
was lit, Lake knew, the outlaws 
would scamper up the steep bank of 
the dry river. There, high up on the 
bank, they would be safe when the 
dam went out. But the people down 
in Paloma Valley, they would drown 
like trapped rats.

Lake scrambled out o f his covert, 
started walking steadily toward the 
renegades, toward the burning match. 
He knew he’d probably be killed, that 
then the dam would go, but he had 
to take chances.

The six-guns jumped and bellowed 
in his hands. A howl o f pain told 
him he’d hit one jasper. Then he 
saw a shower of sparks, thought he 
heard a hissing noise. The fuse had 
caught! Throwing caution to the 
wind, he started running forward. 
Something smashed through his side, 
knocked him down. He pulled up to 
his hands and knees, crawled a few 
feet, then stopped, dizzy and fighting 
to keep conscious.

Dimly he heard the renegades 
scrambling up the steep bank. Then 
he heard somebody running behind 
him. Weakly he raised his Colt, 
aimed at the dim figure coming 
toward him.

“ Hold ’em, Lake!” the figure 
croaked. “The artillery is cornin’.” 

“ L obo!” Lake sighed. “ Good o f  
Lobo!”

The rest was like a dream to 
Lake, a nightmare. Somehow he 
staggered to his feet and got to the 
dam. He yanked on a fuse, remem­
bered later o f seeing a whole case of 
dynamite in one o f the gates o f the 
dam.

Then the renegades were streaming 
back down the steep bank. Horsemen 
that had appeared from somewhere 
on the bank above were raining lead 
at the outlaws. Lobo’s Colts were 
bellowing in Lake’s ears. Without 
consciously willing it, Lake started 
firing at Mex and his men who were 
coming toward him.

After that, all Lake remembered 
was the acrid smell of gunsmoke, the 
roar of six-shooters, the cries of 
wounded men. Then suddenly all was 
quiet, and men were crowding around 
him.

“ Somebody give ’im a drink o f 
whiskey!” a husky voice commanded, 
and Lake dimly knew that Sheriff 
Grayson was speaking. “ He’s not 
hit bad. Hurry, yuh monkeys—git 
goin’ after them two that got away! 
They’ll head for the Rio!

A flask was held to Lake’s lips and 
he took a long pull. In a minute he 
felt stronger. He wondered how he 
came to be lying on the ground. He 
heard men riding away. Then Sheriff 
Grayson was bending over him.

“ W here’s Lobo?” Lake demanded. 
“ He—”

“ Here, son,” Lobo growled. “ I ' 
couldn’t run. That Morales, or one 
o f his hombres, busted my leg. Now 
I ’ll finish my days in the pen. Damn 
shame I couldn’t of been kilt.”

“ You boys done a—a man-sized 
job here to-night.” The old sheriff’s 
voice was very husky. “ Hadn’t been 
for you, the whole uh Paloma 
Valley’d o f been wiped out. My 
darter Stacy—” His voice broke.

“ Shucks, Sher’ff, it wasn’t nothin’ ” 
Lake said. “ Me an’ Lobo, we always 
did hate Mex.”

The sheriff said, “ How come, Lobo, 
yuh didn’t ride to Pinto? I reckon 
yore men’s wiped out.”

“ Mex Morales promised to wait 
for me in camp,” Lobo answered. 
“ Him an’ me was goin’ to shoot it 
out. Halfway nearly to Pinto, I got
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to thinkin’ that mebbe Morales was 
fixin’ to pull somethin’. I left the 
boys go on by theirselves, an’ I went 
back to camp. Old Tod there told me 
Mex had gone to blow up the dam. 
I thought I ’d better foller im an’ git 
even for his lyin’ to m e ....W e ll, 
Sher’ff, le’s git on to’rds jail.”

<•» W AIL, H E LL!” the old sheriff 
WP snorted. “ When you two 

faced that gang o f killers, when yuh 
saved Paloma Valley—you was bein’ 
tried by Judge Colt, hisself. An’ the 
judge issued yuh unconditional 
pardons. An now, Lobo, I got a 
proposition for yuh. That’s why I 
sent the boys away. The’ wasn’t none 
uh those bandits got away. I jus’ 
wanted to talk with you private.

“ I hear tell, Lobo, you was oncet

a A -l deppity. I ’m needin’ one of 
them critters. I was kinda figgerin’ 
to use Lake, here, but a job ’s a mite 
dangerous for a married man. An’ 
from the way my darter Stacy was 
a-rantin’ an’ a-beggin’ for me to go 
find Lake, I know she’s aimin’ to 
run the brand uh matrimony plumb 
acrost his hide. After the weddin’ 
I ’m figgerin’ to make Lake ramrod 
o f a little rancho I got in the upper 
end of Paloma.

“ W ell, what about it,*Lobo?”
“ What about i t !” old Lobo 

breathed. “ Lord, Sher’ff, I been 
honin’ for a honest job ever since 
I hit the Owlhoot trail. An’ now I 
got somethin’ to live for, Mebbe 
Lake’s little shavers’ll call me gran’- 
paw!”

THE END
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DIGGER JOHN and
th« PYGMY

by A. A. Baker
(a u th o r  o f “ D ig g e r Jo h n ’s F lu m e ” )

*Fer year a Digger John’s been playin’ his practical jokes on 
Gold Bun. Now he’s the butt-end of one hisself . . .  wait until he 
finds he’s been sent out on a wild-goose chase fer a treasure 

that never existed!”

R E D H E A D E D  p ig m y  In -
H  d ia n ,  c la m b e r e d  a to p  a  s m o o th  

J®®- q u a r t z  o u t c r o p p in g  o n  th e  
p e a k  o f  C o ld  S p r i n g  m o u n t a in .  H e  
h u n k e r e d  d o w n  u n t i l  h i s  k n e e s  
s p r e a d  a lm o s t  p a r a l l e l  to  h i s  s p la y e d  
f e e t ;  h i s  m o u t h  w a s  o p e n  s u c k in g  in  
g r e e d y  b r e a t h s .  T h e  s h a r p  p o in t e d  
t e e t h  g l i t t e r e d  t h r o u g h  h i s  l i g h t  r e d  
w h i s k e r s  a n d  th e  d e e p  b lu e  o f  h i s  
e y e s  f l i c k e r e d  a s  h e  s t u d ie d  th e  t e r ­
r a in .

T h e  h ig h  S ie r r a s  s m o k e d  f r o m  a 
f o r e s t  f i r e  d e e p  w i t h i n  t h e i r  u n ­
c h a r t e d  d e p t h s  a n d  t h e  h o t  s u n  
s n a k e d  t h r o u g h  th e  t a l l  t r e e s  a n d  
a d d e d  i t ’s  f u r n a c e  b la s t  to  t h e  t o r ­
t u r e d  la n d .

J u s t  b e lo w , r e s t e d  t h e  m o u n t a in  
t o w n  o f  G o ld  R u n ,  s u r r o u n d e d  b y  
t h e  r a w ,  r e d  h y d r a u l i c  d ig g in g s .  T h e  
r e s e r v o i r s  o n  th e  h ig h  b i l l s  w e r e  d r y  
a n d  c a k e d  w i t h  r e d  m u d . T h e  w a t e r  
w a s  g o n e  a n d  t h e  p ip e s  w o u ld  r u s t  
u n t i l  th e  f a l l  s t o r m s  s w i r l e d  i n  a n d  
d r a in e d  t h e  h e a t  f r o m  t h e  i r o n  a n d  
b l i s t e r in g  r o c k s  a n d  g r a v e l .

G o ld  R u n  s a t  a m id  t h i s  s u p e r - h e a t ­
e d  s p le n d o r  l i k e  a  b la c k  s im m e r in g  
b e a n  p o t , w i t h  a h e a v y  l i d .  I n s id e  
Dredger Dan’s H otel and Saloon, th e  
s im m e r in g  w a s  r a p id l y  b r e a k in g  in t o  
a  b o i l  t h a t  g a v e  e v e r y  i n d i c a t io n  o f  
b lo w in g  th e  l i d  o f f .

F i n n  C r o w d y  h a d  t h e  f lo o r  a n d  
h i s  b ro g u e  t h ic k e n e d  w i t h  a n g e r  a n d  
D r e d g e r ’s  u n c u t  r e d e y e .  “ T i s  s a id  
t h a t  th e  I r i s h ,  w i t h  t h e i r  t a le s  o f  th e  
l i t t l e  p e o p le  t h a t  r o a m  t h e  b ro a d

g r e e n  f i e ld s  o f  t h e  E m e r a l d  I s l e ,  a r c  
t h e  b la m e d e s t  l i a r s  i n  t h e  w o r ld ,  b u t  
D i g g e r . . .  ! ”  F i n n  p la c e d  h i s  b a c k  to  
t h e  b a r ,  f r e e d  h i s  b o w ie  k n i f e  f r o m  
t h e  h o ld in g  b u c k s k in  lo o p  a n d  
g r o w le d  t h i c k l y ,  “ D ig g e r  J o h n  i s  
th e  b ig g e s t  l i a r  i n  t h e  e n t i r e  s t a t e  
o f  C a l i f o r n i a ! ”

“ T h a t ' s  q u i t e  a  b r a g ,”  s a id  t h e  b ig  
m in e r  in  th e  b a r r e l  c h a i r ,  w i t h  o m i­
n o u s  c a lm . “ C a l i f o r n i a ’s  a  b ig  p la c e . 
C o r n in ’ f r o m  a n  I r i s h m a n ,  t h e t  m e a n s  
y e w  w a n t  to  f i g h t  a n ’,  i f ’n  y e w  w a n t  
to  f i g h t ,  t h e n  I ’ l l  b e  a  d a n g e d - b lu e -  
b e l l ie d - a p e  i f ’n  I  a in ’ t  g o in ’ to  o b l ig e  
y e w !”

A  h u s h  a s  d e e p  a s  a  m a r b le  to m b  
s e t t le d  i n  t h e  b a r r o o m . M in e r s  e d g e d  
b a c k  a g a in s t  t h e  w a l l ,  g a m b le r s  m e ­
t h o d i c a l l y  b e g a n  s t a c k in g  t h e i r  
c h ip s ,  a n d  t h e  s w a m p e r  to e d  t h e  b r a s s  
g a b o o n s  f r o m  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  
ro o m . T h e  b r e e z e , g e n t l y  s w in g in g  
t h e  b a t w in g s ,  m in g le d  w i t h  th e  s h u f ­
f l e  o f  f e e t  a s  a l l  e y e s  t u r n e d  a n d  
w a t c h e d  D ig g e r  J o h n  r i s e  s l o w l y  
f r o m  h i s  c h a i r .

D r e d g e r  D a n  m o v e d  s w i f t l y .  H e  
s n a t c h e d  t h e  p o l is h e d ,  d o u b le - b a r ­
r e le d  s h o t g u n  f r o m  i t s  p e g  a n d  
t u r n e d ,  w i t h  h a m m e r s  c o c k e d .  
“ T h e y ’s  b in  t h r e e  f i g h t s  t o o .  . . ”  b u t  
th e  w o r d s  d ie d  in  h i s  t h r o a t  a s  D i g ­
g e r  s n a t c h e d  th e  g u n  a n d , w i t h  a n  
e a s y  s w e e p , s l i d  i t  a c r o s s  t h e  s a w ­
d u s t  f lo o r  a n d  u n d e r  t h e  b a t w in g s ,  
n o t  s lo w in g  in  h i s  c a lm  a d v a n c e  t o ­
w a r d  F i n n  C r o w d y .

“ F i n n ,  m y  I r i s h  l a d , ”  D ig g e r ’s
56



Digger John held the ii+tle man up by the hair. "Anybody oughter know that yew
can't swim with thet much gold aroun' your middle!"

words were soft, but carried the 
challenge of a fighting man, “kin 
yew back up them words? Kin yew 
say thet I'm a lyin’ man an’ prove it, 
or are yew invitin’ an early death 
’cause yew’re tired of livin’ in this 
fine land of gold? Are y e w ... ?” 

“That I can prove, without troub­
le !” shouted Finn. “ But I've no 
mind to do so now; I ’ve a mind to

carve four hundred dollars out of 
your onery hide, for the sale of a 
horse!” the Irishman snatched a 
bar towel from a metal hoop and 
wrapped it slowly around his left 
forearm. He held the two-edged 
bowie, point forward, and watched 
Digger’s measured advance. The big 
miner moved deliberately and Finn 
stared tensely. There was death

57
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c lo s e  e n o u g h  to  s t i f l e  th e  a i r  o f  th e  
s a lo o n ; t h e  h e a v y  b r e a t h in g  o f  th e  
m e n  c o u ld  b e  h e a r d  a b o v e  th e  s o l ­
e m n  t r e a d  o f  l o g g e r ’s  b o o ts .

O B O D Y  n o t ic e d  t h e  r e d  h e a d , 
w i t h  i t s  g r i n n in g ,  p o in t e d  

t e e t h ,  p e e r in g  u n d e r  t h e  b a t w in g s .  
T h e  s m a l l  f i g u r e  p u r s e d  h i s  t h i c k  
m u s t a c h e d  l i p s  a n d  o u t  c l i c k e d  t h e  
d re a d e d  r a t t l e  o r  a  f ig h t in g ,  s t r i k i n g  
r a t t le s n a k e .  T h e  c a s t e n e t  o f  d e a t h  
s h o c k e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  te n s e  m e n  a n d  
s e e m e d  to  r i c o c h e t  o f f  t h e  s m o k e  
c o lo r e d  w a l l s .

F i n n  ju m p e d  in  t e r r o r  a n d , q u ic k  
a s  th e  f l a r e  o f  a  s t i c k  m a t c h ,  D i g ­
g e r  w a s  o n  h im !  T h e  b o w ie  s la s h e d  
a c r o s s  t h e  b u c k s k in  o f  D ig g e r ’s  s h i r t  
b u t  h e  ig n o r e d  t h e  k n i f e  a n d  g o t  a 
s t r o n g  h o ld  o n  th e  t o w e le d  a r m , 
th e n  p u l le d  s h a r p ly .  F i n n ’s  a r m  
c r e a k e d  a n d  h e  lo s t  h i s  b a la n c e  in  a  
w i l d  d a n c e  s t e p  a s  h e  s m a s h e d  fa c e  
o n , a g a in s t  th e  r o u g h  b o a rd  w a l l .  
D ig g e r  k e p t  h i s  h o ld  o n  th e  t o w e l  
a n d , w i t h  a  q u ic k  s w i r l ,  s n u g g le d  
t h e  c lo t h  a ro u n d  F i n n ’s  s t r a in in g  
n e c k .  W i t h  h i s  f r e e  h a n d , D ig g e r  
s la p p e d  th e  s t r u g g l i n g  m a n  w i t h  h i s  
b ig  h a t .  A s  F i n n  lo s t  h i s  b r e a t h ,  h e  
lo s t  h i s  k n i f e  a n d  D ig g e r  d e f t l y  
k ic k e d  h is  o p p o n e n t ’ s  a n k le  u n t i l  
e v e r y  m a n  i n  t h e  b a r  c o u ld  h e a r  th e  
b o n e  c r a c k .

“ N a o w , t h e t ’s  d o n e . . .  ”  g r o w le d  
th e  p a n t in g  m in e r  a s  h e  b e n t  a n d  
r e t r ie v e d  F i n n ’ s  k n i f e ,  . . .  ‘ l e t ’ s  f i n d  
t h e t  r a t t l e r .  M u s t  b e  a b ig  o n e ! ”

T h e  p ig m y  h a d  s l ip p e d  in s id e  th e  
b a r ro o m . H e  lo o s e d  a n o t h e r  r a t t l e r  
b u z z  t h a t  s e e m e d  to  c o m e  f r o m  b e ­
n e a t h  D ig g e r ’s  f e e t  a n d  th e  b ig  m a n  
ju m p e d  h a l f w a y  o n to  t h e  b a r  a n d  
g la r e d  a r o u n d  t h e  d im  ro o m  u n t i l  
h i s  e y e s  l i t ,  a c c u s in g l y  u p o n  th e  l i t ­
t l e  I n d i a n ’s  r e d  h e a d .

“ I t ’ s  a  r e d  h e a d e d  r a t t l e s n a k e ! ”  
s h o u t e d  D ig g e r ,  a s  h e  r e a c h e d  o u t  a 
h a n d  th e  s i z e  o f  a  f r y i n g  p a n  a n d  
g ra s p e d  th e  g r i n n in g  In d i a n  b y  h ie  
b u s h y  h a i r .  “ W h a t ’s  th e  id e a ?  
W h e r e  in  h a d e s ’ b lu e  b r im s t o n e  d id  
y e w  c o m e  f r o m ? ”

“ B o - m a r ,  B o t n a r ! ”  w a s  th e  la u g h ­
in g  a n s w e r .  T h e  r o u n d  eyes t w in ­
k le d  as h e  l e t  h i s  gaze jump from 
the g r o a n in g  F i n n  Crowdy to Dig­

g e r ’s f a c e .  “ G o t  t o - b a c c y ? ”  H e  
p u r s e d  h i s  l i p s ,  a n d  o n c e  a g a in  t h e  
r a t t l e  o f  th e  s n a k e  c h a t t e r e d  f o r t h .

D ig g e r  lo o s e d  t h e  m a s s  o f  h a i r  
a n d  g r in n e d  i n  a p p r e c ia t io n  a s  h e  
d u g  in t o  a  p o c k e t  a n d  h e ld  f o r t h  a  
t w i s t  o f  to b a c c o . “ T h e t ’s  a  h a n d y  
t r i c k  to  h a v e ,  B o m a r .  S u r e  s a v e d  m y  
b a c o n  w h e n  F i n n  w a s  r e a d y  to  c u t  
m y  g iz z a r d  o u t ! ”  H e  p a t t e d  t h e  l i t ­
t l e  m a n  o n  t h e  h e a d  a n d  t h e  p ig m y  
d u g  in t o  a b u c k s k in  b a g  a n d  e x ­
t r a c t e d  a s o i le d  p ie c e  o f  p a p e r .

D ig g e r  t o o k  t h e  n o te  a n d  s t a r e d  
a t  t h e  w o r d s .  H i s  l i p s  p u c k e r e d  a n d  
h e  g r u n t e d .  S h e e p i s h ly ,  h e  h a n d e d  
th e  n o te  to  S l im  D e a k in s ,  w h o  h a d  
s t a r t e d  to  r e s t a c k  h i s  c h ip s  o n  th e  
r o u le t t e  t a b le .  “ R e a d  h e r  f o r  m e , 
S l i m ;  t h e  l i g h t ’s  b a d  h e r e  a n ’ I ’m  a  
l i t t l e  o u t ’a  p r a c t i c e . ”

G a m b le r  S l i m  D e a k in s  s t u d ie d  th e  
n o te , th e n  s o le m n ly  r e a d  i t  a lo u d ;

This wili introduce Bomar. 
The last o f his race. H e ’s an 
honest to injun, pigm y injun. 
H e ’s been hanging around Hang- 
town for several w eeks, trying  
to find som eone to go find Tsa- 
wahabitts’ burial grounds and 
bring back the tons o f gold that 
were buried with him. There’s  
nobody so well qualified to find 
such a  grave as D igger John 
and therefore the M iner’s Court 
o f Hangtown has directed him 
to Gold Run, the hom e o f this 
great Prevaricator! W e  don’t 
care if  he ever finds Gold Run, 
or D igger John, but, if ’n he  e v e r  
returns to Hangtown, it will be 
our pleasure to add another 
hanging to our record!

B R E D G E R  D A N  w a s  th e  f i r s t  t c  
f i n d  w o r d s .  “ N a o w  t h e n ,  y e w  

se e  w h a t  k i n d ’a  r e p u t a t io n  y e w ’ r e  
g e t t in ’ G o ld  R u n !  A  f i g h t i n ’ , l y i n ’ , 
n o - g o o d  p o c k e t  h u n t e r  i s n ’ t  so  b a d , 
b u t  n a o w  t h e y ’s  s e n d in ’ in  a l l  th e  
m i s f i t s !  G u e s s  t h e y  f ig g e r  i f ’n  w e ’ l l  
l e t  D ig g e r  l i v e  h e r e ,  w e ’ l l  p u t  u p  
w i t h  a n y t h in ’ ;  e v e n  r a t t le s n a k e  I n ­
j u n s  ! ”

B o m a r  h a p p i l y  s c r a t c h e d  h i s  b e l l y  
a n d  g r in n e d  u n d e r a t a n d in g ly .  H i e  
j a g g e d  t e e t h  h is s e d  o u t  w o r d s .  “ T s a -  
wahabittc have much gold! Buried
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i n  d e s e r t .  B o m a r  t a k e  D ig g e r  J o h n  
to  g o ld !  L i k e  t h i s . . .  s e e ? ”  H i s  
c la w e d  f in g e r s  ru b b e d  h is  m id d le .

T h e  m in e r s  m u t t e r e d  a n d  c r o w d ­
ed a ro u n d . C i r c l i n g  th e  p ig m y ’ s 
w a i s t  w a s  a  b e l t  o f  g o ld !  F o u r  i n c h ­
es w id e ,  a n d  h a l f  a n  in c h  t h i c k ;  i t  
f i t  so  s n u g  V  il : c o u ld  n e i t h e r  g o  
o v e r  h is  h e a d  n o r  d o w n  th e  n a r r o w  
h ip s .

B o m a r  j ig g le d  g l e e f u l l y  a t  t h e i r  
in t e r e s t .  “ A l l  g o ld ,”  h e  s a id ,  “ B o m a r  
h a v e  b e l t  m a n y ,  m a n y  y e a r s .  G r o w  
t i g h t . ”

D ig g e r  J o h n  s p a t  r e f l e c t i v e l y  a n d  
e y e d  D r e d g e r  D a n .  " T h e m  w o r d s  
a b o u t  l y i n ’ , I 'm  g o n n a  o v e r lo o k .  . .  
f o r  th e  p r e s e n t !  B u t ,  t h i s  l i t t l e  f e l ­
le r  in t e r e s t s  m e . A n y o n e  w i t h  t h e t  
m u c h  g o ld , e n o u g h  to  m a k e  a  b e l t  
o u t ’a , i s  w o r t h  t a l k i n ’ to . T s a w a h a -  
b i t t s .  I  h e a rd  o f ,  a n ’ h e  w a s  a g ia n t  
th e t  l i k e d  to  e a t  I n j u n s .  T h e t  f e l l a  
c o u ld  s t e p  a c r o s s  th e  S a c r a m e n t o  
R i v e r .  H e  u s e d  to  r u n  lo o s e  in  N e ­
v a d a  c o u n t r y ,  u p  b y  th e  b o r d e r  o f  
Id a h o .  T h e m  I n d i a n s  n e v e r  g o  
’ r o u n d  h i s  o ld  s t a m p in ’ g r o u n d s  
’c a u s e  h e  u s e d  to  c a t c h  h u n t in ’ p a r ­
t ie s  a n ’ s t u f f  ’e m  in  a b a s k e t  h e  c a r ­
r ie d  o n  h is  b a c k !  T h i s  b e l t , ”  h e  
p o in t e d  a  s p la y e d  th u m b  a t  B o m a r ,  
“ i s  p r o b a b ly  a  r i n g  o f f ’n  T s a w a h a -  
b i t f s ’ f i n g e r ! ”

T h e  l i t t l e  I n d i a n  f o l lo w e d  th e  
s p e e c h  o f  D ig g e r  w i t h  q u ic k ,  s m i l ­
in g  n o d s , th e n  r e p e a t e d , “ Y o u  c o m e , 
D ig g e r  J o h n .  B o m a r  t a k e  y o u  to  
T s a w a h a b i t t s ’ g r a v e p la c e .  M u c h  g o ld  
t h e r e ! ”

W h i l e  D ig g e r  s t a r e d  in  d o u b t , 
S l i m  D e a k in s  s p o k e . " T h i s  f e l lo w .  
B o m a r ,  m u s t  b e lo n g  to  t h a t  t r ib e  o f  
P ig m ie s  w h o  l i v e d  in  N e v a d a . T h e  
s t o r y  g o e s , t h a t  y e a r s  a g o  th e  P iu t e s  
g o t  t i r e d  o f  th e s e  l i t t l e  I n d i a n s  
g a n g in g  u p  o n  h u n t in g  p a r t ie s  a n d  
c a r r y i n g  th e m  o f f .  S e e m s  th e s e  p ig ­
m y  r e d h e a d s  w o u ld  k id n a p  th e  I n ­
d ia n s  a n d  f i n a l l y ,  th e  P iu t e s  g a v e  
w a r n in g  t h a t  t h e y ’d w ip e  th e m  o u t . 
T h e  p ig m ie s  w e r e  d r i v e n  in t o  a b ig  
c a v e , o u t  in  th e  d e s e r t ,  a n d  th e  
P iu t e s  p i le d  b r u s h  a n d  m e s q u it  
a ro u n d  th e  o p e n in g  oi th e  c a v e  a n d  
b u r n t  a lm o s t  e v e r y  p ig m y  in s id e .  A  
f e w  g o t  a w a y ,  a n d  s e t  u p  in  Id a h o  
c o u n t r y  a n d  B o m a r  h e r e  m u s t  be  
o n e  o f  t h o s e .”  H e  e y e d  B o m a r

s t e r n l y .  “ T h e y ’ r e  k n o w n  to  b e  d e v i l ­
i s h  c r i t t e r s .  T o u g h ,  s t u b b o r n  a n d  
f u l l  o f  t r i c k s .  S o m e w h a t  l i k e  th e  l i t ­
t le  p e o p le  t h a t  th e  I r i s h  a r e  a lw a y s  
t e l l i n g  a b o u t ! ”

A s  S l im  m o v e d  b a c k  h i s  c h a i r ,  th e  
s c r e e t c h  o f  a n  i n j u r e d  d o g  f i l l e d  th e  
b a r . S l i m ,  t h in k in g  h e ’ d  la n d e d  o n  a  
s le e p in g  d o g ’ s  t a i l ,  l o s t  h i s  b a la n c e  
a n d  c r a s h e d  to  th e  f lo o r .  H e  s t a r e d  
a t  th e  l i t t l e  m a n , a n d  r o s e  s h e e p is h ­
l y .  T h e  t w i n k l e  o f  B o t n a r ’s  e y e s  h e ld  
d o w n  S l i m ’s  t e m p e r  a n d  s l o w l y ,  h e  
p u t  a w a y  h is  D e r r in g e r .

“ B o m a r ,  y o u  g o t  y o r e s e l f  a  p a rd -  
n e r ! ”  D ig g e r  t o o k  th e  p ig m y ’ s  a r m  
a n d  le d  h im  o v e r  t o w a r d  t h e  d o o r . 
“ W e ’ l l  f i n d  u p  a  g r u b s t a k e ;  I  g o t  
p le n t y  b u r r o ’s ’ n  f i t t i n ’s ,  b u t  w e l l  
n e e d  so m e  fo o d , a n ’ m a y b e  so m e  
p o w d e r ,  o r  d id  t h e m  H a n g t o w n  p e o ­
p le  a g r e e  to  f i x  t h e t  t o o ? ”

“ I f ’n  y e w ’ l l  g e t  o u t ’a  t h i s  c o u n ­
t r y , ”  s h o u t e d  D r e d g e r  D a n  u n e x ­
p e c t e d ly ,  “I ’ll g r u b s t a k e  y e w !  I ' l l  
g e t  y e w  e n o u g h  s t a k e  to  s e n d  y e w  a s  
f a r  a s  C h in a  a n ’ m a y b e  o n  t h r o u g h  
to  H a d e s !  G o  o n  b y  th e  w a r e h o u s e  
a n ’ t e l l  th e  m a n a g e r  to  g iv e  y e w  
w h a t  y e w  n e e d . A n ’ ” , D r e d g e r  h a l f  
s c r e a m e d , “ b y  a l l  t h e t ’s  h o l y ,  g e t  
e n o u g h  to  l a s t  a y e a r ,  ’ c a u s e  i f ’n  
y e w ’ re  g o in ’ , g o  f o r  a  lo n g  t im e !  
W e  n e e d  so m e  r e s t  ’n  p e a c e  ’ r o u n d  
h e r e ! ”

A  lo o k  o f  g e n u in e  a m a z e m e n t  
c ro s s e d  D ig g e r ’s  f a c e .  “ A i n ’ t y e w  
l e t t i n ’ y o r e  t e m p e r  g e t  a w a y  f r o m  
y e w ,  D r e d g e r ?  M o s t  t im e s  y e w ’ l l  
l e t  a m a n  h a v e  a  s a c k  o f  b e a n s  o n ly  
i f ' n  h e  g u a r a n t e e s  to  b r i n g  b a c k  a  
s a c k  o f  d u s t  t h e t ’s  b ig g e r ’ n  th e  s a c k  
o f  b e a n s !  H o w - s o m e - e v e r ,”  h e  a d d e d
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h a s t i l y ,  “ I ’ l l  j u s t  t a k e  t h e t  g r u b s t a k e  
a n ’ b r in g  y e w  b a c k  o n e  o f  T s a w a h a -  
b i t t s ’ a r m  b r a c e le t s .  I f ’n  h e  w a s  a s  
b ig  a s  t h e y  s a y ,  a  b r a c e le t  s h o u ld  b e  
b ig  e n o u g h  to  s h o e  a  w a g o n  w h e e l ! ”  
H e  t u r n e d ,  “ C o m e  o n , B o m a r .  L e t ’s 
g e t  u s  t h e t  s t a k e  ’ f o r e  D r e d g e r  
r e a l i z e s  w h a t  h e ’s  o f f e r e d . ”

$  ^

TH E  F O L L O W I N G  m o r n in g ,  th e  
c i t i z e n s  g a t h e r e d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  

d a w n  to  w a t c h  D ig g e r  a n d  B o m a r  
t r u d g e  d o w n  M a in  S t r e e t .  T h e  J e n ­
n ie s  w e r e  h e a v i l y  la d e n  a n d  t h e i r  
p a c k s  r o l le d  w i t h  e a c h  r h y t h m ic  s t e p . 
B o m a r  s k ip p e d  in  a n d  o u t  o f  th e  
c r o w d  a n d  t h e  s q u e a l  o f  c a t s  a n d  th e  
c l a t t e r  o f  f a l l i n g  r o c k s  h a d  t h e  c i t i ­
z e n s  s k i t t i s h  u n t i l  t h e y  c a u g h t  o n  
a n d  c u r s e d  s h e e p is h ly  a t  t h e  l i t t l e  
I n d i a n .  W i t h  a  w a v e  a n d  a  s h o u t ,  
D ig g e r  a n d  h i s  J e n n ie s  d is a p p e a r e d  
t o w a r d  t h e  D o n n e r  S u m m it ,  B o m a r  
h o p p in g  h a p p i l y  i n  h i s  w a k e .

B a c k  i n  D r e d g e r ’s  s a lo o n , t h e  m e n  
g a t h e r e d  f o r  a  d r i n k  a n d  w e r e  s u r ­
p r i s e d  to  h e a r  D r e d g e r  s h o u t ,  
" D r i n k s  o n  th e  h o u s e !  T h i s  i s  c a u s e  
f o r  a  c e le b r a t io n .  F o r  o n c e  I ’v e  
fo o le d  t h e t  t r ip le - b la s t e d  p o c k e t  
h u n t e r !  H e ’s  w i l d  g o o se  c h a s in ’ t h i s  
t im e .  W i l d  G o o s e  J o h n ’ l l  b e  h i s  
n a m e  w h e n  h e  g e t s  b a c k  to  G o ld  
R u n ! ”

“ W h a t ’ d  y o u  m e a n , D r e d g e r ? ”  
S l i m  a s k e d .

“ T h e y  n e v e r  w a s  a  T s a w a h a b i t t s ;  
h e ’s  j e s t  a  P iu t e '  l e g e n d !  L i k e  P a u l  
B u n y a n .  I  f i x e d  i t  u p  t h a t  B o m a r  
c a m e , I  e v e n  w r i t  t h e t  l e t t e r  h e  h a d , 
f r o m  th e  H a n g t o w n  V i g i l a n t e  C o m ­
m i t t e e ! ”  H i s  o w n  c u n n in g  o v e r c a m e  
h im  a n d  D r e d g e r  b u r ie d  h i s  f a c e  in  
h i s  a r m s  a n d  h o w le d  w i t h  g le e . F i ­
n a l l y  h e  r a i s e d  a  m i r t h  w e t  f a c e  a n d  
g a s p e d , “ D ig g e r .  . .D i g g e r ’ s  b e e n  
p u l l i n ’ t r i c k s  o n  u s  f o r  y e a r s  a n ’ . . .  
a n ’ h e  f i n a l l y  f e l l  f o r  o n e  h i s s e l f ! ”  
H e  w a s  o f f  o n  a n o t h e r  g a le  o f  
l a u g h t e r .

D r e d g e r ’s  h a p p in e s s  w a s  s o  g r e a t ,  
t h a t  t h e  m e n  g r u n t e d  i n  a p p r e c ia ­
t io n ,  f o r  h e  w a s  r i g h t ;  D ig g e r  n e e d ­
e d  so m e  t a k in g  d o w n . E v e r y  m a n  in  
th e  b a r  c o u ld  r e m e m b e r  so m e  t r i c k  
t h e  b ig  m in e r  h a d  p u l le d  a n d  t h e  
t o w n  o f  G o ld  Run l i v e d  on a f i r e d

p o w d e r  k e g  w h e n  D ig g e r  w a s  i n  
t o w n .

T h e y  r e c a l le d  D ig g e r ’s  l a t e s t  
jo k e — o n e  t h a t  h a d  b lo w n  o u t  O a t h e s  
r e s e r v o i r  a n d  f lo o d e d  M a in  s t r e e t .  
H e  h a d  a r r a n g e d  a  s h o o t in g  c o n t e s t  
a n d  b u r ie d  a  k e g  o f  b la c k  p o w d e r  
b e h in d  t h e  t a r g e t .  T h e  t a r g e t  h a d  
b e e n  s e t  a g a in s t  t h e  w a l l  o f  t h e  
r e s e r v o i r ;  t h e  f i r s t  s h o t  h a d  h i t  th e  
b u l ls - e y e ,  a n d  t h e  b la c k  p o w d e r  e x ­
p lo s io n  b r o u g h t  d o w n  t h e  w a l l  a n d  
h a l f  d r o w n e d  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s .  T h e n  
t h e r e  w a s  t h e  t im e  h e  b r o u g h t  h o m e  
t h e  p e t  s k u n k s  a n d  t h e  t im e  h e  u n ­
d e r m in e d  D r e d g e r ’s  w a r e h o u s e  to  
g e t  o u t  a p o c k e t .  T h e y  r e m e m b e r e d  
th e  t im e  h e ’d  b u r ie d  t h e  h iv e  o f  b e e s  
a t  t h e  f o u r t h  o f  J u l y  p i c n i c .  B u r i e d  
i t  a t  th e  f o o t  o f  th e  w h i s k e y  b a r r e l  
a n d  th e  f i r s t  m a n  to  k i c k  th e  lo o s e  
e a r t h  a s id e ,  f r e e d  t h e  b e e s  i n  a  w h i r l ­
i n g  f u r y ,  a n d  n o b o d y  c o u ld  g e t  n e a r  
t h e  w h i s k e y  f o r  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  a f ­
t e r n o o n . T h e  m e n  i n  t h e  b a r ro o m  
c h u c k le d ,  a n d  a g r e e d  t h a t  i f  D ig g e r  
w a s  c a u g h t  o n  a  w i ld - g o o s e  c h a s e  
t h a t  w o u ld  le a d  h im  o n  a  f r u i t l e s s  
t r e k  o v e r  h a l f  o f  N e v a d a ,  t h e n  n o  
o n e  d e s e r v e d  i t  m o r e . T h e y  d r a n k  
D r e d g e r ’s  w h i s k e y  a n d  w a i t e d  h a p ­
p i l y  f o r  t h e  d a y  o f  h i s  r e t u r n ,  to  
r u b  th e  s a l t  o f  r i d i c u l e  i n t o  h is  
a c h in g  t r a i lw o r n  f e e t .

*  *  *

FO U R  D A Y S  o u t ,  a n d  D ig g e r ’s  
b u r r o  c a r a v a n  t r u d g e d  a lo n g  th e  

h ig h  w a l l  o f  t h e  T r u c k e e  R i v e r .  
T h e y  h a d  c r o s s e d  th e  s u m m it  a n d  
t h e  lo n g  c a n y o n  o f  t h e  T r u c k e e  w a s  
w in d in g  o u t  a n d  in t o  t h e  d e s e r t  
la n d s  o f  N e v a d a .

D ig g e r  lo o k e d  l i k e  h e ’ d  b e e n  o n  
t h e  t r a i l  f o r  w e e k s ,  a n d  f e l t  l i k e  h e  
w a s  t r a v e l in g  w i t h  S t .  N i c k  h im s e l f .  
T h e  b u r r o s  w e r e  a s  s k i t t i s h  a s  j a c k -  
r a b b it s  a n d  t h e  t i n g l e  o f  t h e i r  b e l l s  
ja n g le d  in  t h e  d e a d , h o t  a i r .  T h e  
n ig h t s  b e h in d  th e m  w e r e  f i l l e d  w i t h  
t h e  s c r e e t c h  o f  w i l d c a t s ;  th e  t h u d ­
d in g  p a d s  o f  f i g h t i n g  g r i z z l i e s ;  th e  
s e a r in g  c r i e s  o f  h u n g r y  w o lv e s — a n d  
o n e  n ig h t ,  t h e  w h o le  s t r i n g  h a d  
s t a m p e d e d  a t  t h e  v i b r a t in g ,  r o a r in g ,  
t o o t  o f  a  r iv e r b o a t  s t e a m  w h i s t l e !

U ig g e r  w a s  so c lo s e  to  m u r d e r  
t h a t  h e  h a d  t h r o w n  h i s  a m m u n i t io n  
a w a y  to k e e p  f r o m  k i l l i n g  t h e  v e r -
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satile Bomar. The little bearded 
wildman was skipping ahead of the 
burro train and Digger watched him 
in dreadful expectancy. There was a 
roar and the burros nervously 
wheeled and scattered; circling, they 
charged on Digger. He held his 
ground and the little animals clus­
tered around him and stared ahead 
at Bomar. Digger grunted. “ He’s got 
yew fellas a wreck too, eh?”  The 
burros huddled tightly around the 
miner and their big eyes begged him 
to do something about their tormen­
tor.

Digger strode ahead and his voice 
was mild as he spoke. “ Bomar, we 
camp here. Yew’ve been givin’ the 
burros the willies again with those 
noises of yores’. They’re so scared 
they look under every rock ’fore 
they’ll put a foot down. W e’ll camp 
an’ take us a bath; after we get out 
in thet danged desert, they'll be lit­
tle enough water to drink, let alone 
wash in, so now we’ll take us a Dig­
ger John bath. Dive in with all yore 
clothes on and get them washed at 
the same time. Never heard of it, 
I ’ll betcha?” He looked at the grin­
ning Indian and snorted, “ Hell, yew 
probably never heard of a bath! It’s 
a good thing I brought the lye soap; 
it’ll be just the thing to get us 
clean!”

“ Sure, Bomar take bath!” He 
rushed toward the stream, plunged 
into the cold mountain water, and 
sank like a rock!

Digger charged down the bank 
and dove into the narrow, boiling 
stream. His eyes searched through 
tire bubbling depths and caught the 
glint of gold that was Bomar’s belt, 
he reached down and hooked the

bushy hair and soon had the uncon. 
scious Indian on the bank.

While he worked the water out of 
Bomar’s lungs, Digger mumbled 
heatedly, as though he could be un­
derstood. “Anybody oughta know, 
even a redheaded pigmy Indian, thet 
you couldn’t swim with thet much 
gold around yore middle!” Digger’s 
voice trailed o ff momentarily and 
his eyes narrowed, “ Mebbe he ain’t 
wore thet gold belt so long as he 
makes o u t .. .we’ll jest see what’s 
goin’ on!”

Swiftly, Digger gathered a few 
green reeds; cut slices of the lye 
soap, and tied the poultice under 
Bomar’s armpits, then waited for the 
Indian to regain consciousness.

They laid in the canyon for over 
a week. The Indian grew weaker; 
his face turned pale and his heart 
flutters could be 3een through his 
yellowed skin. Digger’s face was 
long as he bent over the ailing pig­
my and his words were softly sol­
emn.

“ Bomar, looks like yew couldn’t 
stand the water touching your body. 
Prob’ly the first time yew ever had a 
bath all over and it done yew in! 
Anyway, we’ll bury yew decent, 
right here where the stream noises’ll 
keep yew company. I ’ll never find 
Tsawahabitts’ g o l d e n  bracelets 
but. . . ”

Bomar opened fever ridden eyes 
and spoke. "Botnar been many times 
in water. Swim good . . .  jus’ forgot 
about gold belt and sink. Do not 
understand sickness. . . ”

“ You mean yore belt is somethin’ 
new?” queried Digger. "Yew never 
wore it as long m yew said?”

"Dredger D an ...he gave me gold 
belt!” The pigmy grinned weakly
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and watched Digger's face as he 
continued. “ Gave me belt and pulled 
good trick on Digger John, to lead 
you far away, look for Tsawaha- 
bitts!”

The big miner hastily removed the 
lye soap poultices and stirred up 
the fire. He ladeled out a tin plate 
of soup from the pot. “Yew’ll soon 
be back on yore feet, Bomar. Yew 
was sick from the affects of thet lye 
soap. Makes yore heart beat hard 
and gives a fever. Done it on pur­
pose to find out what this was all 
about! Now I know where the smell 
from the wind is blowing. Right 
from Dredger Dan! W e’ll get yew 
well an’ then figure how to turn the 
tables on the rascal; here, hold iSp 
yore head an’ get this soup into 
yew !” *  *  ¥

THE HOT peak of summer had 
passed and Gold Run ceased to 

wonder where Digger was. The 
leaves on the black oaks had seared 
and dropped from the trees to min­
gle with the dead pine needles that 
carpeted the dark recesses of the 
forests. The first hint of winter ap­
peared over the Sierras in the form 
of fleece streaked clouds, and the 
hydraulic miners oiled their boots 
and got ready for the downpour. 
The river miners dug frantically on 
the low side o f the American River 
to get the last glint of gold dust be­
fore the rush of stormy waters 
drove them out of the canyons.

Dredger was sitting in his office, 
going through his account books in 
anticipation of payment, now that 
the hydraulic mines would re-open. 
He turned the pages slowly and 
spoke to Slim Deakins, who was 
sprawled in a chair by the stove. 
“With an early winter cornin’ on, 
looks like I ’ll collect some of these 
bar bills soon.” He flipped the pages 
and stopped, chuckling. “ Here’s Dig­
ger’s grubstake. Six months beans, 
two bars of lye soap; flour, bacon, 
and t’was worth every cent to get 
Digger John lost for the entire 
summer. Some josh we’ll have on 
him as long as he lives! Tsawaha- 
bitts. .. like the pot o’ gold at the 
end of the rainbow!”

Slim grinned and shifted his long 
legs to a more comfortable position 
before he replied. “W ell, I for one, 
miss the rascal. He’s a troublesome 
man at times, but he’s lively and 
while he’s been gone, there’s been 
something missing from Gold Run.” 
His mouth curved upward in a sar­
donic smile. “You watch your step 
when he comes back, because he’s 
apt to turn your joke into an Aus­
tralian boomerang.”

A  lusty shout penetrated the quiet 
of Dredger’s office. The clump of 
running feet shook the room and 
brought Dredger and Slim out 
through the empty bar into the 
street. They gazed in amazement at 
the procession coming down Main 
street.

Digger John marched solemnly 
ahead of his pack of Jennies. His 
clothes were worn but his stride was 
firm and he roared greetings to the 
gathering populace. Turning, he 
shouted to Bomar, who was leading 
a pair of burros hitched clumsily to 
a two-wheeled wagon. “ Drive thet 
rig right over here, where the folks 
can see what we brung back!” Bo­
mar hauled the patient animals to 
the water trough and Digger di­
rected attention to the contents of 
the wagon.

“ There’s the arm bracelets of Tsa- 
wahabitts!” The miners craned their 
necks and stared. There were two 
hoops, big enough for a small boy to 
walk through, and wide as the valve 
connection of an hydraulic line. Two 
hoops that glittered in the sun and 
dazzled the greedy eyes of the gold 
seekers!

Digger shouldered aside the flur­
ried, excited questions, and shouted. 
“ Drinks is on me! Gather in Dred­
gers bar an’ help me catch up o* my 
drinkin’ !” He strode through the 
batwings and took his customary 
stand by the open whiskey barrel.

The place was jammed and Dred­
ger Dan fluttered in nervous circles, 
trying to make himself heard. Sud­
denly, the shouting men were 
stunned by the thundering roar of 
a double barreled shotgun. Firmly 
entrenched on the stairs, was Dred­
ger Dan. “ They’s gotta be some or­
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d e r ! S h u t  u p  e v e r y  o n e  o f  y e w  a n ’ 
l e t  D ig g e r  t e l l  u s  a b o u t  i t !  D o n ’t  
f o r g e t ,  I  g r u b s t a k e d  D ig g e r  a n ’ h a l f  
o f  w h a t  h e  f o u n d  i s  m in e !  N o w  D i g ­
g e r  m ’b o y ,  w h a t  i n  t h u n d e r a t io n  h a p ­
p e n e d ? ”  D r e d g e r  s o u n d e d  h a l f  o u t  
o f  h i s  m in d  w i t h  c u r i o s i t y .

“ J e s t  l i k e  I  s a id  o u t s id e ,”  D ig g e r  
s l o w l y  d ip p e d  h i s  t i n  c u p  i n  th e  
b a r r e l  a n d  d r a in e d  i t .  H e  w ip e d  h i s  
b e a rd e d  f a c e  w i t h  t h e  b a c k  o f  h i s  
h a n d  a n d  t u r n e d  to  d ip  h i s  c u p  a g a in  
w h e n  h e  w a s  h a l t e d  b y  a  h y s t e r i c a l  
s h o u t  f r o m  D r e d g e r .  “ W hat hap­
pened! W h ere’d y ew  get it? The 
gold bracelets? W h e n . . . ? ”

ME L U C T A N T L Y ,  D ig g e r  s e t  
d o w n  h i s  c u p  a n d  a n s w e r e d .  

“ B o m a r  le d  m e  r ig h t  to  a  g r e a t  c a v e , 
'w a y  o u t  in  th e  N e v a d a  d e s e r t — a l ­
m o s t  d e a d  e a s t  o f  th e  R u b y  M o u n ­
t a in s .  T h e y  w a s  p i l e s  o f  b o n e s  in  th e  
c a v e , p la c e  b ig  e n o u g h  to  p la n t  a 
th o u s a n d  a c r e s  o f  w h e a t ,  a n d  th e  
f lo o r  j u s t  c o v e r e d  w i t h  b o n e s  o f

s k e le t o n s .  B o t n a r  t o ld  m e  a l l  a b o u t  
i t .  S e e m s  T s a w a h a b i t t s  w a s  a  g o o d  
f r i e n d  to  t h e  l i t t l e  p ig m y  t r ib e .  R i g h t  
f r i e n d l y  g ia n t  h e  w a s ,  w i t h  o n e  b a d  
h a b i t ;  h e  l i k e d  to  c a t c h  P iu t e  in -  
j u n s .  H e ’d  c a t c h  t h e i r  h u n t i n ’ p a r ­
t i e s  a n ’ r u n  o f f  w i t h  t h e m . W e l l ,  
t h e  P iu t e s  t h o u g h t  th e  p ig m ie s  w a s  
k i l l i n ’ o f f  t h e i r  m e n  a n - s e t  o u t  to  
w ip e  t h e m  o u t . ”

D ig g e r  g u lp e d  a  h a s t y  s w a l lo w  a n d  
c o n t in u e d :  “ T h e m  P iu t e s  d o n e  i t ,  
to o , ’ c a u s e  T s a w a h a b i t t s  g o t  s i c k  a n ’ 
t h e  l i t t l e  I n j u n s  w a s  t a k in ’ c a r e  o f  
th e  b ig  f e l l o w .  T h e  P iu t e s  s u r r o u n d ­
e d  th e  c a v e  w h e r e  t h e  p ig m ie s  w a s  
h o le d  u p  w i t h  t h e i r  b ig  f r i e n d ;  th e  
P iu t e s  s e t  f i r e s  a t  t h e  c a v e  m o u t h  
a n ’ a l l  t h e  l i t t l e  f e l l a s  s m o t h e r e d . 
B i g  T s a w a h a b i t t s ,  h e  s m o t h e r e d  t o o !  
T h e  p ig m ie s  p r o b ’ l y  c o u ld ’a  s a v e d  
t h e i r s e l v e s  b y  t e l l i n ’ th e  P iu t e s  ’b o u t  
T s a w a h a b i t t s ,  b u t  t h e y  w a s  h i s  
f r i e n d  a n ’ t h e y  t r ie d  to  p r o t e c t  h im  
w h e n  h e  w a s  s i c k .  O n l y  a  f e w  o f  
th e m  e v e r  g o t  o u t  o f  th e  c a v e  a l i v e . ”
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“ T h e n  t h e m  a r m  b a n d s  w a s  in  
t h e t  c a v e ? ”  D r e d g e r  h o w le d .

“ Y u p ,  t h e y  w a s  in  t h e  c a v e  a n ’ w e  
b u i l t  u s  t h a t  c r a z y  w a g o n  a n ’ h a u le d  
’e m  o u t .  T h e n ,  w e  b la s t e d  t h e  m o u t h  
o f  t h e  c a v e  i n ,  s o ’s  n o b o d y  e ls e ’ d  
d is t u r b  t h e  p la c e .”  H e  d ip p e d  h is  
c u p  a n d  a  m in e r  s h o u t e d . “ H o w  m u c h  
o n e  o ’ th e m  a r m  b a n d s  w e ig h ,  D i g ­
g e r ? ”

“  'B o u t  h a l f  a  to n  o f  s o l id  g o l d ! 
O n e  f o r  D r e d g e r ,  a n ’ o n e  f o r  B o m a r  
a n ’ m e . D r e d g e r  w a s  k in d  e n o u g h  to  
g r u b s t a k e  u s ,  s o ’s  h e  c a n  h a v e  h is  
p i c k ! ”

D r e d g e r  w a s  b o u n c in g  l i k e  a  b a l l ,  
“ H e y ! ”  h e  s h o u t e d , “ c o u p le  o ’ y e w  
m e n  d r a g  o n e  o f  t h e m  in t o  m y  b a c k  
r o o m . I ’ l l  g e t  m e  in  a  h u n e r t  g a l lo n  
i r o n  c o o k in ’ k e t t l e ,  s e t  i t  u p  a n ’ m e l t  
h e r  d o w n . J e b ,  y e w  g e t  a  s le d g e  
h a m m e r  f r o m  th e  c e l l a r  a n ’ I ’l l  b e a t  
t h e t  a r m  b a n d  d o w n  s o m e  so  w e  c a n  
g e t  i t  in t o  t h e  p o t . H u r r y  m a n , w e  
g o t  u s  a  f o r t u n e  a n ’ I . . . ”  T h e  f a t  
l i t t l e  h o t e lo w n e r  r u s h e d  t o w a r d  th e  
b a c k  s t i l l  t a l k i n g ,  a s  t h e  m e n  h a s t ­
e n e d  to  o b e y .

D ig g e r  s u d d e n ly  lo o k e d  l i k e  a  
m a n  i n  a  h u r r y .  T a k i n g  S l i m  b y  
th e  a r m , a f t e r  l i f t i n g  a  h a l f  g a l lo n  
ju g  f r o m  b e h in d  t h e  b a r ,  h e  le d  th e  
p u z z le d  g a m b le r  o u t ,  a c r o s s  th e  
s t r e e t  a n d  a  c o u p le  o f  h u n d r e d  y a r d s  
u p  th e  O a t h e s  r e s e r v o i r .  D ig g e r  d i ­
r e c t e d  S l i m  to  a  s e a t  o n  t h e  s lu ic e  
g a t e . H e  t o o k  a  p u l l  o n  t h e  j u g ,  
p a s s e d  i t  to  S l i m  a n d  c h u c k le d  w h e n  
l ie  s a w  t h e  b la n k  q u e s t io n in g  o n  
S l i m ’s  f a c e .

“ G o  o n , S l i m , ”  h e  g r in n e d ,  “ y e w  
a n ’ I  b o th  k n o w  t h e y  w a s n ’ t  a n y  
T s a w a h a b i t t s ! O h ,  a t  f i r s t ,  I  g o t ta  
a d m it  I  w a s  t a k e n  i n ;  t h e t  g o ld  b e l t  
B o m a r ’s  g o t  a ro u n d  h is  m id d le  s u r e  
h a d  m e  j u m p in ’ . ”  H e  s m i le d  r e f l e c t ­
i v e l y  a n d  r e t r ie v e d  th e  j u g  f r o m  th e  
g a m b le r ’s  p a s s iv e  h o ld .

H e  s q u in t e d  d o w n  th e  w a y  t h e y  
h a d  c o m e . “ J e s t  y e w  k e e p  w a t c h i n ’ 
t h e t  b a c k  ro o m  o f  D r e d g e r ’s  b a r . 
H e ’s  g o n n a  c o m e  o u ta  t h e r e  in  a 
m ig h t y  b ig  h u r r y  p r e t t y  s o o n ! ”  
K e e p in g  h i s  e y e s  o n  t h e  H o t e l ,  th e  
b ig  m in e r  w e n t  b a c k  to  h is  e x p la n a ­
t io n .

“ W a l ,  B o m a r  f o r g o t  h e  c o u ld n ’ t

s w im  w i t h  t h e  b e l t  D r e d g e r  m a d e  
f o r  h im . A n ’,  w h e n  h e  l i k e d  to  
d r o w n , I  g o t  w i s e  a n ’ f ig u r e d  o u t  
h o w  to  t u r n  t h e  t a b le s  o n  D r e d g e r .  
B o m a r  a n ’ m e  d id  so m e  m in in ’ .  W e  
t o o k  a b o u t  f i f t y  o u n c e s , ’w a y  u p  
a b o v e  M o u n t  L a s s e n .  T h e t ’s  I d a h o  
c o u n t r y  a n ’ t h e y ’s  s t i l l  a  f e w  o f  t h e  
r e d h e a d e d  p ig m ie s  u p  t h e r e .  T h e y ’s  
t h e  o n e ’s  in v e n t e d  t h e t  s t o r y  ’ b o u t  a  
b ig  g ia n t  n a m e d  T s a w a h a b i t t s .  T h e y  
in v e n t e d  i t  to  k e e p  t h e  P iu t e s  o u t ’a  
t h e t  t e r r i t o r y .  T h e m  p ig m ie s  w a s  th e  
r e a l  r a id e r s  w h a t  c a p t u r e d  t h e m  h u n t ­
i n ’ p a r t i e s .  T h e t  s t o r y  I  t o ld  D r e d ­
g e r  j e s t  n o w  w a s  p a r t  o f  m y  p la n  to  
n a i l  h im  a n ’ , ”  D ig g e r  p o in t e d  a  c a l ­
lo u s e d  t h u m b  a t  D r e d g e r ’s  h o t e l .  
“ H e ’ s  r e a l l y  n a i le d .  L i s t e n  to  t h e t  
e x p lo s io n !  L o o k i t  h im  r u n ! ”

W h i l e  S l i m  g a z e d , o p e n - m o u t h e d , 
th e  b a c k  o f  D r e d g e r ’s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  
e r r u p t e d .  T h e  b o a rd s  f l e w  a n d  t h e  
r o c k  f o u n d a t io n  s e t t le d  b a c k  to  
e a r t h .

B e t w e e n  g a s p s  o f  m i r t h ,  D ig g e r  
c o n t in u e d  h i s  s t o r y .  “ B o m a r  a n ’ m e , 
w e  g o t  u s  a  w h o le  b u n c h  o f  l e a d ;  
s u r e  w a s  a  b ig  jo b  h a u l i n ’ i t  f r o m  
a  b r o k e n - d o w n  r i v e r  s t e a m e r — g u e s s  
t h e y  u s e d  i t  f o r  b a l la s t .  W e  m e lt e d  
d o w n  th e  le a d ,  b o r e d  p o c k e t s  a n d  
f i l l e d  th e  p o c k e t s  w i t h  p o w d e r  a n ’ 
c a p s . T h e n ,  w e  p a in t e d  t h e  le a d  w i t h  
t h e t  f i f t y  o u n c e s  o f  g o ld  w e  m in e d .  
M a d e  i t  j e s t  l i k e  D r e d g e r  m a d e  B o ­
m a r ’s  b e l t ! ”  H i s  m a s s iv e  s h o u ld e r s  
s h o o k ,  t e a r s  o f  m i r t h  w e r e  i n  h i s  
s h a r p  e y e s .  “ Y u p ,  t h a t ’s  th e  w a y  
w e  g o t  u s  th e  t w o  b r a c e le t s .  M a d e  
’ e m  b y  g o l l i e s ! ”

D ig g e r ’s  g le e  w a s  i n f e c t i o u s .  S l i m  
h o w le d .  “ T h e n , ”  h e  c h o r t le d ,  “ w h e n  
D r e d g e r  s t a r t e d  p o u n d in g  t h a t  g o ld  
w i t h  a s le d g e h a m m e r ,  I  m e a n ,”  h e  
c o r r e c t e d  h im s e l f ,  “ w h e n  h e  s t a r t e d  
p o u n d in g  t h a t  le a d  f i l l e d  w i t h  p o w ­
d e r ,  h e  h i t  o n e  o f  th o s e  c a p s  a n d  th e  
w h o le  s h e b a n g  b le w . R i g h t ? ”

“ R e e - i g h t ! ”  s h o u t e d  D ig g e r  a n d  
t h e y  w e r e  o f f  a g a in .  L a u g h in g  so  
h a r d  t h e y  h a d  to  h o ld  e a c h  o t h e r  i n  
p o s i t io n  o n  t h e i r  p r e c a r io u s  p e r c h  
b u t  D ig g e r  n e v e r  o n c e  lo o s e n e d  h is  
t i g h t  g r ip  o n  t h e  ju g .

T H E  E N D
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Gambler Bill Langston held no 
brief for farmers . . . but he 
didn’t approve legalized mur­

der, either!

L O A F E R  lo o k e d  o u t  th e  
I w in d o w  o f  t h e  Black D og Sa- 

loon  a n d  s a id ,  “ T h e y ’ r e  f ig h t -  
i n ’ , m e n ! ”

G a m b le r  B i l l  L a n g s t o n  g la n c e d  
u p . “ W h o ’s  f i g h t i n g ? ”

“ Y o u n g  J i m  C h a r le s  a n d  C l i f f  
W e a v e r !"

T h e  t w o  p la y e r s  a t  B i l l  L a n g s t o n ’s  
t a b le  m a d e  a  h u r r i e d  e x i t  in t o  
W a g o n  S p o k e 's  m a in - s t r e e t  w i t h  th e  
g a m b le r  f o l lo w in g .  T h e y  w e n t  o u t  
in t o  th e  h o t  r a w  M o n t a n a  s u n  a n d  
s to o d  o n  t h e  e d g e  o f  t h e  b o o t - w o rn  
p la n k - s id e w a lk  a n d  w a t c h e d .

A l l  o f  W a g o n  S p o k e  w a s  w a t c h ­
in g .

T h e  t w o  f o u g h t  in  th e  m id d le  o f  
th e  d u s t y  s t r e e t .  B i l l  L a n g s t o n ' s  
b lu e  e y e s .g a v e  th e  f ig h t e r s  a  q u ic k  
g la n c e ,  ju d g e d  th e m  a b o u t  e v e n ;  
th e n  h e  lo o k e d  a t  M a r t h a  C h a r le s ,  
s t a n d in g  b e s id e  th e  b u c k b o a r d  a b o u t  
o n e  h u n d r e d  f e e t  b e y o n d  th e  f i g h t ­
e r s .

T h e  f a r m e r ’ s  w i f e  h a d  h e r  h a n d  
o n  h e r  t h r o a t ,  a n d  h o r r o r  w a s  in  h e r  
e y e s .  B i l l  L a n g s t o n  r e a d  t h i s ,  a n d  
ju d g e d  i t  b a s e d  u p o n  f e a r  f o r  h e r  
h u s b a n d . T h e  g a m b le r  t o o k  h i s  e y e s  
b a c k  to  t h e  f i g h t i n g  p a i r .

C l i f f  W e a v e r  o u t w e ig h e d  y o u n g  
J i m  C h a r le s  b y  t w e n t y  o d d  p o u n d s , 
b u t  th e  r e a c h  a n d  y o u t h  w e r e  o n  th e  
s id e  o f  t h e  y o u n g  f a r m e r ,  w h o  c i r ­
c le d  th e  r a n g e - b o s s  w h o  s to o d  w i t h  
h i s  f i s t s  u p , h i s  b u r l y  h e a d  p u l le d

lo w  b e t w e e n  h i s  t h i c k  s h o u ld e r s .
L a n g s t o n  t h o u g h t ,  Jim can whip 

h i m . . .  T h a t  t h o u g h t  w a s  g o o d .
T h e n ,  th e  g a m b le r  lo o k e d  a t  M ik e  

G a r b e r ,  o w n e r  o f  t h e  b ig  C i r c l e  N . 
T h e  c o w m a n  s t o o d  a lo n e ,  h e a v y  le g s  
w id e ,  a s  h e  v r a t c h e d  h is  fo r e m a n  a n d  
J i m  C h a r le s  f i g h t .  G a r b e r  lo o k e d  u p  
a n d  h is  e y e s  m e t  th o s e  o f  G a m b le r  
B i l l  L a n g s t o n .

T h e i r  g a z e s  m e t  m o m e n t a r i l y ,  
h e l d :  th e n  M ik e  G a r b e r  lo o k e d  b a c k  
a t  th e  b a t t le r s .  T h e  c o w m a n ’s v o ic e  
w a s  c le a r  a n d  h a r d .  “ Y o u  c la im  
y o u 'r e  a  g a m b l in ’ m a n , L a n g s t o n .  
T w o  to  o n e  t h i s  r o o s t e r  c a in ’ t w h u p  
r a y  r a n g e - b o s s .”

E y e s  s w u n g , p ro b e d  L a n g s t o n .  
T h e  g a m b le r  h a d  n e v e r  claimed h e  
w a s  a  g a m b l in g  m a n — o n e  w h o  
w o u ld  g a m b le  o n  a n y t h in g .  M ik e  
G a r b e r  w a s  j u s t  a d d in g  t h a t  a c c u s a ­
t io n  to  m a k e  h im  a n g r y .  B i l l  k n e w .

G a r b e r ,  h e  f ig u r e d ,  h a te d  h im . 
H a t e d  h im  b e c a u s e  h e  w a s  a f r i e n d  
o f  th e  C h a r l e s ’ .

B i l l  L a n g s t o n  s a id ,  “ I ’ l l  t a k e  
th o s e  o d d s , f e l lo w .  N a m e  y o u r  
a m o u n t .”

“ A  h u n d r e d  b u c k s ,  tinhorn!"
Ti nhorn. . .  A  n ic k n a m e  f o r  a 

c ro o k e d  g a m b le r .  . .  B u t  B i l l  l e t  th e  
j ib e  r id e ,  h i s  t h in ,  c le a n - s h a v e n  fa c e  
e x p r e s s io n le s s .  “ C a l l e d ! ”

M ik e  G a r b e r  s c o w le d ,  s h i f t e d  h is  
c h e w  to  h i s  o t h e r  c h e e k ,  a n d  r e ­
t u r n e d  h is  a t t e n t io n  to  th e  f ig h t e r s .

65
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B i l l  f e l t  a  t u g  o n  h i s  c o a t - s le e v e  a n d  
h e  lo o k e d  d o w n  in t o  M a r t h a  C h a r le s ’ 
f r ig h t e n e d  e y e s .

“ H e ’s  j u s t  t r y i n g  to  p ic k  t r o u b le  
w i t h  y o u ,  M r .  L a n g s t o n .  H e  k n o w s  
y o u  a n d  J i m  a r e  lo n g - t im e  f r i e n d s .  
H e  h a t e s  a n y b o d y  w h o  h a s  a n y  r e ­
g a r d  f o r  a  f a r m e r ,  a n d  h e  h a te s  y o u  
b e c a u s e  y o u  l i k e  J i m . ”

B i l l  n o d d e d .
H e  w a t c h e d ,  f a c e  e x p r e s s io n le s s  

f r o m  lo n g  s c h o o l in g ,  a  w i r y ,  m e d i­
u m - s iz e d  m a n  o f  a lm o s t  f o r t y .  A l l  
h i s  l i f e  h e  h a d  b e e n  a  g a m b le r ;  he  
h a d  se e n  h i s  s h a r e  o f  t r o u b le ,  a n d , 
a l t h o u g h  h e  d i s l i k e d  t r o u b le ,  h e  w a s  
n e v e r  t h e  m a n  to  s id e s t e p .  H e  h a d  
o n ly  b e e n  in  W a g o n  S p o k e  a w e e k .

D o w n  in  W y o m in g — a r o u n d  L a n ­
d e r — h e  h a d  s e e n  O ld  M a c k  C h a r le s ,  
a n d  O ld  M a c k  h a d  s a id ,  “ T h e  k id  
g o t  m a r r ie d ,  B i l l .  H e ’s u p  o n  th e  
M i l k  R i v e r  in  M o n t a n a ,  h o m e s t e a d in ’ 
o u t  o f  W a g o n  S p o k e . M a r r ie d  a 
n ic e  g a l ,  J im m y  d id :  M a r t h a ’s  a r e a l  
o n e .”

“ T h a t ' s  g o o d .”
O ld  M a c k  h a d  la in  in  b e d , w r i n ­

k le d  f a c e  s c o w l in g .  “ D u n n o  h o w  
g o o d  i t  i s ,  B i l l .  W o r d  h a s  c o m e  to  
m e  t h a t  a  b ig  c o w o u t f i t  d o n 't  c o t to n  
to  n e s t e r s ,  a n ’ J i m m y ’s  s q u a t t in ’ o n  
t h e i r  r a n g e . F e l l a  n a m e d  M ik e  G a r ­
b e r  i s  c a u s in ’ t r o u b le  f o r  J im m y ,  so  
t h e  g r a p e v in e  t e l l s  m e .”

B i l l  h a d  n o d d e d , f a c e  s o m b e r .
O ld  M a c k  h a d  t w i t c h e d ,  e y e s  

c lo s e d  a s  h e  f o u g h t  p a in . “ T h i s  
d a n g e d  a r t h r i t i s  h a s  g o t  m e  la id  u p , 
e ls e  I ’d  h e a d  n o r t h  to  s id e  th e  k i d . ”  
H i s  e y e s  h a d  o p e n e d  a n d  he  h a d  
lo o k e d  lo n g  a t  B i l l  L a n g s t o n .

F i n a l l y  B i l l  h a d  s a id ,  “ A l l  r ig h t ,  
y o u  o l ’ g o a t , I ’ l l  r id e  u p  t h a t  w a y  
a n ’ lo o k  t h in g s  o v e r . ”

“ K in d a  f ig g e r e d  m y  o l ’ f r i e n d  
w o u ld  d o  j u s t  t h a t ,  B i l l y  b o y .”

S o  h e r e  h e  w a s ,  w a t c h in g  y o u n g  
J i m  f i g h t  G a r b e r ’s  r a n g e - b o s s . C l i f f  
W e a v e r .  A n d  i t  w a s  a h a r d  f ig h t ,  
to o .

J I M  C I R C L E D ,  a n d  C l i f f  W e a v e r  
t u r n e d ,  b o d y  m o v in g  o n  th e  

t h i c k  s w i v e l  o f  h i s  h ip s .  J i m  s e n t  
in  a  r i g h t  a n d  W e a v e r  b lo c k e d  i t .  
W e a v e r  s m a s h e d  a l e f t  i n t e  J i m ’ s 
l i p s .

T h e  b lo w  w a s  h a r d ,  a n d  i t  s t u n n e d  
J i m .

W e a v e r  m o v e d  i n ,  d e a d ly  a n d  
t o u g h , a n d  J i m  h i t  h im ,  f i g h t in g  
b a c k  h a r d e r .  H e  p u s h e d  W e a v e r  
b a c k  a n d  B i l l  s a w  d o u b t  e n t e r  th e  
c o lo r le s s  e y e s  o f  M ik e  G a r b e r .

M a r t h a  g a s p e d , “ B i l l ,  h e ’ l l  w h ip  
h im —  O h ,  B i l l ,  h e ’s  b e a t in g  h im ,  h e  
i s —  O h ! ”

C l i f f  W e a v e r  h a d  k n e e d  y o u n g  
J i m .  B e a t e n  f a i r l y ,  h e  r e s o r t e d  to  
d i r t y  t a c t i c s ;  J i m  h a d  n o t  e x p e c t e d  
t h e  h a r d  u p t h r u s t  o f  th e  m a n 's  t h i c k  
k n e e  in t o  h i s  g r o in .  T h e  b lo w  
d o u b le d  th e  y o u t h  a n d  W e a v e r ,  
b e e f y  f a c e  s a v a g e  a n d  b e a te n , c a m e  
in  to  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  h i s  t a c t i c s .

A  r i g h t  s m a s h e d  in t o  J i m ’s  f a c e , 
m a k in g  a  lo u d  n o is e  t h a t  d r e w  a  c r y  
f r o m  M a r t h a ,  w h o  h a d  h e r  h a n d  o v e r  
h e r  m o u t h . A  l e f t  c r a s h e d  i n ,  s e n d ­
in g  h im  b a c k  a  p a c e , b e n d in g  h im  
lo w e r .

C l i f f  W e a v e r  k n e e d  h im  a g a in ,  
a n d  J i m  w a s  o u t  o n  h is  f e e t ,  L a n g ­
s t o n  s a w . M a r t h a  s t a r t e d  f o r w a r d ; 
t h e  g a m b le r  g ra b b e d  h e r .  “ H e r e ,  g i r l ,  
y o u  c a n ’ t  d o  a n y t h i n g ! ”

“ T h e  d i r t y ,  f i l t h y  b e a s t !  H e  w o n t  
f i g h t  f a i r !  J i m  h a d  h im  w h ip p e d  a n d  
— B i l l ,  y o u ’ l l  g e t  in t o  t r o u b le . ”

J i m  C h a r le s  h a d  g o n e  d o w n , a n d  
W e a v e r  h a d  h is  b o o t  b a c k  to  k i c k  
t h e  y o u n g  f a r m e r  w h o  t w i s t e d  w i t h  
p a in ,  t h e r e  in  t h e  d u s t .  B u t  t h e  b o o t  
n e v e r  la n d e d  f o r  G a m b le r  B i l l  L a n g ­
s t o n ’s  g r ip  f a s t e n e d  o n  th e  r a n g e -  
b o s s ’s  t h i c k  s h o u ld e r .  T h e  g r ip  
t u r n e d  t h e  C i r c l e  N  fo r e m a n .

“ N o n e  o f  t h a t ,  W e a v e r ! ”
“ W h y ,  y o u  t w o - b it  t i n h o r n  s h y ­

s t e r ,  I ’l l  g iv e  y o u  w h a t  I  g u v  t h i s  
w o r t h le s s  n e s t e r ! I ’ l l — ”

W e a v e r  s w u n g , a n d  B i l l ’s  b lo w s  
c a m e  in ,  c le a n  a n d  s h a r p .  W e a v e r  
m is s e d  a n d  w e n t  b a c k  to  s i t  d o w n  
i n  t h e  d u s t ,  s t u n n e d  a n d  s i c k .

M a r t h a  h o l le r e d ,  “ B i l l ,  w a t c h  o u t  
— b e h in d  y o u — ”

B u t  B i l l  w a s  w a t c h in g  y o u n g  J i m  
g o  f o r  h i s  g u n . T h e  g a m b le r  n o t ic e d ,  
i n  t h a t  w i l d  m o m e n t , t h a t  W e a v e r  
h a d  t w i s t e d ,  r e a c h in g  f o r  h i s  w e a p ­
o n . T h i s  w a s  g o in g  to  e n d  in  g u n -  
s m o k e .

S o m e t h in g  h i t  B i l l  L a n g s t o n  b a c k  
o f  t h e  e a r .  T h e  b lo w  k n o c k e d  h im
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f o r w a r d  in t o  b la c k n e s s ,  b u t  j u s t  b e ­
f o r e  h e  p a s s e d  o u t  h e  h e a r d  t h e  r o a r  
o f  g u n s ;  t h e n  t h e r e  w a s  n o t h in g  b u t  
s i le n c e .

*  *  *

BJ U R S T ,  h e  s a w  th e  w o m a n ’s  f a c e .
. S h e  h a d  b r o w n  h a i r  a n d  s h e  w a s  

p r e t t y ,  a n d  t h e n  h e  r e c o g n iz e d  h e r  
a s  E l i z a b e t h  S h i r l e y .  H e  s a t  u p  a n d  
d is c o v e r e d  h e  w a s  o n  th e  c o t  in  
E l i z a b e t h ’s  m i l l i n e r y - s h o p .

“ T a k e  i t  e a s y ,  B i l l . ”
D e s p i t e  h i s  p o u n d in g  h e a d , h e  

l i k e d  th e  c o o ln e s s  o f  h e r  v o ic e .  D u r ­
in g  h is  w e e k  in  t h i s  t o w n  h e  h a d  
s q u i r e d  h e r  to  th e  lo c a l  d a n c e  o n c e  
a n d  h a d  f o u n d  o u t  h e  l i k e d  h e r  i m ­
m e n s e ly .  T h e i r  e y e s  h a d  m e t  a n d  
h a d  t o ld  s e c r e t s .  S h e  h a d  b e e n  m a r ­
r ie d  o n c e — i t  h a d  b e e n  v e r y  u n h a p p y ,  
h e  h a d  h e a r d — a n d  i t  h a d  n o t  la s t e d  
lo n g .  T h a t  m a d e  th e m  b o th  e v e n  o n  
t h e  m a t r im o n ia l  a n g le .

“ T h i n g s  h a p p e n  f a s t , ”  h e  s a id . 
“ D r i n k  t h i s . ”
H e  d id n ’ t  l i k e  th e  t a s t e  o f  th e  l i ­

q u id  b u t  s h e  m a d e  h im  d r i n k  i t  a l l .  
M e m o r y  w a s h e d  b a c k  a n d  p u t  h is  
o w n  p r o b le m s  to  o n e  s id e .

“ J i m  C h a r l e s ? ”
“ I n  T a i l . ”
“ C l i f f  W e a v e r ? ”
“ D e a d . . .  J i m  k i l l e d  h im .”
B i l l  p u t  h i s  h e a d  b e t w e e n  h is  

h a n d s  a n d  lo o k e d  a t  th e  f lo o r .  “ I  
r e m e m b e r  th e m  g o in g  f o r  t h e i r  g u n s . 
I  g u e s s  s o m e b o d y  s lu g g e d  m e  f r o m  
b e h in d  w i t h  a  s i x - s h o o t e r  ”  H e  
t o u c h e d  th e  s w o l le n  s p o t  g in g e r l y .  
“ I  r e m e m b e r  M a r t h a  c a l l i n p  in  w a r n ­
in g .  D id  G a r b e r  s lu g  m e ? ”

“ Y e s . ”
“ T h e  c h a r g e  a g a in s t  J i m ? ”  
“ M u r d e r . ”
T h e  w o r d  h a d  a n  u g ly  e c h o  t h a t  

se e m e d  to  b o u n c e  b a c k  a n d  f o r t h  
a c r o s s  th e  s m a l l  ro o m , e v e n  th o u g h  
E l i z a b e t h  h a d  s p o k e n  i t  in  h e r  u s u a l  
lo w  to n e  o f  v o ic e .

“ C l i f f  W e a v e r  r e a c h e d  f i r s t . ”
S h e  m ix e d  a n o t h e r  d r i n k ,  p u t t in g  

th e  h e a d a c h e  p o w d e r  in t o  th e  w a t e r  
w i t h  a  s p o o n . H e  g r im a c e d .  “ T h i s  
i s  M ik e  G a r b e r ’s  t o w n ,”  s h e  r e m in d ­
e d . “ I f  M ik e  s a y s  J im  C h a r le s  
d r e w  f i r s t ,  t h e n  T im  d r e w  f i r s t . ”  

L a n g s t o n  d r a n k ,  s t i l l  g r im a c in g .

“ T h e s e  t o w n s p e o p le ,”  B i l l  s a id ,  “ a r e  
a  l o t  o f  r a t s . ”

“ T h e y ’ r e  n o t  s o  b a d , B i l l ;  t h e y ’ r e  
j u s t  a f r a i d .  I f  s o m e b o d y  b r o k e  t h e m  
lo o s e  f r o m  G a r b e r ’s  g r ip —  S a y ,  w h a t  
a re  y o u  t r y i n g  to  d o ? ”

B i l l  h e ld  h e r  a n d  k i s s e d  h e r ,  “ Y o u  
h a v e  to  h a v e  so m e  p a y  f o r  g e t t in g  
m y  c a r c a s s  o f f  th e  s t r e e t . ”  H e  k i s s e d  
h e r  a g a in .  H e r  l i p s  w e r e  h e s i t a n t  a t  
f i r s t ,  t h e n  y ie ld e d  a n d  h e ld  p r e s s u r e .

S h e  s t e p p e d  b a c k  w i t h ,  “ B i l l  
L a n g s t o n  1”

“ S o m e t h in g  I ’v e  w a n t e d  to  d o  f o r  
so m e  d a y s  n o w .”

“ I  h o p e . . .  n o b o d y  s a w  u s . ”
“ I  s a w  y o u ,”  a  y o u t h f u l  v o ic e  s a id  

f r o m  t h e  d o o r .
T h e y  t u r n e d .  S o n n y  S m i t h  s to o d  

t h e r e ,  g r i n n in g .  B i l l  f l i p p e d  h im  
f o u r - b i t s .  A  g r im y  h a n d  c a u g h t  th e  
f l a s h in g  c o in .

“ W h a t  d id  y o u  s e e , S o n n y ? ”
“ N o t  a  d a r n  t h in g ,  B i l l . ”
S t i l l  s m i l i n g ,  th e  b o y  t u r n e d  a n d  

r a n  f o r  t h e  g r o c e r y - s t o r e .
*  *  *

SH E R I F F  M Y E R S  s a id ,  “ Y o u  
c a n ’ t  se e  h im ,  L a n g s t o n .  D o c ’s  

in  t h e r e  p a t c h in ’ u p  h is  s o r e  s p o t s . ”  
“ H e  d id n ’ t  p u l l  f i r s t . ”
T h e  la w m a n  w a s  a s  c a g e y  a s  h i s  

s h i f t i n g  e y e s .  “ T h a t ’s  f o r  t h e  j u r y  
to  d e c id e  a t  h i s  t r i a l ;  I  m e r e l y  
s e r v e d  a  w a r r a n t  t h a t  M ik e  G a r b e r  
s w o r e  o u t . ”

B i l l  L a n g s t o n  k n e w  t h e r e  w a s  n'o 
u se  a r g u i n r  w i t h  t h e  s t a r - m a n . T h e  
s h e r i f f  w a s  a  p o l i t i c i a n :  h e  k n e w  
w h o  b o u g h t  n e w  s a d d le s  f o r  h is  
b r o n c s .  T h e  g a m b le r  a s k e d ,  “ W h e r e ’s 
M ik e  G a r b e r ? ”

“ W h a t ’d  d o  y o u  w a n t  w i t h  M ik e ? "  
“ W e  h a d  a  b e t ,”  B i l l  r e m in d e d . 
P a le  e y e s  s t u d ie d  h im ,  s h i f t e d .  

“ M ik e  s h o u ld  b e  d o w n  to  th e  Black 
D og, g a m b le r .  B u t  w a l k  w i t h  l i g h t  
b o o t s .”

“ A  t h r e a t ? ”
“ N o , n o t  t h a t . ”
B i l l  s a id ,  “ I f  th e  p e n d u lu m  s w u n g  

a g a in s t  M ik e  G a r b e r  a n d  t h e  C i r c l e  
N ,  y o u ’d  t r y  to  m u s c le - in  w i t h  th e  
o t h e r  b u n c h ,  s h e r i f f . ”

“ I  r id e  a  m id d le  s a d d le .”
W h e n  L a n g s t o n  e n t e r e d  th e  

Black D og  Saloon, h i s  q u ie t  s m i le  
h id  h is  i r r i t a t i o n .  H e  h a d  a lm o s t
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p la n t e d  a  s e t  o f  h a r d  k n u c k le s  
a g a in s t  t h a t  s h e r i f f ’ s  j a w ,  b u t  B i l l  
w a s  g la d  n o w  h e  h a d  n o t  g iv e n  w a y  
to  h i s  s u d d e n  d e s i r e ;  h e  h a d  e n o u g h  
e n e m ie s .  T r u e ,  th e  s h e r i f f  w a s  n o t  
a  f r i e n d ,  b u t  h e  w a s  n o t  a n  e n e m y , 
e i t h e r .

M ik e  G a r b e r  w a s  a t  t h e  b a r  a n d  
h e  t u r n e d ,  w h i s k e y  g la s s  i n  h a n d . H e  
p u t  h i s  b a c k  to  t h e  b a r ,  h o ld in g  t h e  
g la s s  a s  h e  w a t c h e d  B i l l .

“ Y o u  o w e  m e  so m e  d in e r o , ”  B i l l  
s a id .

“ H o w  c o m e ? ”
“ O u r  b e t . I s  y o u r  m e m o r y  t h a t  

s h o r t ? ”
“ D id  J i m  C h a r le s  w h ip  m y  m a n ? ”
“ I  s a y  h e  d id .  J i m ’s  a l i v e .  W e a ­

v e r ' s  d e a d .”
“ W e  b e t  o n  f i s t s ,  n o t  o n  g u n s .”
“ W e  b e t  o n  a  f i g h t , ”  B i l l  r e m in d ­

e d .
M ik e  G a r b e r  w a t c h e d  h im  w i t h  

th o s e  c o ld  e y e s .  F o r  y e a r s  t h i s  h a d  
b e e n  h i s  r a n g e ,  a n d  t h e n  o n e  f a r m e r  
h a d  c o m e , a n d  i f  h e  s t a y e d  t h e n  th e  
w e d g e  w o u ld  b e  d r i v e n ;  o t h e r s  
w o u ld  c o m e  a n d  s t a y  a n d  f r e e - g r a s s  
w o u ld  b e  n o  m o r e . “ W e  b e t  o n  f i s t s ,  
t i n h o r n . ”

“ M y  m a n  h a d  y o u r s  w h ip p e d .”
G a r b e r ’s  e y e s  p u l le d  d o w n  a n d  h e  

s a id .  “ Y o u  w a n t  t r o u b le ,  h u h ?  M i s ­
t e r ,  t h a t  n e s t e r ' s  in  j a i l ,  a n ’ I ’ l l  se e  
h e  g e t s  h u n g , s u r e  a s  h e l l .  N o w  
p la y  w i s e ,  f e l l a ,  a n ’ m o v e  o n , a n ’ 
f e r g i t  t h i s  r a n g e ” ’

“ A n  o r d e r ? ”
“ I t  i s . ”
B i l l  L a n g s t o n  s a id ,  q u ie t l y ,  “ I ’m  

t a k in g  o v e r  J i m  C h a r le s ’ f a r m ,  G a r ­
b e r .  I ’m  r u n n in g  i t  f o r  h im  a n d  I  
m ig h t  t a k e  u p  a h o m e s te a d  o f  m y  
o w n ;  I ’v e  n e v e r  u s e d  m y  h o m e s te a d  
r i g h t s . ”

T h e  s a lo o n  w a s  q u ie t ,  to o  q u ie t .
“ D o n ’ t d o  i t , ”  G a r b e r  m u r m u r e d .
L a n g s t o n  s h o w e d  a  c y n i c a l  s m i le .  

O n c e  t h e r e  h a d  b e e n  a  t im e  w h e n  he  
c o u ld  h a v e '  d r a w n  o u t  o f  t h i s ,  b u t  
t h a t  t im e  w a s  g o n e , n o w . H e  r e m e m ­
b e re d  O ld  M a c k  d o w n  in  L a n d e r ,  
t ie d  to  t h a t  b e d  f o r  th e  r e s t  o f  h i s  
f e w  d a y s ,  a n d  h e  r e m e m b e r e d  th e  
lo o k  in  M a r t h a ’ s  e y e s  w h e n  s h e  h a d  
lo o k e d  a t  h e r  h u s b a n d . A n d  a n o t h e r  
t h o u g h t  c a m e , a n d  i t  s a id ,  “ R e m e m ­
b e r  h o w  y o u  c a u g h t  t h a t  s a m e  lo o k

in  E l i z a b e t h  S h i r l e y ’ s  e y e s ,”  a n d  t h a t  
t h o u g h t  d r o v e  h im  in t o  a c t io n .

H e  s la p p e d  d o w n  G a r b e r ’s  a r m . 
T h e  w h i s k e y  s p la s h e d  a n d  h i t  t h e  
c o w m a n  a c r o s s  t h e  f a c e ,  a n d  i t  h u n g  
t h e r e  l i k e  b e a d s  o f  a m b e r  s w e a t .  
G a r b e r  l e t  h i s  h a n d  g o  d o w n  a n d  
r e s t  o n  h i s  h o i s t e r e d  g u n .

“ Y o u  d o n 't  p a c k  a  g u n ,”  M ik e  
G a r b e r  s a id .

L a n g s t o n ’s  v o ic e  s h o w e d  c o n ­
s t r a in t .  “ I  g o t  f i s t s . ”

G a r b e r  s h o o k  h i s  le o n in e  h e a d . 
" G u n s  a re  m y  w a y . ”

“ I ’ l l  g e t  o n e ,”  B i l l  p r o m is e d .
A  m a n  s a id ,  “ I ’l l  t a k e  h im  f o r  y o u ,  

B o s s . ”  H e  w a s  s q u a t  a n d  t o u g h - lo o k ­
in g  a n d  h e  p a c k e d  t w o  g u n s . H e  w a s  
M i l t  D o m a c a m , a  C i r c l e  N  g u n -  
h a n d .

G a r b e r  c l ip p e d ,  “ I  c a n  t a k e  c a r e  o f  
m y s e l f ,  M i l t ! ”

D o m a c a m  m u t t e r e d  s o m e t h in g ,  
t h e n  m o v e d . B i l l  lo o k e d  a t  M ik e  
G a r b e r ,  t h e n  a t  t h e  p e o p le  w a t c h in g  
t h e m ; h e  h a d  lo s t  a g a in .  H e  d id  n o t  
p a c k  a  g u n , a n d  G a r b e r  w a n t e d  g u n s . 
P e o p le  w o u ld  s a y ,  “ T h a t  g a m b le r  
w a s  to u g h  b e c a u s e  h e  d id n ’ t  to te  a  
p is t o l .  H e  k n e w  t h a t  G a r b e r  w o u ld n ’ t  
f i s t - f i g h t ,  a n d  h e  h i t  G a r b e r  b e ­
c a u s e  o f  t h a t  f a c t . . . ”

B i l l  L a n g s t o n  t u r n e d  a n d  l e f t .*  *  *
A W Y E R  M a r t i n  W i l d e  s a id ,  “ I  

c a n ’ t d e fe n d  h im ,  M r .  L a n g ­
s t o n . ”  H e  lo o k e d  o u t  th e  w in d o w  a s  
i f  e v a d in g  th e  g a m b le r 's  e y e s .

“ M ig h t  I  a s k  w h y ? "
" I ’ l l  g iv e  i t  to  y o u  s t r a ig h t .  I f  I  

b u c k e d  M ik e  G a r b e r ,  I ' d  b e  d o n e  in  
t h i s  s e c t i o n ; I ’ d  n e v e r  g e t  a n o t h e r  
c a s e .”

“ B u t  i f  y o u  c le a r e d  J i m  C h a r le s  ?’*
“ I — I  c a n ’ t  t a k e  h i s  d e f e n s e ,  s i r .  

G o o d  d a y . ”
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B i l l  L a n g s t o n  w a lk e d  d o w n  th e  
h a l l ,  a n g e r  in s id e  o f  h im .  O u t s id e  h e  
m e t  M a r t h a  C h a r le s  a n d  h e  a s k e d ,  
“ H o w  i s  J i m  t a k in g  i t ? ”

“ A s  g o o d  a s  c a n  b e . . .  I  g u e s s .”  
T h e  g a m b le r  t o ld  a b o u t  t r y i n g  to  

h i r e  L a w y e r  W i l d e  to  d e f e n d  h e r  
h u s b a n d . H e r  b lu e  e y e s  f o l lo w e d  h im  
c lo s e ly .  “ W e  c a n  g e t  a  l a w y e r  f r o m  
o u t  o f  s t a t e ,  B i l l . ”  H e r  l i p s  w e r e  
s t e a d y .  “ I  h e a r d  y o u  h a d  a  r u n - in  
w i t h  G a r b e r  a n d  h e  s a id  h e  was o u t  
to  g e t  y o u . ”

“ T a l k  t r a v e l s  f a s t  in  a  s m a l l  t o w n ,”  
h e  m u r m u r e d .

S h e  w a s  h e s i t a n t .  “ B i l l ,  j u s t  b e ­
c a u s e  y o u  k n e w  J i m  b e f o r e ,  a n d  b e ­
c a u s e  y o u  k n o w  O ld  M a c k —  W e l l ,  
t h a t  i s n ’ t  a n y  s ig n  y o u  s h o u ld  s t i c k  
o u t  y o u r  n e c k  f o r  u s ,  B i l l . ”

" S h o u ld  I  r u n ? ”  H e  w a s  s l i g h t l y  
c y n i c a l .

“ W e l l ,  G a r b e r ’s  a k i l l e r ,  a n d  M i l t  
D o m a c a m  h a s  a  b a d  r e c o r d ,  t o o .”  

B i l l  s h o o k  h is  h e a d . H e  h a d  a d d e d  
i t  u p  b e f o r e ,  a n d  th e  a n s w e r  h a d  
b e e n  th e  s a m e ; o n c e , p e r h a p s ,  h e  
c o u ld  h a v e  p u l le d  b a c k ,  b u t  t h a t  m o ­
m e n t  w a s  p a s t .  F o r  a d d e d  to  i t  a l l  
n o w  w a s  t h e  in c id e n t  i n  th e  s a lo o n  
w h e n  h e  h a d  k n o c k e d  d o w n  M ik e  
G a r b e r ’s  a r m . “ I  c a n ’ t  le a v e  J i m , ”  
h e  s a id .

S h e  b i t  h e r  b o t to m  l i p ,  th e  g e s ­
t u r e  f i t t i n g  h e r  p u z z le m e n t .  H e  g o t  
th e  im p r e s s io n  s h e  u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t  
m o re  t h a n  la n d  w a s  in v o lv e d  n o w ;  a 
m a n ’s  p r id e  w a s  m ix e d  in t o  t h i s ,  a n d  
t h a t  in g r e d ie n t  • h a d  m a d e  th e  m i x ­
t u r e  t o u g h e r .  “ B e  c a r e f u l ,  B i l l . ”  

“ I 'm  r id in g  o u t  to  y o u r  f a r m  a n d  
d o  th e  c h o r e s ,”  h e  t o ld  h e r .  “ Y o u  
s t a y  in  t o w n  t o n ig h t . ”

“ A l l  r i g h t . ”
H e  w e n t  to  h i s  h o t e l- r o o m  a n d  

g o t  h i s  g u n  a n d  b u c k le d  i t  a r o u n d  
h is  s l im  h ip s ,  m a k in g  th e  h e a v y  
w e a p o n  r id e  j u s t  r ig h t .  H e  w a s  s a d ­
d l in g  h i s  b ro n c  in  t h e  l i v e r y - b a r n  
w h e n  E l i z a b e t h  S h i r l e y  s a id ,  “ I  r id e  
w i t h  y o u .  B i l l . ”

S h e  s a t  a  n e a t - lo o k in g  l i t t l e  s o r ­
r e l .  H e  t h o u g h t ,  A good-looking  
bronc and a lovely woman. S h e  h a d  
i t  b a d , h e  r e a l i z e d ;  s h e  w a s  a f r a i d  
t h a t  i f  h e  ro d e  o u t  to  t h e  f a r m  a lo n e  
e i t h e r  M ik e  G a r b e r  o r  M i l t  D o m a ­

c a m  o r  s o m e  o f  t h e  o t h e r  C i r c l e  N  
m e n  m ig h t  k i l l  h im .

“ Y o u r  s t o r e ? ”
" A t  a  m o m e n t  l i k e  t h i s ,  a  s t o r e  

d o e s n ’ t  a m o u n t  to  m u c h  in  a  p e r ­
s o n ’s  t h o u g h t s . ”

HE  S W U N G  u p  a n d  t h e y  ro d e  
o u t  o f  t o w n ,  t h e i r  s a d d le r s  a t  

a  r u n n in g - w a lk .  S h e r i f f  M y e r s  saft 
o n  t h e  b e n c h  i n  f r o n t  o f  h i s  o f f i c e  
a n d  h e  w a t c h e d  th e m  b u t  h e  d id  n o t  
l i f t  h i s  h a n d  i n  g r e e t in g .

E l i z a b e t h  s a id ,  “ G a r b e r  a n d  D o ­
m a c a m  l e f t  t o w n  a b o u t  t h i r t y  m in ­
u t e s  a g o , B i l l . ”

“ R i g h t  a f t e r  I  h a d  t h e  r u n - in  w i t h  
t h e m ? ”

S h e  n o d d e d .
H e  g a v e  t h a t  t h o u g h t ,  t r y i n g  to  f i t  

i t  in t o  t h i s  p u z z le ,  b u t  t h e r e  w a s  n o  
v a c a n t  s p a c e . Y e t  i t  s e e m e d  o d d  t h a t  
t h e  t w o  s h o u ld  le a v e  a t  s u c h  a  m o ­
m e n t ,  f o r  th e  c e n t e r  o f  t h i s  t r o u b le  
w a s  in  W a g o n  S p o k e  t o w n .

E l i z a b e t h  s a id ,  “ T h e y ’ r e  o u t  to  
k i l l  y o u ,  B i l l . ”

H e r  h a n d  w a s  o n  h e r  s a d d le - h o r n .  
H i s  h a n d  c a m e  o v e r  a n d  s e t t le d  on  
h e r s .  “ I t  m ig h t  n o t  c o m e  to  t h a t , ”  
h e  c o n s o le d . H e  w a s  f ib b in g  to  b u i ld  
u p  h e r  s t r e n g t h ,  a n d  s h e  w a s  a w a r e  
o f  t h a t .

“ I t  w o u ld  b e  t o u g h ,”  s h e  s a id ,  “ to  
f i n d  th e  m a n  y o u  w a n t ,  a n d  t h e n  
w h e n  a  p e r s o n  f o u n d  h im  to  lo s e  
h im .”

S h e  w a s  c lo s e  to  t e a r s .
H e  p u t  h is  a r m  a r o u n d  h e r  a n d  

t h e i r  h o r s e s  w a lk e d  c lo s e  t o g e t h e r ,  
s e e m in g ly  a  p a r t  o f  t h i s .  H e  k is s e d  
h e r  f u l l  m o u t h  a n d  h e r  l id d e d  e y e s , 
a n d  t h e n  s h e  w a s  s o b b in g . T h e y  ro d e  
o n  t h a t  w a y ,  a  g r e a t  s i c k n e s s  in  
h i m ;  f i n a l l y  h e r  s o b s  s t o p p e d  a n d  
s h e  w ip e d  h e r  e y e s  w i t h  h e r  h a n d ­
k e r c h i e f .

“ B i l l ,  t h a t  w a s  n i c e . ”
B i l l  t h o u g h t ,  A  man can never un­

derstand one o f them, b u t  h e  d id  n o t  
p u t  t h i s  in t o  w o r d s .  T h e y  t a lk e d  
a b o u t  t h in g s ,  a n d  h e  f o u n d  h im s e l f  
t e l l i n g  h e r  a b o u t  h i s  p a s t .

“ I  w a s  m a r r ie d  o n c e  b e f o r e .  I t  
d id n ’ t  c a t c h ,  o n l y  l a s t e d  a  f e w  
m o n t h s . I ’v e  h e a r d  s in c e  J e a n  m a r ­
r ie d  a g a in  a n d  h a s  f o u r  k id s . ”
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“ N e v e r  c a u g h t  w i t h  m e  e i t h e r , "  
s h e  s a id ,  s m i l i n g  n o w .

“ T w o  l i t t l e  la m b s ,”  B i l l  L a n g s t o n  
s a id ,  “ t h r o w n  to  t h e  w o l v e s . ”

H e  h a d  m e a n t  i t  a s  a  jo k e .  I t  
w a s n ’t ;  i t  f i t  t w o  s i t u a t io n s  to o  w e l l ,  
a n d  o n e  o f  th e m  w a s  th e  p r e s e n t .

E l i z a b e t h  s a id ,  “ R i d e r s  c o r n in g , 
B i l l . ”

T h e y  b e s t r o d e  la t h e r e d  b r o n c s ,  
a n d  M ik e  G a r b e r  c u r b e d  h i s  h o r s e , 
th e  a n im a l  r i s i n g  i n  p r o t e s t  a g a in s t  
th e  c r u e l t y  o f  t h e  s p a d e - b it .  M i l t  
D o m a c a m  f o ld e d  h i s  h a n d s  a c r o s s  h is  
s a d d le - h o r n  a n d  w a t c h e d  a n d  s a id  
n o t h in g .  O n c e  h e  w e t  h i s  l i p s ,  a n d  
t h a t  w a s  h i s  o n l y  m o v e m e n t .

G a r b e r  s a id ,  “ O n e  h o u r ,  g a m b le r ;  
I ’ l l  g iv e  y o u  t h a t  m u c h  t im e .”  H i s  
w a t c h  l i f t e d  a n d  h e  t u r n e d  i t  a n d  
B i l l  r e a d  t h e  h a n d s . “ B y  t h a t  t im e , 
b e  h e a d in ’ o u t . ”

M i l t  D o m a c a m  w a s  lo o k in g  a t  
E l i z a b e t h .  S h e  a p p a r e n t ly  d id  n o t  
n o t ic e  h i s  d e v o u r in g  g a z e , f o r  s h e  
lo o k e d  a t  G a r b e r .  D o m a c a m  lo o k e d  
a t  h e r  a n k le s ,  r a n  h i s  e y e s  a lo n g  
h e r  t h ig h ,  t h e n  a c r o s s  h e r  to  h e r  
f a c e .  I t  w a s  t h e n  t h a t  h e  l i c k e d  h is  
l ip s .

“ I ’l l  b e  in  t o w n ,”  L a n g s t o n  s a id .
G a r b e r  lo o k e d  a t  D o m a c a m , t h a t  

s m a l l  s m i le  o n  h im , b u t  D o m a c a n  
w a s  w a t c h in g  E l i z a b e t h ,  t h a t  h u n g e r  
in  h i s  e y e s .

G a r b e r  s a id ,  “ Y o u ’ r e  n o t  t h a t  
m u c h  o f  a  f o o l ,  a r e  y o u ? ”

“ I  g u e s s  I  a m .”
G a r b e r  s a id ,  “ C o m e  o n , M i l t , ”  a n d  

t h e y  lo p e d  t o w a r d  W a g o n  S p o k e .
E l i z a b e t h  a s k e d ,  “ N o w  w h e r e  h a v e  

t h e y  b e e n ? ”
B i l l  lo o k e d  t o w a r d  th e  C h a r le s ’ 

h o m e s te a d , a b o u t  t h r e e  m i l e s  a w a y  
a n d  in  a  s m a l l  b a s in .  H e  s a w  th e  
s m o k e  t h e n  a n d  h e  s a id ,  “ I  t h in k  I  
k n o w  w h e r e  t h e y ’v e  b e e n .”

T o g e t h e r  t h e y  r a c e d  t o w a r d  th e  
f i r e .  T h e y  g o t  o n  th e  r id g e  a n d  
r e in e d  in ,  f o r  t h e y  w e r e  to o  l a t e ;  
f i r e  h a d  l i c k e d  t h e  b u i ld in g s  b e lo w  
a n d  w h ip p e d  th e m  in t o  r e d  c o a ls .

H o r s e  p a n t e d , r ig s  r i s i n g  a n d  f a l l ­
in g  w i t h  t h e i r  la b o r in g  f l a n k s .  B i l l  
t u r n e d  o n  s t i r r u p s  a n d  s a id ,  “ S o  
t h a t ’s  w h e r e  t h e y  w e r e . . .  T h i s  r ip s  
t h e  l i d  o p e n , g i r l . ”

E l i z a b e t h  w a s  s i l e n t ,  t e e t h  w h i t e  
a s  s h e  h i t  h e r  b o t to m  l ip .

B i l l  s e e m e d  to  b e  s p e a k in g  to  h im ­
s e l f .  “ J i m  C h a r le s  w i l l  n e v e r  s t a n d  
t r i a l ; G a r b e r ' l l  se e  to  t h a t . ”

H e  lo o k e d  a t  h e r .  “ T h e y ' l l —  
t h e y ’ l l  m u r d e r  h im  i n  j a i l ? ”

“ I t  c o u ld  b e  d o n e .”
“ H o w  a b o u t  o l '  A b e ? ”
A b e  W o r t h in g t o n  w a s  a n  o ld  g e n t  

w h o  d id  c h o r e s  f o r  th e  C h a r l e s ’ 
f a m i l y .  J i m  h a d  t o ld  B i l l  t h e  o ld  
m a n  h a d  b e e n  s i c k  in  b e d  w i t h  r h e u ­
m a t is m .

B i l l  s a id ,  “ H e  m ig h t  h a v e  g o t  
o u t . ”

T h e y  ro d e  d o w n  th e  s lo p e , h o r s e s  
b ra c e d  a g a in s t  t h e  p u l l  o f  g r a v i t y ,  
a n d  c a m e  to  t h e  b u r n e d - d o w n  b u i l d ­
in g s .  A b e  W o r t h in g t o n  h a d  n o t  g o t  
o u t  o f  t h e  h o u s e , h i s  b e d s te a d  w a s  a  
t w i s t e d ,  g ro t e s q u e  t h in g ,  t h e r e  in  
th e  c o o l in g  c o a ls ,  a n d  h e  w a s  n o t  
n ic e  to  lo o k  a t ,  h i s  b o d y  l y i n g  in  
t h e  a s h e s .

E l i z a b e t h  s a id ,  “ O h ,  m y  G o d , 
B i l l ! ”

“ N e v e r  h a d  a  c h a n c e ,”  B i l l  m u t ‘- 
m u r e d . “ M a y b e  t h e y  d id n ' t  e v e n  
k n o w  h e  w a s  i n s id e . ”

“ E i t h e r  w a y ,  t h e y ’ r e  k i l l e r s ! ”
B i l l  s a id ,  “ B u t  t r y  to  p r o v e  i t  in  

c o u r t !  N o b o d y  s a w  th o s e  t w o  l i g h t  
t h i s  f i r e .  W e  h a v e  o n ly  c i r c u m s t a n ­
t i a l  e v id e n c e ,  n o t h in g  m o r e ;  a n d  
e v e n  i f  w e  h a d  s e e n  G a r b e r  a n d  D o ­
m a c a m  b u r n  th e s e  b u i ld in g s ,  I  d o u b t  
v e r y  m u c h  i f  o u r  t e s t im o n y  w o u ld  
c o n v i c t  t h e m .”

E l i z a b e t h  s a id ,  “ O n l y  a  g u n , B i l l . ”  
“ T h a t ’s  i t ,  n o w .”
T h e r e  w a s  n o t h in g  t h e y  c o u ld  d o  

h e r e . T h e  w o r k  h a d  b e e n  d o n e , a n d  
O ld  A b e  W o r t h in g t o n  h a d  d ie d . S i ­
l e n t l y  b o t h  t u r n e d  t h e i r  b r o n c s  a n d  
ro d e  t o w a r d  W a g o n  S p o k e .

N e i t h e r  s p o k e  m u c h .  W h e n  t h e y
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d id  t a lk  i t  w a s  o f  i r r e l e v a n t  m a t ­
t e r s .  T h e y  c a m e  to  th e  l i v e r y - b a r n  
a n d  E l i z a b e t h  s a id ,  " I ' l l  t a k e  m y  
h o r s e  to  m y  b a r n ,”  a n d  s h e  g a v e  h im  
a  lo n g , c a lm  lo o k .

H e  t h o u g h t ,  She’s made of the real 
stu ff , a n d  t h a t  t h o u g h t  w a s  w a r m  
a n d  s a t i s f y in g .  B u t  h e  s a id  o n l y ,  
" B e  g o o d , E l i z a b e t h . ”

S h e  t u r n e d  h e r  b ro n c  a n d  ro d e  
a w a y . *  *  *

SH E R I F F  M Y E R S  s a t  o n  h is  
b e n c h  a n d  w h i t t l e d  a n d  s a id

n o t h in g .  A c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t  L a w y e r  
M a r t i n  W i l d e  lo o k e d  o u t  h i s  w i n ­
d o w . A  c u r  s t a r t e d  a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t ,  
a  f l e a  c a u g h t  h im ;  h e  s a t  a n d
s c r a t c h e d .  L a w y e r  W i l d e  m e t  B i l l ’ s 
e y e s  a n d  th e  s h y s t e r  m o v e d  b a c k  
in t o  th e  g lo o m  o f  h i s  o f f i c e .

S h e r i f f  M y e r s  f o ld e d  h is  j a c k ­
k n i f e  a n d  p o c k e t e d  i t  a n d  w a lk e d  
a w a y .  T h e  a l l e y  t o o k  h im  a n d  h id  
h im .

T h e  d o g  s a t ,  e x h a u s t e d  f r o m  h is  
e f f o r t s .  H e  s a t  t h e r e  a n d  lo o k e d  a t  
th e  t o w n , a n d  t h e n  s c r a t c h e d  a g a in ,  
t h i s  t im e  u s in g  t h e  o t h e r  h in d  le g .

L a w y e r  W i l d e  c a m e  b a c k  to  h is  
w in d o w .

B i l l  L a n g s t o n  h e a d e d  f o r  th e  Black 
D o g ;  t h e  h o u r  h a d  m o v e d  i t s e l f  in t o  
e t e r n i t y ,  a n d  th e  t o w n  k n e w  t h i s ,  
to o . T h e y  s to o d  in  d o o r w a y s  a n d  
w a t c h e d ,  b u t  n o n e  s to o d  o n  th e  
s t r e e t ;  t h e y  w a t c h e d  o u t  o f  w in d o w s  
o f  s t o r e s  a n d  o t h e r  b u s in e s s - e s t a ­
b l i s h m e n t s .  O n l y  B i l l  a n d  th e  c u r  
w e r e  o n  th e  s t r e e t .

T h e  d o g  lo o k e d  a t  B i l l  a n d  th e  
g a m b le r  s a id ,  “ H o w  a r e  y o u ,  p u p ? "

T h e  d o g  l e t  h i s  r e d  to n g u e  r u n  
o u t ,  b u t  h e  s a t  t h e r e  a n d  d id  n o t  
m o v e .

B e h in d  h im  M i l t  D o m a c a m  s a id ,  
“ T u r n  a r o u n d , y o u  t i n h o r n ! ”

L a n g s t o n  s t o p p e d  a n d  m o v e d  c lo s ­
e r  to  t h e  b u i ld in g .  D o m a c a m  h a d  
c o m e  o u t  o f  th e  M e r c a n t i l e  a n d  h e  
s to o d  w i t h  h i s  le g s  w id e  a n d  h is  
h a n d  o n  h i s  g u n .

D o m a c a m  s a id ,  “ T h e  h o u r  i s  u p ."
B i l l  k n e w  t h a t  M ik e  G a r b e r  w o u ld  

m o v e  in t o  t h i s  p la y ,  to o . G a r b e r  w a s  
n o t  g o in g  to  s i t  b a c k  a n d  l e t  h is  
g u n m a n  h a n d le  t h i s ;  h e  w a n t e d  th e  
g l o r y ;  G a r b e r  h a d  h is  o w n  r e p  to  
m a in t a in .

B i l l  f e l t  t h e  r o u g h  lo g  w a l l  b e ­
h in d  h i s  b a c k . H i s  v o ic e  w a s  lo w  
w h e n  h e  s a id ,  “ I  c a n  t e l l  t im e .”
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“ I  d id n ’ t  k n o w  y o u  h a d  t h a t  m u c h  
b r a i n s ! ”

C y n i c i s m  t h e r e ,  a  s t u p id  s o r t  o f  
c o n t e m p t . N o t h in g  s m a r t ,  n o t h in g  
i n t e l l i g e n t  a b o u t  th e  w o r d s — j u s t  th e  
w o r d s  o f  a n  ig n o r a n t  k i l l e r .  O t h e r  
m e n  w o u ld  d ie ,  a n d  o t h e r  m e n  h a d  
t o  d ie ,  b u t  D o m a c a m  h a d  n e v e r  t i e d  
h i s  o w n  l i f e  i n t o  t h e  e n d le s s  s c h e m e ;  
t h e r e f o r e  h e  w a s  a r r o g a n t  in  h is  
ig n o r a n c e .

B i l l  s a id ,  ‘ - W e l l ? ”
M ik e  G a r b e r  c a m e  o u t  o f  t h e  

Black D og, a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t .  H e  
c a m e  to  t h e  m id d le  o f  t h e  s t r e e t  a n d  
B i l l  w a t c h e d ,  w i s h in g  h e  h a d  h e lp .  
D o m a c a m  f la n k e d  h im  o n  t h e  r i g h t ,  
s t a n d in g  a b o u t  a  h u n d r e d  f e e t  a w a y ; 
G a r b e r  w a s  a h e a d  o f  h im ,  a b o u t  th e  
s a m e  d is t a n c e .  T h e y  m a d e  a  t r i a n ­
g le  a n d  h e  w a s  a t  t h e  d e a d ly  a p e x .

G a r b e r  s a id ,  “ D o m a c a m  i s  n o t  in  
o n  t h i s ,  f e l l a !  H e ’s  j u s t  s t a n d in ’ b y  
to  se e  t h e r e 's  f a i r  p l a y . ”

“ T h a t ' s  a  l i e , ”  B i l l  s a id .
N o w  a  f o u r t h  p e r s o n  m o v e d  in t o  

th e  s t r e e t ,  a n d  B i l l  s a w  t h e  r i f l e  in  
E l i z a b e t h ’s  h a n d s . M ik e  G a r b e r  d id  
n o t  se e  th e  w o m a n  a n d  M i l t  D o ­
m a c a m  h is s e d .  “ B e h in d  y o u ,  b o s s !  
S h e ’s  g o t  a  r i f l e . ”

B i l l  c a l le d ,  “ G o  b a c k ,  E l i z a b e t h . ”  
I f  s h e  h e a r d ,  s h e  g a v e  n o  s ig n .  

D o m a c a m  p u t  t h a t  c r u d e ,  h u n g r y  
lo o k  a g a in s t  h e r ,  a n d  h e  w e t  h i s  l i p s  
a g a in .  B i l l  r e p e a t e d ,  “ G o  b a c k . ”

S h e  s a id ,  “ I ’ l l  t a k e  D o m a c a m , 
B i l l . ”

D o m a c a m  s a id ,  “ I ’ l l  t a k e  y o u r  c a r ­
c a s s  o f f  t h e  s t r e e t ,  w o m a n ! ”  H e  
lo o k e d  a t  M ik e  G a r b e r  a n d  G a r b e r  
w a s  s c o w l i n g ;  a  w o m a n  h a d  u p s e t  a  
t r a p  a n d  i t  h a d  c lo s e d  o n  h im — t h e r e  
w e r e  n o  o d d s  in  h i s  f a v o r  n o w . 

G a r b e r  n o d d e d .

I  E L I Z A B E T H  s h o t  a t  t h a t  m o -  
M m e n t ,  a n d  h e r ' b u l le t  m is s e d .  

D o m a c a m  s n a r le d  s o m e t h in g ,  f o r  a  
w o m a n  h a d  s h o t  a t  h i m ;  t h a t  g a v e  
h im  l i c e n s e  to  s h o o t  i n  r e t u r n .  B i l l  
h a d  t e r r o r  i n  h im ,  d r a in in g  h im ,  a n d  
h e  w e n t  b a c k .

H e  t h o u g h t ,  “ G a r b e r  s h o t  m e .”
H e  w a s  d o w n , a n d  h e  d id n ’ t  k n o w  

h o w  h e  g o t  t h e r e .  B u t  h i s  g u n  w a s  
u p  a c r o s s  h i s  f o r e a r m  a n d  d u s t  
s t a b b e d  u p  a n d  h id  h i s  f r o n t  s ig h t .

H e  f o u n d  M ik e  G a r b e r ,  a n d  h e  r e ­
m e m b e r e d  s h o o t in g  t w i c e .  H e  r e ­
m e m b e r e d  G a r b e r  w a l k i n g  a h e a d , 
p i s t o l  h a n g in g  f r o m  h i s  f i n g e r s ,  a n d  
h e  r e m e m b e r e d  M ik e  G a r b e r  s c r e a m -  
i n y ,  “ N o — n o  m o r e — I ’m — ”

T h e n  d u s t  c h o k e d  G a r b e r ,  f o r  h e  
l a y  o n  h i s  m o u t h . A n d  B i l l  r e a l i z e d  
t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  n o  m o r e  s h o t s .  H e  
g o t  to  h i s  h a n d s  a n d  k n e e s ,  s i c k  i n ­
s id e ,  a n d  h e  lo o k e d  to  w h e r e  M i l t  
D o m a c a m  h a d  s t o o d . D o m a c a m  w a s  
t h e r e ,  b u t  h e  w a s  n o t  s t a n d in g ;  h e  
w a s  s i t t i n g  d o w n  a n d  s c r e a m in g  in  
f e a r .  H i s  g u n  l a y  a b o u t  t e n  f e e t  
a w a y  a n d  E l i z a b e t h  w a s  w a l k i n g  
d o w n  o n  h im ,  h e r  r i f l e  o n  h im .

“ Y o u  d i r t y ,  d i r t y  h o g ! ”
B i l l  s a id ,  “ D o n ’ t  k i l l  h im .”
T h e  w o m a n  t u r n e d  a n d  s a id ,  “ Y o u  

a l l  r i g h t ,  B i l l ? ”  T h e  Q u e s t io n  
s e e m e d  o u t  o f  p la c e .  B i l l  g o t  to  h is  
f e e t  a n d  s a id ,  “ L o o k ,  I  c a n  s t a n d .”  

S h e  w e n t  d o w n  t h e n ,  l i k e  a  la s s -  
r o p e  h a d  c a u g h t  h e r  a n k le s ,  a n d  
p u l le d  h e r  f e e t  o u r  f r o m  u n d e r  h e r .  
A n d  o n ly  t h e n  d id  M i l t  D o m a c a m  
s t o p p e d  s c r e a m in g .  B i l l  w a s  b e s id e  
h e r ,  h i s  b r o k e n  r ib s  f o r g o t t e n ,  a n d  
o n l y  w h e n  t h e  m e d ic o  s a id ,  “ S h e ’s  
j u s t  f a i n t e d , ”  d id  h e  f e e l  h i s  o w n  
p a in .

H e  t u r n e d  a n d  s t u m b le d  t o w a r d  
t h e  m e d ic o ’s  o f f i c e .  L a w y e r  W i l d e  
c a u g h t  h im  a n d  s a id ,  “ I ’ l l  t a k e  t h a t  
c a s e , B i l l , ”  a n d  B i l l  s a id ,  “ G e t  o u t  
o f  m y  w a y . ”  B u t  W i l d e  s t i l l  h e ld  
h im  a n d  h e lp e d  h im  o n  t h e  d o c ’s 
t a b le .

S h e r i f f  M y e r s  s a id ,  “ I ’m  r e s ig n in ’ 
m y  o f f i c e  a n ’ l e a v in ’ t o w n .”

W i l d e  s n a p p e d , “ G o o d  d e a l .  M a k e  
t r a c k s . ”

B i l l  l a id  b a c k ,  h a n d s  c la s p e d  b e ­
h in d  h i s  h e a d . D o c  c a m e  i n  a n d  s a id ,  
“ G a r b e r  i s  d e a d ,”  a n d  h e  a d d e d , 
“ M i l t  D o m a c a m  h a s  a  b r o k e n  le g . 
T h e y  t o t e d  h im  to  t h e  h o t e l  f o r  b e d . 
N o w  y o u ,  B i l l ? ”

“ M y  r ib s .  B r o k e n ,  I  t h i n k . ”
D o c  p ro b e d .
" W h e r e ’ s E l i z a b e t h ? ”
“ I  k e p t  h e r  o u t s id e .”  D o c  s t u d ie d  

h im . “ Y o u  w a n t  h e r  i n  h e r e ? ”
“ I ’ d  s u r e  a p p r e c ia t e  i t , ”  L a n g s t o n  

s a id .
T H E  E N D
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Andy Irons tried to tell himself 
th<*.t he wasn’t interested in the 
Kitcham girl■ But Andy’s part­
ner, old John High Eagle, knew 
better. And the red man was de­
termined to help his paleface 
brother, even against Andy's 

will!

r e p  H E  M O M E N T  t h a t  A n d y  
I g  I r o n s  ro d e  o u t  o f  th e  t im b e r  

-■**- a h e a d  o f  h is  m e a t - la d e n , p a c k  
s t r i n g  a n d  s a w  th e  y e l lo w - h a i r e d  g i r l  
d o w n  in  th e  s u n n y  c le a r in g ,  h e  k n e w  
t h a t  h e  h a d  e n d e d  h is  f r e e  l i f e  a s  a 
m o u n t a in  h u n t e r  a n d  t r a d e r .

S h e  w a s  b e n d in g  o v e r  a  c a m p  f i r e  
in  f r o n t  o f  a  h a l f - b u i l t  s o d  h o u s e , 
b u s y  w i t h  f r y i n g  p a n s  a n d  d u t c h  
o v e n s . T h e  s o f t  m o u n t a in  w in d  c a r ­
r ie d  a  f r a g r a n t  o d o r  o f  f r e s h  b i s c u i t s  
b a k in g ,  th e  s o r t  a  m a n  n e v e r  g o t  in  
a  h ig h  c o u n t r y  h u n t in g  c a m p .

A n d y  f r o w n e d ,  c h e c k in g  h i s  s p o t ­
te d  p o n y  o n  th e  e d g e  o f  a  f i e ld  o f  
g o ld e n  s t u b b le  b e t o k e n in g  a  g r a in  
c r o p  l a t e l y  h a r v e s t e d .  H o m e - c o o k e d  
fo o d  w a s  j u s t  a n o t h e r  b a i t  to  lu r e  a  
m o u n t a in  m a n  in t o  a  t r a p .  L u r e s  l i k e  
b lu e  e y e s ,  a n d  h a i r  t h a t  g le a m e d  u n ­
d e r  th e  W y o m in g  s u n  l i k e  a  B l a c k  
H i l l s  n u g g e t ,  l i t h e  lo n g - l im b e d  g r a c e  
o u t l in e d  b y  a  w in d  w h ip p e d  g o w n  o f  
f a d e d  b lu e .

H e  d id n ’t  w i s h  to  t a l k  to  t h i s  E l -  
m i r y  K i t c h a m  a g a i n ; h e  h a d  b e e n  
w a r y  a s  a  w o l f  a f t e r  th e  f i r s t  m e e t ­
in g ,  th e  m o n t h  b e f o r e ,  w h e n  h e  h e a d ­
e d  w i t h  o ld  J o h n  in t o  th e  B i g  H o r n s .  
H e r  f a t h e r  h a d  m o v e d  in  h e r e  w i t h  
h i s  s lo w  o x e n  a f t e r  h o s t i l e  I n d i a n s  
h a d  b e e n  p e n n e d  o n  d is t a n t  r e s e r v a ­
t io n s .  H e  h a d  d r i v e n  h i s  h o m e s te a d

s t a k e s  a r o u n d  t h i s  l a n d  w h ic h  A n d y  
a n d  J o h n  h a d  o c c u p ie d  a s  a  s n u g  
w in t e r  C2m p . O ld  K i t c h a m  h a d  p l a i n ­
l y  i n d ic a t e d  to  t h e  e a s y - g o in g  m o u n ­
t a in  m e n  t h a t  h e  r e g a r d e d  t h e i r  s o r t  
a s  lo a f e r s  a n d  n e ’e r - d o - w e l l s .  T h e y  
w o u ld n ’ t  s e t t le  d o w n  a n d  d r i v e  t h e i r  
s t a k e s  l i k e  h o n e s t  p lo w m e n ; t h e y  
w e r e  a l l  h ig h  l i v e r s  w h e n  t h e y  h a d  
m o n e y  in  t h e i r  p o k e s ,  a s  g r e a t  a 
m e n a c e  to  w o m e n  a s  to  w i l d  g a m e .

A n d y  d id n ' t  f e a r  o ld  K i t c h a m  n o r  
r e s e n t  th e  lo s s  o f  h i s  w in t e r  c a m p . 
U p  in  th e  h i l l s  h e  h a d  la id  v a s t  p la n s  
w i t h  o ld  J o h n  f o r  a  w’ i n t e r  h u n t  on 
t h e  u p p e r  Y e l lo w s t o n e  a s  t h i s  c o u n ­
t r y  se e m e d  to  b e  c r a w l i n g  o v e r  w i t h  
s e t t le r s .  B u t  h e  c o u ld n ’ t  f o r g e t  th e  
b lu e  e y e s  a n d  y e l lo w  h a i r  o f  E l m i r a  
a s  h e  s a t  in  t h e  e v e n in g  b y  h i s  c a m p  
f i r e .  A n d  h e  k n e w ,  a s  h e  c r o s s e d  th e  
c le a r in g  t o w a r d  t h e  b o u n d a r y  s t a k e -  
a n d - r id e r  f e n c e  a lo n g  th e  ' c r e e k  
w h e r e  a n  o ld  b e l le d  m i l k  c o w  g r a z e d ,  
t h a t  i f  h e  d id n ’ t  h u r r y  o n , l i k e l y  
t h e r e 'd  b e  n o  w in t e r i n g  o n  th e  Y e l ­
lo w s t o n e .

H e a r in g  th e  s o f t  c r u n c h  o f  h o o f s  
in  t h e  s t u b b le ,  th e  g i r l  s t o o d  u p  b y  
th e  f i r e  a n d  s h a d e d  h e r  e y e s  w i t h  
h e r  h a n d . S h e  d id n ’ t  c a l l  o u t  b u t  
A n d y  h a l t e d  h i s  h o r s e  a s  t h o u g h  s h e  
h a d  p u t  a  b u l le t  t h r o u g h  i t .

O ld  J o h n ,  r i d i n g  a lo n g  a t  th e  r e a r  
o f  th e  p a c k  t r a i n ,  t h r o w in g  r o c k s  a t  
l a g g a r d s ,  c o u ld  r e a d  s ig n  a s  w e l l  a s  
a n y  C r o w  w h o  l i v e d  in  t h e  B i g  H o r n  
c o u n t r y .  H i s  b la c k  e y e s  f la s h e d  a n ­
g r i l y  a s  h e  s a w  h i s  y o u n g  p a r t n e r
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f l i n g  u p  h i s  r i g h t  h a n d  in  th e  h a l t  
s ig n a l .

" W e ’ l l  d r o p  o f f  a  h a u n c h  o f  e l k  f o r  
t h e s e  K i t c h a m s , ”  A n d y  c a l le d .  " O l d  
m a n ’s  so  b u s y  w i t h  h i s  c r o p ,  l i k e l y  
h e  a in ' t  t a k e n  t im e  o f f  f o r  a  h u n t . "

“ K i t c h a m  s a y  l a s t  t im e  w e  g o  b y  
h e  n o  l i k e  I n j u n s  o r  w h i t e s  w h o  t r a i l  
w i t h  ’ e m ,”  J o h n  w a r n e d .  “ S u n  s t a n d -  
i n ’ n e a r  n o o n . P r e t t y  h o t  to o . M e b b e  
m e a t  s p o i l  w e  h a n g  a r o u n d . B e t t e r  
h u s t le  d o w n  to  f o r t . ”

•r"j O H M  h a d  p a in t e d  h im s e l f  u p  
a n d  h i s  b la c k  b u f f a lo  h o r s e  f o r  

th e  t r iu m p h a n t  r e t u r n  to  th e  n e w  f o r t  
o n  th e  P i n e y .  A f t e r  th e  d e a l in g  w i t h  
th e  t r a d e r ,  t h e  p a r t n e r s  w o u ld  e n ­
j o y  a  l e i s u r e l y  s p r e e ,  t h e n  s t o c k  u p  
f o r  th e  Y e l lo w s t o n e  h u n t .  T h i s  h a l t  
b y  A n d y  r e v i v e d  a l l  th e  s u s p ic io n s  
J o h n  h a d  e n t e r t a in e d  i n  t h e  h ig h  
c o u n t r y  o f  w h a t  h a d  c o m e  o v e r  h i s  
y o u n g  p a r t n e r  s in c e  A n d y  h a d  la id  
e y e s  o n  t h e  g i r l .

" C o m e  o n ,”  A n d y  s a id  c h e e r f u l l y .  
“ I  s m e l l  h o t  b i s c u i t s  o n  t h e  w in d .  
Y o u  e v e r  t h r o w  a  l i p  o v e r  a  h o m e -  
c o o k e d  b i s c u i t ,  J o h n ?  B e a t s  th e  b a i t  
y o u  a n d  m e  b e e n  e a t in ’ f o r  t h e  l a s t  
m o n t h .”

J o h n  g r u n t e d  b u t  h e  t u r n e d  th e  
p a c k  s t r i n g  a n d  f o l lo w e d  A n d y  t o ­
w a r d  t h e  s o d d y .  T h e y  h a d  g o n e  
t h r o u g h  p e r i l  t o g e t h e r  d u r in g  th e  
y e a r s  t h e y  r o v e d  t h e  m o u n t a in s  b e ­
f o r e  t h e  s e t t le r s  c a m e  in .  T h e y  h a d  
k i l l e d  t h e i r  b u f f a lo ,  t r a p p e d  t h e i r  
b e a v e r ,  s to o d  o f f  r o v in g  S io u x  a n d  
A r a p a h o e s ;  i t  d id n ' t  s e e m  t h a t  a n y ­
t h in g  w o u ld  b r e a k  u p  t h e i r  p a r t n e r ­
s h ip  u n t i l  K i t ; : h a m  m o v e d  in  to  th e  
c le a r in g  w i t h  h is  d a u g h t e r .

“ Y e l l o w  h a i r  h e a p  b a d  m e d ic in e  
f o r  m o u n t a in  m a n ,”  J o h n  g r o w le d ,  
a n d  t h r e w  a r o c k  a t  a  p a c k  h o r s e  so  
s h a r p ly  c h a t th e  s t a r t l e d  a n im a l  
b r o k e  in t o  a  g a l lo p .  “ M e b b e  w in t e r  
h u n t  a l l  b lo w e d  u p ! ”

A s  A n d y  ro d e  t o w a r d  t h e  g i r l ,  h e  
c o u ld  h e a r  th e  r in g  o f  a n  a x e  i n  th e  
p in e r y  a b o v e  t h e  c le a r in g .  L o g s  w e r e  
p i le d  a t  th e  e n d  o f  th e  s o d d y  a p p a r ­
e n t l y  to  r e p a i r  t h e  r o o f  w h ic h  h a d  
c a v e d  in .  A n d y  f r o w n e d .  H e  h a d  
b u i l t  t h e  s o d d y  b u t  d e s e r t e d  i t  w h e n  
a  w a r m  c h in o o k  w in d  s u d d e n ly  
m e lt e d  h e a v y  m id w in t e r  s n o w  c a u s ­

in g  th e  d i r t  r o o f  to  c o l la p s e .  S o d d y s  
w e r e  a l l  r i g h t  f o r  th e  g r e a t  p la in s  
w h e r e  s n o w  d id n ' t  d r i f t  s o  v i o l e n t l y  
a s  in  th e  m o u n t a in s .  B u t  u p  h e r e ,  
s e t t le r s  r e q u ir e d  t i g h t  lo g  c a b in s  o r  
t h e y  w o u ld  f r e e z e  u p  b e fo r e  s p r in g .

C h e c k in g  h i s  h o r s e , h e  r e a c h e d  
f o r  h i s  t a t t e r e d  h a t .  H e  h a d  s c o r c h e d  
a n d  b r o k e n  th e  b r im - f a n n in g  f i r e s .  
H i s  b u c k s k in s  w e r e  w e a t h e r - s t a in e d ,  
a n d  c o c k le  b u r r s  c lu n g  to  th e  t h r u m s  
t h a t  e d g e d  h i s  s h o u ld e r s  a n d  s le e v e s . 
H i s  h a i r ,  c o a r s e  a n d  b la c k  a s  h is  
p o n y ’s m a n e , h u n g  to  h is  c o l l a r .  H i s  
e y e s  lo o k e d  a lm o s t  w h i t e  in  a  f a c e d  
t a n n e d  a s  b ro w n  a s  h is  s a d d le .

“ S to p p e d  b y , ”  s a id  A n d y  g r u f f l y ,  
f o r  h e  f o u n d  s p e e c h  d i f f i c u l t ,  “ to  
d r o p  o f f  s o m e  f r e s h  m e a t  f o r  y o u . 
F ig u r e d  y o u r  f a t h e r  w a s  so  b u s y  
w i t h  h is  o a ts  h e  w o u ld n ’ t  h a v e  t im e  
f o r  a  h u n t . ”

T h e  K i t c h a m  g i r l  w a s n ' t  p r e t t y .  
T h e  s u n  a n d  s t o r m s  o f  a  s u m m e r  o n  
t h e  f r o n t i e r  h a d  r e d d e n e d  h e r  f a c e  
a n d  p a r c h e d  h e r  l i p s .  H e r  g o w n  w a s  
p a t c h e d , a n d  fa d e d  f r o m  o u td o o r  
w o r k ;  b u t  s h e  w a s  l i t h e l y  b u i l t  a n d  
s p r in g y  o n  h e r  f e e t  a s  a n  a n t e lo p e .

S h e  r a n  th e  b lu e  e y e s  w h ic h  h a d  
b o t h e re d  th e  m o u n t a in  m a n  o v e r  
A n d y  i n  h is  g r e a s y  b u c k s k in s ,  th e  
c a v a lc a d e  o f  h ip - s lo u c h e d  p o n ie s ,  th e  
o ld  I n d i a n  o n  th e  b u f f a lo  h o r s e . 
W i t h  p a r t e d  l i p s ,  sh e  p o n d e r e d  h e r  
n e x t  m o v e  r e m e m b e r in g  t h a t  h e r  
f a t h e r  b e l ie y e d  a  g o o d  In d i a n  w a s  a 
d e a d  o n e  a n d  p a le - f a c e s  w h o  t r a v ­
e l le d  w i t h  th e m  w e r e  n o t  a n y  b e t to r .

S h e  h a d n ’ t  b e e n  lo n g  in  th e  w e s t  
b u t  s h e  h a d  le a r n e d  th e  f r o n t i e r  l a w  
o f  h o s p i t a l i t y .  L o w e r in g  h e r  e y e s ,  
s h e  w ip e d  s o o t  o f f  h e r  h a n d s  w i t h  
r a g g e d  a p r o n  a n d  s a id  s h y l y  to  
A n d y ,  “ T h a n k s  f o r  th e  m e a t . P a w  
h a s n ' t  h a d  m u c h  t im e  f o r  h u n t in g .  
J u s t  f l a i l e d  o u t  h is  o a ts . H e ’ l l  b e  
d o w n  f o r  d in n e r  so o n  w i t h  R e d  P e l -  
k e y .  Y o u ' l l  e a t  w i t h  u s ? ”

T h e  w a y  a  g i r l  lo w e r e d  h e r  e y e s  
a n d  s p o k e  so  s o f t l y  s h o u ld  n o t  t h i c k ­
e n  a m a n ’s  to n g u e  a n d  p u t  a  s t r a n g e  
l ig h t n e s s  in  h is  b r a in .  S u d d e n ly  
A n d y  f e l t  b a f f l e d  b y  th e  K i t c h a m  
g i r l  a n d  c u r i o u s l y  a n g r y  w i t h  h e r . 
H e  d id n ’ t  w i s h  to  t a l k  w i t h  h e r ;  
h e  w a n t e d  to  t u r n  h is  p o n y  a n d  r id e  
a w a y  f r o m  t h e  c le a r in g  w h i l e  t im e  
r e m a in e d . B u t  h e  h a d  o f f e r e d  m e a t .
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He swung and called back to John 
High Eagle.

“ Open a kyack and cut o ff a 
haunch of elk. Hang it up in that 
tree where it’ll be above fly line.”

A S JOHN got o ff his buffalo 
horse, a yoke of oxen trudged 

around a corner of the soddy. A 
squatty-built old man—Red Pelkey— 
followed, urging on the patient 
beasts with a hickory goad. A tall 
fellow, in a bright red blanket coat, 
trailed after the huge log which the 
oxen were dragging, whistling merri­
ly, toting a broad-axe over his shoul­
der.

“ You and your Injun friend back 
again?” questioned the old ox-goad- 
er. Heavy gray beard masked his 
hard cheeks. His small brown eyes 
gleamed with a red light beneath 
bristling brows.

“Headin’ for the fort. Got more 
than enough meat. Droppin’ some 
off for you, Kitcham,” answered 
Andy.

“ I got money to pay for the meat 
since I sold my oats to the sol­
diers. Before that Injun hangs it up 
in the tree, name your price. I ain’t 
anxious to pay too much for it. I 
can get along on salt horse and the 
like until I get time for a hunt.” 

“ Paw,” the girl flashed out, turn­
ing on her father, "he’s giving us 
the meat, not asking pay for it. I 
think it’* right nice of him. I'm 
powerful tired of salt meat and fat 
bacon. I could do with a right nice 
elk steak. I ’ve invited Andy and his 
friend to eat dinner with us.”

“ So you’re even callin’ him by 
his first name now?” Kitcham 
growled angrily. He turned and 
gave the girl a push with his broad 
hand. “ Get inside the soddy,” he 
commanded. “ Quit your pesterin’ 
around after these young bucks who 
ride with Injuns. I ’ve told you often 
they don’t mean you no good. Go 
on inside now!”

“ Paw!” she cried out, backing 
away from his threatening hand. 
“You ought to be ashamed of your­
self, talkin’ that way. Andy’s been 
right polite to me. ’Course we only 
met twice.”

“ Shut up, Ehniry!” roared Kit­

cham, taking a step toward her. "I 
told youl Get into that soddy!”

Andy came o ff his pony in a flash. 
He reached toward the haft of his 
long hunting knife which hung 
from his belt in a beaded holster. 
“ Take your hands o ff that g irl!” 
he spat out.

Old Kitcham faced him, pop- 
eyed with amazement. He raised the 
heavy ox goad.

“ That girl’s my own daughter!” 
he roared. “ W ho are you to be in­
terferin’ with us? Get o ff  my land 
with your red Injun friend! Get— 
before I bust open your head with 
my ox goad!”

Andy felt the swift rage which 
had gripped him, drain away as he 
faced Kitcham. He allowed the half- 
bared knife to drop down into its 
holster. The girl had covered her 
face with a corner of her apron and 
was weeping softly. Red Pelkey, 
resting his axe against the soddy 
wall, stepped to her and placed an 
arm around her shoulders.

It appeared to Andy that her 
pliant body in the blue gown re­
sponded instantly to Pelkey’s caress. 
Kitchan spoke the truth; Andy had 
exceeded his rights. I f  she needed 
defense, let Red Pekley undertake it. 
He shrugged and reached for his 
stirrup.

A S HE swung into his saddle, he 
saw that John High Eagle was 

hanging the haunch o f elk from a 
low limb in the small pine which 
shaded one end o f the soddy. “ Come 
on, John,”  he called. “ Let’s hit the 
trail!”

“Take your meat with you !”  
snarled Kitcham. “ I don’t want to be 
beholden to you. I ’ve plowed my 
ground and sold my oats an’ don’t 
need charity. I haven’t wasted my 
time loafin’ around in the hills all 
summer!”

“You’re usin’ the logs me and 
High Eagle cut out a year ago for 
a winter cabin,” Andy retorted. 
“ But you’re welcome to ’em. A l­
though I ’d go ahead and build a 
real cabin that would turn winter 
weather instead of foolin’ around 
with that caved in soddy.”
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“ L o g s  w a s  c u t  o n  g o v e r ’m e n t  la n d  
t h a t  I  t o o k  u p ;  t h e y  b e lo n g  to  m e . 
I f  I  f ig u r e d  I  O w e d  y o u  f o r  ’ e m , I ’d  
s h e l l  o u t .  B u t  I  d o n ’ t !  C a l l  y o u r  
ta m e  I n j u n  a n ’ d r i f t ! ”

“ C o m e  o n , J o h n ! ”  s a id  A n d y .  “ H e  
d o n ’t  w a n t  t h e  m e a t ! ”

B u t  J o h n  H i g h  E a g l e  la s h e d  th e  
e l k  m e a t  to  th e  t r e e .  H e  s t e p p e d  o v e r  
to  h is  b la c k  b u f f a lo  h o r s e  a n d  p ic k e d  
u p  th e  t r a i l i n g  r e in s .  H e  g r u n t e d  to  
K i t c h a m ,  “ Y o u  h e a p  g o o d  t r a d e r ,  I  
h e a r .  Y o u  l i k e  t r a d e  f o r  t h i s  p o n y ? ”  

K i t c h a m ’ s  e y e s  g l i s t e n e d  a s  h e  
lo o k e d  a t  t h e  h o r s e . H e  k n e w  a  f in e  
a n im a l  w h e n  h e  s a w  o n e . B u t  h e  
a n s w e r e d  a n g r i l y ,  “ A l l  I  n e e d  a  
h o r s e  f o r  i s  t r i p s  to  t h e  f o r t .  I  g o t  
n o t h in ’ to  t r a d e  t h a t  a n  I n j u n  w o u ld  
w a n t . ”  H e  s c r a t c h e d  h i s  b e a rd  th e n  
r e a c h e d  in s id e  th e  s o d d y  d o o r w a y .  
H e  d r e w  o u t  a  h e a v y  s in g le - s h o t  
a r m y  m u s k e t .  “ M a y b e  y o u  t r a d e  
h o r s e  f o r  g u n ,”  h e  s a id .

“ G o t  p le n t y  g u n ,”  s a id  J o h n  
H i g h  E a g l e .  H e  o p e n e d  th e  b e a d e d  
w a i s t  p o u c h  w h e r e  h e  c a r r i e d  h i s  b ig  
m e d ic in e  a n d  h i s  r e d  s a n d s t o n e  p ip e . 
H e  t o o k  o u t  a  h a n d f u l  o f  g l i s t e n in g  
c o lo r e d  b e a d s . “ T h e s e  f o r  b o o t !”  h e  
w e n t  o n .

“ H o r s e  a n d  b e a d s ? ”  a s k e d  K i t c h a m .  
“ B u t  w h a t  f o r ? ”

“ Y e l lo w - h a i r e d  w o m a n ! ”
K i t c h a m  s t o o d  a m a z e d , s m a l l  e y e s  

r o u n d  a n d  h a r d  a s  b a l l s  o f  b e e f  
s u e t .  T h e n  h i s  f a c e  t u r n e d  b lo o d  
r e d  a b o v e  t h e  g r i z z le d  c h e e k  l in e  
o f  h i s  r a g g e d  b e a rd . H e  t o o k  a  s t e p  
t o w a r d  t h e  I n d i a n ,  s w in g in g  th e  
m u s k e t  b y  i t s  b a r r e l .  T h e  s t o c k  
w o u ld  h a v e  s t r u c k  H i g h  E a g l e ’ s 
h e a d  i f  t h e  m a n  h a d n 't  d o d g e d  th e  
b lo w  a n d  le a p e d  b a c k w a r d  t o w a r d  
h is  b u f f a lo  h o r s e .

“ I n s u l t i n ’ m e !”  r o a r e d  K i t c h a m .  
“ W a n t in ’ t o  t r a d e  a  h o r s e  f o r  m y  
d a u g h t e r !  T r y i n ’ to  g e t  a  w h i t e  g i r l  
f o r  h i s  t e p e e !”

“ N o t  m y  t e p e e ! ”  H i g h  E a g l e  s a id  
b e t w e e n  h i s  t e e t h .  H e  h a d  w h ip p e d  
o u t  h i s  k n i f e  a n d  p la n t e d  h im s e l f  b y  
h i s  h o r s e  d a r in g  th e  s e t t le r  to  a d ­
v a n c e  o n  h im . " N o t  f o r  m y  t e p e e ! 
W a n t  y e l lo w - h a i r e d  w o m a n  f o r  
A n d y .  H e  h e a p  s i c k  f o r  w o m a n . 
W a n t  to  b u i ld  h i s  o w n  t e p e e !  N o  
g o o d  f o r  h u n t  a n y  m o r e . C a n ’ t  h i t

a n y t h in g .  T h i n k  a l l  t im e  a b o u t  w o m ­
a n . Heap sick V

A s t o u n d e d ,  A n d y  s h o u t e d  to  H i g h  
E a g l e .  “ G e t  o n  y o u r  f o o l  p o n y ! ”

H e  h e a r d  t h e  lo u d  l a u g h t e r  o f  R e d  
P e l k e y ,  s a w  t h a t  t h e  g i r l  h a d  
d ro p p e d  h e r  a p r o n  a n d  w a s  lo o k in g  
a t  h im . S o  H i g h  E a g l e  h a d  k n o w n  
a l l  a lo n g  w h y  h e  w a s  o f f  h i s  fe e d  
i n  t h e  h i l l s .  H e  f e l t  s h a m e d  a n d  b e ­
w i ld e r e d .

“ Y o u  p u t  t h e  I n j u n  u p  to  t h i s ! ”  
s h o u t e d  o ld  K i t c h a m .  “ A l l  t h i s  s o f t  
t a l k  a n d  m e a t  g i v i n ’ w a s  j u s t  to  c o r ­
n e r  u p  m y  d a u g h t e r ! "

A n d y  p u t  b o th  h a n d s  o n  h i s  s a d ­
d le  h o r n  f o r  t h e y  w e r e  s h a k i n g ;  h e  
d id n ' t  w i s h  to  r e v e a l  th e  r a g e  t h a t  
w a s  b u r n in g  h im . B u t  h e  d a r e d  n o t  
lo o k  a t  t h e  g i r l  o r  P e l k e y .

H e  g a v e  K i t c h a m  a  f l a t  h a r d  a n ­
s w e r .  “ I  d o n ’ t  w a n t  t h e  g i r l . ”  H e  
t u r n e d  h i s  h o r s e  t o w a r d  t h e  c r o s s ­
in g .

“ T a k e  a lo n g  y o u r  d a n g e d  m e a t ! ”  
K i t c h a m  r o a r e d .

“ E a t  i t  o r  l e t  i t  r o t ! "  A n d y  f i r e d  
b a c k  o v e r  h i s  s h o u ld e r  a s  h i s  h o r s e  
s p la s h e d  in t o  t h e  f o r d .

H e  w a s  u p  a m o n g  t h e  lo d g e - p o le  
p in e s  r i d i n g  d o w n  t h e  v a l l e y  t r a i l  
b e f o r e  h e  h e a r d  o ld  J o h n  d r i v i n g  t h e  
p a c k  s t r i n g  a c r o s s  t h e  c r e e k .  H e  
d id n t  h ’a l t  f o r  a  f r i e n d l y  p o w  w o w ;  
t h e  l a u g h t e r  o f  R e d  P e l k e y  s t i l l  r a n g  
in  h i s  e a r s .  B u t  h e  h a d  m a s t e r e d  
h is  w r a t h  b y  t h e  t im e  h e  rp d e  in t o  
a  g r a s s y  c le a r in g  a  s h o r t  d is t a n c e  o f f  
t h e  t r a i l  a b o v e  t h e  p o s t  t r a d e r ’ s 
s t o r e .  A  m a n  s h o u ld n ' t  l e t  h im s e l f  
g o  o v e r  a  f o o l  s e t t l e r  a n d  h i s  d a u g h ­
t e r .

ME  M E T  H i g h  E a g l e  w i t h  a  
t w i s t e d  s m i le  o n  h is  f a c e . 

“ W e ’ l l  c a m p  h e r e .  P l e n t y  w o o d  
a n d  w a t e r .  I ’ l l  t a k e  th e  m e a t  d o w n  
to  th e  t r a d e r  w h i l e  y o u  f i x  t h in g s  
u p  f o r  t h e  n ig h t .  C o m e  d a y b r e a k ,  
w e ’ re  h e a d in '  n o r t h  to  th e  u p p e r  
Y e l lo w s t o n e .  T h e r e ,  w e ’ l l  h o le  in  
f o r  a  g o o d  w in t e r  h u n t . ”

H i g h  E a g l e ’ s  e y e s  b r ig h t e n e d ; 
t h e n  h e  s h o o k  h i s  h e a d  g lu m ly .  H e  
s a t  d o w n  a n d  t o o k  h i s  r e d  s t o n e  p ip e  
f r o m  h i s  b e l t  p o u c h . I t  h a d  b e e n  
th e  p a r t n e r s ’ c u s t o m  to  smoke o v e r  
so m e  im p o r t a n t  p la n .  “ Y o u  n o  g o  to
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Y e l lo w s t o n e , ”  s a id  J o h n ,  s h a k in g  h is  
h e a d .

“ W h y  n o t ? ”
“ Y o u  g o in ’ b a c k  to  w o m a n  w i t h  

y e l lo w  h a i r . ”
A n d y ’s  r a g e  b u r n e d  a n e w . “ N o t  

m u c h . I ’ l l  b u y  o u r  g r u b s t a k e  f r o m  
th e  t r a d e r .  W e ’ l l  p i c k  i t  u p  w h e n  
w e  g o  b y  in  t h e  m o r n in g . ”

J o h n  p u t  a w a y  th e  p ip e .  H e  a ro s e  
s l o w l y  a n d  f a c e d  h i s  p a r t n e r .  “ M a y ­
b e  y o u  h e a p  m a d  w i t h  m e ,”  h e  s a id .  
“ O ld  m a n  g e t  m a d . E v e r y b o d y  g e t  
m a d  a b o u t  t r a d e  f o r  w o m a n  w i t h  
y e l lo w  h a i r . ”  H e  g r u n t e d .  “ B u f f a l o  
h o r s e  w o r t h  m a y b e  t h r e e — f o u r  w o m ­
a n .”

“ N o b o d y ’s  m a d  a t  y o u ,  J o h n .  T h e  
o ld  m a n  d id n ’ t  sa b e  t h a t  w a r r io r s  
t r a d e  g o o d  h o r s e s  f o r  w i v e s . ”

“ S o m e t h in ’ w r o n g  w i t h  y o u .  C a n ’ t  
s h o o t ,  n o  e a t ,  s t a y  a w a k e .  Y o u  h e a p  
s i c k ;  y o u  w a n t  w o m a n  w i t h  y e l lo w  
h a i r .  Y o u  g o  b a c k . H u n t  o n  Y e l l o w ­
s t o n e  a l l  o f f  J”

A n d y  m o u n te d  a n d  g a l lo p e d  a w a y  
f r o m  c a m p . H e  s h o o k  th e  p a c k  
p o n ie s  in t o  a  h a r d  g a l lo p .  H e  w a s  
s h o r t  w i t h  th e  g e n ia l  t r a d e r  w h e n  
h e  s o ld  th e  m e a t  a n d  t u r n e d  i n  h i s  
l i s t  o f  s u p p l ie s .  “ I ’ l l  p i c k  ’e m  u p  in  
th e  m o r n in g , ”  h e  s a id .  “ G o in g  to  
t h e  Y e l lo w s t o n e . ”

“ W a t c h  y o u r  h a i r ,  A n d y .  T h e r e ’ s 
r e p o r t s  o n  r e n e g a d e s  r a i d i n ’ a lo n g  
t h e  h i l l s .  S o m e  o f  t h e s e  s e t t le r s  h a v e  
b e e n  ro b b e d . A  h o m e s t e a d e r  w a s  
s c a lp e d  l a s t  w e e k  d o w n  a t  th e  e n d  
o f  th e  m o u n t a in .”

“ W h a t ’s  a  s e t t le r  g o t  t h a t  w o u ld  
in t e r e s t  r e n e g a d e s ? ’

T h e  t r a d e r  c l i n k e d  c o in s  i n  a  b u c k ­
s k i n  p o k e . “ G o l d ! T h e  f i r s t  c r o p s  
o f  o a t s  a n d  h a y  a n d  g a r d e n  s a s s  a r e  
f e t c h in g  b ig  p r i c e s .  O ld  M a n  K i t -  
c h a m  f r e ig h t e d  h is  c r o p  in  a  c o u p le  
d a y s  a g o  a n d  t o o k  a r o u n d  a  t h o u ­
s a n d  d o l la r s  b a c k  h o m e .”  T h e  t r a d ­
e r  w in k e d .  " T im e  y o u  w a s  s e t t l i n ’ 
d o w n . K i t c h a m ,  t h e y  s a y ,  h a s  a  r ig h t  
p r e t t y  g i r l . ”

“ R e d  P e l k e y  t h in k s  s o . H e ’s  u p

t h e r e  a l l  to g g e d  u p  in  a  f a n c y  c o a t  
l i k e  a  b r id e g r o o m . H e l p i n ’ o ld  K i t ­
c h a m  r o o f  h i s  s o d d y . ”

T h e  t r a d e r  f r o w n e d .  “ N e v e r  h e a rd  
o f  P e l k e y  d o in ’ m u c h  h a r d  w o r k .  H e  
h a n g s  a r o u n d  t h e  p o s t  m o s t l y ,  t r y -  
i n ’ to  c h e a t  s t r a y  I n j u n s  c u t  o f  p e l t s .  
H e  d o n ’ t  a d v e n t u r e  m u c h  in  th e  
t im b e r ;  to o  m a n y  w a r  w h o o p s  a n x ­
io u s  to  c o l le c t  h i s  r e d  h a i r .  S a m e  
g o e s  f o r  h i s  r u n n in g  m a t e ,  L e p a r d . ”

A n d y  t h o u g h t  a b o u t  R e d  P e l k e y  
a n d  h i s  p a r t n e r ,  L e p a r d ,  a s  h e  d ro v e  
th e  p o n ie s  w i t h  t h e i r  e m p t y  k y a c k s  
b a c k  to  t h e  c a m p . P e l k e y  h a d  a l ­
w a y s  b e e n  a  s m o o th  t a l k e r  a n d  t r a d ­
e r  a m o n g  m e n  w h o  d id  n o t  k n o w  
h im . L e t  h im  b i l k  o ld  K i t c h a m  o u t  
o f  h i s  m o n e y . T a k e  t h e  g i r l  i f  h e  so  
d e s ir e d .  A n d y  d id n ’ t  c a r e  n o w ; h e  
w a s  h e a d in g  f o r  t h e  Y e l lo w s t o n e  
in  th e  m o r n in g ,  l i g h t  o f  h e a r t  a n d  
f a n c y  f r e e .

B u t  w h e n  h e  s h o u t e d  f o r  o ld  J o h n ,  
th e  m a n  d id n ’ t  a n s w e r .  N o r  d id  a  
s e a r c h  o f  th e  c a m p  r e v e a l  a  t r a c e  o f  
J o h n  o r  h i s  b la c k  b u f f a lo  p o n y .  A n d y  
d is c o v e r e d  a  h e e lp r in t  m a d e  b y  a  
m o c c a s in  i n  d a m p  e a r t h  n e a r  th e  
s p r in g  b y  th e  t r a i l .  T h a t  w a s  a l l .

W h e n  h e  k n e l t  a n d  s t u d ie d  th e  
p r i n t ,  h e  c le a r e d  a w a y h a l f - d r ie d  m u d . 
B e n e a t h  h e  s a w  th e  r e d  s t o n e  b o w l  
o f  J o h n ’s  p ip e .  I t  h a d  b e e n  b r o k e n  
o f f  i t s  s t e m , g r o u n d  in t o  th e  e a r t h  
b y  a  m o c c a s in - c la d  h e e l  a s  t h o u g h  
in  b i t t e r  a n g e r .

T h e  p a r t n e r s  h a d  m a d e  a  c e re -  
m o n y  o f  s m o k in g  t h i s  s a c r e d '  p ip e  
w h e n  t h e y  h e ld  a  p o w  w o w  o v e r  
g r a v e  d e c i s io n s .  B u t  A n d y  h a d  h u r ­
r ie d  a w a y ,  a n g e r e d ,  f r o m  t h i s  c a m p ; 
h e  h a d  r e s e n t e d  H i g h  E a g l e ’s  b e l ie f  
t h a t  h e  w o u ld  n o t  g o  f o r  t h e  w in t e r  
h u n t ,  t h a t  h e  w o u ld ,  in s t e a d ,  g o  b a c k  
to  t h e  K i t c h a m  c le a r in g  f o r  t h e  w o m ­
a n  w i t h  th e  y e l lo w  h a i r .

T h e  b r o k e n  p ip e  t h e n  w a s  o ld  
J o h n ’s  w a y  o f  i n f o r m in g  h im  t h a t  
f r i e n d s  h a d  f i n a l l y  p a r t e d .  A n d y  
a ro s e  a n d  b r u s h e d  t h e  d i r t  o f f  h i s  
k n e e s . H e  lo o k e d  a r o u n d  t h e  s i l e n t  
c le a r in g ,  a  s e n s e  o f  v a g u e  a la r m  
t e n s in g  h i s  le a n  f r a m e .  H e  w a s  r e ­
c a l l i n g ,  to o , h o w  H i g h  E a g l e  h a d  r e ­
s e n t e d  t h e  a n g e r  a n d  t h e  la u g h t e r  
t h a t  h a d  m e t  h i s  o f f e r  to  t r a d e  a  v a l ­
u a b le  h o r s e  f o r  t h e  K i t c h a m  g i r l .



78 FAMOUS WESTERN

A  p r o u d  w a r r i o r  l i k e  o ld  J o h n  
m ig h t  r e t u r n  to  s e e k  v e n g e a n c e  o n  
K i t c h a m  a n d  P e l k e y .

A N D Y  S H O O K  o f f  h i s  f e e l i n g  
o f  f e a r  a s  h e  m o u n t e d . L e t  o ld  

K i t c h a m  d e f e n d  h im s e l f  a g a in s t  
J o h n  H i g h  E a g l e ;  i t  w a s  n o n e  o f  
A n d y ' s  c o n c e r n .  O f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  o ld  
m a n  w a s  t h e  g i r l ’ s  f a t h e r .  I t  w o u ld  
b e  h a r d  o n  a n  o r p h a n e d  g i r l  i f  w i n ­
t e r  c a u g h t  h e r  i n  t h e  s n o w - b o u n d  
h i l l s  w i t h  o n l y  a  b r o k e n  d o w n  s o d  
h o u s e  f o r  s h e l t e r .  B u t  p e r h a p s  R e d  
P e l k e y  w o u ld  t a k e  h e r  d o w n  to  t h e  
f o r t .  A n d y  c u r l e d  h i s  l i p s .

B u t  s u d d e n ly  h e  d is c o v e r e d  t h a t  
h e  w a s  t u r n i n g  h i s  p o n y  t o w a r d  t h e  
t r a i l  t h a t  le d  u p  t h e  v a l l e y .  T h a t  h e  
w a s n ’t  h a l t i n g  e v e n  to  p u l l  th e  p a c k s  
o f f  t h e  o t h e r  h o r s e s  a n d  h o b b le  th e m  
f o r  t h e  n ig h t ’s  g r a z in g .

T h e n  h e  b e g a n  to  b e l ie v e  t h a t  o ld  
J o h n  h a d  r id d e n  a w a y  f r o m  c a m p  
in  a  h u f f ,  d ro p p e d  t h e  p ip e ,  a n d  
b r o k e n  i t  i n  a  b l i n d  r a g e .

A n d y  r e in e d  d o w n  h i s  h o r s e .  H e  
s a t  h i s  s a d d le ,  s t a r in g  u p  t h e  d im  
t r a i l  t h a t  m e a n d e re d  t h r o u g h  t h e  
d a r k  p in e s .

T h e  p ip e  w a s  s a c r e d  to  H i g h  
E a g l e ;  i t  w a s  p a r t  o f  h i s  b ig  m e d i ­
c in e .  I n d i a n s  s e ld o m  lo s t  t h e  c o n ­
t e n t s  o f  t h e  m e d ic in e  b a g . T h a t  
b r o u g h t  t r i b a l  d i s g r a c e ,  i n  s o m e  
c a s e s ,  e x p u l s io n  f r o m  t h e  t r ib e .

H e  b e g a n  to  t h in k  t h a t  t h e  p ip e  
h a d  b e e n  p la c e d  o n  t h e  g r o u n d , d e ­
l ib e r a t e l y  b r o k e n  b y  a  m o c c a s in e d  
h e e l ,  a s  a  s i g h  f r o m  o n e  p a r t n e r  to  
a n o t h e r  t h a t  a  c a m p  h a d  b e e n  r u d e ­
l y  in v a d e d , a  f r i e n d s h ip  p a r t e d  b y  
f o r c e .

S in c e  h e  h a d n ’t  m e t  J o h n  b e t w e e n  
th e  c a m p  a n d  t h e  t r a d e r ’ s  s t o r e ,  i t  
a p p e a r e d  c e r t a in  t h a t  H i g h  E a g l e  
h a d  g o n e  u p  t h e  v a l l e y  t o w a r d  t h e  
K i t c h a m s .  O ld  J o h n  w a s  le a d in g  h i s  
f r i e n d  b a c k  to  th e  y e l lo w - h a i r e d  
w o m a n .

A n d y  h a l f - w h e e le d  h is  h o r s e ;  h e  
h a d  s w o r n  h e  w o u ld n ’ t  r e t u r n .  S m a l l  
o b je c t s  g l i t t e r e d  w h e r e  a  s t r a y  r a y  
o f  e v e n in g  s u n l i g h t  s la n t e d  d o w n  
o n  a  b e d  o f  p in e  n e e d le s .  A n d y  
r e in e d  d o w n , b e n t  f r o m  h i s  s a d d le .

T h e  o b je c t s  w e r e  c o lo r e d  b e a d s  
f r o m  J o h n ’s  p o u c h , b e a d s  s i m i l a r  to  
th o s e  h e  h a d  o f f e r e d  K i t c h a m  a s

b o o t  in  t h e  p ro p o s e d  t r a d e  f o r  t h e  
g i r l .  T h e y  m a r k e d  a  f o r k  w h e r e  a  
n a r r o w  p a t h  m a d e  b y  d e e r  e n t e r e d  
t h e  m a in  t r a i l .  A h e a d  o f  t h e  f o r k ,  
A n d y  s a w  t h e  f r e s h  t r a c k s  o f  h o r s e s .  
O n e  s e t  o f  p r i n t s  h a d  b e e n  m a d e  b y  
J o h n ’s  b u f f a lo  h o r s e . A n d y  r e c o g ­
n iz e d  th e m  e a s i l y  f o r  h e  h a d  o f t e n  
t r a c k e d  r u n a w a y  p o n ie s  in  th e  m o u n ­
t a in s .  A n o t h e r  r id e r ,  f r o m  th e  s ig n ,  
w a s  w i t h  J o h n ;  h a d  H i g h  E a g l e  e n ­
c o u n t e r e d  a  f r i e n d  w h i l e  A n d y  w a s  
a t  t h e  t r a d e r s  p la c e ?  T h e  l a t t e r  h a d  
w a r n e d  o f  r e n e g a d e s  h a u n t in g  t h e  
h i l l s ,  o f  s e t t l e r s  m u r d e r e d  a n d  
ro b b e d . K i t c h a m  h a d  g o ld  m o n e y  a t  
h i s  p la c e .

T h e  r o b b e r y  o f  K i t c h a m  m ig h t  
s a t i s f y  t h e  w o u n d e d  p r id e  o f  J o h n  
H i g h  E a g le .

B u t  H i g h  E a g l e  w o u ld  n o t  b la z e  
a  t r a i l  w i t h  t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  h i s  m e d i ­
c in e  b a g  t o  g u id e  h i s  p a r t n e r  i f  h e  
p la n n e d  a  r a id .

J o h n  H i g h  E a g l e  h a d  b la z e d  t h e  
t r a i l  b e c a u s e  h e  w a n t e d  A n d y  t o  r e ­
t u r n  to  t h e  K i t c h a m  c l e a r i n g ;  h e  w a s  
a  s t u b b o r n  o ld  m a n  b u t  h e  h a d  s t o o d  
s h o u ld e r  to  s h o u ld e r  w i t h  A n d y  
I r o n s  in  m a n y  a  t i g h t  s p o t .  A n d y  
t o ld  h im s e l f  t h a t  h e  w o u ld  n e v e r  
g o  b a c k  t o  a id  a  g i r l  w h o , a p p a r e n t ­
l y ,  a l r e a d y  h a d  a  p r o t e c t o r .  B u t  h e  
w o u ld  b r e a k  a n y  v o w  to  a n s w e r  t h e  
c a l l  o f  a  f r i e n d .

S o  A n d y  I r o n s  r e t u r n e d  to  t h e  K i t ­
c h a m  c le a r in g  i n  c o ld  b lo o d , a s  h e  
f i r m l y  b e l ie v e d ,  to  s o lv e  t h e  r id d le  
o f  a  t r a i l  b la z e d  w i t h  m e d ic in e  p ip e  
a n d  b e a d s . B u t  d e e p  in  h i s  h e a r t  w a s  
a  w a r m  b e l i e f  t h a t  h e  w o u ld  a g a in  
s e t  e y e s  o n  t h e  g i r l  w i t h  t h e  y e l lo w  
h a i r .

H e  r o d e  c a u t io u s l y ,  d is m o u n t e d  
w h e n  h e  r e a c h e d  t h e  c r o s s in g  a n d  
le d  h i s  p o n y  a c r o s s  t h e  P in e y .  H e  
d r e w  h i s  H e n r y  r i f l e  f r o m  t h e  r a w -  
h id e  s c a b b a r d , a n d  t ie d  t h e  h o r s e  to  
a  s a p l in g  b e f o r e  h e  c r a w le d  t o w a r d  
t h e  s t a k e - a n d - r id e r  f e n c e  t h a t  
b o u n d e d  th e  lo w e r  e d g e  o f  K i t -  
c h a m ’s  p la c e .

S q u i r m in g  u n d e r  t h e  f e n c e ,  h e  
s n a k e d  h i s  w a y  t h r o u g h  t h e  t a n g le  
o f  b r u s h  t h a t  g r e w  a lo n g  t h e  s p l i t  
r a i l s .  N e a r  a t  h a n d  h e  c o u ld  h e a r  
t h e  t i n k l i n g  o f  a  b e l l  w h e r e  t h e  o ld  
m i l k  c o w  g r a z e d . T h e  s u n  w a s  lo w  
i n  th e  w e s t  o v e r  th e  B i g  H o r n s .  A
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soft wind droned through the tops 
of tall pines. He heard, behind him, 
the lazy chuckling of Piney Creek. 
Here was the evening peace of the 
high country.

Or it was until Andy parted the 
brush and looked out on the clear­
ing. Knee-high rye grass grew be­
tween the thicket and the beaten 
earth in front of the old sod house. 
Andy saw the yoke of oxen standing 
at the far end of the building.

THE HAUNCH of elk still hung 
from the lone pine tree where 

High Eagle had tied it above fly 
line.

Lashed to the trunk o f the tree by 
many rounds of rawhide lariats, 
Andy saw the girl and her father. 
Not far distant, Red Pelkey sat on 
the ground with his hands tied to a 
house log. The long barrel of the 
army musket lay near R ed; the 
wooden stock had been shattered on 
the log.

A man in paint and buckskins 
stepped from the soddy doorway. 
He wore a breech clout. He threat­
ened old Kitcham with a hand gun. 
The girl fought against the ropes 
that bound her as her father stared 
into the muzzle of the pistol.

“ You say you hide money in

house'" the painted gunman growled 
harshly. “W e hunt hard! No can 
find. You tell us where ’bouts in 
house. Or we kill you all!"

“ I ain’t telling’ you none!" Kit­
cham blazed. “ You dirty renegade— 
you don’t get none of my money!” 

Reaching down, the gunman seized 
one of the girl’s long yellow braids. 
He tugged until she cried out in 
pain. The renegade laughed and said 
to Kitcham, “ I got knife too. May­
be you think more o f gold than girl's 
yellow hair!”

Red Pelkey cried hoarsely to old 
Kitcham, “ Tell him where you hid 
the money! Do you think more of 
money than your daughter?”

Kitcham groaned. He struggled but 
the lariat bound him tightly to the 
tree. The gunman bolstered his gun 
and reached for his knife.

“ Talk fast, Kitcham!” Pelkey was 
shouting. “ For the sake of your 
daughter! Where’s the gold cached?” 

“ Talk fast!” warned the knifer, 
bending over the girl.

But he straightened and swung 
sharply at a sound behind him where 
the tall rye-grass grew thickly. He 
saw that it was the bell on the cow. 
She was grazing through the rye­
grass toward the soddy.
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Old Kite ham said hoarsely. “ I 
cached the poke o f gold up the chim­
ney.”

“ I f  you lie,” said the man with 
the knife, “ I come out and collect 
your daughter’s scalp!” He sheathed 
the knife, again drew his pistol, and 
slouched back into the soddy.

From the edge o f the rye-grass 
patch, Andy sped on soundless moc­
casins toward the end o f the soddy 
where the captives were tied. He 
trailed his long rifle. He had not 
dared fire a shot or make an ap­
proach while one of the renegades 
stayed inside the soddy; Andy had 
turned the old cow toward the house, 
crawled by her side, prodding her 
forward. Thus he came to the nar­
rowest space between good cover and 
the home o f the Kitchams.

Red Pelkey sought to gain his 
* feet at Andy’s approach but the rope 

dragged him back to the log. Red 
opened his mouth; before he could 
yell, Andy knocked him flat across 
the log with his rifle stock. Red lay 
sprawled and silent.

The girl stared at Andy, wide- 
eyed with fear. Her father spat 
through his ragged beard, “ So you’re 
one of them renegades too! Your 
friend’s inside with the one who 
wanted to scalp my daughter. 
They’re rootin’ around in the chim­
ney for my money. Go in an’ help 
’em !” He licked his dry lips with his 
tongue. He panted like a dog after 
a hard run. “ But you better kill us 
all before you leave! Otherwise 
you’ll be mud forever in these 
mountains.”

Andy faced the girl. “Talk fast,” 
he whispered. “They got cover. They 
could easy shoot us down through 
that window by the chimney. Just 
what happened here?”

“ You said you weren’t coming 
back,” she whispered. Somehow her 
eyes were no longer fearful. “But 
youre here. You’re here!”

“ What happened?” Andy insisted. 
“ W ho’s in the house?”

SHE TOLD him that two painted 
men had jumped Red Pelkey in 

the timber. While her father was 
goading the oxen down to the soddy 
with a log. The man with the knife

had brought Red down to the house, 
put a gun on Kitcham and the girl 
when they tried to resist. He had dis­
armed them, broken the musket, tied 
them to the tree and log. Then he 
had gone back to the pines and re­
turned with a painted comrade who 
had led him into the soddy. They 
had dug there for Kitcham’s gold but 
failed to find it.

“ What did you hit - Pelkey for?" 
Kitcham demanded.

“ He opened his mouth to yell,” 
said Andy. “ I got to root ’em out o f 
that soddy without gettin’ luu t. Oth­
erwise, we can check all our bets for 
keeps.”

He heard voices inside the soddy, 
and fumbling sounds where the rene­
gades were searching in the mud and 
stone chimney which had been built 
against the end wall o f the soddy.

“ Root ’em out!” he said again. “ As 
they come through the door on the 
run, I might be able to pick ’em o f f !”

He seized the end of the heavy 
chain used to drag logs from the 
timber. He thrust the huge iron hook 
attached to it through the jutting 
opening where, the wall had sagged 
away from the chimney. He used his 
rifle barrel as a goad to stir the 
sleepy oxen to full action.

“ You’ll cave in the roof!” snarled 
Kitcham.

“ I hope so,” snapped Andy. And 
jabbed the rifle barrel into .the ribs 
o f the nigh ox.

“ Gee up!" he yelled.
The oxen stirred, rolled their mas­

sive heads. They hated to move for 
they did not recognize the command 
of their master. Andy jabbed the ox 
a second time. They had heard his 
shout to the oxen within the soddy. 
They were coming out.

“ Gee u p !” he stormed.
The chain tightened. The oxen 

lumbered forward. Mud and rocks 
o f the chimney gave way. The end 
of a heavy roof leg rolled slowly o ff 
the top of the soddy wall.

Two painted men sprang through 
the doorway as the log crashed at 
their heels. One ran free-armed and 
held a gun. He whipped around the 
corner of the cabin. He threw for­
ward his pistol, preparing to fire on
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Andy as the latter leaped away from 
the oxen.

A NDY’S RIFLE was long for 
close r a n g e  fighting; he 

dropped it and reached for his skin­
ning knife as he ran in under the 
painted man’s gun.

He had come back after all to the 
clearing on Piney Creek. But at this 
moment, charging a cocked gun, it 
didn’t seem to Andy that he would 
stay long.

The second renegade, who had 
leaped from the cabin to escape the 
collapsing roof, suddenly flung him­
self against the man with the pistol. 
He couldn’t move easily for his 
wrists were loosely tied to his belt. 
But he raised a mighty war whoop 
as he jarred his target so sharply 
that the bullet went over Andy’s 
head. And then, of course, the moun­
tain man got home with the knife.

There wasn’t much old Kitcham 
could say when Andy bent and wiped 
paint o ff the fallen renegade’s face 
revealing white skin.

“ A man named Lepard,” said Andy. 
“ The partner of your friend, Red 
Pelkey. Red came here to help you

so he could locate the gold. He 
found out it was inside the cabin but 
not that it was cached in the chim­
ney. I f he’d found that out at first, 
you’d all be dead—includin’ John 
High Eagle here.”

“ They take me,” explained High 
Eagle. “Make everybody think you 
and me come for old man’s money. 
I step on pipe. Dump some beads 
at trail fork. I know you come back 
when you see that sign. “ He turned 
and grinned at old Kitcham. “How 
about trade now?”

Kitcham grunted and looked to­
ward the girl and Andy who were 
standing very near each other gazing 
at the wrecked sod house. “Reckon 
the trade’s out o f our hands,” he 
said. “ Looks like you lost a partner.” 

Andy was saying to the Kitcham 
girl. “ A soddy’s no good in these 
mountains. But don’t worry; me and 
High Eagle will run up a good log 
cabin before snow flies.”

John High Eagle shrugged and 
said wistfully. “ He come back for 
keeps; no winter hunt on Yellow­
stone.”

THE END
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Big Boss of the
Better I ftoofs

by Harold 
F. Cmlsltastk

Old Professor Greening wanted 
some fine specimens for  his zoo­
logical exhibits, but Jim Steele 
didn't cotton to the killing of 

Itok, king of the wild goats.

The Ranger lifted his rifle »t the lion.

H IS PATRIAR CH AL beard 
flowing in the evening breeze, 
Bok, king of all the wild 

goats in the Bitterroots mountain 
country, ambled on toward his 
favorite salt-lick.

A kid bleated and scampered out 
of old Bok’s way. Bok grunted con­
temptuously, satisfied that he was 
still the big boss of the high coun­
try.

At the lick, a flat sand-ar.d-clay 
patch, he got down to his kne^s and 
tore up ground with his dagger-like 
horns. The kids of the band had been 
cavorting around, none too careful 
where their droppings had been 
placed.

Bok snuffled and shook his head 
before at last he began to tongue the 
newly-turned earth. . .  He took time 
out to champ his jaws, twisting his 
lower jaw from side to side like an 
old man working on a cud of eating 
tobacco...

He stretched Ids hind legs out by
82
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turns, yawned luxuriously then flick­
ing traces of earth from his chops, 
he minced along past a small spring 
to an overhanging clump of scrub 
mountain brush where he browsed on 
his favorite, tender shoots.

Suddenly he whirled, freezing, his 
eyes alive with the flame of alert­
ness. Bok had caught a signal from 
a nanny at a level above the spring. 
It was a danger signal, and although 
Bok roamed the craglands alone at 
this season of the year especially, 
never once did he fail to respond to 
a distress call from the little band 
of nannies, kids and young bucks.

When the soft evening breeze 
shifted, Bok’s nose wrinkled, then 
suddenly, with no preliminary plan­
ning or bunching, he sprang, a ver­
tical leap of over four feet to a ledge 
above the spring. Again he caught a 
blatted cry from an old nanny and 
again he leaped. Now he turned on 
a narrow shelf no wider, it seemed, 
than his own body width. He walked 
sharply with a sureness of foot no 
other creature could boast or at­
tempt to emulate.

In the half light he cocked his 
head, then sprang. It was a terrific 
leap which he could not expect to 
complete and land four-footed, but 
his front feet caught over the rim of 
outcropping and Bok pulled himself 
to the level at which stood huddled 
his band, quivering as they sniffed 
the dread scent of gray wolves.

I f  TP INTO the heights, using slide 
tracks and old game trails had 

come Yan, the barren old gray wolf 
leader and one of her gaunt male fol­
lowers. It had taken them days to 
reach this forbidding goat country, 
but the tang of kid scent had urged 
them on. Here was opportunity to 
kill swiftly and satisfyingly. Though 
she invaded the hunting grounds of 
grizzly and cougar, she had sniffed 
contemptuously at whatever whiffs 
of these enemies she had traced. In 
her own realm, below the timber line, 
Yan reigned supreme, by the law of 
her great fangs, speed, and power in 
battle.

Now Bok, the king billy, caught 
the yellow flash of the big she-wolf’s

eyes. His attention was held by her 
as she crouched at the edge o f an 
overhanging shrub which clung and 
somehow thrived on a sheer c liff 
face.

Suddenly there was action! Yan’s 
follower sprang from the shadows. 
A kid bleated piteously as he went 
down, his neck fatally bitten.

An old nanny, Bok’s chief con­
sort, rushed valiantly, but Bok was 
in ahead of her. As the male wolf 
rose to meet the nanny, it was his 
undoing, for deadly black spears 
packing all the power o f Bolt’s great 
strength, impaled him.

Grunting, the big billy heaved. 
Twisting his strong neck, he sent 
the disemboweled wolf creature spin­
ning out over the rimrock. But Yan, 
the she-wolf struck! Fangs tore 
through Bok’s heavy coat, slashing 
at his shoulder flesh, but he swung 
his head and smashed the big gray 
killer from him. Together now, Bok 
and the old nanny rushed. Their 
heads struck simultaneously, but Yan 
had been whisking her lithe body 
away. Bok’s head caught her a glanc­
ing blow in the afterparts slewing 
her around, but she managed to 
crawl to the safety of the narrow 
cleft by which she had reached the 
small plateau, thus effecting escape.

Bok stood glaring at the cleft, his 
eyes spilling savage lights of hatred. 
When the nanny touched him with 
her muzzle, he whirled, slapping her 
neck with the side of his head. He 
blew sharply and the nanny wheeled, 
gave out a voice signal and leaped to 
a shelf above, to be followed by her 
band, hut old Bok remained alone 
on the battle site, his eyes now glar­
ing down at the dead form of the kid.

Grunting, he moved in, hooked his 
horns under the limp shape, then 
heaving, he sent it hurtling out to 
that drop o f hundreds o f feet to the 
slide rock below where, With the 
mangled wolf carcass, it would be­
come the public property o f lesser 
predators.

H a v i n g  “ cleaned house,” Bok 
stepped along towards a patch of 
sparse, sweet grass where he fed in 
contentment before slumping to rest, 
his nose into wind.
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For a time his eyes blinked as his 
bearded head nodded and bobbed. 
Now and then he started at the dis­
tant wail o f coyotes far below, but 
he was not disturbed. There was no 
longer a fresh danger scent to dis­
turb him or the band.

At last he slept, though his senses 
were still attuned. Because o f such 
alertness when, even in his sleep, his 
ears and nose would detect the 
slightest sign o f danger, Bok had 
survived against the attacks by 
cougar, grizzly and by that most 
dreaded o f all enemies, m an...

s  *  *

THE FOLLOW ING sunny morn­
ing, it was such a man creature 

who, through a powerful set of bin­
oculars, picked up Bok, the king 
billy. Jim Steel, forest ranger, turned 
and called to his companion.

“ You said you wanted a good 
glimpse of him, Doc,” Jim called. 
“ Here’s your chance. Take a sight on 
the face o f Old Man Butte, draw a 
point left an’ you’ll see a sight you’ve 
likely never seen before in all your 
specimen hunting—ol’ King Bok in 
all his glory, sunning himself just 
like he knew he was out of rifle 
range.”

Professor Dale Greening took the 
glasses. Once every second year he 
scouted the mountain country for the 
best wildlife specimens, timing his 
arrival here at the Bitterroots to fit 
in with SteeL's vacation period. 
Curator o f one of the best-known 
museums o f natural history, Green­
ing catered to visiting zoologists, 
anthropologists, from all over the 
continent. He took only the most 
nearly perfect specimens.

He gasped. “ At last!”  he exclaimed. 
“ I ’d given up all hope o f ever seeing 
him, Steel. Superb! Bok, the bigboss 
o f the— Bitterroots! I believe you, 
now, for I have never seen a more 
nearly perfect specimen. When can 
we start?”

A slow grin toyed with Jim 
Steel’s mouth as he shook his head.

"Not for me, D oc. . .  I never 
promised to get Bok for you. I 
promised only a sight o f him. I've 
often said that if  Bok was killed, or

died, I ’d quit my job here. I  can’t 
help associatin’ him with all the— 
uh—glory an’—majesty o f the high 
peaks country. It is Bok that has 
held the small goat band together 
here, against all kinds o f predators, 
includin’ m an... No, sir, Doc. Some 
other bi1’ ', but not Bok. I ’ve still 
got a week o f my vacation left. I ’ll 
go along with you for another big 
billy, or for any other critter you’d 
like.”

Steel broke o ff twisting a ciga­
rette. The grin had faded from his 
mouth as Greening turned to face 
him.

“ But you understand, Steel, I ’m 
not a predatory hunter, I ’m interest­
ed only in the scientific angle. I 
wouldn't kill a prairie chicken just 
for the sport o f killing. From my 
findings, my specimens, we teach 
zoology—science, history. I—uh— 
well, I do believe you’re sentimental­
ly serious!”

“ Check. Let’s finish breakfast an’ 
pack. I’d like to take you into the 
country where Acheeta, the queen 
cougar, roams. There’s a specimen 
for you—the biggest most beautiful 
cougar in the Bitterroots, and the 
greatest killer. I wouldn’t mind if 
you bagged her, for she’s dynamite 
to my deer, sheep an’ goats.”

Shortly they were eating their 
breakfast o f fried sidemeat, coffee, 
flapjacks. Greening was silent, his 
small goatee jerking up and down in 
a manner that brought a sly gjin 
from Steel. Suddenly the professor’s 
pale blue eyes sparkled.

“ W ell,” he said, “ if I promise not 
to kill your king billy, will you 
guide me up to where I can possibly 
photograph him? I ’d—settle for that: 
a few good telephoto lens action 
shots, close ups, so that I ’d at least 
have something to present, boast 
about.”

“ Okay, for sure, Doc, but I ’m warn­
in’ you we’ll have a rough climb. 
Might take us three days or more to 
reach hie haunts... How’s your cof­
fee?”

“ Splendid. Best I ever drank... 
How about you joining me one day, 
Steel? You’d enjoy the work at the 
museum and in the field.”
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But Steel shrugged. “ I like my 
critters as neighbors—alive, on the 
hoof, sir,” he answered, “ Mebbe so 
when I ’m too stove up for this work.” 

Greening interrupted, chuckling. 
“ And where do you imagine I ’ll be, 
when you reach that stove-up stage?” 
he asked. . .

Jim Steel was whistling as L.i 
made his diamond hitches... Green­
ing was still trying to pick up Bok 
in the glasses, but the old king billy’s 
eyes were keen. He required no 
glasses to show him the movement 
below. Instinctively he sensed an 
element o f impending danger. He had 
withdrawn from his sunning rimrock 
and was now moving on to join his 
band. It was a strange, uncommon oc­
currence this, but Bok started to 
shift his band to entirely new range, 
on tov/ard the north east, up slide 
clefts into tortuous country which 
caused the adult nannies to bleat 
nervously. .. Instinctively, ordinari­
ly old Bok avoided the areas sub­
ject to dangerous slides but today, 
as instinctively he deliberately 
moved the band up into such an area.

©UIVERING, old Bok stood 
grandiosely on a shelf o f wind­

blown rock, conning the vast, rugged 
mountain area. His nervous band 
huddled timorously below. The nan­
nies stomped restlessly as nervously 
they conned the broad slide chasm 
filled with dirty snow above them.

Now and then a rock stirred from 
its moorings to go tumbling, bound­
ing down some old slide chute— 
booming hollowly as it gathered 
others o f like size in a rollicking 
descent to the jagged catch canyon 
below, a thousand feet or more be­
low.

But Bok displayed no sign of 
alarm, albeit his every nerve fibre 
was taut.

When the strong sun struck the 
snow-filled chasm, and the sound of 
dripping water struck his hearing, 
Bok’s ears pricked sharply forward 
and back or rotated as he listened 
for the slightest sound which could 
cause instant alarm.

Grunting, he whipped his big body 
out, dropping lightly to an out-thrust

square o f rock scarcely twice his 
size. He stood poised momentarily, 
then again dropped lightly down the 
next step o f his chosen “ stairs,” then 
minced along to join the band. He 
was sour o f mood as if  wholly re­
sentful of this necessity for husband­
ing the band which ordinarily was 
the responsibility o f the adult nan­
nies.

He lowered his head and blew 
sharply as a venturesome kid jumped 
toward him. The youngling skidded 
back on his haunches, bleating. A 
nanny sidled up to Bok, grunting 
sharp blats of protest, but he low­
ered his head, glaring, giving out 
guttural grunts of warning.

Now he turned and led on down 
the jagged “ staircase” toward the 
timberline where there was good 
food, grass and succulent, tender 
herbage.,.

But—also—and Bok seemed wholly 
aware o f it for he paused every few 
steps to search wind—danger lurked, 
danger in the possible presence of 
roaming silvertips and cougars. But 
Bok and his kind feared most that 
man scent, and so o f the great evils 
instinctively he elected to pit his 
wits against the lesser o f these.*  *  *

The band contentedly at the tim­
berline, Bok roamed o ff  alone. He 
entered a patch of stunted evergreen 
timber whose groves were soft to the 
touch o f his hoofs—soft and spongy 
with sweet moss and grass. He low­
ered his head and began to feed.

Three days and nights passed. Bok 
held himself aloofly from the band. 
In the soft flush o f early evening he 
moved away to drink, or to climb to 
some point o f vantage from which he 
could survey a wide area of the sur­
rounding country.

The fourth evening, he was stand­
ing thus poised at sunset when sud­
denly as if their time of approach 
had been synchronized, Bok caught 
the sharp tang o f both cougar and 
man.

Momentarily he was frozen to im­
mobility. .. Grumbling thunder now 
boomed around the mountain bowls, 
every now and then breaking into 
smashing reverberations.
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The air was muggy, humid, and 
Bok’s sides bellowsed sharply.

Then suddenly the storm broke 
with a violence o f which only a 
mountain storm is capable. Savage 
forked lightning slashed the cliff 
faces, attended by frightening deto­
nations, barrages of thunder which 
seemed to cleave the roiled clouds, 
splitting them, to bring rain in 
sheets.

Bok dropped lightly to solid foot­
ing below, and moved on down to 
rejoin the band. Danger threatened 
now from three quarters. Heavy 
warm rain on the slide track snow; 
man; and the lurking cougar crea­
tures. . . .

An old nanny trotted bleating to 
Bok’s flank. He did not thrust at 
her. He cocked his head, his jaws 
working vigorously, his eyes alive 
with the reflected lights of the 
lightning flashes.

When the nanny murmured softly, 
Bok bobbed his head up and down 
as if in agreement with some myste­
rious message passed by his chief 
consort, but when suddenly she start­
ed moving the band to eastward, he 
leaped ahead to take command. He 
stomped his hoofs as he whirled, to 
gutter grunted protestation.

Gradually his prerogative of lead­
ership was restored. He turned the 
band and led them up by the safest 
possible route on those slippery rock 
shelves, up toward the quivering 
mass of honeycombed snow. .. .

THE STORM blew itself out, and 
hot sun again broke the clouds 

the following morning. Before noon, 
the sky was almost clear, save for 
steamy mists which swirled about the 
mountain faces.

Soft, delicious scents wafted up 
from the steaming timberline foliage, 
but blended with the seductive scents 
was that dread scent o f man and 
sharp whiffs of cougar scent.

Now perched high, like a piece of 
carven alabaster, Bok’s eyes flashed 
as they caught movement. A prevail­
ing southeasterly breeze brought him 
strong scent of man.

Save for the pennanting o f his 
beard, he was as immobile as the 
flat outcrop rock on which he stood,

displayed in all his majesty.
Suddenly Bok turned, to face the 

east. His movement acted as a signal 
to the nannies below. Like wraiths 
they melted from their small plateau, 
out o f sight o f the watching man 
creatures. . .

Carefully, scarcely seeming to 
move, Bok backed himself in behind 
a knob o f out-thrust rock at the cliff- 
side. . .and the watching man not far 
below swore bitterly.*  *  *

Dale Greening had climbed steadi­
ly, painstakingly, carrying his rifle 
and action camera slung over his 
shoulders. Bok, the king billy, was 
almost within the range of his tele­
photo lens when suddenly the big 
billy had screened himself.

Below, following up Greening, Jim 
Steel grinned at the king goat’s act 
of camouflage. .. But his grin faded. 
He sensed the closeness to that dan­
ger slide zone and he wondered just 
why a creature so wise as Bok had 
brought the band to this zone. .. 
Steel was feeling sorry for Greening 
who had been at the point o f un­
strapping his camera when Bok shift­
ed. Certainly the professor deserved 
the reward of some good close-ups 
of the old bearded king.

Suddenly Steel’s eyes flashed. He 
saw Greening, frustrated, pulling the 
rifle’s sling over his head. He was 
about to break his promise. The 
billy still offered a target for the 
rifle, if not for the camera...

The ranger cupped a hand to his 
mouth and boomed a call.

“ Don’t—fire !” he bellowed, and he 
was not thinking solely o f the safe­
ty of Bek, but o f that quivering 
slide mass above, le ft . . .  Jim Steel 
was wholly cognizant o f the danger, 
when even a rifle shot could preci­
pitate a devastating slide.

He saw the king goat leap out al­
most before the blast of Greening’s 
shot. Steel whirled, and slid down to 
a rock shelf, on which he turned and 
made cautiously for an overhang of 
rock, a small cave into which he 
backed as he heard that slow grum­
bling sound which intensified as the 
snow and rock and mud started down.

The Ranger groaned with concern
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f o r  G r e e n in g  a s  h e  b a c k e d  h im s e l f  
f l a t t e r  a g a in s t  t h e  c l i f f  w a l l ,  a s  
b o u ld e r s  t h u m p e d  f r i g h t e n in g l y  
a b o v e  h im .

T h o u s a n d s  o f  to n s  o f  s n o w  a n d  
r o c k  r u b b le  h u r r i c a n e d  d o w n , w i t h  
f r i g h t e n in g ,  a lm o s t  i n d e s c r ib le  s o u n d  
v o lu m e .

T h e  e n t i r e  m o u n t a in  z o n e  s e e m e d  
t o  q u iv e r ,  a s  i f  b la s t e d  b y  a  s e v e r e  
e a r t h q u a k e  a n d  a t  t h e  c a t c h  c a n y o n  
b e lo w , t h e r e  w e r e  d e e p e r  s o u n d s ,  h o l ­
lo w  b o o m in g  t h u n d e r  a s  th e  m a s s e s  
c r a s h e d  to  t h e  b o t t o m l a n d . . .

A t  l a s t  S t e e l  w a s  a b le  to  c a lm  h im ­
s e l f ,  r e t r ie v e  h i s  n e r v e ,  a s  h e  v e n ­
t u r e d  f o r w a r d  f r o m  u n d e r  t h e  o v e r ­
h a n g . H i s  c h i e f  c o n c e r n  w a s  f o r  
G r e e n in g .  B u t  n o t  f o r  so m e  t im e  w a s  
h e  a b le  to  v e n t u r e  o u t  c o m p le t e ly ,  to  
b e g in  a  s e a r c h ,  f o r  r o c k s  c o n t in u e d  to  
p o u n d  o n  d o w n , r o c k s  e v e n  f a r  r e ­
m o v e d  f r o m  t h e  m a in  s l id e  s i t e . . .

N o w  th e  r a n g e r  m o v e d  o n , s e e k ­
i n g  a  c l e f t  u p  w h i c h  h e  c o u ld  b e g in  
h i s  c l im b . H e  r o u n d e d  a  s h o u ld e r  
a n d  t h e n  s l i g h t l y  a b o v e , o n  a n  u n a c ­
c o u n t a b le  s m a l l  p la t e a u ,  h e  g l im p s e d  
th e  f o r m s  o f  t w o  c o u g a r s — A c h e e t a ,  
t h e  b ig  f e m a le ,  a n d  a  l a r g e  y o u n g  
m a le  f o l lo w e r .  S t e e l  u n s h ip p e d  h i s  
r i f l e  a n d  r a i s e d  i t ,  b u t  A c h e e t a  
b o u n d e d  f o r w a r d  to  a  c l e f t ,  a n d  
c o v e r .

“ O n  t h e  t r a i l  o f  th e  g o a t  b a n d  
f o r  s u r e , ”  S t e e l  t o ld  h im s e l f .  “ P i t y  
th e  s l id e  c o u ld n ’ t  h a v e  g o t t e n  th o s e  
b ig  c a t s !  L e t ’s  h o p e  o l ’ B o k — g o t—  
c le a r .  . . ”

H e  s t a r t e d  to  c l im b  a n d  w i t h i n  a n  
h o u r  w a s  s t o p p e d  b y  a  h a i l .  G r e e n ­
in g  w a s  i n  b e t w e e n  t w o  l a r g e ,  s e c u r e  
b o u ld e r s .

S t e e l  r e a c h e d  h im  a n d  f r o w n e d ,  
f o r  th e  p r o f e s s o r ’s  f a c e  w a s  b a d ly  
b r u is e d ,  b le e d in g .  T h e r e  w a s  n o  s ig n  
o f  h i s  e x p e n s iv e  c a m e r a , o r  o f  h i s  
r i f l e .

ST E E L  t ip p e d  t h e  n e c k  o f  h i s  
c a n t e e n  to  G r e e n in g 's  p a le  l i p s  

a n d  s m i le d  a s  t h e  p r o f e s s o r ’s  e y e s  
o p e n e d  a n d  b e g a n  to  b a t  s h a r p l y .  
W h e n  r e c o g n i t io n  o f  S t e e l  c a m e , th e  
z o o lo g i s t  s m i le d  t h i n l y .

“ I — I  e x p e c t  I ’m  a l l — w a s h e d  u p —  
in — y o u r  e s t im a t io n — S t e e l .  I ’m  s o r r y ,  
m y  f r i e n d .  I  s h o u ld  h a v e  k n o w n  b e t ­

t e r ,  b u t — f r u s t r a t io n  w h e n  t h a t  k in g  
b i l l y  h id  h im s e l f  f r o m  t h e  c a m e r a , 
m a d e  s o m e t h in g  b o i l  u p  in s id e  m e . 
I — ”  H e  l a y  b a c k , b r e a t h in g  h a r d  a n d  
J i m  S t e e l  m a d e  a  t h o r o u g h  e x a m in a ­
t io n ,  g la d  to  d is c o v e r  t h a t  n o  s e r io u s  
d a m a g e  w a s  d o n e .

" W e  a l l  m a k e  m is t a k e s ,  D o c , ”  h e  
s a id  s o f t l y .  “ R e s t  u p  a  b i t ,  t h e n  w e ’l l  
c o l le c t  y o u r  e q u ip m e n t  a n d  m o v e  o u t .  
I  t h i n k  I  c a n  p r o m is e  s o m e  i n t e r e s t ­
i n g  a c t io n ,  f o r  I  s a w  A c h e e t a  a n d  a  
b ig  m a le  l io n  n o t  f a r  o f f .  T h e y ’ re  
o n  t h e  t r a i l  o f  t h e  g o a t s .  . . ”

“ M y — m y  c a m e r a ,  r i f l e ,  S t e e l !”  
G r e e n in g  w a s  s i t t i n g  u p  s t a r in g  w i l d ­
l y  a b o u t  h im .

“ I  l o s t  th e  c a m e ra . F l y i n g  r o c k  
s t r u c k  i t ,  t h e  s a m e  b a r r a g e  t h a t  n e a r ­
l y  k n o c k e d  m y  h e a d  o f f .  I  h a v e  n o  
id e a  w h a t  h a p p e n e d  to  t h e  r i f l e . . .  I  
— S t e e l ,  I ’m  p u z z le d .  W h y  d id  t h a t  
o ld  k in g  b i l l y  le a d  h i s  b a n d  u p  h e r e  
to  t h e  e d g e  o f  a  b ig  d a n g e r  z o n e ?  
I ’ l l  h a v e  to  s t u d y  t h a t .  U n a c c o u n t ­
a b le  a c t io n ,  a m a z in g ,  a n d  y e t  w e  s a w  
i t — e x p e r ie n c e d  i t  o u r s e l v e s . . . ”

J i m  S t e e l  w a s  s t a r in g  o f f  in  th e  
d i r e c t io n  a t  w h ic h  h e  h a d  l a s t  s e e n  
o ld  B o k .

“ W h e n  y o u ’ r e  f i t  e n o u g h  to  t r a v e l ,  
w e ’ l l  s h o v e  o f f ,  D o c .  I ’m  a  m it e  a n x ­
io u s  to  f o l l o w  u p  t h a t  c o u g a r  t r a i l .  I  
d o n ’ t  w a n t  h e r  w ip i n g  o u t  B o k ’s  e n ­
t i r e  b a n d  o f  y o u n g l i n ’s . . . ”

*  *  *
O ld  B o k  h e ld  to  t h e  u p p e r  l e v e l s ,  

h i s  w a t c h f u l  e y £ s  e v e r  t r a in e d  o n  t h e  
m o v e m e n t  o f  h i s  b a n d  b e lo w .

A  la r g e ,  d i r t y  b r o w n  p a t c h  s t a in e d  
h i s  h a n d s o m e  w h i t e  c o a t  a t  t h e  r ig h t  
s h o u ld e r ,  f r o m  a  w o u n d  b y  f l y i n g  
r o c k .  B u t  h i s  h e a v y  c o a t  h a d  s a v e d  
h im  f r o m  s e r io u s  i n j u r y .  N o w  a n d  
t h e n  h e  g r u n t e d  s a v a g e ly  a s  h e  a t ­
te m p t e d  to  l i c k  t h e  a re a .

T h o u g h  h u n g r y ,  h e  s a g a c io u s ly  
h e ld  to  h i s  p o s i t io n  o f  v a n t a g e — a 
lo n e  s e n t in e l  f o r  t h e  b a n d . . .  I t  w a s  
h i s  c u s t o m  o n  s u c h  s u n n y  m o r n in g s  
to  s i t  o n  t h e  r im r o c k  a n d  e n jo y  t h e  
w a r m t h ,  b u t  t o d a y  h ig h  o n  a  w in d ­
b lo w n  c l i f f s i d e ,  w h o l l y  c o n s c io u s  o f  
h i s  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y ,  h e  s t o l i d l y  k e p t  
h i s  v i g i l .

W h e n  h e  c a u g h t  o c c a s io n a l  w h i f f s  
• f  m a n  s c e n t ,  h i s  e y e s  f la s h e d .  H e  

[Turn To Page 89]



FREE BOOK-on Rectal Troubles
Avoidl a t t g e r *

Delay

Here is good news. This 164-paqe, up-to-the- 
mlnuft book on Piles, Fistula and other 
related recta! and colon ailments — will 
be sent free fo r the asking. It may save 
you much suffering, time and money. Write 
today— Me d e c ry  Clinic and Hospital, 1025
Elms Blvd., Excelsior Springs, Mo.

:$0N6 POEMS W A N T E D
TO BE

SET TO MUSIC
Submit one or more of your best poems for 

^  free examination. Any subject. Send poem for 
. details and information.

Phonograph Records Made
*  FIVE STAR MUSIC MASTERS

660 Beacon Bldg. Boston 8. Mass.

GUARANTEED HIGH QUALITY DICE
MiSSOUTS, Strong, Fas! Working Fiefs...
PASSERS, Now Stronger Than Ever.......
TOPS & BOTTOMS, Make Even Points... 
TOPS & BOTTOMS, All Points (4 to I I )  
DOOR POPS, Make 7 or I I Every Roll...
FAIR DICE TO MATCH SPECIALS.......
ALL SIX PAIRS ($15. value)Only $5.00
Order now. Pay $5 and postage when deliv­
ered. Picas* PRINT r»am« and address 
plainly.

CELO ART WORKS » Bo« 71. Dept. 52. Son Francisco, Calif.

HOLYWOOD'S Best of the Best
Your

Cover
Girls.

The latest in 
Pin-ups.

Each month 1 will
present ifo you e
new and enchant-
ing model. Those
gorgeous creatures
are the pick of
the crop Buy e
set of beautiful
2 x 2 cotor slides
or 2-5 x 7 prinN
now. Start your
collection Y o u
don't need a p'O-
jector to see these
wonderful slides,
for now you can
heve o folding
viewer for only
t 5 cents. You wH
iove them.

3-5 x 7 black & white prints only $ 1.00 
C-2 x 2 color slides in full color 2.00 
1-Fofding viewer for 2 x 2  slides .15 

GEORGE K. GRINDROD
H U  N. W ilctx Hollywood » ,  CoW.

Flying Saucers?
Perhaps you've seen them, or m aybe 
you've just read about them. W hat  
are they? Your guess is as good as 

anyone else's.

But so long as no one knows for 
sure, there's a  good story in the 
"flying saucer" legend — and 
you'll find it in the September- 

October issue of

FUTURE
combined with 
Science Fiction 

Stories
Now  o n  sale everyw here  —

TOR MEN ONLY?
■ , J H f  aiP.CS iLOVS.' t r  -TOO ' , ?'■

O Z A R K  L A N D  S
FOR ALL PURPOSES

For Your Pleasure and Profit
from $5.00 PER ACRE Upward#

Al«s. A ctu a l H ire r  J?r#nta*e#
M N D  FO R  F R E E  L IS T  A N D  U T E IIA T U R E

H U B B A R D
« e  M IN N ESO TA  KANSAS C ITY , KANSAS

88



BIG BOSS OF THE BITTER ROOTS 89

felt a pulling at his shoulder wound, 
and grunted as if  he associated his 
wounding with the presence o f the 
man creatures... Here on the cliff- 
side, there was no means of hiding. 
He was wholly exposed, and thus the 
men below saw him, in all his white 
majesty, which caused Greening to 
swallow hard and make strange 
throat sounds.

He turned to Steel. His goatee 
jerked vigorously before at last 
speech came.

“ You’ve done me a great service, 
Steel,” he said huskily. “ I should 
have known better, known enough to 
realize that your big boss o f the 
Bitterroots is necessary to the sur­
vival of the small goat band. I ’ve 
learnt a sharp and valuable lesson.”

The ranger smiled and led on, now 
and then picking up both goat and 
cougar sign.

They faded from old Bok’s view 
as they struck a scrub thicket. ..

He was still standing guard when 
the sun lowered and purpled rose 
shadows o f swiftly approaching 
twilight danced shuddering across 
the rugged mountain faces.

BOK SHOOK his head and his 
ebony black horns gleamed in 

the light o f the half moon. Though 
the man scent was still strong, he 
had in some measure lost his sense of 
dread o f it. It was the sharp tang 
o f the cougars that concerned him 
now. As he dropped down to the 
lower levels and picked up cougar 
sign, Bok became electrified with 
hatred and fear and desire for bat­
tle. ..

Ahead, Acheeta, the big killer, and 
her follower moved along with pa­
tience. The lingering close-in scent 
o f the man creatures, held a curb on 
her desires as, tail weaving and jerk­
ing, she and her companion killer 
glided along in the trail o f Bok’s 
band.

Now and then Bok paused, but 
only long enough to search wind, or 
to snatch at bits o f herbage along 
the way.

When a dislodged boulder roared 
on down a scored slope, he froze,

his every nerve fibre taut with cau­
tion.

At last, as he finished the naviga­
tion of an extremely narrow ledge, 
which only his sure hoofs could have 
stepped without a slip, he paused, his 
nose picking up the sweet scent of 
fresh spring water. This scent was 
blended with the strong steamy tang 
of his band.

Shortly he guttered a call of reas­
surance as he heard a sudden thump 
of hoofs. A nanny had come stamp­
ing to scout for danger sign.

Soon old Bok was flicking her 
muzzle with his tongue, but not for 
long. He turned abruptly from her 
and stepped sharply toward the 
spring to drink.

In the moonlight, the reflection of 
his head and high-humped shoulders 
in the small pool loomed in grotesque 
proportions... W isely, Bok drank 
only sparingly. In his great wisdom 
he sensed that danger lurked on 
every quarter, that danger was im­
minent: it might strike at any sec­
ond.

He leaped to a position on a 
boulder outcropping just above the 
small plateau and there, throughout 
the night, he stood guard.*  *  *

T HE DAW N  was nudging night 
aside, paling the half moon when 

Acheeta struck. Old Bok heard the 
light crash o f scrub underbrush.

He gave out a grunted signal, but 
there was no chance o f escape for 
the band, no opportunity to leap up 
to safety, for the cougar pair rushed 
and struck.

Bok dropped and at once hurled 
himself into counter attack. Acheeta 
sprang backward, almost spilling her 
big companion against whose side 
she crashed.

Now, his eyes flashing, his lower 
jaw working vigorously, Old Bok 
made his stand, between the cougar 
pair and his band.

Acheeta suddenly bunched her 
paws under her and leaped high, a 
prodigious leap o f some fifteen feet, 
clearing Bok’s back as she struck at 
the nearest kid.

Bok was trapped. Had he whirled, 
he would have been an open target
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DICE • CABDS *>
M A G IC  C ards— H E A D  T H E  
P e r fe c t  D ice , M a g ic  D ice  
B A C K S — In k s, D aubs, P o k e r  
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GUY LeBOW
Introduction by MEL ALLEN

Did Antonino Rocca once hill a man in a wrestling 
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feud between Mr. America end Nature Boy Buddy 
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other questions in "The Wrestling Scene". H’s chock full 
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(your favorites at home and in the ring. .  .Hundreds of 
-ACTION PHOTOS of men end women wrestlers. . .perfect 
jfo r framing.
¥ It’s the wrestling W H O ’S WHO with complete facts end 
fig u res.. .top holds of leading iters plainly illustrated and 
diagram m ed.. .contains wrestling map of U. S. , female 
wrestling, humorous side of wrestling, most asked 
questions and answers, glossary of term* 

fend holds. It’s the one complete wres- 
[ Ming book. 5 Day Money Back Guarantee,
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F A M O U S  W E S T E R N
for the male lion. But he suddenly 
lowered his head and charged. A  
horn raked the lion’s flank, sending 
him sprawling, but no serious damage 
was done. At once Bok wheeled. His 
chief old consort nanny had succeed­
ed in driving Acheeta o ff  before the 
kid’s throat was slashed. Bleating 
piteously, the little one staggered to 
the huddled main band.

It had com e: the climactic battle 
to the death!

There was not in Bok’s band a 
billy goat of sufficient maturity, 
weight or wisdom to side him in his 
great f i ght . . . .  Bok quickly chal­
lenged all surplus billies as they 
matured, sending them wandering o ff 
to seek out bands of their own on 
far ranges.

This early morning, he could de­
pend only on one or two of the older 
nannies and his own great fighting 
power against the fiercest odds he 
had ever encountered.

The two lions backed o ff together, 
their faces hideous masks o f tem­
porary frustration, of hatred. But 
suddenly, with no voiced signal, they 
sprang together. Bok’s chief nanny 
was down. He whirled and took a 
savage raking from a set of cougar 
foretalons across the face as he 
charged and butted Acheeta from the 
old nanny’s form. She was dripping 
blood as she recovered and scrambled 
to her feet.

Again Bok wheeled and struck, his 
o ff side ebony spear hooking the 
male cat under the left shoulder, but 
the lithe, tawny killer sprang clear 
before that horn point could gouge 
beyond the thickness o f his hide.

In that instant Acheeta hurled her­
self forward, her forepaws lashing 
like pistons. Talons raked the big 
billy. He was rocked back on to his 
haunches, but came up as Acheeta 
lunged, . .

It was at this point, stealing cau­
tiously through the thicket with the 
wind in their favor, the man crea­
tures fetched up at the battle site.

Professor Greening i n s t a n t l y  
raised a .45 Colt’s, but Steel caught 
at his arm.

A hideous screech came from the
90



l io n e s s  a s  s h e  w h e e le d  a n d  s t r u c k  
a t  th e  n a n n y  w h i c h  h a d  b u t t e d  h e r ,  
g iv in g  B o k  a  c h a n c e  a t  r e c o v e r y .  
T h e  n a n n y  le a p e d  h ig h ,  a lm o s t  v e r ­
t i c a l l y  a n d  A c h e e t a  s k id d e d ,  a s  sh e  
o v e r s h o t  h e r  t a r g e t .

H i s  c o a t  n o w  s p la s h e d  a  d i r t y  
b ro w n  in  la r g e  p a t c h e s ,  b l i n k i n g  
t h r o u g h  o n e  g o o d  e y e  a n d  o n e  s i g h t ­
le s s  e y e , B o k  w h ip p e d  in t o  a c t io n  
w i t h  a  s p e e d  t h a t  a m a z e d  th e  w a t c h ­
in g  m e n .

G r e e n in g  p la c e d  h is  m o u t h  c lo s e  
to  th e  r a n g e r 's  e a r .

“ C a n ’t  w e  d o — s o m e t h in g — ?”  h e  
w h is p e r e d .

“ W a n t  to  h i t  th e  b i l l y ?  J u s t  w a t c h ,  
D o c .  I — ”  S t e e l  b ro k e  o f f .  B o t h  l io n s  
c o n v e rg e d  in  a n  a t t a c k  o n  a n  o ld  
n a n n y .  B o k  w h e e le d  a n d  s t r u c k .  T h e  
n a n n y  w a s  d o w n , A c h e e t a  a s t r id e  
h e r ,  b u t  s h e  la s h e d  u p  a n d  t o r e  w i t h  
h e r  f r e e  f o r e p a w ,  s e n d in g  B o k  
s t a g g e r in g  b a c k ,  b u t  h is  h o o f s  h e ld . 
H e  c h a r g e d  a n d  h is  t e r r ib l e  h o r n s  
j e r k e d  u p w a r d  a s  t h e y  h o o k e d .

S c r e e c h in g ,  A c h e e t a  w e n t  s p in n in g  
a c r o s s  th e  s m a l l  p la t e a u ,  b u t  B o k  
w a s  n o t  d o n e . H e  w h ip p e d  a b o u t  to  
s m a s h - b u t t  th e  m a le  l io n  in  a 
f l a n k . . .

T h e  n a n n y  s t a g g e r e d  to  h e r  f e e t ,  
b u t  h a d  n o  m o re  t i g h t  in  h e r .  A lo n e ,  
B o k  c o n t in u e d  to  s m a s h  a t  th e  y o u n g  
l io n ,  u n t i l  th e  c r e a t u r e  l a y  l im p ,  i t s  
t a i l  t w i t c h in g  j e r k i l y ,  c o n v u l s i v e l y .

B u t  A c h e e t a ,  t h w a r t e d ,  w a s  r e c o v ­
e r in g .  H e r  h a t r e d  m o u n te d  a s  sh e  
w c a  . s t e a l t h i l y  u p  o n  B o k ' s  r e a r  
a s  in  h i s  m a d  p a s s io n  h e  s t i l l  c o n ­
t in u e d  to  p o u n d  a t  th e  n o w  d e a d  l io n .

A c h e e t a  w a s  b u n c h e d , h e r  s h o u l ­
d e r s  h u m p e d  r e a d y  to  s p r in g ,  w h ic h  
c o u td  h a v e  m e a n t  s w i f t  d e a th  to  th e  
o id  k in g  b i l l y ,  b u t  J i m  S t e e l 's  r i f l e  
w a s  s l o w l y  r i s in g .

A lm o s t  in  th e  s a m e  in s t a n t  t h a t  
A c h . e t a  r o s e .  S t e e l  p u l le d  a n d  a  
h e a v y  b u l le t  p lo u g h e d  t h r o u g h  h e r  
c h e s t ,  b r in g in g  h e r  d o w n  s t o n e  d e a d , 
s a v e  f o r  a  t w i t c h in g  o f  h e r  lo n g  
b e a u t i f u l  b o d y  in  th e  f i n a l  t h r o e s  o f  
d e a t h . . .

T H E  K I N G  g o a t  s to o d  h e a d  h ig h .  
T h e  t h u n d e r  o f  th e  s h o t  h a d  

[Tu*n Page]

BIG BOSS OF THE
BITTER ROOTS

m i m  p m  4 m m  f o m f
Want Mm  thrill of Imposing yonr will over some- 
out? Of mo king someont do exactly who! yon order? 
Try hypnotism! This amazing technique gives full per­
sonal satisfaction. You'll find it entertaining ond 
gratifying.

The HOW TO HYPNOTIZE shows all you need to 
know, ft is put so simply, anyone can follow ft. And 
there are 24 revealing photographs for your guidance.

SEND NO MONEY
FREE ten days examination of this system is offered 
to you if you send hte coupon today. We will ship 
you our copy by return mail, In plain wrapper. If 
not delighted with results, return it in 10 days and 
your money will be refunded. Stravon Publishers, Dept. 
H-939. 113 West 57th Street, New York 19. N. Y.

M a il Coupon Today
■I  STRAVON PUBLISHERS, Dept. H-9310 
1 113 West 57th St., N. Y . 19, N. Y.
■ good KOW TO KY RNOTTZI'j in plain wrapper.
i  Q  SEN D C. O. I>. 1 w ill pay postman $1,9# plus postage.
■ □  I  ear lose bland postpaid.
I  I f  not delighted. I aiay return it In 10 day* and get my 
I  motvfcy back.

® Name ..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    \I  *I  Add     *
i  i
| City .......................................................................  State .......................  I
1 Canada A  Porslgm— $2.50 with order. ■a . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . *
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1EIV00S STOMACH
A LU M IN  rtrtieree dlslressJrwr symptoms of "nerrous *tornaoh" —he«Tlnr«s after me*l3, belching, blcailng si i>l colfe <liu> to gw. A LL IM IN  has been scientifically te.-ited by doctors and 
found highly effective. World famous—more than a' 1/4 bJl- llou Bold to date, At *U good drug stores.

■■ ALLliyilN G a r l i c  T a b l e i s

Illu s tra te d  C o m ic  Booklets
Ktoll our I L L U S T R A T E D  C O M IC  B O O K L E T S  and other 
N O V E L T IE S .  E a c h  booklet s ize  4 1 / 2 x 2  3/4. W e w ill 
send 25 assorted  booklets p rc i a id  upon rece ip t of $1.00 
o r 75 assorted booklets sem  prepaid  upon rece ip t o f 
$2.00. W ho lesa le  n o ve lty  p rice  l is t  sent w :t l i  o rd er o n ly . 
No o rd ers sent C .O .D . Send Cafch o r Money-o<rder.
R i P S A C  S A L E S  C O .

65 Fifth Ave., Dept. 50-M, New York 3, N. Y.

Pocket Adding Machine
Amazing palrc-sized t  ding machine does all ti.rurijig. Adds. Subtracts. Aida in M.i'Lfj,lien* ion A Division Up to $£3,930.01-9. Ail '-teel, guaranteed 5 years. * i*s poelrcL. Mil lions In U*Jt all over the worM. Wo pay postage on prepaid or.lory or COD plus postage 
C * *  As ehanteA Leatherette case $ / * i 3  Included at no extra charge.* *  thimine Lent her C».:e 75c ex­tra. Monty bark if  not satisfied.

TAVE1.UA SALES CO.. Rapt. 423, 2S W. Cwey, N. V. 7

School Coarse
* a r H a f e e "R  (Sony Finish in 2 Yncarf

Go as rr.s)idb a* yout time »»k , abllltieB permit. Course 
equivalent to resident school work--prenares for college e*-.trance exams. SUr.di.rii H. S texts sur-plled. Diploma. Credit ;or JEL S. subjects a he toy completed!. Single subject* if  tteMren, High 
icIkki! education is very important for advancement in bnrlneas and industry end socially. Don't be handicapped all yo<*r life. Bo a High School graduate. Start your training now. Era® 

l Bulletin on request. No obilgaijuu.
A m e ric a n  Schoo l D e p t. H -78  l i r e x d  5 8 th . C h ic a K «  S7

c o m p l e t e  So n g
W RITING SERVICE

W e w rite  the  m usic fo r  your 
w ords w ith o u t charg e  on 50- .50 b as is . W e  send you records, copies ana copy­
r ig h t  yo u r song fo r  you in W arn in g  ton, L .
GUARANTEED PUBLICATION
W e g uarantee  th e  p ub lica tio n  of a t least two 
songs each  m o nth  b y  a  leg itim a te  B .M .L  m usic 
p ub lish e r. T h e  w r ite rs  rece ive  ad vance  ro y a lty  
and a s ta n d a rd  ro y a lty  co n trac t. T h e  p ub lish e r 
p a ys  a l l  pub licatio n  expenses.
W HAT ARE YOUR CHAN CES?
I f  you h ave  a b il ity  yo u r chances a re  good. Now 
song -w rite rs become fam o u s eve ry  ye a r. ? I  a y  be 
th is  is  Y O U R  y e a r . Pub lishers : o re  co n stan tly  on 
the lookout fo r  good songs. T u rn  your_ m a te r ia l 
over to a  f irm  whose business is  SONG W R IT IN G - .
WRITE TODAY
S E N D  Y O U R  P O E M  o r ly r ic  today fo r free e x­
am ination  and com plete in fo rm a tio n  on our e x ­
cep tio na l o ffe r .

HOLLYWOOD TOHESMITHS
ft*pf. K-10, ISSt Ne. Via* St., Hollywood 23, CaW.

F A M O U S  W E S T E R N
c o m p le t e ly  s h o c k e d  h im ,  b u t  n o w , & 
b a t t l e - s c a r r e d  o ld  w a r r i o r ,  h e  
s t o m p e d  f o r w a r d  a  f e w  s t i f f  p a c e s *  
p r e p a r e d  to  c h a r g e  t h e  m a n  c r e a -  
t u r e s ,  w h o s e  s c e n t  w a s  n o w  s h a r p  i s  
h i s  n o s t r i l s .

B u t  S t e e l  w a s  t u g g in g  a t  G r e e i v  
in g 's  a rm .

“ W e  l l  c o m e  b a c k  a n d  s k i n  o u t  t h a t  
l io n e s s  l a t e r ,  D o c , ”  J i m  s a id .  “ L e t ’s  
g e t  t h e  h e l l  o u t  o f  h e r e  b e f o r e  t h e  
b ig  b o s s  r e ’l l y  h o o k s  u s . . .  I ’ d  h a t e  
to  h a v e  to  k i l l  h im ,  n o w , i n  s e l f -  
d e fe n s e

T w o  d a y s  l a t e r ,  G r e e n in g  s t i l l  a d ­
m i r in g  th e  h a n d s o m e  t r o p h y —  
A c h e e t a 's  h id e ,  c o m p le t e  w i t h  h e a d *  
J i m  S t e e l  s u d d e n ly  h a i le d  h im ,  
G r e e n in g  h u r r i e d  to  th e  r a n g e r ’s  s id e  
a n d  e a g e r ly  t o o k  o v e r  t h e  p o w e r f u l  
b in o c u la r s .  S t e e l  w a s  g r i n n in g  w id e .

“ J u s t  f o l lo w  t h e  r e d  le d g e  a b o v e  
th e  t im b e r l in e  t i l l  y o u  p i c k  h im  u p ,”  
h e  s a id .  . . “ B o t h  o f  ’ e m ! ”

G r e e n in g  g a s p e d  a s  in t o  th e  c i r c l e  
o f  h is  le n s e  f o c u s  c a m e  K i n g  B o k  
a n d  h is  c h i e f  c o n s o r t  n a n n y — a  w i l d ­
l i f e  g r o u p  to  i n s p i r e  th e  m o s t  e x a c t ­
in g  o f  s p e c im e n  h u n t e r s .  T h e y  s to o d  
t o g e t h e r  o n  a  n a r r o w  r o c k  s h e l f  
w h ic h  o v e r lo o k e d  a  v a s t  r u g g e d  z o n e  
o f  th e  B i t t e r r o o t s .

“ B i g — b o s s  o f  t h e — a h — B i t t e r ­
r o o t s ! "  G r e e n in g ’s  l i p s  f r a m e d  t h e  
w o r d s ,  b u t  n o  s o u n d  c a m e  a s  h e  
c o n t in u e d  to  s t a r e  a t  t h e  s u n - s p la s h e d  
f o r m s  o f  o k .  B o k  a n d  h i s  c h i e f  c o n ­
s o r t .

N o w  B o k  t u r n e d ,  f l i c k e d ,  th e  n a n ­
n y  w i t h  h i s  to n g u e . S h e  s p r a n g  o u t  
a n d  d o w n , l e a v in g  h im  a lo n e .

G r e e n in g ’s  t h in  l i p s  p a r t e d  a s  b e  
w a t c h e d  B o k  s e t t le  o n  to  h is  r u m p , 
h i s  f o r e h o o f s  o v e r  t h e  e d g e  o f  t h e  
r im r o c k  in  a  l u d i c r o u s  p o s e , b u t  a  
p o se  o f  c o m f o r t  a s  t h e  g r e a t  k in g  o f  
th e  u p la n d s  n o w  o b l iv io u s  to  d a n g e r ,  
s u n n e d  h i s  b a t t le - s c a r r e d  f o r m ,  a n d  
in  h is  o w n  w i l d  w a y  g lo a t e d  o v e r  
h i s  r e c e n t  c o n q u e s t  a n d  t h e  r e t e n t io n  
o f  h is  m a je s t y .

T H E  E N D
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NOTHING, A b s o lu te ly  n o th in g  
k n o w n  to  S c ie n ce  ca n  d o  m o re  to

Beware of your itchy scalp, hair loss, dandruff, head scales, un­
pleasant head odors! Nature may be warning you of approaching 
baldness. Heed Nature's warning! Treat your scalp to scientifically 
prepared Ward's Formula.

M illions of trouble-breeding bacteria, living on your s«<k scalp 
(see above) are killed on contact. Ward's Formula k ills  not one. 
but oil lour types of these destructive scalp germs now recognized 
by many medical authorities as a significant cause of baldness. 
K i l l  these germs—don’t risk letting them k ill your hair growth.

ST A PHY t OCOC COS? ALDUS .v WITH. WARD’S FORM ULA
M OR OCOCC US

H/U THESE H A / R - D E  GERAIS

a  K l l | s u>«»* 4 *y p «  o t  H>»1 « « * « ! normal hair growth- }  m.„ , ,  d«l„'t h, „ ,  m.„:h UMr.t  w , f4-, M ,y , j  6my,
on contact latth tn >t t*j< I hadn't been uvr< my h«.r lm  ytopped falimr out. f

t  Re,novel ugly infectwu* a .n d ru f f- / « f  I f  . * '  » ’ ■ c  ■ c ' " " '  « •- q-------7"- , , , —TT . - , , ** w** ■|* ,P,nt  * couid lee. in> | am tickled to death with the re-V* Brings hair-nourishing blood to scalp— quiC/tl? h»ir setting thicker. iulta. In just two w*«k*' tir.Mt-no
4. Stops annoying scalp itch and burn—msfonr/y _ K ■ Cleveland. 0**-> dandruff' w. r . w  , Por'oU, Cat.5 V , r | _ _ . . . ,  y „ _ O’It of *H the Htir EKportt 1 went I feel encourased to say that th* me*. Starts wonderful self-massaging action- wit»<* )  second* Xo | v# gQUen lh# „1C>}V  help l̂ om iur.»t,nS k *ip .teh which b*th-

One bottle of W»rd* Formula *r*d me for 5 y*4r* t* rw.v gone.Once you're bald, that’s it, friends! There ’s nothing you can do. C. Lm M , Philadelphia, /*»-, J M K . Cuiumbut, Ol+o
Yo u r hair is gone forever. S»o ate your chance* of getting it back. fc^ iT v r i'v r
B u t Ward's Formula, used as directed, keeps your sick scalp fre* : M |  — — ■—>
«pf itchy dandruff, eeborrhea, and stops the hate loss they cause. m  ....... '
Almost at once your hair looks thicker, more attractive and alive. jgftg* ^  ( I f l t P  * ™ ^ * * * ® b h

Wa don’t ask you to believe us. Thousands of men and women— w| | s  f * " r itt*n guaranty* * *  |t^ ’,
6tst skeptical just as you are-have proved  what we say. Read thvrt w |^  ^  Jfn P'*ice ’ es Y °u rK>{ 0njy  ̂ EjSJ
grateful letters. Study the guarantee—it's bettet than a free In a l! '>uble 'fo u rM ^ ^ .^  i'/r *^*rd's f'Vrn>ola \ °  f § f l
Then try  Ward’s Form yl* at our risk. Use it for only 10 shor; days. K w  r ai^ fr y y  you *ctu»jj jg g l
You must enjoy ait the benefits we claim —or we return not only the I SS  ‘n ° r'Jy -i&0 a'* benefits h*.r  ̂  ̂ "*■ m l
prtce you pay-but D O U B L E  Y O U R  M O N E Y  B A C K . You bo | »  & * * * -  ‘ <u* lest '* at o .,r f l j k ' "  tc ,a i,r»*«
<!*• ju d g eW ard  tubor«t»rie», U<. 1430 Broadway New York 1® N. '(- y   ̂ in«u>*<t p.->rtion o '"  ̂ r̂'5u

TO 5AVf YOU* MA** ACT HOW g §  ^  " J ^p.’etely satijfi^ j P<r a j »
•e ixf eoupoi. tod*y fo r  10-d .y  ed.-r S : , - J  M jn ? f

- . . . A C T  T O O A V o r  Y O U  M A Y  »< T O O  l  A T I ! _______ - C ! * S ^ t o t s 'r  •|  WARD LABO RATO RIES. INC.. No - « ................................................................................ - ............................................... ............  .
■ 1444 Bdv'y. Dept 15-D, Nev York !«, N T . Adj , , „  .
|  a*»k Word's formvle »* w« 3» *th*. t will poy iw» t .k._ PoHort plat ponaq* I m«>t b» ;9mp>*r«ly »o'isr.«Kf w.»h,v« u< y .................................................................. . .  j|  10 day*, or yew OUA3ANf£< r*fyed of DOUAU .MY MOfigV |—I Ch»-:k h»r» .1 /#« am l>to >»* <X> w.th or‘in*. *«<! * -H 00 r po.'sig* So-«* -,<v/od J

 ̂ 4ACK op on i* ly»  of boMlo ood yr>w*-*d portion l—I off or .ioid», of A 1*0 l 1*0 1 uvwln j- t 5:Vj ' UOt, |
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(rood News To
Fistula Sufferers

Interesting FREE BOOK m  
Dangers of Delay

Illustrated, authentic 40-paga book o* 
Fistula, Piles (Hemorrhoids!, related ail­
ments and colon disorders 5s yours 
FREE. Write today.
Thornton & Minor Clinic, Suite C -tO tl, 
f l l  E. Linwood St„  Kansas C ity, 3, Mo.

• ;1 ^  S T O P  t o  a Acer

W

Banish the cr&Ttac for tobaeeo M 
thoanandn have with Tobaeeo Redeemer. Write for free booklet telling of injurious effect of tobaeeo and of a treatment which has reliev­
ed many men. 1
S 3  Years In B m Ia m i  FREE MU,933 tatisfltf CntNUM gjjgfe'
THE NEWELL COMPANY L I Z ™ ,  
2M Start*# St*„ SL U ci* 5. tto.

N O W  Y O U  CAN M A K E YOUR

Electric Drill
A PORTABLE

CIRCULAR SAW
Attach in seconds 
Use with one band 
Fits any drill, 1/4" vp

SAVES TIM E 
SAVES W ORK 
SAVES M O N E Y

ONLY ;895
Sold on Monty Back Gvvraalt*

Y o u ’ll never use a hand saw again after using a 
Foster drill-saw ! Fits any  W  or larger drill. At* 

ekes and detaches in a jiffy. Right angle drive with 
oversize guards and large bottom plate make it 
super-safe, perfectly balanced for use with one 
hand. Machined cutting guide for accuracy. Oilite  
bearings* sealed gear* for long life. Complete with 
4 "  high speed chrome steel saw blade. Cuts V/m"  or 
2 " deep by turning board over. Handiest tool in 
your kit. Satisfaction guaranteed. Price only $8.95, 
Enclose remittance or we w ill ship C .O .D . pits# 
delivery charge. M ail your order N O W !

Foster Products, Inc.,Dept. CS-7
£ 5 9  M a la  t f r a . l  M « w  I m Nc I I * ,  N .Y ,

★  Death s ★  
Score Card

True Fact Feature

by The Lawdog

THE W ESTERN killer, whether 
on the right or wrong aide o f the 

law, generally did not keep a score 
card of those whom he dispatched 
to the other world. For killing was 
grim business, and the main object 
was to stay alive—and unharmed, if 
possible. There were some men who 
put notches on their guns to keep 
score and hence the expression, “ he 
had ten notches on his gun” meant 
he had killed ten men. That cham­
pion killer o f Texas. John Wesley 
Hardin, was said to have had “ forty 
notches on his gun.” I f you read the 
life of this killer, as written by him­
self, you discover he had many guns; 
it certainly would have been a nui­
sance to transfer score from gun to 
gun.

There was a time in the life o f Kit 
Carson when he kept score o f the 
people he killed by the simple tech­
nique of placing a brass tack on the 
stock of his rifle for every soul sent 
to the happy hunting grounds. W e 
know that, at the age o f thirty-two, 
he had killed nineteen men because 
his rifle o f that date still exists; you 
can count the tacks. But this score 
is inaccurate because we know that 
during the time he was with Fre­
mont, he engaged in thirteen battles. 
Maybe he didn’t count the Spaniard* 
and Indians he killed during tha§ 
period of his life.

Bloody Bill Anderson, who served 
under the famous guerilla fighter, 
Charley Quantrill, had a simple 
score board to keep tab o f the peo­
ple he killed. In his pocket he car­
ried a silken cord. When he finished 
a raiding expedition, he would sit 
down and check back on the people 
he had killed. Then he would tie a 
knot for each o f his victims. Eventu-
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D E A T H ’ S  S C O R E  C A R D
a l l y  h i s  s c o r e  c a r d  r e a c h e d  f i f t y -  
t h r e e  k o o t s .  A s  a  r e s u l t  o f  a  r a id  
to  a v e n g e  t h e  d e a t h  o f  h i s  s i s t e r ,  h e  
a d d e d  f o u r t e e n  k n o t s .

A  r a t h e r  g r im  w a y  o f  k e e p in g  
s c o r e  w a s  b y  d i s p la y in g  s c a lp s .  I t  
w a s  th e  w h i t e  m a n , d u r i n g  th e  co ­
lo n ia l  w a t s ,  w h o  s h o w e d  h i s  I n d i a n  
a l l y  t h i s  technique. A  p a y m e n t  w a s  
m a d e  f o r  e a c h  p e r s o n  d is p a t c h e d ,  
a n d  t h e  paym ent p e r  s c a lp  p r e v e n t e d  
u s in g  th e  s a m e  b o d y  t w i c e .  T h e  
w h i t e  m a n  to o k  th e  I n d i a n ’s  s c a lp  
a n d  th e  r e d m a n  to o k  th e  w h i t e  m a n ’s  
s c a lp .  E v e n  B u f f a l o  B i l l  to o k  s c a lp s .  
I t  w a s  j u s t  a f t e r  th e  C u s t e r  M a s ­
s a c r e  a n d  th e  h o s t i l e  b a n d s  o f  S i t ­
t i n g  B u l l  w e r e  o n  th e  w a r p a t h .  C o lo ­
n e l  C o d y  w a s  a w a y  f r o m  h o m e , a n d  
M r s .  C o d y  d id n ’t  k n o w  w h e t h e r  h e r  
h u s b a n d  w a s  d e a d  o r  a l i v e .  T h e  e x ­
p r e s s m a n  b r o u g h t  h e r  a  s m a l l  s q u a re  
b o x .  T h e  la b e l  s h o w e d  t h a t  o n e  o f  
i t s  s h ip p in g  p o in t s  h a d  b e e n  F o r t  
M c P h e r s o n  a n d  th e  c o n s ig n o r  w a s  
W i l l i a m  F r e d e r i c k  C o d y .  S h e  p r ie d  
o p e n  th e  l i d  a n d  a t e r r i f i c  o d o r  h i t  
h e r  n o s t r i l s .  I n s id e  th e  b o x  w a s  th e  
r e d  r a w  s c a lp  o f  a n  I n d i a n .

H o w e v e r ,  t h e r e  w e r e  n o t c h e s  o n  
s i x - s h o o t e r s ,  a s  in  th e  c a s e  o f  B a t  
M a t e r s o n .  A  g u n  c o l le c t o r  w a s  b o t h ­
e r in g  B a t  f o r  t h e  s i x - s h o o t e r  h e  h a d  
u s e d  a g a in s t  th e  b a d  m e n  in  h i s  f r o n ­
t i e r  d a y s .  U n a b le  to  g e t  r id  o f  th e  
p e s t  a n d  n o t  w a n t in g  to  g iv e  h im  h is  
f a v o r i t e  g u n , B a t  h i t  o n  a s im p le  
p la n .  H e  w e n t  to  a p a w n s h o p  a n d  
b o u g h t  a n  o ld  C o l t  .4 5 . A s  i t  l a y  o n  
h i s  d e s k ,  h e  g o t  a  b r a in s t o r m :  he  
c a r v e d  t w e n t y - t w o  n o t c h e s  o n  th e  
b u t t .  T h i s  g u n  w a s  g iv e n  to  th e  c o l ­
le c t o r  w h o  f e l t  h e  h a d  m a d e  a w o n ­
d e r f u l  “ f i n d . ”  F r o m  th e n  o n  th e  
s t o r y  s p r e a d  a n d  B a t  M a t e r s o n  w a s  a  
“ k i l l e r  w i t h  t w e n t y - t w o  n o t c h e s  o n  
h is  g u n .”  T h a t  w a s  a s c o re  c a r d  to  
e n d  a l l  s c o r e  c a r d s .

(Note: Tt is extremely doubtful if many, 
or any, of the re a l g un  f ig h te rs  of the Old 
West notched their guns, at least so long 
as they would be using a particular one. 
Notching would throw off the balance of 
the weapon, and an export would have hee­
ler sense than so to tamper with his tool. 
Editor.)

★  *  ★

NOW HEARS!
New Kind of Hearing-Aid 
Makes Living Worthwhile!

NO DEVICE OF ANY KIND  
IN EITHER EAR

This HARD-OF-HEARING man even HEARS 
WHISPERS AGAIN, y s t  there is no device of 
any kind in bit ear! N o so-called "invisible”  or 
■phantom” earpiece, no headband, no pressure 
anywhere! Whether or not you now wear a heal­
ing aid, you owe it to yourself to prove that you 
can now HEAR with a brilliance and clarity you 
never expected to enjoy again, yet never -wear 
anything in your earl Mail coupon at once for 
FREE information about this amav-ing invention!

ACOU3TICOM, D -pt. M-17 
93-25 149th St., Ja m a ica  1, N .Y.

PLsasa semi m# complete illustrated Information about 
your marvelous new hearing invention lhat requires nothing 
in my eaf and no headband.

jj A'*}|r>w............................... ............................. .......................... |

I  City............................................. „..2«a#...........Stilt#............................  i

FEET A C H E  OR PAIN ?
Why suffer agonizing foot pain which 
rob* you of tha pep to enjoy Ufa?
TRY NEW PROVEN SCIENTIFIC FOOT 
CUSHIONS and got amazing comfort 
and raliaf from agonizing foot troubles that rob Jif# 
of its joy! Walk or stand with perfect comfort and 
easa. These wonderful root Cushions help cushion and 
relieve your ARCHES and ENTIRE FEET from HEEL to 
TOES. So light, flexible — Removable — fits all work, 
dress, sport shoes. Recommended for Tired, Aching F«ctl 
For corns, Callouses, Weak Arch Foot Fains. SEND NO 
MONEY: C .O .D . $1.93 plus postage, or send $2.00 and 
we pa/ postage. (State if Man or Woman and sboa sin*.I 
SEA G SE C O ., 2 ALLEN ST.. Dept. 34MC. M. Y. 2, N. Y,

P R A Y E R
1% a Tremendous M ighty Power! Are you facing  d ifficu lt 
Problems? Poor Health? Money or Job Troubles? Love 
or iromiiy Troubles? Are you Worried about someone dear 
to you? Is someone dear to you Drinking too much? Do 
ever get Lo«eJy— Unhappy— Disconrcged? Would you 
like to iiii/n  more H appiness, Success and "Good Fortune" i 
in Lite? .**

If you do ha vs any of these Problems, or others l ik e ' 
them, dear friend, rhan hare is wonderful NEWS— NEWS ! 
of a rorvuricablo NEW WAY of PRAYER that is helping 
thousands of othar men and women to glorious NEW heppi*l 
ness and |oy! Wh ' ilie r  you have alw ays believed in PRAYER | 
o r not, This rem arkab le MEW W AY may bring a wholo NEW . 
world of happiness and joy to you— and very , very qu ick ly , ; 
too! f

So don’t w a it, dear found. Don't let another minute go , 
by! J f  you are troubled, worried or unhappy IN ANY WAY-— 
we invi.V? you to c lip  this Message now and mail with 10c j 
Ico in or sinmps) so w:> can rush Full Information lo you by I 
AIR M A IL  about this rem arkable NSW  W A Y of PRAYER l 
that is  holping so many, many others and may just as ce r­
ta in ly  and quickly help YOU.

You will surely bless this d ay— so please don't delay! Just ! 
c lip  th;-; Message now and mail with your name, addrass 
and 10c ?o LiFHi-STUDY FELLOW SHIP, Con 6203, Norot on, ' 
Co pa. Wo '.vill rush this wonderfull NSW  Messog* o f  
PRAY £3 and FA ITH  to you by AIR M A IL .
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NEW LOW  PRICE
C A R I-C R EM E

The Amazing NEW  
Butt Cream

YOU TO O  can wear a 
sweater or bathing suit 
and present a you th fu l 
and a ttractive  appear­
ance.
Medical science now be­
lieves that the skin of 
b r e a s t s  m a y  o f t e n  
a b s o r b  E s t r o g e n i c  
Hormones.
For the f i r s t  t im e  we 

are now selling our new CARI-CREME to the 
general public. We need not make claims, but 
we leave it to you to judge RESULTS.
Full 30 day supply with directions, $2.00. We 
pay postage.

CARY BIO CO., INC. Dept. FW
259 Third Avenue, New York 10, N. Y.

D R U N K ?
J e o p a rd iz in g  H A PPIN E SS, H EALTH , and INCOM E? R e lie f  ns&y b e  
ob ta in ed  e co n o m ica lly  and q u ick ly  w i(h  U .M .R . O R IG IN A L H O i l f i  
METHOD. M A Y  B E  U S E D  S E C R E T L Y !  U sed b y  lea d in g  
a lco h o lic  In stitu tion s  to  h e lp  BUILD AVERSIO N  AN D ELIM IN ATE 
D E SIR E  FOR ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES, n o w  a v a ila b le  to  y ou . H a s  
h e lp e d  b r in g  r e l ie f  t o  m an y d rin k ers  as a m eth od  o f  tem p ora ry  
A L C O H O L  W I T H D R A W A L :  and b y  B R E A K I N G  D R I N K I N G  C Y C L E .  
N ot a rem ed y  f o r  u n d er ly in g  p erso n a lity  m a la d ju stm en t ca u s in g  a lco ­
h o li c  e x cesses . D O E S  N O T  F O R  A N Y  P R O L O N G E D  P E R I O D ,  
i n t e r f e r e  W I T H  W O R K  F O R  S O C I A L  L I F E .  O ne o f  m a n y satis ­
fie d  u.-.era w r ite s : ''Y o u r  m eth od  is  w o n d e r fu l! A m  v ery  h appy o v * f  
i l l ” —M rs. M. 1). S . , 111. P repared  b y  ph a rm a cis t fo rm e r ly  con n ected  
w ith  lea d in g  a lco h o lic  san itariu m . C om es in p la in  w rapper. READY 
TO USE, c o m p le te  w ith  In stru ction s. W H Y  P A Y  M O R E  F O R  I M I T A ­
T I O N S ?  O R D E R  O R I G I N A L  U . M . R .  M E T H O D  T O D A Y  A N D  S A V E 1  

F R E E  I w ith  o rd e r : g en erou s  su p p ly  sp e c ia l ca p su les  to  help 
* ■ * " “ "*  • to n e  up appetite  and n erv ou s  and d ig es tiv e  system .

SEND NO MONEY! NOW ONLY $4.50!
U S E  1 5  D A Y S  A T  O U R  R I S K  —  S A T I S F  A C T I  O N  G U A R A N T E E D  
O R  R E T U R N  U N U S E D  P O R T I O N S  A N D  $ 4 . 5 0  R E F U N D E D .

Send nam e and a d dress , p a y  postm an  $ 4 .5 0  p lu s  p o st , 
a g e l Send $ 4 .5 0  w ith  ord er and w e  pay oosttur*.

UNITED MEDICAL RESEARCH 
Box 428, Dept. U-10, Minneapolis 1, Min*.

I LEO SORES?
^ ^ JJ lF y o u  suffer pain act! miaery of Varicoae Ulcere,

_  Sores. send aw ay at once for F R E E
Booklet " I H E  LU JPE M E T H O D S  F O R  H O M E  U S E ."  
Tells all about thia 40-year-old m ethod, p r a i s e d  and en~

ssssi. fcJsssfc jaBjagang**1- 7«-K
DICE — CARDS —  GAME SUPPLIES
Perfects, Flats, Weights, Strippers and Readers 

Made to your specifications 
Established 1909 Catalogue upon Request
HILL BROS., Box D. Salida, Colo.

BOOKLETS
The kind grownups like. Each one of these booklets 
Is POCKET SIZE, also contains 8 I ILLUSTRATIONS, and 
Is full of fun and entertainment. 12 of these joke 
booklets, ALL DIFFERENT, shipped prepaid upon re­
ceipt of $1.00, or 24 BOOKLETS. ALL DIFFERENT, 
shipped prepaid for $2.00, cash or money order. No 
orders sent C .O .D . Print name and address and 
mail to:

TREASURE NOVELTY C O ., Dept. 27-M 
21 Cooper Station. Now York 3. N. Y ,

CAVALIER
of the

BIRD CAGE
Fact F eature

by W. Edmunds 
Claussen

E v e n  T O M B S T O N E ’S  h a r d ­
e n e d  m in e r s  f e l t  a  s t r a n g e  
s y m p a t h y  f o r  R u s s i a n  B i l l .  

T h e y  h o p e d  h e  m ig h t  n e v e r  s t r e t c h  
h is  n e c k  o n  a  t a u t  r o p e . B u t  t h a t  
w a s  e x a c t l y  h i s  f a t e .

H e  ro d e  w i t h  C u r l y  B i l l ’ s  o u t ­
la w s  s im p l y  b e c a u s e  C u r l y  f e l t  th e  
m y s t e r io u s  b o n d  t h a t  d r e w  th e m  to ­
g e t h e r .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  o n e  w a s  
f o r e ig n  b o r n , a n d  a l i e n  to  th e  w i l d  
m in in g  c a m p s , t h e  s a m e  r e c k le s s ,  
d a n g e r o u s  b lo o d  w a s h e d  t h e  v e in s  o f  
b o t h . T h e y  w e r e  lu s h  s w a s h b u c k l in g  
f r e e b o o t e r s  o f  h e l l  w h o  w r o t e  t h e i r  
r e c o r d s  s id e  b y  s id e  in  t h e  t a l l y  
b o o k  o f  th e  o id  W e s t .  C u r l y  w a s  
th e  r e a l  t h in g .  R u s s i a n  w a s  t h e  i m i ­
t a t io n .  Y e t  i n  th e  e n d  h e  s t o o d  th e  
a c id  t e s t  a n d  p a s s e d  i t  l i k e  a  m a n .

H e  h a d  f lo w in g  g o ld e n  h a i r ,  e y e s  
t h a t  d a n c e d  b r i g h t l y ,  a  p a i r  o f  
s p a n k in g  n e w  C o l t  .4 5 s . A n d  h e  a d ­
m it t e d  to  a b la c k  r e c o r d  t h a t  w a s  a s  
h a r d  to  b a c k - t r a c k  a s  h i s  p ro p e r
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CAVALIER OF THE BIRD CAGE 97

name. Everybody snickered behind 
hi‘s back at the black record. Night­
ly he swaggered into the Bird Cage 
Theater in his extravagant clothes.

Billy Hutchinson met him with 
a pat on the shoulder. “ Found a real 
road show tonight. Best girls I ever 
saw!”

Russian Bill answered with the 
flourish that was his; the diction 
that failed to stack against his hard 
brag o f a past. “ You’ve got some 
nice girls, B illy?”

Hutchinson grinned around a ci­
gar. “Always nice girls in the Bird 
Cage"

There was a decorum about Tomb­
stone’s theater that was not present 
in any other hall where a man might 
kick his heels. Its ladies were admit­
tedly a notch above the women of the 
cribs. Of all its patrons who 
watched the flu ffy  blondes in their 
skinfitting tights, Russian Bill was 
most mis-cast.

The boxes rented in accordance 
with their proximity to the foot­
lights. They were curtained and for 
a sum the curtains could be drawn 
affording a measure o f privacy. Be­
tween acts the show girls carried 
straw baskets among the boxes. 
These were partitioned for the va­
rious brands o f liquor. No refresh­
ment was sold in containers of less 
than a quart.

To the left of the house in a box 
nearest the footlights sat Russian 
Bill.

He rented this same box every 
night for two years—at a price of 
25 dollars per night. To the ladies 
sharing his pleasure he could recite 
Shelly or Keats with equal feeling.

When he first approached Curly 
Bill with his proposition of joining 
the smugglers Curly shot a cigar 
from  between B i l l ' s  teeth. Russian 
Bill’s courage was tested at that 
point; it was rot lacking. All of 
Calevville vras amazed when he 
didn’t run. He stayed around and 
got the job.

In that act was cemented a friend­
ship as strange as any in the old 
West. Russian Bill rode at Curly’s 
stirrups wherever the desperado 
went. Perhaps it was mutual admi­

ration for the other, perhaps it was 
Curly’s love of a good joke; or it 
may have been a protectoral impulse 
that strangely prompted the outlaw 
to accept his under study,

IN TIM E Russian Bill began to 
feel his conscience; it plagued 

him. He was not really bad and he 
knew it. Innocent new arrivals 
cringed from his sight merely be­
cause he carried the reputation of a 
Curly Bill rider. Actually, he had 
never done an unkind act in his life. 
He might swagger beneath two guns, 
but he was still the man who could 
recite verse.

It rankled him until he was no 
longer able to put up with his own 
make-believe.

His first and last act of lawless­
ness was to lift a horse that bore an­
other man’s brand. For this crime 
he was picked up in Shakespeare, a 
mining camp in the Pyramids. He 
might still have escaped the noose, 
for his golden locks made an im­
pression on his jury.

“ ’Most a sin to hang a man as 
purty as him,” one tough-scaled 
silver miner acknowledged.

But his case was heard jointly 
with Sandy King, another of the 
Curly Bill outlaws who had shot 
Shakespeare up twice that same day. 
It was too much. Sandy King must 
die. and the horsethief with him.

They lifted Russian Bill’s fancy 
stitched boots above the planks and 
he died in the glory of being a man.

They strung the pair by their 
necks to the rafters of the old Pio­
neer House. It was evening, and 
against the proprietor’s wishes they 
left them hanging for the morning 
stage. A good warning that Shake­
speare wanted law.

Months later Mayor Thomas, of 
Tombstone, received a letter from a 
lady of the court of the Czar. She 
was worried about her son’s long si­
lence and requested information. She 
got it. From Tombstone they for­
warded a kindly answer.

Dear Madam:
Your son, Wiliam Tatten- 

haum, is dead. He died o f a 
throat ailment.



it dims you to. to

© how you can start in spare time with 
your home as headquarters.

•  how to build—step by step—to big profits 
and personal independence.

Tl»is >5 the fautmtJS Warner Suc­
cess Plan — the Pliut for Pereona) 
Success in your own fascinating 
business that many men. married 
coifolf's credit with freeing tb«r*» 
from the iiuiits of ax p£*y cfeeei: »od 
lrOTrt the drudgery of 3 lime clock.

Jt yiver U;o exr.vt uten by f-tep Its* 
fetru. lions xor t,la* Urr n fccf-ntAt. irr 
flptre linn:— without r!.- iisg the job or 
t-'.ep.dy pay. I; shows with piei,met*, 
phoi.i't; .-ir.hn. Had d:«wjcg s eractiy hew 
to baby Shoes- s*nd oU:cr l>wp-
ealte;. It sl-ovri* how to pet the orders 
coming: in—how to eryiuad—how to pet. 
othere working for yon — h w  tc be. 
SU 1’ E of at least twice yi.ur prrceot 
pay before you give np your job to t t  
life of i-Ci-ffynal it_dcR«.udvTi*_i.

There’s, not one of these mothers 
who d oesn 't w ant her baby ’ ti 
first shoe* preserved forever. 
The Business is trecr-curious . « 
and never ending.

The TTarner Success Flan eho •<rs> 
yoc how to turn this encilhir c nror 1 
niiy it.to cmb. oii iw? exactly to 
pret ;.re tbs shoe#, bow to pot t»r thc.n 
t cc.'.tir.g of genuine paid , xilv* r, rr  
b ro n z e  m eta l i’/L-imploWsr/ic-r Elcc- 
ij'Oi.-'fe; istg process. Show* how to 
tux t.■ o: ■ i>;t \:s ooonng la. f ow to sts1 1 ;.v 
* pa* re. 11 iv. o, how to p y r a  rtf id p  >• oii t . 
Show* you V»ow the vi'cdt family can 
have fun while building for an lr.de- 
pendenv future. My ov.n Shop here in 
Bhic»ig<> doe» r Bis B usin', fs by the 
very secret* I will sow unfold to ycu.

IS  Million Prospect* Read The True Facts
There arc 15 MILLION pair c# 
Baby Shoe* i*s the country r;*rfc.( 
bow ready to be MttaBrrd. Ln*( 
year alone, more th»n TH PEb 
M ILLION urore babieaw erx bet a*

T V i/t  ssy 4‘ Y ^ ”  now . Yea ranst have A l l .  
VIIK >' ACT.'. Tfl.-n decide. P u tt. I wa*.t vac 
to ri*t?d tin.' entire i*lco — i t  m y l [*•!:. /. r’ter
invt-HTi:;v.ti'.»* — fcfrer tiit:ci-r;:■;r g  it with your 
f w r . , ' :y  — • ts*n a n d  o n l y  t h e n  c!c y e a  U**-rd<: 
w hether *a  n**e the plan and make tho Email 
kveetoacot nitcoeemry <o start.

^oo
|| An Hour PROFIT

 ̂ even in spare time it i« possible
fer :i j.:. »i to finish enough work to 
pay . L.WJr an hour for bis time.
Tbiisfc 'vliai ib is can pyramid into 
w h o . the fa m ily  help?*
3 c  M A Y  S T A R T  A F O R T U N E
Today I wfiatyoiJ to dcouly cue thing. Send 
the coupon. Let j. «. give you all the fects. 
Bcmenxbcr, wl.frt I -*/•’ 5 0a does not cc*;t 
you a cent beyon-'i r- o you put on
your letter to jo *. u h an opportunity 
like this, e wen who ban a fexioour ii tcrest 
In bis future MUST : td-Kt®. M A I L  ti;e 
COUPON TODAY' ana see for yourself 
why so many families have called the 
WARNER SUCCESS FLAN a “ r^ewd’*.

MAKE 12 TIMES
YOUR MATERIAL COSTS
R^u.'’ ruber. tb «  Wavne.”  Process 
i.- tii: L:. cb i. p i auu. I ton*' P> 1: i l” * 

iw . ; c : . It ;* the fu r.r < n* as i, AU 
l'.il'iG tbr;_ .g u r u ,!  fcj> c'; <>c iat* 
irtg. And in r’p ilx  c t  rijr th« 
bes t , yuur in » teri j  I#1 c oel  r.*> i: i e 
tiii't ya-i-r profits a rc 12 Tim e* 
ycu'*r n s '  crial Then, w hin 
rr o.. he r‘i c  r *1 erth e  she a a uiou i. ted 
* g b o ck -e n d s , ae p ictu re ? , a* 
c ;h-l i a>f. « r  prn bets, you mr.ke 
ti;.? B IG  E X T R A  P R O i- l lS  on 
toe beautiful mount.?.

WARMER-ELECTRIC CO.
1 5 1 2  J a r v i s

cti-T . 195-S
C h ic a s o  2 0 ,  I l l in c U

we S U P P L Y  ALL 
M A TE R IA L S

You don’ t  have to aro “ hunt- 
inff”  when W arner ie behind 
you. W e supply ail m atericls, 
a!) m ount*, chem ica ls , and 
m etals. And you eret the low  
prices m ade possib le  by  our 
b ig  qu an tity  purchase* and 
our own m an u fa ctu re . You 
acr.d fo r  jo s t  what you need 
and ne ver have any b ig  invest­
ment tied up in stock.
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Be Protected ̂ seorACC|NESS
HERE’S AN A M A Z IN G  NEW HO SP ITAL IZAT IO N  PLA

NO T IM E  L IM IT
O N  H O S P I T A L  R O O M  A N D  B O A R D MAIL

You Get Doctor Benefits in case of Accident, Payment 
for Certain Operations . . . Even Polio Coverage.

CO STS ONLY 3c A DAY
Individual or Family Eligible . . . Birth to Age 70

This is it! America’ s newest and greatest Hospitalization 
Plan. Amazing coverage. Lower cost. Exactly what you 
peeied! 

If y<you get sick or have an accident, you may go to any 
(recognized H ospita l (R est H om es, Sanitarium s e x c lu d e d ). Y o u r 
N O R T H  A M E R IC A N  P o licy  w il l  pay fo r  R oom  and B oard at 
the rate o f  $150.00 PER M O N T H . Stay as lon g  as necessary. 
T h ere ’s N O  T IM E  L IM IT . F or loss o f  time w h ile  H ospita lized , 
due to accident, every insured, from  age 18, n o  matter if em ­
p loyed , unem ployed o r  a housew ife , receives $25.00 PE R  W E E K  
m  addition  to  regular H ospita l Benefits.

For A ccidental D eath P O L IC Y  P A Y S  $1,000.00 . . .  trip le  
am ount —  $3,000.00 —  fo r  death resulting from  accident w h ile  
travelling on  a com m on  carrier. P olicy  a lso pays lum p cash pay­
m ents fo r  Certain S urgica l O perations w hen caused hy D isease?, 
Sickness o r  A ccident.

A nother im portant coverage— fo r  D o cto r  B ills , in case o f  a cci­
dent, P O L IC Y  P A Y S  $25.00 PER W E E K  w h ile  con fined  to  H os­
pital. But this isn ’ t a ll. U n like m ost H ospita lization  Plans you  and 
insured fam ily  m em bers ^Iso get P o lio  coverage— $500.00 to  cover 
H ospita l B ills, $500.00 fo r  M ed ica l Treatm ent, $500.00 fo r  
O rth op ed ic  Appliances.

T h en , to o , the»e are Benefits fo r  accidental Loss o f  H ands, Feet 
Or E yes; Em ergency H ospita l Treatm ent fo r  accidents in vo lv in g  n o  
confinem ent, etc. Im agine a ll this w on derfu l value and coverage  
at a rate fo r  adults o f  on ly  about 3c a  day, lV ic  a day fo r  ch ildren

to  age 18 .  .  .  and C H IL D R E N  G E T  FULL B E N E F ITS . (M aternity  
R ider is available at sm all additional charge .)
IM P O R TA N T —  T h e  N O R T H  A M E R IC A N  P O L IC Y  pays you 
FULL B E N E F ITS regardless o f  m oney  you  co lle c t  from  other in ­
surance sources fo r  the same d isability ,, in clu d in g  W ork m en ’s 
Com pensation . W e  pay direct to  y o u ! T h is  m eans, if you are al­
ready carrying H ospita lization— be smart . . . buy this additional 
P olicy , w ith  its extra cash benefits, to  protect yourself against 
today ’ s higher H ospita l costs. D o n ’ t d e la y ! M A IL  C O U P O N  
B E L O W  fo r  FREE D E T A IL S .

specific SURGICAL BiNCF/TS LOSS Of TtMf 7o ACCIDENT

^NovtbAmctccMMKfMU\
c o m p a n y "

Dept D 10- 50, North American Building, Wilmington 99, Delaware ■ 
Please send me without obligation full details about the new North I 
American Hospitalization Plan. N o Agent will calk I

Truly this is a remark- w I  Name ......................................... ....................................................................  I
able H ospita lization  ■ m
Plan. Investigate it! I  . . .
Buy it! Mail coupon ■  Address............................................................................................................  ■
for complete details.

I  C ity ..............................................................................State..................... .. •
INFANTILE PARALYSIS BENEFITS — — — — — J



IJGEfl up.toK inute Edition of Famous Manual

MAKES/MOT! REMIIJN
M m Now You Can Repair 

ALL 1950 M ODELS-As Well 
As Any Car Built Since 19351

TRY BOOK FOR A WHOLE W EEK -FREE
R e tu rn  a n d  P a y  N o th in g  it  N o t S a t is f ie d !

HERE it is!—the brand-new, revised, enlarged 1950 edition of 
MoToR’s Auto Repair Manual! Now you can “lick” any auto re­

pair job on any car built since 1935 —including all 1950 m odels! Just look 
up make, model, and job in quick index—and go to it.

EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW TO REPAIR ANY CAR!
750 BIG pages; 2100 “how-to-do-it” 
pictures; 200 “quick-check” specifica­
tions, charts, and tables; over 200,000 
facts make every operation a “snap” ! 
Includes automatic transmissions; new 
GM Rochester carburetor. Beginners 
will find in this giant book 
the most helpful guidance 
on every kind of service 
and repair job imaginable.
Experts will be amazed by 
the short-cuts they’ll dis­
cover.

W in  P re s t ig e !  Ea rn  
M o re  M o n e y !

Factory engineers from 
every auto plant in Amer­
ica worked out these time­
saving procedures. Now 
you get all this wealth 
of “know-how” from over 
150 Official Shop Manu­
als, “boiled down” into 
clear terms in one handy 
book! Now you can tackle 
jobs you wouldn’t think of 
trying before. And you’ll

COVERS ANY 
CAR BUILT 

SINCE 1935!
A m e ric a n  Cord  

Ban tam  C ro ste y  
A u b u rn  De Soto  
A u st in  Dodge  
B u ic k  Fo rd  
C a d il la c  F ra  ze r  
C h e v ro le t  G raham  
C h r y s le r  H udson  

H u p m o b ile  
K a is e r  
L a fayette  
La  S a l le  
L in co ln
L in co ln  Z e p h y r
M ercu ry
N ash
O ld sm o b ile
Packard
P ie rce  A rro w
P lym o u th
P o n tiac
Reo
S tu d eb ak er
T e rra p la n e
W il ly s

win more prestige, more money!
R igh t at y ou r  fingertips y o u  h a ve  e v e r y , 

“ H o w -to -d o -it”  fa c t  you  w ant. O ver 
3 5 ,0 9 0  essential d im ensions o n  741 car 
m odels! W h eth er y o u  w ant to  m ake a sim ­
p le  carbu retor ad justm ent o r  com p lete ly  
reb u ild  a  transm ission, step -by-step  in ­

structions show  ex actly  W H A T  
to  do , H O W  to  d o  it. U sed  b y  
U . S . A rm y, technica l schools, 
thousands o f  au to  service  m en.

MOTOR'S
AUTO
repair
MANUA1

SEND NO MONET
S end n o  m on ey . E n jo y  this 

brand-n ew  b o o k —at ou r risk— 
fo r  a fu ll w eek , F R E E ! T est it 
right in  y ou r  ow n  garage or 
shop . I f  b o o k  doesn ’ t m ore  than 
p a y  fo r  itse lf in  7 days, sim ply 
return it and p a y  noth ing. M ail 
cou p on  N O W  to  M 0T 0R  B o o k  
D ep t., D esk  47M . 2 5 0  W est
5 5th  S t., N e w  Y o r k  19, N . Y .

P u b lish e d  
b y  M0T 0 R ,  

T h e  Lead in g  
A u to m o tive  

B u s in e ss  
M ag azin e

Same FREE Offer on

MoToR’s TRUCK & TRACTOR MANUAL
Brand-new! Covers EVERY job on EVERY pop­
ular make gasoline truck and farm tractor built 
from 1936 thru 1949! 1400 pictures, 961 pages, 
300,000 facts. All types Gasoline Engines, Fuel 
Systems, Governors, Lubrication, Ignition. 
Starters, Clutches, Axles, Brakes, etc., etc.

ALSO covers many buses, contractor and road 
building equipment, stationary power machinery. 
Check box in coupon.

MAIL COUPON NOW FOR 7-DAY FREE TRIAL
MoToR B O O K DEPT.
Desk 47M, 250 West 55th St., New York 19, N . Y.
Ruth to me at once (check box opposite book you want):

□ M o T o R ’ s  New A U T O  R E P A IR  M A N U A L . I f  O .K ., I w ill 
remit $1 in 7 days (plus 35c delivery charges), $2 monthly 

for 2 months and a final payment of 95c one month after that. 
Otherwise I will return the book postpaid in 7 days. (Foreign

B':e , remit $8 caeh with order.)
M o T o R ’s  New T R U C K  & T R A C T O R  R E P A IR  M A N U A L . 
(Described at left.) I f  O .K ., I will remit $2 In 7 days, and 

$2 monthly for 3 months, plus 35c delivery charges with final 
payment. Otherwise I  will return book postpaid In 7 days. 
(Foreion price, remit $10 cash with order.)

Print Name.........................................................................Age................

Address .............................. ................... .................................................

City..................................................................... state..............................

□ C h e c k  box and  sa v e  3 5 c  d e l iv e r y  ch a rg e  by enclosing
WITH coupon entire payment of $5.95 for Auto Repair 

Manual (or $8 for Truck & Tractor Repair Manual). Same 
7-day return-refund privilege applies.


